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PREFACE. 


I T is a conJidcration which cannot 
but a0brd the utmoilrplcarure to a 
reiic([ljng tnind, that* the Aits and 


Sciences^ wh 
towards a 



Europe, are not conlined to that quarter 
oC the globe. Jn the Kaft, where 
Learning i^med to be exdnguiihed, 
and Civilization nearly loU, ainidil the 
contention of avarice and delpotifnii a 
fpirit of enquiry bath gone forth. 


A 3 


which, 




PREFACE. 

\vliich, fLidcd hy the ardour of Philo- 
iophy* profniies to dtHipiite the gloom 
of igtioraocCj atid to Iprcacl the advan¬ 
tages of knowledge through a region 
where its cSeas majr be cxpcifted to 
be moft favourable to the general in- 
tcrefts of (bciety. 

To the exertions of one Gentleman, 
whole various excellencies panegyric 
might difplay in the warmeft terms, 
without being citarged with extrava¬ 
gance, the ENGUsii fettlements in the 
East iNntKS arc indebted for an inilitii- 
tion which has already exhibited fpeci- 
mcns of profound refearch, of bold in- 
vefUgation, and of happy illuftrarioft, 
in various fubje^ls of literature j—fub- 
jccls which, until the prefent times, 

had 
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had not cxcrcifcd thtf faculties of 
Euslopeaksj biitwliich, being pfotluccd 
to publlck; notice, will enlarge the 
bounds of knowledge, incrcafc the 
flock of information, and fumiib ma¬ 
terials for future Philofophcrs, Biogra¬ 
phers, and Hiflorians, 

That fo much has been already at- 
chieved by an infant Society, will be a 
fubjeft of furprize to thofe who have 
not confidcred the powers of genius and 
induflry to overcome obflacles. From 
w hat has already appeared at Ca lcotta, 
a judgment may be formed of what may 
hereafter be expensed. The ftorcs ol 
Oriental Literature being now- aceef* 
Able to thofe* who have ability to 
make a proper ufc of them, intelli¬ 
gence 


PREFACE. 

gencc hitherto Jockcd up, it may be 
hoped, will delight and inform the ca* 
quircrs after the Hiftory^ Anriquitics, 
Arts, Sciences, and Literature of Asia. 

Two Volumes of the Society’s Tranf- 
a^tions liave been already publiflied ; 
but thefc have been lb Iparingly diilrH 
buted in Great Britain that few have 
had the opportunity of bdng informed 
of their contents, or of judging of ihcir 
value. This drciiroftance has induced 
the Editor to fclc^t the contents of the 
prcfent volumes from them and the 
Aftatic Mifccllany, for the amufement 
and inftrudtion of the pubhek. They 
arc fuch as will confer honour on their 
authors, and afford cnicrtainmcciC to 
their readers. They contain a noble 

fpecimen 
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ipccimcn of the talents of our coun-* 
trymen inhabiting a diilant quarter of 
the globe, employing themfclvea fctlu* 
loufly and honourably in extending the 
credit and cflablifhlng the reputation 
of BiiiTOKS in new and unexplored re¬ 
gions of Science and Literature* 
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DISSERTATION 1. 

OK r«it 

GODS Of GREECE, ITALV, and INDM; 

WllJTTTEN jy MDCClXXXtV. 

W £ camior juftlj cojidudc, by arggmtmtg 
preccilwg the proof of ms, that one 
Idotoout people muft have borrowed rheir 
deities, rites, and tenets flora another ? /ince 
Gods of all fhap<^ and dimcnfloos may be framed 
by the bouttdiels pcFwcrs of jraaginatinn, or by 
the frauds and follies of men, in conn tries never 
eotmeaed; but when fafurcs of relorablrace, 
too ftrong CO have been atjcidentaJ, ate obftrv- 
ahle m diiferenr fyftems of poJytheifm. with¬ 
out fancy or prejudice to colour them and iin- 

B prove 
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pwvt the llkcneft, wc can fcarce help believ¬ 
ing, that fnmc connexion has immcniorially 
fubhUcd bciweoi the fcveral nations who have 
adopted them: it is my deiigii in this clTay to 
point out fueh a rcfcmblajice between the po¬ 
pular worfhip of the old Grt^h flnd Italiani and 
that of the J-lituit/fi nor can there be room to 
doubt of a gi eat fimilaHty between their flrange 
religions and that of C/uW* 

Plffygiat Phtenkf, i^yrin \ to which, perhap*S 
we may fafeiy add Ionic of the fuuthem king¬ 
doms and ev. n iOands of Ameni:a ; while the 
Gcibkk fyftem, which prevailed In the northern 
regions of Europe, was nor merely fimihr to 
ihofc of Gritct and f/fl'/y, hut almoU the fame 
in another Jrefs with an embroidery of Images 
apparently ^ifistkk. From all this, if it he ta- 
risfiftorily proved, we may Infer a general union 
□r affinity between the moll dtflinguifhcd in¬ 
habitants of the primitive world at rhe rime 
when they devUt^, as they did too early de¬ 
viate, from tlie rational adoration of the only 
true God. 

There leem to have been four principal fburcea 
of all mythology. 1. Hillorical, or nattiral, troth 
has been perverted into fable by ignorance, ima¬ 
gination, flattery, or ftopidity; as a king of 
whofc tomb had been difeovered in that 
iflajid, was cotjccivcd to have been the God of 

Olympm^ 
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^fymputi audMjh'Ofi, a le^iHatur of thatcouD* 
(ryt TO have been bis fou* and to hold a fu- 
prcitic ap[»eJIaTc junl^lflion over departed (bills; 
hence too probably flowed the rale of Cadmos^ 
as Boeii ART leamedly tru:cs it; hence beacons 
or volcanos became oite-cyed giants and mon* 
(lers vomiting flames; and two rocks, from 
their appearance to mariners in certain pod* 
tlons, were ruppofed to crulh all vcflcls attcfnpt- 
ing to pals between them; of which idle dc- 
rions many oilier iiifbnces might be colledled 
from the Offy£i‘y and the various Argmaathk 
poems- The lefs we fay of Julian ftars, detfl- 
cattona of princes or warriors, altars ratfeJ, with 
thole of ApollOi to the baleft of men, and 
divine titles bellowed on (uch ivretches as 
Caius OcTAviAKus, the lefs wc (hall expofe 
the infamy of grave IcttarorB and fine poets, or 
the brutal (idly of the low multitude t but we 
may be afluted, that the mad npoiheofls of truly 
great men, or of little men falfely called great, 
has been the origiJt of grols idolatrous ertors in 
every part of the pgati world. 11. The next 
Iburce of them appears to have been a wild ad* 
minttion of the heavenly bodies, and, after a 
rime, the lyflcms and calculattons of aflrono* 
mers: hence came a ctnilidenible portion of 
F-^^y^tian and Grecian fable; the SaBian wor- 
ihip in Arabia \ the Ptrjian types and emblems 
Ha of 
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of Mihr Of ttic i'uOt aud the lar-extended adon* 
lion of (he efemtuitSi and the powers of ttature; 
and bmcc pciiiaps all tlic ariihcial Cliroiiology 
Kit (he CbtHKfi and InJittas^ with the invention 
cf dcmigfxJs luid heroes to till (he vacant nichci 
in their extravagant arid imagijiary periods. 
Jil. Numberleta divinities have l)cen cr ea t ed 
lolcly by the magic of poetry i whofe edential 
hiiiinefs it is to pcrliinifv the itioil abAiaifl no- 
t?4>na» 3irjd to phee a nymph or a genius Jii 
every grove and almoA in every flower; heuco 
and yiif&y health and . remedy* arc the 
poetical daughters of jEscvtApius, whowaF 
cither a dillinguifTicd phyltcan* or medical (kill 
pcrluinfletl; and hence Cb tin/* or verdure^ is 
married to the Ztphyr, IV. The memphors 
and allegories of mtjralifls and metapliyflciaiis 
Jiave been alfo very fertile in Deities; ol which 
A ihoulatrd examples might be adduced from 
Plato, Cicero, and die inventive eomjnen- 
tators oil IIoMEm in their pedigrees of the 
Gokls* and their fabulous leflons of morality; 
the richrft and noble A A ream fiom ibis abuit-' 
lUtit founuin b the charming philofbphieal talc 
ot' Psyche, or the Prtgr<fji ^ the Souli dian 
w hich, to iny taAr, a more ivandfui* fuldime, 
and well-fupportcdallegary was never pmdiiced 
by the wirdom and ingenuity of man. Hence 
alio the inibati Ma'ya'^ or, the word is ex- 

plained 


ITAT-T, AND IKDt.4* 


5 


pLiincJ by Tome ffwdu fcholiirs. “ the firfl io. 
“ diimtion of the GodheatJ to diverfity himtclf 
(fiich is thek {ihrafe) bv creatiug worlds,” 
is feigned to be the mother ofunivrrJal nqrure, 
and f)J alJ tlic Infcrmr Gods; as 3 Cq/bmitLtn 
informeii nic when I aikeJ him, »vhy Ga'.'ha, 
or i^Tv, was feprefented as her fan"; bm the 
word Ma"ya', or rfr/fr/foff, ha* a more fulwile 
atid recondite rnife tti the f^.’d(inta philofbphy, 
where it fignifies the fyflctn of percefkiiaii, 
ii\ hethcf of fecondary or of primary ijtialitics, 
which the Deity was b(;he>'cd Iiy Ki'«cuah~ 
Mos, Plato, and many truly pious men, to 
raiie by his omniprelent fpirit irt the minds of 
hii creatures, but which had not, in their «[«- 
nion, any cxhtence indqiendeot of mind. 

fit drawing a paralkt lictwecii the Gods of 
the Indian atid Eu^pean IiwthenSr fr'^m what¬ 
ever iource they were derived, I IhaJI remem¬ 
ber, that notlting is Icfs favouralde to inquiries 
after truth thait a iyftematical fpirit, and /hall 
call ro mind the fiying of a Hindu writer, 

“ tijat whoe^'er obflitiately adheres to any fci 
** of opinions, may bring himfeif to ijclieve 
“ that the fre[hcft iattdaj-wood is a flame of 
Are:” this wiH eifcAuaHy prevent me from 
intl/ling that fuch n Ond of htdia avas the 
fupiTEit of Greece : fuch, the Apoi-lo ; Ivch, 
the MEKcuav : m /ince all the caufo of 

B j pofy- 
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polythcJim coniribLCcrd larg^y 
bla^ of Grecian dn’iiiitici Bacon re¬ 

duces fhem all to rciiiicd allegories, and New¬ 
ton to a poetical dilguifc of true hiftory), we 
fiud many Joves, many Apollos, many Mi£e- 
cuaiES, with dillinS attributes and capacities; 

jior iTiall I preftimc to fuggert moi'e, than that, 
in one capacity or another, there exifts a ftrik- 
ing fimitiiudc between the chief obje^^‘ of wor- 
(hip in ancient Greece or Itaiy and in the very 
intereRing country which wt now iuhabli. 

The compariiorv whicli I proceed to lay 
before you, muft needs he very fupcrficia), 
partly from tny fiiort rcfidcncc in Utaaufian^ 
prtly from my want of complete Icifurc for 
literary amnfements, bur principally bccaule I 
have no Ettropeaii book to refreih my memory 
of old fable-, except the conceited, though not 
unlearned, work of Pomhy, entitled 
tbeon, and that fo mifctably tranflated, that it 
can hardly be read with paiiciice. A thoutand 
more ftf'-kev of rcfemldincc might, I am fore, 
he cojlcfied by any who fhould with that v;cw 
perufe Hksiou, HvaiNos, CoRNunrs, and 
the other myihotogifts; or, which would he 
a fliorter and a pleafacter W'ay. Ihould be fa- 
tJsfied w ith the very ekgaiu Sytitogtmta of 
Littua GiRALUt*. 

PiS- 
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DisoUTSirioNi concerning tlie manners ainl 
condufl of onr jpccies in early or mdeed 

at any ttme, arc always curious ai leajl and 
amuftng; but they are highly inrerclling to 
fuch as can fny of thcmfelvcfi with CitHFMies 
in the play» “We are men, and take an tnie- 
** reft in all that rchies lo mankind They 
may et'cn be of Ibli J importance in an age when 
ibmc intelligent and virruons pcrfbns are in« 
dined to doubt the aothcnikiiy of the accounts* 
Jcliv'CFccl by MoasS), concerning the primirtce 
world ; Hitce no modes or iburces ofrealofiing 
can be utiimi»rtant whidi have a tendency to 
remove fuch doubtj. Either the Jiift eleven 
chapters of all due allowatices being 

made for a figurative Eaftem flyle, are true, 
or the whole fabrick of our iiatjona] religion is 
filfe; a conclufion which none of us, I irufl:, 
would wifh to he drawn. J, who cannot help 
believing the divinity of the Mrssiah, from 
the undifputed antiquity and manifcA comple* 
tion of many praphefies, efpecially thole of 
Isaiah, in the only peilbti recorded by hiftorv 
to whom they are applicable, atn obliged of 
courfc to believe the iaiiftity of the venerable 
books, to whicli that facr^ perfnt) referiS as 
tgenuine: but it is not ilic truth of our national 
religion, as fuch, that J have at heart; it h 
truth itfclf; and if any cool unbiaflcrd rcafoncr 
K 4 will 
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will dearly convince nie that Moses drew his 
narruuve through tgyfifMn consJuita from the 
pritnevd fouu^ma oFliterature, I lliall 
dleetn him as a Fritinci tur having weeded my 
miutl from a capital error* and proraile to Jbnd 
among the fort^mall in alfiHijig to dec btc the 
truth, Ur'hich he has aFccrtamed. fitter Fuchsi 
dedaratiun, { cannot but pdfliade myidf, that 
no candid man will (je dilpleatH iF, in the 
courfeor my work, 1 make zs free w'ith Jiiiy 
argnment.s that he may have atlvanced, as t 
fltouh) really dthreJum to do i\ ith any of mint: 
that he ctm) be diipolcd to controvert. 1 iavilrg 
no tyftcm of my own to mainiairi, I not 
piirlhe a very regular mctliod. but thall take 
all the Gods, of whom 1 ditcourfe. as they hap> 
pen ici prdem thenildvcst beginning, how¬ 
ever, like the Romani and chc HithIms^ witii 
jAHt s or Ganesa. 

The mice and attributes of this old Itaihin 
deity are fully compriJed hi two choriamhick 
verfet of Sf’tFiTics ; and a farther account of 
him from Ovjn tvould here be fupcrfiuous; 

Jaxit ptUry Jane titm, dhft hirtltty Uf’rmiiy 

O tttu rtrtm ftiisTy O dttrvm t 

“ Father jAVD^iU-bclKililing Jaku$, riiffli ibviiifijir'with 
cwti and wiii) two O uf 

nil klujigif jiiJ of JelikA T*' 
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He w.is the God, we Tee, of iViJthm j whence 
he reprefented on coins with and on the 
Hftrufean Ima^ fl>uiid at Falifii ^vith fmr 
feefe ; emblems of prudence and cireumfpeC' 
tbti : rhui is Gang's A, the God of PFifimt m 
HinJuJiat^t painted with an Ekphanft head, 
the tymtxit of liigaciooii djlcerjimeiit, and at> 
rende^ by a favourite rai^ wlitch the InJtant 
consider as a wdle and provident animal, Mia 
next gr&n chatafler (the plentiful fourcc of 
many fuperflitious ufages) was that, from 
which he is emphatically ftilcd thefitbif', and 
which the fecond verle before cited more fully 
espreHes, the origin wnJ founder of uli tliingt t 
whence this not ion arofc, unlcfs from a traili- 
rloil that he Grfli built Ihrincs, niifert altars, 
and tiiflittited iacrilices, it is not caiy to con- 
je^urc ; hefjce it Csme, however, that hia 
name was invoked before any other Ged; that, 
in the old &cretl rites, com and wine, and, in 
later times, jitcerjfe alfo, were Gnl offered to 
J akusj that the doort or fatrances to private 
iiontes were called and any pervious 

paflage or thoroughfare, in the plural numtjcr, 
fani^ or •tvhh /wj hgmamgx ; that he was re- 
preJeiitcd holding a rod, aa guartlbn of ways, 
and ;i key, as optaingt nor gates only, but aU 
important vtorks and njfntri manktud ; that 
he was thought to prefide oyer the morning, or 

beginning 
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hegiBJi'ng ^iiyi th,n, although the Roman 
jcar began rtgularfj ts-itb Marcb^ yci the 
eleventh month • namcct ^attuariuj^ wss oui- 
fiilcrcJ a 3 _^v^ of the tivclve, whence the whole 
year was Jiippofcd to be under his guidance, 
Mid opened w'ith great fiilcmiiiiy hy the confuls 
ioaugunited to his hnie, where his Aatue was 
decorated oji that occadon with frelh Jaurei: 
and, for the fame reafon, a ibkmn denunci¬ 
ation of war, than which iltcre can hardlv be a 
inore iBomentous nationaj ail, was made by 
the military conful’s upciiing the gates of his 
temple with all the pomp of his magrllracy. 
The twelve altars nud twelve dtapcls of Janii? 
might cither denote, according to the general 
opitiion, tfjal he leads apd governs tw'clv'j 
months, or ibat, as he ftys pf himfelf in Ovii>, 
alt entrance and access miift be itt^e through 
him to the principal Gods, who were, to a 
proverb, of the (amt number. We may add, 
that Jakus was imagined to prefide over tur 
fants at their birth, or the of life* 

TfJE fnJian dii'inity has piecifel)* the fame 
charaffer? all facriflces and religious ceremo¬ 
nies, all addrefTes even to fuperior Gods, all fe- 
rinus compofitions in writing, and all worldly 
al^rs of tnomcjir, arc begun by pious Hmdut 
with an invoearinn of Gaxe'sa ; a word com- 
pofed of ija, iht ^vcrnar or huder, tivA garfii^ 

or 
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or a of deities, n/fif of which comp- 

liies are enumerated in the jftKatc6jh. lunaiiccs 
of opening bufinds 3 Ufptctou% br on ejacula¬ 
tion to die Janus of India (if the lines of re- 
lemblance here traced svill juftif/ tne in lb call¬ 
ing him) might be muliiplied with cafe. Few 
books are begun without the words fafutatlm t9 
Gang's, and he h firfl invoked by the Bralh- 
mamt who condu^ the trial by ordeal* or per¬ 
form the ccfemoiiy of die hima, or facrtiicc to 
fire. M, SosNLRAT reprefents him as highly 
revered on the coaft of Coroittttude/i “ where 
" the Ifsduttu (he lays) would not on any ac- 
count build a Iioufe without having placed 
on the ground an image of this deity, which 
** they fprinkle with oil and adorn every day 
“ with flowers; they let up hb figure in all 
their temples, in the flrccts, in the high 
** mads, and in open plains at the foot of foinc 
tree; fo that prrlbiis of all ranks may in- 
** voke him before they undemke any bufinels, 
** and tnivdlcrs worfliip him before they pro- 
cecd on their journey.’* I'o this 1 may add, 
from my oivn obfervaiion, that in the commo¬ 
dious and ufcful town vrhicli now rifes at 
Dhnrmarmfa Or under the aufpiccs of 

the aftive and benevolent Tkomas Law, Efq. 
colle^itor of R^tast every new-built houfe, a- 
grceably to an immemorial ulage of the Hiadutw 

has 
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InS the* Dame of fiTpcrfirribal or> it,t 

door; and, in [lie old mu’ii, his imagfc is plnccd 
over the gaTr^s of rhr tctnplcs. 

We come now to Saturn'* the oldeft of 
the pagan Gods* «f whofe office and aelloos 
niui^ is records*]. The jargon of his hemg the 
foil of Earth and of Heaven* who was tiie Ton 
of the Sky and tlic p 4 y* is purely a confcflion 
of ignorance who ^’cit his parents or u ho lits 
prcdcceHors; and there appears moic feiifc In 
the tradition fatd to be ineucioned by the inqiiii-' 
fitivcaiid welhirtformcd i*r,ATO, •* that both 
“ Satuen* ortTiW, and his con/urr Cybeif, 
“ or the F.i/r/i), together with their aitend- 
** ants, were the children of Ocri/Jrand Tni- 
** Tis, or, in lefs poetical huigtmgc, fprang 
'* from the waters of the great deep.*' 0 :re 3, 
the goddefs of harvefts, was, it fecjiis, their 
daughter t and ViROtt. ddcribes ** the mo- 
** ther and nutde of all as croxvned wdth rur- 
rets, in .1 car drawn hy lions, and cnuIc* 

** iiig in her hundred graiid^fiins. all divine, 

“ ail fiihahitiHg fplcndid cclrflial tnanfifjtis " 
As the QhI of Time, or rather as 'Tmn^ itfclf 
perfoiitHcd* SaToen was ufunlty pdntcti hv 
the heathens Imlding a ftyrhe in one hand, and 
in the nthcr a fnakc wdtb its mil in irs moutfi, 
the frmbol of perpetual cycle? and revolnrioris 
prages: he xvas ofteti repretented in the act ot 

devour* 
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devouring years, ij^ ihc form of cliildten, and, 
fomcXimcs» ucircJtd by the leafoiis appearing 
[ike boys and gidt. By the he ivu^ 

named SATll^^^u$;altd the iiigeniou) i::ty~ 
mology of that word b given hy Testus the 
grammarian; who traces it, hya [earned ana¬ 
logy to many hmilor names, JatUf fft^tn 
}damiag. becaufe, when he reigjied in f/a^^ 
lie iiiti^iiceil and improved agriculture; but 
his dhlinguhhJug charaflcr, which ex.plaiua, 
indeed^ all his tirher ittles and fuiiAiaits, was 
exprcflcd allcgoricaily by ihc flcm of a Ihip or 
galley ott the reverfe of his ancient coins; for 
which Ovfo afTigns a vciy nnlatisfa^lory rta- 
fon, ** bccaufo the divine ftrtwigcr arrived In a 
** folp oji the Itfi/iav coaftas if he could have 
been eipciflcd on horfo-back| or hovering 
through the air. 

The account, quoted by Posif r from Alfi- 
ANPr.M PoLVUis roR, ods a dearer light, if 
it rcalJy ciinc from genuine ataiq jity, on ibc 
whole talc of Satujis* : that he predifled an 

“ extraarJjiiary fall of min, and ordercd,thc eon- 
** ftrutHon of a vcficl, in which it was necef- 
“ ftry to fecurc men, beaBs, birds, and rep- 
** tiles from a general inundation." 

Now it I'eeins not e:ily to take a c<iol re- 
vie^v of all Uiefo tenimoiites couceniing the 

birth. 
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birth, kindt'ed, ofBpring, charadlcr, occupd- 
tions, and entire life of Satukn, without if-* 
IcDttng to the fipmion of Bochaht, or admit¬ 
ting it at leaft to be highly probable, that the 
feblc was railed on the true biftoryof Noah ; 
from whole flood a new period of tirnt was 
computed, and a nctv ferics of ages may be 
laiil to have fpnmg; who rofe frelh, and, as 
ir w'cre, newly born from the waves; whole wife 
was in the uiilvcrld] tnather, and, that the 
cartii might footi be rcpeopled, was early bleflbd 
w'itii numerous and Hoiirilhiiig dcfcendants : if 
we produce, therefore, an king of di¬ 

vine birtli, ctnitient for his piety and bcuc- 
ficciicc, whofe Aorv ieems evidently to be that 
of Noah Jifguifod hy jfjiatick lidion, wc may 
fafely offer a conjeclure, that he was alfo the 
lame perltinagc with Satoen. This was 
A'Iehv, or SaTYAVEATA, whofe patronymick 
name was Vaivaswata, or Child of the 
Sun? and whom the Indlaiti believe to have 
rdgrjcd over the vvhule world in the earlieff age 
of their chronology, but to have refided in the 
country ofon the coaft ofthe Eaftem 
Indit/n Pcninfula: the following narrative of the 
princifNil event in his lite I have litcmlly tranf- 
bted iVom the BhJ^avat • and it is the fubjeft 
of ilie lirll Pui’diidf cjititlcd that of the 
Of Fijl\ 
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* Dt siRiNC the pr^fcrvatioa of berrfs, arid 
‘ of Bra6manit of genii aijt! virtuous meu, of 

* ihe of law, and of precious dimgs, 

* the lord of the univtrfe aflifmcs tmay bodiJy 

* Ihapcs; but» though he pervades, like the 

* air, a variety of beings, yet he is bicofclf 
‘ unvaried, Jiucc he has uo quality fqbjeft to 
‘ change- At the efofe of the lift 

* there was a general deftf uction occaiiooed by 
« the Jlecp of Brahma'; whence his creatures 
‘ in diifercnt worlds ivere drowned in a vaft 

* ocem. Brahma', being inclmeet to flum- 
‘ bcf* deilring rcpofcaficra bpfeof ages, the 

* ftrong demon HATAcni''vA came near him, 

* and flolc the which had flowed irom 

‘ hislipg. When Hfri, the preierver of the 

* uitiverle, difeovered this deed of the Prince 

* ot he took the fhape of a mtimte 

* hlh, called fa^harh A holy hmg, named 

* Satvaviata, then reigned; a tcivant of 
' the fpirir, which movctl oii the waves, and 

* fo devour, that water was bis. only fude- 

* nance. He was the child of ihe^uii, and, in 
‘ the prefenr Caipn, is in veiled by Nara'tan 

* hi the oflfcc of by ihe name of 

* Sra'odh aDi'va, or the God of Gbi'cqurcs. 

* One day, a$he was making a libaiioii in the 

* river Crifaftididt and 1;eld waier in the paliu 

* of hislund, he perceived a itnall J!iih moving 
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* in if. The king of Dravtra Immediately 

* dropped the fith Into the river logeihej* w'ich 

* the Avaicr, which he had taken from it^ 
*■ ti'hentbc /up*lari thus paihetjcally addrefled 

* the benevolent loonarch : *' How eottflrhou^ 
** O king, who Ihowcft afFeftion to the op- 
** preffed, leave me in this river-tvater, where 
“ i am too weak to rellfl the mongers of the 
“ llream, who fill me with dread?” He, not 

* knowing who had alTumed the form of a fifli, 

* applied hU mind to the prcfer^'arbn of the 

* ^/itp IkjiIi from good-nature and from re- 

* gard to his own foul; and, having heard hs 

* very fiippliaut addref;, he kindly pheed it 

* under his proreilioii In t fmaU vafe full of 

* w'ater; but, in a lltiglr night, Its btilk was 

* fi) iiicreafed, that it could not be contained iti 

* the jar, ami thus agaiji addrefled the illuf- 
' trioui Prince: ** J am not pleafed with living 
“ mifcmbly iu tlm little va(e; make men Lir^ 

“ manhon, where I may d^velJ in cotnfort.” 

‘ The king, removing it tlience, placed it m 

* tJic ivater of a cirtem i but it grew throe cu- 

* bits in Icffi than iifty minutes, and faid: 

" O king, if plcafes me not to (lay vauilv in 

this narrow cillcm : tince thou haft granted 
me an alyium, give me a fpacbiis Iiabita- 
tioiu" He tijcn removed it, ajtd placed k 

* iu 
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* i/i a pool, where, having ample fpacc around 
^ its body, it became a llfh of conliderable 

* Cze, Tills abode, Q king, h not cotivc- 
** nicijt forme, whomu/i fwtm at large in the 
“ waters! exert thy (elf for rnyfifcty, andre^ 
** move me to a deep like.'* Thus addreircd, 
' die pious monarch threw the fuppliiuti into a 
' lake, andwiicit it grew of equal bulk with 

* that piece of water, he caA the yall fi/h into 

* the (k- Wlwo the fifli ii-as thrown into die 

* waves, he thus again Jpoke to Satyavua- 
' ^a: " Here the horned lharks. and other 
“ monAeni of great Arcngth will devour me; 


** thou diouldA not, Q valiant man» leave me 
** in this ocean/* Thus repeatedly dduded by 
* the fi(h, who had addrcAcd him whh gentle 
‘ words, the king faid: ** Who art thou, that 
** begtuleA me in chat alTumed (hape ? Never 
before have I fcen or heard of k> prodigious 
" an inhabitant of the waters, who, like thee, 
" has filled up, in a fioglc day, a lake an hun- 
" dfcd leagues in circumference. _Surely, thou 
'* art Bhacavat, who appeareA before me; 
the great Hnni, whole dwelling was on the 
waves ; and who now, in compAion to thy 
Icrvants, beareA the form of the natives of 
the deep. Salutation and prailc to thee, O 
ArA male, the lord of creation, of pre- 
fervation, of dctlru^ioii! Thou art the 
C ** highcll 


if 
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** bighdl olijctt, O niprcme ruler, of us 
** il)y adorers, who pioufly Jeek Utee. All 
“ thy dclulivc defants ifj this world give 
'* exiftcDceto vcirious l>cings; yet t am anxious 
** lo know, for what cauie that fliapc has been 
** alTiimcd hv thcc» Let me not, O lotos- 
*• eyed, approach in vain the feet of a deity, 
" whofcporfcfl benevolence has been extended 
" to all {when ihou hflfl fhowti OS to oof amaze* 
“ ttimt the appearance ot other bodies, ttot in 
** reality exitling, hut fucce/hvcly exhibit^.** 

* The lord of the univcHc, loving rbe pious 

* man who thus Implored him, and intend- 

* ing to preferve him from the lea of dctlruc- 
‘ tion, caufed by the depravky of the age, thus 

* told him how he wa> to aft* In feven 
** days from the prclcni time, O thou tamer 
*♦ of enemies, the three worlds will be plunged 

in an ocean of death; hut, in the mtdll of 
“ the dchroying waves, a large veflcl, fent by 
me for thy ule, (hall ftand before thee. 
** Then fliali thou take all medicinal herbs, all 
*' the variety of feeds, and, accompanied by 
“ feven faints, encircled by pirs of all brute 
** animals, thou lhalt enter the fpacious ark, 
** and conciiHie in it, iiM:urc from the flood, on 
** one immenfe ocean without light, except 
** the radiance of thy holy companions- Whcji 
** the Ihip fliall be agitated by an impluous 

“ wind, 
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'* xvind* thow fh^dt f^cu it ivlth s lurge Ica- 
** ferpeut «>ti my hi>m j Ibr I wiUbennr thee; 
** draxving ihc vctlej, wlih thee and tby 3:tteiid-' 
** antt, 1 will rciTtain nu tlie cwcin, O chief of 
** men, until anightof UR,ajrMA‘‘fliaU bccom- 
" plctcly ended. Thou ftalt t licit know my imc 
** grcamels, rightly named the fupreme God* 
“ head j by my fHvour, all thy queftion* flwll 
“ be snfwered, and thy mind abuiidanily in* 
“ rtruificd.'’ Iltftt, having thui^ direft^ the 
‘ monarchy difappeared j and Sattavrata 

* humbly tvaited for the time, which ihc ruler 

* of our fenlei had appolnrciL The pioos 

* king, having icattered coward the Eaft the 

* pointed blades of the grafsdbr^Zwr, and torn* 

* ing his face towatd the North, fat medita* 

' ting on the fc« of the God, who had home 

* the form of a fifli. The fea overxvhelming 
‘ its /hones, ddugod the whole earth ; and it 

* was fiioa perceived to he augmented by 

* Hiowcri from iramenfe clouds. He, ftill 

* meditating on tlic cummauJ of Buaoavat, 

* ftw the veflel advancing, and entered it with 

* the chiefs of BraiMtam^ having carrtt?J into 

* it the mctltcmal creepers, and conformed fo 

* the diredious of Hk SJ. The friuts thus od* 

* drc/Tcd him: ** O king, nieditatc on Ce- 

sava ; who will, furely, deliver us from 
this danger, and grant us pro/iicriiv, ’* I he 
C 2 ' * God, 


*4 


lo OiJ THE «ODS OF GRltECK, 

‘ God, being invoked by ihe monarch, ap- 

* peared agaiti didin^lly on the vaft ocean in the 

* form of a fi(h, bkizing like gold, cxtctiduig^a 

* million of leagues, with one ft upon dous horn ; 

* on which the king, as he had betore been 

* commanded by Hexi* tied the (htp with a 

* cable made of a vaft fcrpcQt, and happy in 

* hie prefervaiKirt, ftood pnifing the deftroyer 

* of. M Ai>nu. When the monarch had linifhcd 

* hh hymn, the primeval male, Bhacavat, 

* who watched for his fafety on the great esf- 

* pufe of water, r,ioke aloud to bis own di- 
*■ vine cflcncc, pronouncing a (acred Parana^ 

* wlrich contained the rules of the 

* phtlofbpliy : but ittm an ijjfinite myftcry, to 

* be concealed wiitun the breaft of Satya- 

* VR4.TA ; w'ho, luting in the veftcJ with the 

* fflintf;, heard the priticiptc of the foul, the 
' Eternal Being, pmclainied by the preferving 

* power, I’hen MrBJ, rlfing together with 

* Bra^hma from the deftrufiive deluge, which 

* wMs abttad, (lew the demon Havaori'va, 

* and recovered the (acred hooks, Satva- 
' VRATA, iiiftruftcd in all divine and human 

* knowledge, was appuinted in the preleiit 

* Calpa^ by the favour of ihc hivcnih 

* Mk\u, furaamed VAtVASWATA t but the 

^ appearance of a horned fifh to the religious 
' motiarch was or dclufion; and he 

* who 
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* who (hat) dev'outly hear tWn impi>rta]it bIIc- 

* goncal iwrrarivc, wiJl be licllverti! from the 

* bondage of flu/ 

This epitoitic of the tirl> faJmn JJinory that 
is uoiv cxfaiic, appears ro me very curious and 
very importaor; for the flory. though whim- 
fically drefled vtp in the form of an aJU-gory^ 
Icems to prove a primeval tmditSun in this 
country of the mhserfal d(}itg4 dclcribed by 
MoiEs» and fixes coo tcqucntly thc.imt when 
rlic genuine Hitu/u Chr«fiol<^ a^lmtlly begins, 
We nud, it U true. In the rcom n'hich 

the narrative is c%tr 2 ,&et\^ i/Mthfriftiuge, witich 
happened towards the clof'a of the f6trJ age* 
when yiroifiSHTn*iB was lat)ouriirg under tlie 
pcffecutidn of hia iiivctemtc foe t)t7BYKn'Di\N^, 
and when Cnbisuka, who had recciitlv l>c- 
comr Incarnate for the pnrpofe of fuccouring 
the pious and of dclboying the wicked, was 
performing wonders in the country of Afof Aura j 
but the fcco^d Hood u'HS merely /ore/, and iri'- 
tended only to a(fc£l the people of Praja t they, 
it had ofiended ]ni>ha, the Ciod of the 

firmament, bv their cnthufiaflic adoraiiou of 
the wonderful child, “ who lifted up the 
** mountain GotrrdAfJta as if It had been a 
“ flower, and by fheltering alj the herdfmeti 
and fhcpherdclles front the fiorm, convinced 
** Indka of his fupremacy.” That the Satya, 

C y or 
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Of (if W'c may vcnniru (o ro call it) the Saiaf- 
fiiarft age was in truth ihc age of the g^nrra/ 
flooclp will aftpt^r from si clofr cKamtnanoti of 
the ten ^witJrs, or D^rnts^ of the <lcity in 
tiia capatiiy of preferver; lince of the I'oiif* 
which are declared to have happened in the 
Sunavftg, the t^rc^ ^rjl apparently relate to 
i’ome fttipendous ccHivttiiioti of our globe frotn 
the fbunrautf of the deep^ and the fourth exhi^ 
bit£ the tniracnlituf puiiiihmcnc of prkle and 
impiety* FiHl, ns we have fhotvn, there was, 
in the opinion of the an ititcrpolitioii of 

Ffovidciicc to pTcfcr^'c a devour perlon and his 
family (for all the Pan^Us agree, that hii wife, 
though not named, mui^ be ufidotihjcid to have 
Iteert laved with birn) fmm an iiiujidatiort) by 
which alt the wicked ere deArttyed ; next, the 
j'ruver of the deity tlclcends in the form of a 
/fflfjr, the lymbol ofArength, to draw up and 
fiippoit on his tulks the whole earth, which 
bad been fitfik lurjieatli the (K:can i thirdly, the 
Uineptnveristrpnrfcutedasa fm/sifi fulhiniag 
I lie globe, w hich had Iweft cnnvtrJfcd by the 
violent afTaults of demons, wJiik- the Gods 
churned (he lea w'itli the mountain Ahndttr, 
and forced it to dtigorge the facred things and 
animals^ together with the water of life, which 
it bad fwallowed. ‘fhefe three AoHcs relate, f 
think, to the fame event, lhadowed b^‘ a mo¬ 
ral. 
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jral, a meraphyricaJ, and an agronomical alle¬ 
gory ; and all tbret feem cajuxeilcd wiih tLe ht- 
enogUphical (cnlpturea of (he otd Egyptiam, The 
fourih Avatar was a liiit ifilling from a hord¬ 
ing cQlumn of marble to devour a blalpheming 
tnonarcb, who would othtrwifc have (bin his 
religious Ton; and of the remainiug Gx, not 
one has the lead relation to a deluge: the threci 
which arc alcribed to the Tre/^ugy when ty¬ 
ranny and irrcltgion are faid to have been in¬ 
troduced, were ordauieti for the overthrow of 
tyrants, or, their natural types, giants with a 
thou find arms formed for the moll extenfivc 
opprenion 1 and, in the lyu/iiparvug., the in¬ 
carnation of CrtsRN a was partly for a Gmilar 
purpKilc, and partly with a view to thin the 
w'orld of unjuA and impious mcti, who had 
multiplied in that age, and began to fwarm on 
the approach of the Ciifryitg, or the age of f#Jt- 
ifofioft and bafend's- As to Buddha, he Icems 
to have been a reformer of the do£tniies con¬ 
tained in the yjtim; and though his good-na¬ 
ture led liim to oenfure thole antient books, 
bccaufc they enjoined IscriUccs of cattle, yet 
he is admitted as the ninth J^vatdr even by the 
Brdhmdnt of C«or, and his praifes arc fung by 
the poet JayadeVa ; hb cbaraiftcr is in many 
rclpctfls very cxtraordmaTy ; hut as an account 
oi*it belansis rather to i lifiory than m Mvtho- 

C 4 logy. 
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losiy» it is refervc'I for smother Dif!ertaiioii. 
Tilt tenth Avatar we jire tolJ, if yet to come, 
and is expcclcd to appear mounted (like the 
crowned c.niqueror in the ApocAyps) on a w'hitc 
horfe. with a cimeter bidding like a comet to 
mow down nil Jncorrigihle and itnpcjniciii of" 
lenders, who OihII then be on cartbi. 

Tiiism four 7 'rfgt have lb appateiit an affi¬ 
nity with the GrtdtSM and Rama/t ages, that 
one origin may be natunjly affigned to bath 
fvAems: the fitd iji botli ts dtA jiguithed as 
abounding in ga-Jt though Satya mean trati 
and pre^ity^ wliich were iound, if ever, in the 
times immediately following fo ttemendauH an 
exertion of the divine piwer as ihc deArndloit 
of mankind by a ge:icr 1 deluge; the next is 
charaflerifed by^A;rr, and rhe third by cutpperi 
though their ulUal names allude to irroportions 
imagined itt each between vice and virtue; the 
prefctiT, or raribgjt, age teems more pmperly 
diferiminated tljiui by inn^ as in antlent Earepfi 
lince that metal is not haler or leJs uJcfuI, 
though motr common Iti our times, and con- 
l^uently Jels precious than copper; while mete 
tartb conveys an idea of the lowctl degradation. 
We may here obferve, that die true Niflotfy of 
the Woihl feems nbvioufly divifiblc into Jhu * 
ages or periods; which may be csllcd, hrll, 
the Dikvien or pureft age; namely, the times 

prcccd- 
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prcccdmg rbc deluge, Ami tha^e fuccccding it 
<iU die mad Iiitnidti^oD ol idrrlatij at Balie !; 
iieitl, the Pairifirthai^ Of pure age; hi which, 
iiiikcd, there were mtghry hunters of beafl^ 
and of men, from che rite of pHtriarchs in the 
family of Sem, to the nmuIta[ieour..eilablilh- 
mcfiC of great empires by the defeendants of his 
brother I Ia'm ; thirdly, tlic AhJaicij or left 
pure age, from the legadon of Moses, aitd 
during the time when hi^ oidlnances were 
compaiativeiy wcU-obferved and uncorrupred: 
Istfily, the Pr6phet!CiiI, or hnpare, age, begin- 
nitig with the vehement waniiiigs given by the 
Fropliers to spoliate Kings and degenerate oa- 
tioiis, but Hill fubfiAiog and to fublifl, until 
all genuine prophelies fhall be fully actom- 
plidicd, Tlic dutatlori of the hiHorlcal ages 
muA needs be veiy uncejuai and difproporEion- 
ate ; while that of ttic ftfdian 7~ugf is dilpoled 
To regulsrlyaud arrificiaUv, that it cannot be 
admutixl as tiatural or probable: men do not 
become reprobate in a geometrita] progreflion, 
or at rhe cermiiiatleri of roguiir pi;fiDds; yet lb 
well pitipcrrioiied are the that even the 

l^gth of human life is diminifhed, as they ad¬ 
vance, from an bmidred thouf^d years in a 
fubdecuple miio ; and as the number of prijici- 
paj in each dccrcalcs arithmetically 

from four, lb the number of years in each dc- 

creal^ 
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crcales g^comctrl&ilEj', and all togrtlier conftitvtfc 
the cxrnv^L^ut j'um of four nitlltoii rhicr hun> 
dred and twenty thoufand years; which aggre¬ 
gate, niulcipUcd by feventy-one, is tlie period 
in which every Mniifu is believed to prdidc 
over the world. Such a period, one might 
coueelve, would have laitslied Arcmvtas, the 
fffe^itrtT anJtarih^ und the tiumbircr'^ their 

fitnds^ or Arch)M t or?, who invented a nota- 
tiou that was capable of cxprelTiiig the number 
ot them; but the comprchcnitvc mind of an 
Indian chronologifl has ito limits; and the 
reigns of founccti Mkwus arc only a hngle day 
of Brahma', fifty of which days have elapiril, 
according to the iiinduty from the time of the 
Creatum. That all this puerility, oi it feetns at 
lirfl view, may be otily an aflrunornical riddle, 
ond allude Co the apparent rcvoluiioit of the 
fixed liars, of which the Sriima/tt made a 
ntyfVery, 1 readily admit, and am even uiolincd 
to believei but To ttxrhiiical an orrangeincjit 
excludes ail idea of Itrious I fillory. I am fen- 
fll'lc [jow much fhcJc remarks will offwid the 
warm advocates for Indian atitiquity; but we 
mud not f^cridee truth to a bafe fear of giving 
offence. 1 hat the I^edat were a^ualfy written 
before the Qood ] IhaJl never believe j nor can 
we tiifcr from die preceding llt>ry, that the 
learned Hhtdus believe it; for the sllcguricaJ 

flum- 
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flumbcr of Brahma' the thcit of the fi- 
creU hooks mem cmly, ia (imptcr Lingiiagc, 
that the humnTt race <t}as become corrupt ; but 
that the f^cibix arc very ontsuat. and ftr older 
than other Sanjbrtf compoiTtjoas, I will ven- 
titnc to aill’rt froro my own c^rninartna of 
them, and n comparitbn of their flyle with rtut 
of the Furdttt aticl the Dlferma Sdjfra, A hmi- 
lar comparilbii juflijies mein pronouncing', tliar 
the excellent htv-Ixiok aferib^ to Swa'vamb- 
nuYA Menu, though not even prctcrjded to 
have been wnLieti by him, is more aotteut than 
the Bha'cjavat ; but that it ms eompofed in 
the fird age of the world, the Br^bmoni would 
Hjid it hatd to perluade me; and ebr: date, 
which has beea afligned to it, does not appear 
ia either of the two copies which J pofTHii, or 
in any otl^er tliai has been collated for me; m 
the fuppofed date is comprifed in a v^eidc 
which flatly cotitradidls the work illiJf; for k 
was not Menu w ho compiled the lyl^crn oflaw, 
by the command of his father Brajsma', but 
a holy perlonnge or demigod, named BHarnu, 
who revealed to men wliat Men u bad delivered 
at the requeft of him and other faints or patri¬ 
arch j* In the M^naroa Sdj}r^t to conclude this 
dtgrcllion, the mcafure is lb uniform and: me¬ 
lodious, and [he ftj'lc fa perfectly Sanf- rh or 
that rhe biok mull Ia‘ more modem 

than 
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(ban the Tcripivir^^ of in ^vlneh rJier 

fimpjicltjr pi mthcr [lakednt'fs, of the Hftmtf 
dblcc^, metre, and Ayle, mull coi^vbiee every 
□abiafled man of iheir fupenor antiquity. 

1 i.EAVE ctymolu^lfU, tvho decide every 
thing, to d.'cidc wliether the word .Vhso, oi, 
ill the nominative calc, Mrscs, any con^ 
nofiion svjth Minos, the l.awgivcr, and fup- 
jiolcd Ciiiof JoVK : die Crdam, according lo 
Dfoponus uf SicilY, rfed to feign, tbut moft 
of the great men who b;jJ IxTen dclBed in rc- 
tuni for the berietlts which they iiad conferred 
on maxikiud, w'cre bom in thdr bland; and 
hence a doubt may br raifed, whether Minos 
was really a Cretan^ The fmhatt Icgidator 
was the firft, noi the Seventh IVIeno, or Sa- 
tvavkata, whom 1 fuppole to be the 
3ArtrBN of Italy: part of Saturn's Chirac^ 
jer, indeed was dial of a great lawgiver, 

£tn 2 tt iitAeiU <n dtfpt-ffi.-Ht lUfKiHimi dth 

Cimf^hih Icgdflitti de^t i 

and rve may fufpccl, thnt all the fourtrnt 
Me us arc reducdJc to one, who was calJeil 
?it?ir bj the ^/rrdir, and pTobahly by the /A** 
/I'rn'f, though ivc have difguifeci his nanit by 
an improper pronuncianon of it. Some near re-* 
latjon between the ftventb Mt vu and the Gi f^ 
f/atf Minos may be inferred from the fingular 
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charai^er of the Hindu God YaMa, who was 
alfb a chUd of the aiid thcticc named V ai> 
VA3WATA : he had too the lame titJc with his 
brother Sra''j>oha0e'va ; anoclitr of Ids titics 
was Dhsrmara'ja, or King of and 

a third. Pi t r ipeti* or Ltsrdoj the Putria^ehi - 
hut he is chiefly diOmguilhed as yir^^j' ^ 
partedfinis ; for ihc Hindut believe, that whea 
a loul learn its body, it immediately repairs u> 
Tarnapttr^ or the city of Vama, where it re¬ 
ceives 3 jufi tcnrence fr^m liim, and either as¬ 
cends to Sni'crgu^ or the firrt lieaven, or is dri¬ 
ven down to NartTc^ the region of firrpents, or 
alTtimes on earth the form of Ibmc animal, nn- 
lefs its offence had been filch, that it ought to 
be condemned to a vrgetabJe, or even to a 
mineral, prilbn. Another of his names is very 
remarksihlc 1 I mean that of Ca'i.a, or /jW, 
the idea of which is Intimardy blended vs ith 
the charadfers of Satdrk and of NoAti j lor 
the name Cnon’os has a nianifcH alhnity with 
the word chren&si and a leanrcd foHo^'cr of Ze- 
RA'rosiiT allures me, that m the books w liich 
the Ptitdim hold (acred, m.'ntion is made of an 
stniverjaiinundikittm^ there named the deluge of 
Tims. 

It having been occalionally obfrrvcd, that 
Cl HRS was the poetical daughter of SATirM\, 
ive cannot clofc this head wiihour adding, that 

the 
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the Hindus aUb have rheif G^ddifspf jfhundirrc^, 
whom they ufnally call LacsmmA anti whom 
they confidcr as the daughter (iii>t of 
hilt) of BHrictff hy whom the firft Code ot 
iiicred ordinances was promulgated t Ihc is alio 
named and Cam ala' from the iacred 

Lotos or but her mnlV remttkable 

name is Saj', or^ in the firfl: cafe. Sri's ; which 
has a rcfcmhiance t itIicZ^wi,aod mcans/or/jifflfe 
or pTdfperhj. Jt may lie contended, that, al¬ 
though iMcsHMi' may be figuratively called 
the CKHfS of Hindujiany yet any two or more 
idolatrous na uni IS, who fubtifiedby agriculture, 
iTjlghT uaturnlly conceive a Deity to prcfiileovcr 
their bbours, without having the icaft iritcr- 
courfe with each orlier; but no reafuii appears, 
why two uatioQs ihouEd concur in fuppolliig 
that Deity to be a female: one at leafr of them 
would be more likely to Imwginc, that the 
Eittrt& was a Goddefr, and that the CtoiI of 
abundance rendemd her I'ertilct Bcfidcs, hi 
veiy ancient temples near Gitya^ wc Ice images 
of LacseIm]', with full breafb and a 
t^vifted under her arm like a horn ^ fkniy^ 
which look s'cry much like the old Grecian and 
Rmnn figures of Ces es. 

The fable of Satur:? having been thus 
analjl^, let us proceed to his dclcctidariis ; 
and beglli, as the Foci adviies, with JupirEfi, 

wboic 
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whofc fiiprcmac)v thuiii^er, and Ubcrilolfm, 
c very boy Uams from Ov to; wIjjIc h» great 
ofSccs of Creator, Preferver, and Deftroyer, 
are not gencrallv’ cotifidcrcd lo tlie (yftems of 
Kuropeitn tnychologv. The Rottmitf Iiad, a^ 
we have before obfcrv'cd^ many JtrpiTEB-s 
one of whom wai only the Firmament perfoni> 
Hed, a£ Emnics clearly cxpreflcs it; 

hat fitiJim undtiHt futm ian^feam amntt Jo««in. 

This JnpiTsit or DiE3PiTr>R, is th^ fi/tfurM 
God of thcvilible heavens, called Indra, or 
the 9nd DiVESFKTiR, or Lm'J of the 

S/v, who ha* alfo the character of the Hinaae 
Gekios, or Chief of the good fpmts; but 
mnft of hi* epithets in Sanjerit arc the fame 
with thole of the Ennian Jove. His conlorc is 
named Sachi'; his cclcfUaJ city* AnmrSvatlt i 
his palace, raijayantai his garden, HatuLma^ 
his chief elephant* Air/ivat ; his charioteer, 
Mata'li ; and his weapon, Fajra^ or the 
thunderbolt; he is the regetit of winds and 
fhowen, and, though the haft is peculbrly 
under his care, yet his Olympus is M'r*r. or the 
tiorrh pole allegorically reprefented a* a moun¬ 
tain of gold and gem*, si] his power 

he is caiiftdered as a fubordinstc Deity, and far 
mferior to the Indian Trind, Brahma', Tisn- 

Nt;, 
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jfc, and Maha'dcva or Siva^ who ire three 
firms of one snd the fame Godhead : thus the 
principal divinity of the Greeks and La/iafiSf 
whom they callod ?*ecs and JupitEh with if* 
legular hiflcxioiis Dios and Jo vis, was not 
merely fulmmatar^ the ThufidercP, but, like 
the deHroYing power of Magnus Di- 

vus Ultoi, Cenitor ; like the prcfcrvlng- 
power, COKfEKVATORi SoTER, OPITULUS, 
ALToa, Rumi Kfis; ami like the crtaiing power, 
the Ghtr ef ljfi\ an attribute, which 1 niai- 
tioii here on the authority of Cornu to s, a 
confummate tnaftcr of mythological karning- 
W'c are advifed by Plato himklf to fotreh 
for the roots of Gftrk words in fome barbarous, 
that is, foreign foil; but, lince 1 look upon 
etymological c<Mijeflurts as a weak bafis for 
hUlorical enquiries, I hardly dare fuggeft-, that 
ZfcV, Stv, and Jov, are the fame fylhhle diffe¬ 
rently pronounced t it niuft, however be ad- 
tnicted, that the Gmks having iio palatial 
Wtf, like that of the Indians^ might have ex* 
prefix it by their erw, and that the tidtial let¬ 
ters of %u^m and Jugum arc (as the inflancc 
proves) catUy interchangeable. 

Let us now dcicend, from thefe general 
and btroduflory remarks, to fome particular 
observations on the refcmblaucc of Zrus or 

jOFlTt.ll 
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Jt'jtiTEft to the triple div-mity Visajrr, Siva, 
IIaahma'; for that is the order in \^Kich they 
an* estprefred by the letters A, U, and M, 
which coalefce mid rm the myrtieaj word 
tyM; a word which never efcapes the lipsnf a 
pious Wndit, who mediutes on it in lilatcc: 
whether the E^^/irn ON, which is commonly 
tuppofed to mean the Sun, be the Sanjerir mo 
itofv[iabtc, I leave others to determine. It 
Riuil always be remembered, ihat the learned 
Indians^ as they arc inftrucled by their own 
books, in troth acknowledge only 0»ie Su¬ 
preme Being, whom they call Ba AitMC, or 
THK Ok EAT ONE, in the neuter gender; they 
believe his Eflenoc to be infinitely removed 
from Ibe cottlprchcnfion of any mind but hl^ 
own i 3itd they fuppofe him to njanifcA his 
power by the operation of tiis divine fpitir, 
whom they name VjsffKu, the PmWrr, and 
Na'ma^yak, or si»/A f lioth m 

the malculme gender, whence he is often de¬ 
nominated the Firji Male ; atid by this povver 
they believe, that the whole order of nature is 
preferred and lupported : but the 
unable to form a diflindt idea of brute matter 
independent of mind, or to cotjccivc that the 
work of Supreme Goodiids was left a moment 
to itfclf, imagine that the Deity is ever prdent to 

D ' his 
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h)5 worki and cortdaiitiy Aipportf^ a /ciics of 
pcrccptioiiST whtcli^ in ojic IcnlV, they call 
Ulufury^ though they cBiuiot hut a^dmit the rr~ 
aUty of all created formr* as lar as the hap- 
plnda of creatures cau be afle^leid by them.. 
Whet! they couJidcr the divine power ocened 
iii cnating, or in giving exillcncc to chat wUh-h 
cxiAed not before, titcy call ibc Deity Baam- 
MA'iii the malculitic gender alfo ; ami when 
they view him in tl>e light of or 

rather Chunget of forms, they give him a tliou» 
fand names, of W’hich Siva, i'sa or iWara, 
Rvoma, 11 aha f Samuho, and Maha^de'va 
nr Mahil'sa. art the moft common. Thcfirft 
operations of tbcic three /Wr« arc varioully 
dclcribed in the diHerent Furfinas by a iiura- 
lief of allegories, and from them we may de¬ 
duce the Philofophy of prmrital 

the doclritic of the Mmidane £ggi and the 
venenttUni pnid to the Nympl>ira^ or Lctou 
which w'as anciently revered in Egypt^ as it is 
atprelcni m and Ntpalt the 

fsid to cnibclllfh their temples and 
altars with it, and a native of Nifpat made 
pmAratioiis befete it on ciitcHtig my Andy, 
ulicre the Ane pknt and hcantiFuJ flowers lay 
for examination. Mr. HoLWRtL, in expUiti** 
ing his ArA plict, Aippofcs BkAUWv\^ to b* 
floating on a leaf of hfUl in the tnidft of the 
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but it was manircftly intended by a bad 
pain ter for a loios* leaf or for that of the /«- 
tiian lig-trec; nor IS the ipedes of pepper, 
known in by tbe nitmeof TAm6r%, and 

wi the cofld of Matahar by tliar of heJd 

iacTed, a» he aflens, by the fitndstt^ or nccef- 
laHIy cultivated under the iiifpc^ton of Br Jt* 
MtfOf; though as the vines are tender, alt the 
plantations of them are carefully ffK^vircJ, and 
ought to. be cultivated [>y a particiilar tribe of 
Si^rmt who are thence i^led 

1'hat ivater was the primitive eJemrnt and 
Jirfl vvork of the Creative Power, is the uni- 
fonxi opinion of the Ihiffiitt Philofbpbcrs; hut, as 
they give fo particular an account of the geucnl 
deluge and of the Creation, it can never be 
admitted, that ihdr whole fyflem arofe from 
traditions coticemins the Plo^Dtilv, and mull 
appear iiidubitahle, tliat their doelrine tv in part 
horrmved from the opening of BlrSfii or Gr- 
it^St than which a (ubtimer pailagc. from the 
firft word TO the lad, never fitiwed or will fiow 
from any human pen : *'• ^ the beginning God 
created the licavcQsantl the earth.—^>^tidthc 
** earth was void and w^He, and darkuefs was 
** on the (ace of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God tneveda^n the face of the waters; and 
** God faid: Let Light he —and Ugtf tetri'* 
The fuhltmlty of this pafTage is confidcrably dimi- 
D a nilhed 
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jlifhed by the InJUaN prapbnf'e ot' it, with which 
AIbs'U, the Ibiiaf Brahma^ begins 1 u 5 addxefi 
to the iageSs who confultcJ him on the fortmiiou 
of the univcric; “ T his woild," fays he, *' was 
*' alld^rkncls, ondi(ceriiU)!c> luidiftinguifhable, 
“ altogcthcras In a profound deep; lillrhc ft!t* 
** exil^Ent itivifibic God, making it maihfetl 
“ with live c]em<:ucs and other glorioos forms, 
“ perferf^lydifpciled the gloom. IJc, defiring 
“ to niifc up various crciturcs by an emanation 
** framhisown glory, (5rft created the wai^rj, 
** and imprcfiicd them with a powder of mo- 
** tloa : hy that power was proditced a golden 
bhz.mg like a thouland funs, in which 
“ was Ixirn Braeim.v^, fclf-c*illing, the great 
** parent of alj ratiotral Beings* *1110 waters 
** are called r/irdt fiiice they arc the ofispriug 
“ of Xkra (or i'sw'aha)! and thence was 
Ka'ra'vasa rramed, hecaufchisfldl 
** orrwtvjjjf, was on them. 

** That which la, the invliible caufc, cter- 
**■ luJj fclf-oKifling, but unperceJved, liccotn- 
** ing raalculinc //mt svif/rr, is celebnced 
** among all creatyres by the name of Bit ak- 
** ma'. 'i hat C»od* having dw'dlcd in the 
** Eggi thmugli revolving yKirs, I JimfcIf me- 
“ diming on Hirtiiclf, divided it into two equal 
parts: and from thufe halves formed the 
** heavens, and the earfh, placing in the midll 

“ Lhfi 
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** ihc fubtflr ether, the cJght points of the 
** worW, And the permnDcnc receptacle of 
** watei^ " 

To thii curious delcrIptiDn, with which the 
S,y?r^ begin;;, J cannot refratn fTOm 
fuhjoining the four verics, which are the test of 
the and ate beSieYcd to have been 

prortoitnccd by the Supreme Being to Bhah- 
ma'; the folbwmg verfion b moft fenipuloufly 
literal. 

Even I was even at ftrjl, not any other 
** thing 1 that, which cxilb, unpcrceivcd r fu- 
■* premet afterwards [am tiiAt which ts; 

** and lie, who muf\ remain, .im L 

ExCf.pr the Futa r Causc, whatever 
** may appear, and may not appear, tn die 
mind, know that to be ihe mind's MaVa', 

** (urDr/iif^cH) os light, as dark liefSi 

“ As the great elements are in vanooft bc- 
** logs, entering, yet not entering (that is, 
peivading, not deftroying), thus am 1 in 
** ^em, yet not in Ehetn. 

*» EvjtN thus fiir may enquiry he made by 
** him, who Icckfi to kucov the principJe of 
•* mind, in union and leparation, which niuft 

“ lieEVEKY WHERE ALWAYS,'* 

Wild and nhlcure as thefc ancient verlcs 
muft appear in a naked verbal ttauCUiion, it 
D 3 w’iJI 
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will perhaps be tlmught by many, that t(ie 
poetry of nij'tJif>lDgy of Grcfct or It sly aUbrd 
no concepiioos ni re a^vf^jlly maaniffccm : yet 
the brevity and linipticity of the diiftiort 

are iinet^uallcd, 

^ s 10 the creation of the world, in tba opi¬ 
nion of the Ramaasy Ovio, who might na¬ 
turally have been cjspe^ed to deferihe it with 
learning and elegance, leaves vifi wholly in the 
dark, whhh o/* tht the aHer itt it ; 

other Mythclogifts arc more explicit; and wc 
may rely oo the authority of Corn’IITUs, that 
the old Eurttpesn heathens confidcrcd Jove (not 
the fon of Saties, but of the F.thee^ that h, 
of an unknown parent) as the great 
and Father ef Gitds and M-n \ to which may ho 
added the Orphean doctrine, preferved by Pao- 
CL'/*, that ** theahyfs and empyreum, theeanh 

and fea, the Gods and God defies, were p«i- 
** duced by or JtipiTEit." In this cha- 
ra^lrr he correlportds with BHAH^fA ; anil, 
perhaps, with that God of the Eithyhnhtn\ (if 
wc can rely on the accou tits of dieir ancictit re¬ 
ligion), who, like Baa Has a', reduced the mii- 
verfe to order, and like Uk ahma', hfibbhtad^ 
with the blood of which new amtnab were in- 
flanily formed : I allude to the common fioTYt 
the moaiiiiiguf which 1 cannot dilcover, that 

BHAH^tA^ 


TTALT» ASD fUDlA. 5p 

OnAHMA" bsd five headii nft mic of them was 
cut ofl'liy Na'^aVa'ij. 

That, in another capacity, Jove was the 
'Heiper anti Suftperur of alJ, we may collet 
from bia old L^tis epithetB, and fiTom Cicero, 
xvhn tnfcH'tns us, that his ulhal oa;ne U 0 coo- 
rrafllon of yav^If^ Pater ; an ecruiology , which 
ilirws the idea ciitertatucd of hU chanfler* 
chough we may have Jotne doubts of its accu¬ 
racy. CAt.LiMACttu$, we kt:ow, addreffirs 
him as the tm;i ^'/ecurify 

Jr am grief \ and, face neitbfr ^aeslth %tfifheui 
iurtue, nor viVtue ’ittlthaut leeaithf gkv eontpUte 
itapplfiefit he prays, like a wile poet, h>r both. 
Ao ln£an prayer for riches would he dirc^ed to 
LACsHtv/, the wife of V isu^o, diico the HinJu 
goddelTcs are believed to be the farwers of their 
refpefllvc lords \ as to Cuvs'aA. the JttJlan 
PcOTVS, one of wbofe names in Paulajhat he 
is revered, iiidced, at a magnificent Deity, rt- 
fidiog in the palace of or borne through 

the Iky in a I'pleiidtd car named Palpaca., but 
is maiitfcflly fubordinate, like the other Icvcn 
GetiU, to the tbr« pmicipal Gods, or rather 
to the principl God coidider&l in three cap.*!- 
cities. i\ff the ibuf of the world, or tlic per¬ 
vading MiW, fb liiiety defbribed by ViFOtL, 
we l«c Jove rcprelciiicd by feverst H^tnan 
D + poets- T 
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poets; aod tct li peat fuljltmity by I+wcan ifi 
the known Ipeech orCATocooccinmgrhc Am~ 
piiTiM orade, “ Juj^iTta is, wherever we 
look, wherever we move.^* This is prccifely 
the faJiatt tde^ of Vuhnd, iccordiiig to the 
four verges above exhibited ; nor that the Brab- 
nuiftt imagine their male Divinity lo be the di- 
vtJif h£enc» of the great one, which they dc- 
dare to be wholly inconiprehcijfible; hut, fmcc 
the power of ^nftrving created things by a fu- 
perintendiog Pmvid ncc* hcloiigs cmmajtly to 
the Godhead, they hold that pm^er to cxtA 
tranfceudently in the prrfirving memher of the 
Triad, whom they fiippolc fa be avKav vvitEttE 
ALWAYS, not in fnblbiice, but in f'pirit and 
energy; here, however, 1 fpeak of the 
nmidt \ for the Sah'di aferibe a fort pf pre¬ 
eminence to Siva, whofe attributes are now to 
be coiicilely examined. 

It w’as in the capacity of Avenger nnd Dc- 
Aroyer, that Jove encountered and overthrew' 
the and Ohrts, whom TvPKO^', BriA- 

nnus, TirytJ5, and the reft of their fmtcri'ity, 
kd againfl the Gtal ^ to whom an 

Eagle brought lighimngTtw^ thundsrbt^hi tiuriiig 
rh. warfare: tjius, in aIrmikr coftreil betsveen 
Siva and the Dmivtii, or children of Diti, 
who frequently rebelled ngainft heaven. Bran- 
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ma' is ^tVicvcd to have preiented the God of 
Deftniaioii ivithjfrrr One of the many 

poems entitled RjititiyiiUt the laft book of 
which has been tranftated into /ta/ifiJff, contains 
an extraordinary dtnlogitc between the crow 
Bhujkunda^ and A rational Eagle, named Ga- 
Kt'DA, who is often painted with the fiicc of a 
beautiful youth and the bthJy of an imagmaty 
bird; and one of the eighteen PurJitax bears his 
name and comprizes bh whole hiftory, M, 
SoKNEiAT informs us, that VisifKO is repre- 
ictiied in fome places riding on the O vitiipA, 
which he fuppoics to hr the Peniifchf' f 
Bn lisoy, cfpecially as ihe jSr/fA'/w.vr of tltc Load: 
highly venerate that dafiof birdi, and pmvitle 
fi»id for numbers of them at Batefl hours r I ra¬ 
ther conceive the Ouruda to be a fabulous blnJ, 
but agree with him, that the Hindu G«d, who 
rides on it, rcfonib'efi [he ancient J ' pitBx. In 
the old temple^ at VisHNU is enh^ 

mounted on this poet id] bird, or anendedhyit, 
together with a little page; hut, lefl an etymo¬ 
logic fliouTd findCANYM’ n luGA*.ur>. I mud 
obferve, that the Saafitif word is pronounced 
Garurai though I adinit, rbat the Grtetan and 
Indian Roivci of the ccle Hi id bird and die page 
appear to have fome rcfcmblancc. As the 
Olympian Jcpiti;*: rised his court and held his 

eouiidls 


42 THE CODS CF CKtIECE, 

councils on & lofty and brtlliajii mountain, fa 
the approprintjed feat of whom 

tile Sail'dt oonfider as the Chief of the Deities, 
was mount CaiBfii^ every fpljncer of whofo 
rocks was an ineiltnriable gerti: his tcircftrial 
haunts arc the fnowy hills of iVttuiL^a^ or ibat 
branch of rhetn to the Eaft of the BrabmpJttrn^ 
which has the name of ChmiiruJiLbars^ or the 
Jifountitift ^ the When, after all tliele 

circumlhuices, we learn that Siva is believed 
CO have three eyes, whence he is named alio 
T^tto'cHAv, and know from Paosanias, 
pot only thai Triaphthahmi was an epithet of 
Zkvs, hut that a ^atue of him had liecn found 
lb early as the taking of Tret with a thin/eve 
ift hisfurthea^f as sve fee him rrprefentcil hy 
the Uitiiittiy SVC mufi conclude, that tlie idenriry 
of the two Gods foiU little jliort of being dc* 
nionH rated* 

In the tharafler Pi(V eJfrfA'rr we may took 
npoti diis Indian Deity as correrpotnling svith 
ihe Sty^mn Jovr. or Pluto ! t lpccialJy frnco 
CAh i', or 7wie in the feminine gender, is a 
panic of Ins confort, who will appe ar fiereaitcr to 
Ic PaoSEtiJ>thia ; indeed, if we can rely on a 
I'erfm tranflatlon ol' ihe BhiSg.rral (ibr tlic 
priginal 14 not yet in my pofleJiion), tht fovc- 
feign of Patuhi, or the laftrual Is the 

Kifig ef Serpeniiy named Sk shana cia ; for 

CnisiiNA 
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Crisdna is there fiJd fo have ildtcefldcd with 
his fjVDAiritc Aijwk to the fc3i of that formi¬ 
dable diviHity, from wbotu he iiilfcmtly ob- 
tallied the favour which he requcllcd, that the 
fouifi of a Brahmun't (ix (oils, who had Iwu 
Hain in batclcr might rcanunatc tltcir rcfpsflivc 
bodies; and Se-'skanaga is thu« deferibed; 
** He had a gorgeous appcar^ice, tvufi a thou- 
** land heads, and on each of them a crown 
fet with rcfplcfideiit gems, one of which 
** larger and brighter than the refl; his cj-ea 
** gleamed like fbtnmg torches; but Ida iicck, 
his tongues, and his body were Hack; the 
Hurts of hie habiliment were ycJlosv, and a 
“ Iprkhrtg jewel hung in every one of hia 
** cars; bis arms were cxtciided, and adorned 
'* with rich tiraeelcts, and his handa lx>re the 
“ holy ihell, the mdtared weapon, the mace 
“ for war, and the lotos,** Thus Pi,uto was 
often cshlbited lu painting and feuIptUTC with a 
diadetn and feeptre; but himlclf and his cejui- 
page were of tlic blackcJl Ihade. 

Thcbc is yet another attribute of MAnA"- 
deVa, by which he is too vifibly dilfmguifhcd 
in the drawings and temples of To 

Jcflroy, according to the j of /ndrti., the 

of Pfrjstif and many Philofophers of mu: 
iLuropfdit fchools, is only to gmemtf and 
daef in another form; Iwncc the Gud of 0is 

JiruSidA 
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JiruShn is holden in this councry eo pre^da 
over Gtnerntim ; as a lycnbol of which he rides 
oit a mhitt hulL Cin ive ctouhi iFiat the loves 
fuiJ fcEtsof Jt^PETEE CuNiTOR (itot ibrgctcmg 
the Mihke ^Ar//of £urof.‘\) :tnd his cxtoiondiT 
mry title of Lapis, for which no lansfaiEtory 
leafon is coromonlv givon, have a conneclion 
M'iih (lie hd*m rihloltjpby and Mythology ? 
As to the deity of Lctmffacui, he was onginally 
a mere Icarecroiv^ and ought not to have a 
place in any mythological lyftem ; and in re¬ 
gard to Bacchcs* the God of (between 

whole adVs and thole of Jupiriiii we find, as 
Bacos* oh^rves, a wonderful nffiniiy}, his 
hbyphallUk images, meafuTes, and ceremonies 
alltdecJ probably to the fuppofed relation of 
Love ar.d V\ inc; uulcfs we licliovc them to 
have beloTigcd originally m ^ i v a , one of whole 
names is or Ba'oi's, and to have been 

aftenrardf inipro^icrly applied. 1 Imugh, in an 
EHity Oil the Gods of where ihu Hrah* 

ntam are poiiti^ely forbidden to talte fcrmentcrl 
Jiquors, we can have little to do with BACcnifs. 

-as God of WinCr who was prulMiLily no more 
ihati the imaginary prefidcnt over the vintage 
in GrtiUy and the Lov^'cr AJktt yet we 

nuiH not omit Scha'^df/vi', the Gi^Klde/s of 
Wine, w'ho anile, lay the Hindus^ from the 
oceai}, when it was churned with the mouniaio 

^tmdar ; 
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nud diia fable Teems lo Indii^ta, that 
ihe ittjiofis come fron^ a country iu ivhicb ivmo 
was ancitnOy made and cottHdered as a blcdln^; 
though the dangerous ctTccb of intcmjwraucc 
induced tlicir eariy tegiAators to prpliibit the 
uie of all Ipirituous liquors ; ami it were much 
to be wilhed that (b wile a law had never bccu 
violated. 

Heki; may be introduced the Jun re a il'Ei- 
or NrvruNE, of the a^ re* 

lembiing MAHA'ui'VA in bis gitierativt cha¬ 
racter ; eljxciallj as the Himiu God is the liuf* 
band of BiiAVA^Ni', U'holc rclat^t) to the eva* 
ten is evidently marked by her image tcj[ig rc- 
florcd to tiieni at the conctulion of her gteat 
fcfliv.'tl called Dur^fjh^>at Aie is known ahoto 

have attributes cxacT.lv fimilar to thofc of 

« 

Venl's A/w'/iff/sr, whole hiith from the lea-foam 
and (plcmlid rife from the Conch, in which 
fhe had been cradled, have afforded fo many 
cbarniing luhie^is to antient and modern artilb; 
and it is veiy rermrkahlc, tliat the RxMAirA* 
of Jn'd^a’s couiE, who feems to eorrefpond 
svith the pajiubr Vcncs, or GodJefa of Beauty, 
produced, according to ihc Jtntiiin FabidiAs, 
frona the froth of the cJiunicd ocean* The 
identity of the trjuia a:]d ihc the wea¬ 

pon of Siv*A and of Xkj' rut;E, leems loella- 
bli/li this analogy; and the vcncriiion paid all 

over 
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over IhMh to the krge biiccbum, cfjwcialtjr 
when it can be (oiind with the fpip! line and 
tnoudt turned from left to rigl>T, hfinga in- 
ftaiiily ti> one tnmd the nmfic of Tat row. 
The Getiiiis of Water is Varvna ; but he, 
like the reft, ia far inferior to Mrhe^sA', and 
even to who i* thePiiiice of the be. 

nclicent genii. 

Tjfis way of conlideriiig the Gods as indi¬ 
vidual fuhftances, bnt as diftinfl- perfons in di- 
ftinft charadlcrs, is common to ilw E^rejtftm 
and Indian fyftcms; as well as the cuftum of 
giviitg ihc higheft of them the grrateft number 
of namei: hence, not to repeat what Iws been 
fai.I of JupirrF, came the triple capacity of 
DiAtfA ; and hence her petition in Calh- 
MACitos, that the miglit be polyonjmoui or 
Thcconfort ofSrvA ismoreemi- 
iientlv marhed by tbtle diftin^iuas than thole 
of Brawma^ or Vishnu; Ihc refcroblcs the 
Isis MvriMtmot. to whom au ancient marble, 

*■ M 

ddcribftl by Groter, t$ dedicated; but her 
lea.Ting names arid charaiStcrs arc Pa'hvati', 
Dubga*. Bl^AvA'Nl^ 

As the ^foarttJtn-hrh GoddefA, orP a'k v At f, 
llie has niiiiiy properties of the Oiympisxn Jnyo; 
her maieftic deportmcnti. high (prit, and ge- 
ticral attiibotes arc the fame; and we find her, 
both ojt Mount CatUfat atid ^it the buKjucts 


ITALV, and INDIA. 


47 

of the Deities, untfonnly the companies of he** 
hufhjinti. One drcvimAancc in the panJId i* 
exrrcmcly fingiihr t Ihc h fitifaJJy aitefkJed fcy 
her fon CA'a rtcE'VAt whorUcson a 
and, Li lofiie drawings, his own robe (eori* to 
be fpngled w'ith eyes; to which muft be add¬ 
ed that, ill lomc of her temples, a peairsei^ 
without a rider, tUiuts near her image. Though 
Ca'rtice'va, with his fix faces and tiumemui 
eyes, bears fbmc rcfcinhiance to Ahons, tchom 
Juno employed as her principal warJour, yet, 
as he is a Deity of the Jecoad daft, and ihc 
Commander of cclclHal Armies, he reems dearly 
lo be the Orvs of and the Mahs of Iiafyz 
his name Sc AN da, by which be is eelrbcaied 
ill one of the Pot^Hos^ has a conne^JKon, [ 
am petfuaded, with the old Secander of 
Perjiai, ivhom the poets ndlcuioully cojtfouiid 
with the 

The attributes of Duroa', or iii§lcult ^ 
accefSi are slib cmifpicuous in the fcftical above- 
mentioned, which is called bv* her nume ; and 
in this charaftcr Jhe rdrintslcs hliNEXvA, 
not the peaceful mventrds of the fiuie and oft- 
ful arts, but Pallas, armed W'ith a liclmct and 
ipear; both repreient heroic 75/'/w, or Valour 
united with Wifdom ; Ixith flew Demona and 
Giants with dieir oivn hands ; and bodi pro- 
ICl^l:ed tile wife and virtuous who paid tiiem 

due 
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due ftdontloii, A& PallAi;, ihcy fay, uktn 
her name from 'ji^ratmg a laiicc, and ufuaUy 
appears in coniipletc armour* thus Ci;ais, the 
old i,ffiran word fora ([xar, was. out of JoMy’ii 
tldci; and lo, if Gjialous be correit* wa^ 
HnpUf sMfA. which ai £//j. it foem?, meant a 
female drclTcd in panoply or complete accoutre- 
meiitSy The unarmed MisfiRVA of the iZa* 
mam appa-rntly correfpoiids ss patronefs of 
Science and Genius, w'ttft SEttESwATi'^ the 
wife ofBaAtiMA', and the emblcni of his prin¬ 
cipal Creative Pcern'r.* both goddclfw have . 
given their names to celebrated grammatical 
works; but the <rf SaauVa'ciia''* 

tTA is far more concile as well as more ulcfriJ 
and agreeable llian ihc hiittcfVa of SASCTfVS. 
TheMtsEftVA of Itafy invented the^uu, and 
SERESWAn^ prclldes over tncbxly : the prntec- 
trels of Atifeai was cv«i, 00 tile fame account, 
lumamed iVItrsicE'. 

Mavy learned MythoIogiHsi with GiJtAi*- 
DUS at their head, ctaifidcr the pcaoetul 
Mine KVA as the Isis of £g;v/^G from whole 
temple at Sais a wnnderfril inJbriptiQn is quoted 
by PtuT ABCJr, which has a refcmhlam^e to title 
four Sanfertt verfc above exhibited as the tc»i 
of \hcBb:>^aVi!t t “ I am all, that hath been* 

“ and is, and lhall be; and my veil no murwl 
** hadi ever removed.** For my 1 have no 

doubt. 
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doiibt, the t'swAiA and t's/of the 
arc (he OsiEts and Isis of the EgvfiUattf ; 
ihovgb t dining ctlay the manner of Pt,tr- 
TAAtH \s'Ould be reijuiijic Jn order to dcmoii- 
ftrjte their idcnriiy; they mean, I triiiceiTe, 
the Pewt/ j aj }Sviur€ ccufulcfcd as iVJolc and 
l^emaJe; and Isis, like the otiicr godJeliW, 
repicihms the a^ivo power of' her lord, whole 
forms, under whicli he beegmes ^ idbSc to 
man, were thus enumertited by C-i'LiO t'sA 
near two tlinufand years ago: IPaur was the 
flrrt work of die Creatoi; and /'irr receives 
“ the obbtioii of clarlftcil butter, ns the law 
ordains; ihti Hacri^ci h performed with Ib- 
Jemnity ; the ligbit of lieivcn diflm- 
*' gai/hitme; the l'ub|ilc which is the 

“ vehicle of foinnJ, pervades the uitiverfc i 
'* the harth is the ontuint prent of all iri- 
crtaife j and by Jtr dl things breathing are 
** animated: may i^^A, the ^fsfWer propitioufly 
** apparent irj chefe eight forms, hlcfs and tui* 

“ rain you Theyjve elements therefore, as 
well as the Sun and Mogn, arcconlldcrcd as I's a 
or the ku/ert from which word f t maybe re¬ 
gularly formed, though he the uftul 

name of his a£fke fWrr, adored as the God- 
defa of Nature, 1 have not yet found in S^/j~ 
Jirif the wild, though poetical, tale of lo ; but 
am perfuaded, tliar, bv means of the Faruftat^ 

E we 
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wc fhall in lime difcovet all tht Icarang of ike 
Egy/t/Jaui wiibout dccypherltig their hierogly¬ 
phics : the bull of /swAkA fccms to be Apje 
or Ap» as he is more co^^c^^Hy named hi the trite 
reading of a pafliige in jERKi^fiAii J and if the 
veneration Ihewn both in Ti&ct and /Ww to fo 
amiable and ufeful a quadruped as the Cow, to¬ 
gether with the rrgrujfriT/ftfff of thoLAMA him- 
iclf* have not feme affinity with the religion of 
Egypt and the idalatiy of we ninff at 

leaft allow thatcircumflances have wondertuUy 
coincided. Bhava’ni'' now demands our at- 
tenttnii; mid in this ch a rafter I liippofc tlic 
wife of Maha'heva' to be as well the Juno 
Ctfixia or Lcciha of the Rimtimi (called alfo 
by them Diaka S^htzuna^ and by the Greeh 
Ilitiitia) as Vkkus lierlelf; not the Lialhn 
queen of laughter and jollity, who, with her 
Nymphs and Graces, was the bautiful child 
of poetical imagiiiation, and anfwcrs to the In- 
dlm Rkmeha' with her ctlcftial train of Ap^ 
Jar^Sf or damfeJs of paradife; but Venus 
Urania.^ to luxurianity pointed by Lucketius, 
and fo properly invoked by him at the opening 
of a poem on nature; Venus, pteliding over 
grjKrathrif and. on that account, exhibited 
Ibmctimes of both fexes, (an union very com¬ 
mon in the Ittdtan Iculptures) as In her itarded 
ftitue at in the images perhaps called 

Uermathena, 
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iSfrmfltheaaf and in thofr figuntsof her ts'hich 
had (he forin of a tmicai marBh ; ** for the 
rcalbn of wliich figure wc are left/* (ayi 
TAClitrs, ‘'in the darkf the reafon appears 
too clearly in the temples and pairidiig7> of Ffiii- 
dujtan% where it never feems to have entered 
the heads of the legiflator? or people that any 
thing natural cjulJ be ofFcnfivcly obfceiie; a 
finguUrity^ which pervades all thdr writings 
atidconverfaiion, but is c» proof of depravity 
in their morals Both Plato and C-cf,RO 
(peak of Eaos, or the heavenly Cornj* as the 
fon of Vfisios and JifPiTEw; which prorts, 
that the monareh of Olyta^us and the Goddefs 
of Fecundity were conne^ied as hlAHA'nE^- 
VA and Bhava^-n j : the God Ca'ma, indeed, 
had MA^VA'and CAsvAPA, or XJranut^ for 
his par.-nij^t at kafl according to tlie Mytholo- 
gifts of Cajhitir\ but, in rooft refpeds, he 
icems the twin-brother of CcPiC with richer 
and more lively appendages* Cne of his 
many epithets is jypitta^ the i^irwrr, w heh 
ts erroncouily written Diipucx and 1 am nnw 
conviiiccd, that the fort of refemblaiice ^vbich 
has been obferved between his and Saa- 

firh names, is accidental: in each name the 
three firll letters ate the reot^ and between 
them there is no affinity. Whether any iVly- 
tbobgical conncelion fubfiibd between the 

£ 2 afoaracitSf 
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aniai'arffft with the fragrant leaves of which 
IJvMm IwuiiJ his icmplcs^ aiii^ the tulan^ 
Indiitn (iiuft be left wiulcicnniiic4 .* tlie bota* 
ijicaJ relation cf the two plants (if amracm 
be properly tnuifiatc*! juayjst Jffl} is cxtrctncljr 
iicflr. 

Okk of ihc mail remarkable ceremonies in 
ilic feftival of the Mum C Wdefs is that beforc- 
mcuticiiied of carting her image into the river r 
ihc Fnndiit^ of whom t inquired conccririiig 
its origin and import, anlwcred, ■' that k wai 

** preferibed Ijy the /ViAr, they knew not; 
** why l>ut thk cuAom has, I conceive, a 
relation to the do^lfiiic, that is ^Jhna of 
i^s\yAHji\, 3iid coiirequeiitly of t'sA'Nt', who is 
even rcprelcnied by tonic ns the patrtiiicfs oi 
that element, to which hei figure is reftnred, 
after having received all due honours on enj-i6, 
n'hick is coiitid-red as aiiothcryorfjH of the God 
of'Nature, though fubtequent, in the order of 
CrcaiioD, to the primeval fluid. There feema 
no decilive pnxif of utic original Tyflem among 
jduhtrous nstions in the warfhip of river godfi 
and rivcr-gcHldcflci, not in the iiomagc paid to 
their rtreumi, and die ideas of purification an¬ 
nexed 10 them; rtnee Creeis, 
iianSf and HitiJus might (wiihout any com- 
muiiicattnn with each tuber) hav'c adored the 
(cvcral divhlitLCJ of ilicir great rivers, from 

which 
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winch they dcTtvctl plcifiire, hcdith, and 
nbund^nce. The notion nt'Dt^^or McssHAvn,' 
that large rivers were Tuppolwlt rmm rlicjr 
ftrerngthantl mpidtiy^ m hrcoiidnfle-d hy Gcd^ 
while rivulets Wily were pTotectnl by femaltf 
dehicst, is, iitte thrill other noiious of Gnm- 
miriana hn ilie gemlers of nouns, overthrown 
hy fiifts. ■ Moll of the great ImSim rivers are 
femiuirte; nnci the thftc goddeUcs Of the \vi- 
ters whom the H/rtHttf chiefly venerate, arc 
Oak<tA^ tt'lid fprang, like armed Pallas, 
from the head of the Ittdtan Jovp \ Yamowa^, 
daughter of the Sun, and SkhkHwat('; all 
three meet at TAiVi^ir, thence called TrmTO, or 
jJif tbrif phtUd iaikt% but SitRKStt'ATi^ ac¬ 
cord tug to the popular bcltef, links under 
ground, and rifes at another 'TrhMi, near 
//.vj'/r, where (he rgoins her beloved OAStiA', 
Bramaptttrahy indeed, a male river; and 
as his name flgnincs the (bn of llRAHiMA*, 1 
(hence took occation to feign that he was mar- 
tied to Ganga', though J have not yet (cen 
any mention of him, as a Co*}, tit the Sanferit 
boukL 

Two incarnate deities of (he Arfl rank, 
R A'MAand CsisittfA, muft now be iiitroduced, 
and their feveral attrihutes difllnflly explained. 
Tlie ltrftof them, I bcUc' C, was the O von v- 
JOS of the Crrti/, whom they named Bnostiev, 

£ ^ ts'ithout 
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without Ic[lowing why, and BUGES'ES, when 
they ifprefeotcd him ii3rW»as weJl as Lvaio^ 
and Eleuthmios, the Deliverer, and Tan 
AMBos or DithvrAKSos, ihe Triumphant: 
utofi uf thole titles were adopted by the &- 
tfiisrr. bv whom he wtis called BavMA. TAii- 
EiFoiiMts, LjAsa, TaiUMFifus; and both 
naiioni had records or tiadhionary accounts ot‘ 
his ghuis to rocn and deciding their con- 
tdls, of hb impr. ving navigation and com¬ 
merce. and. what may appear yet moteobterv- 

able, (if liisctKitnieriog /oiftdaiid other countries 
avith an army pi coromanded by no 

Ids a pc.fnage thatt ^A^’; whom LiLtrs 
G i B ALnus, on whai authority 1 know not, aiJerts 
to have relidcd b l&frla, wliwi he had re- 
** turned/’ lays iheleariicdMythologift,‘*rrom 
** the Wid« war, in which he accompaiited 
** Ba!.c«us/’ It were fiipcrfluous. in a mere 
efTay. to run apj length in the parallel between 
this God and the fovcreign of 

whom (he HrWtff believe to have been ait 
appearanec on earth of (he Pre/tr'jtftg P&wo j 
to have been a Conqaeror of the highelV re¬ 
nown, avid (he Deliverer of nattons from ty- 
jants, as well as of his coufortS/1 A'from iJie 
giimt Ra'-a:«, king of Lewej, and to have 
commanded in chief a uunieious and intrepid 
lacc of ihofc large Monkeyi, w'hich our iiatu- 

raliHs, 
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rail ft s, or fbme of them, have deaominiitcd 
InJian Satyrs; hisGcocral.thePrSiicc of Satyrs, 
was parocd llAffOMAT, or i/lgh cheek- 

hones \ mdt with workmcti of <iieh agility, he 
foon Rifctl a bridge of rocks over the fca, part 
of which, iay the nirnks, yet remaios t and 
it is, probably, the fctics of rocks, to which 
the Mufelmms or the Portu^teje have given the 
fbolifh of Ai>a>i's (it be calkd 

Ra"ma*s) bridge. Might not this army of 
Satyrs have been only a race of moutirainccrs* 
whom Ra'ma', if fuch a monarch ever cx- 
ifted, had civiliwd ? However that rnay be, 
the large breed of Indian Apes is at this mo¬ 
ment held iJJ high vcncrsition by the Hmdttt, 
and fed with devotion by the Brkhmsns, who 
feem. in two or three places on the banks of 
the CangeSt to have a rcgolar endowment for 
the fnpport of them i they live in tribes of 
three or four hundred, arc wonderfully gentle 
(I fpcak as an eyc-witnefs). and appear to have 
feme kind of order and ful>ord!iiation in thetr 
little fytvan polity. We muft not omit, that 
the father of Hammat was the C5od of Wind, 
named Pavan. one of the eight Geni.; and 
Pam improved the pipe by adding lix roeds. 
and played en^uifitely on the cithern a tew 
« moments after his birth,” fo one of the 
fcur ryftcins of Indian mufic beara the iiaineof 
E 4 
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MawMAT, or Hakoma'k in the nommntlve, 
ks inventor, ^nci is now in general 
mAtion. 

Tlij: war of lifted is d ra mat leal ly fepre-* 
r^ted at the feiVival of Ka’ma on tiie ninth day 
of the new moon of Chaitra ; aad the drama 
concladea (fays Hoi*witni,, who find often 
frtn it) iviih an fexhiUrjou of the fins'crdcJil, 
by which the viifior's wdfe S/ta' gave proof of 
her eoiitmhial liddity; “ the diahigiic/' he 
add*, ** is taken from one uf the Eightepu holy 
books,” meaning, i fiippolej the PurdaM \ 
but the //Ww have a great rnimber of regtilar 
dramoi at teak two rhniitand years olJ, and 
atnong them are feveral very tine ones on 
the ftoiy of Ra'ma. The firlf ptjct of the 
HitiJtti was the great Y'axMi'O, aud hia 
III an Epic Por’m «n the tame fulijcff, 
which, 1(1 unity of adloii, inaLiitiGcent'c of 
ifoastry, and elegance of iiyle, hr furpaflei 
tlic learned and tdaboiaic work of Noxjstvit, 
enucled Dhi^otUt half of w'hirh, or twetifyr 
four Looks, I petoftd wdth great cagcrrjci^, 
when J W’as very young, and fhould have tra- 
vclleJ to the concludon of it, if other pnrfitirs 
had not engaged me, I fhall never have Icifiire 
to ci>mp3fc the Hhttv/tacii with the 
butam coiiiident, tEiat an accurate camparllon 
of the two poems would prove Dto^vsos and 

Ra"ma 
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Ra^ma to have been the fatne perfon; anti I in- 
cllitctt) thinkf ihat he was Ra^ma, thcJouof 
Cu'srif whft might have cflabliflicd the fitft tc^ 
i^gljr government in this purr of I IieuI 

almoR forgrittcu, tlwt is fhid bf the 

Gftfkf to have been a mountain of on 

whteh their Dtowvaos was Ijom, and that 
}4iru-, though it gencraliy means the north 
pole in the JnMm geography, is alfoa mouii- 
ciin near the city of tiaijhath or called 

by the Grta'im geographers Dieny/npaltSt and 
univer(ally colchratcd in the Saajirit poems ; 
tliongh the birth-place of Ra'wa U luppofcd to 
have been Ayitihy^ or 'I hat ancient 

city cxtcndo<l| if we believe the 
over a tine of ten Tbj«ni^ or about lorty miles, 
and tlie prclinit city of Lachmitt^ pronounced 
iMcftoWy was only a h^dge for one of its gatcr^ 
called Ijttn/bmMOihioiiKity or the gate of L<acsii- 
AfArr* a brother of Ra^aia. M. Sonv)? a \T 
Jiippofcs ^yidbyi} to have been hiam , a mofi 
erroneou:; and unfounded luppofitnin i which 
would have lieen of little conl'ctjucDCf, it lio 
had not grounded an argumeni on tliat 
Ra'ma was the iainc perfbn with BupjjijA, 
who mun have appeared many centuries alter 
the conqueR of Lanc^* 

The iicond greiu divinity, rprsiiKA, pifled 
A life, according to die /Afftr®#, of mod ex- 

traoTditiaty 
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mordioary ;iitd iucoioprchGufibk mfure. Ho 
w3^dicl<mof Dk'vac/ by VAsvo'evA; but 
Lis birth was coiiccatcd through fear of the ty- 
nintCANs.-^t to whom it had been predicLsd, 
that a child born at that rime in that family 
would dcAroy him { he was tbftercdi therco 
fbrCi in MaJ*hara by an Konef^ berdfman^ fur^ 
named Anakda, or Happy, and hb amiable 
wifeYASO'DA^ who. like another Pa lks, was 
Cotiflantly occupied in her paflures and her 
dairy. In their family were a multitude of 
young GipiCiwcitwhtrdSf and beautiful 
or m/imaw&t who were hie play-fellows during 
hiS infancy; and, in his early youth, he fc- 
ledtcit ffjw damfels as his fhvoiifites, with whom 
he palled his gay hours in dancingt fixstting, 
and playing on his Sure. For the: remarkable 
number ot' his G^'jr ] have uo authority but 4 
whiiniic;!! piflure. where a/w girls arc grouped 
in the form of aq clepbanr, on which be Itts 
and pipes; and. unfortunately, the W’ord 
lignilro!^ both n/W and jfnw or young; io rbar, 
ill the roUowing fliuraa, tt may admit of nvxi 
interpretations i 

itiJg/fHg /§tS Vtlft^ 
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’* I bear Id my hofom contitiually that God, 
** who* for fportivc rccrcation» ^'ith a train 
•* of ftffts (young) dairy-roaids, dances gnicc- 
** fully, (10w quick now fluw^ oa the Taadc 
** juil left by rhc Daughrcr of the Sun.” 

Both he and (he three Ra'mas are dcfcrlbcd 
as vouth$ of perjefi beauty; but tlto princely 
ies’of HmiujUKt as well as the damlels of 
Nan da's farm, were paflionaiety iu love with 
Cri'HMA, who continues to dm hour die dar-* 
ling Gotl L^f the Indian women. I'he Cc& of 
Hindutt w'bo adore him with enthuGatUc, 
and almoft exetufive* devorion, have broached 
adoflrlne, which th^ maiiudn with eagenicfs, 
and which feems general in thefc provinces, that 
he was dillini^ from all the Auaidrs, who had 
Dnlyanit.1^, or portion of hia divinity; while 
Cbiehna was the /rr/on of Visuku himfclf in 
a bum^t) form! hence they conGder the third 
Ra'mAi his elder brother, as the dghtli jfoa^ 
^iritivcHicd with an etnmatian of’ his divine ra-^ 
diance; atvd, in the principal San/crit dic¬ 
tionary. compiled about two thou find years ago, 
CaisHNA, Va'sadk'va, GoVinda, and other 
name* of tlic Shepherd God, arc intermixed 
with epithets of NVba^yan, or the Divine 
Spirit. All the Avatirs arc painted with gem¬ 
med Ethiopiany or Partbiaay coronets; with 
rays encirclittg their heads; jcivcls in their 
cars; two necklaces, one fttaight and one 

pcndcut. 
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penJcDt, on their bnrorns with dropping' gen\< • 
g^rimd^ of tvcU‘diipofed raatiy'^culou rod flow* 
erdi or colfars of penrls, hanging down bcloiv 
ihetr v^lfls; loofc mantles of goldeti liffbe or 
djrcd filk^ embroidered on their hems with 
flowers, elegantly (hrown over oiie (hotiMcr, 
and fdded, like ribbiinds, aerofi the breafb; 
with bracelets too ou one arm, and on each 
wrifl: they are naked to the waifhi, and uni' 
formly with Jark ^.ttre in allulicin, pro¬ 
bably^ Cd the lint of that pritnofdial fluids on 
which Xa'ii/i'yan moved in rJie hegiiinfng of 
lime; iHitihcii IkittsarcbrighrycHow, thecolour 
of the curioiift pcricarpitim in ihc centre of the 
■»v3tcr-llly, where Nttturf^ as Dr. AfirgBAY nli- 
/ervta, ia f^mf de^rttdifchft^ bfitjferttx^ each feed 
coKtainitig, bcfoie ii gcmunatcf, .1 few pcrfc(>^ 
leaves ; they are lufnetlmcs dra^vii v^ ith fliat 
flower in OIIO hatiiJ; a radiated clljpticai 'riitg.^ 
vied as a miflilc wcajwfi , In a fccond ; the fa- 
cred fliclhor lefc-Iiabded bueciiitm:, tri a third r 
and a mace or bt:Je*ax‘, in n fourth : Inic 
Ceishna, when be appears, as- he frynetimc'^ 
dtfo appear, amotjg the Jvat^ r't, is more 
Jplendidiy decorated ihiii any, atid wear® a rich 
garland <]f (v Ivan flowers, whcucc he b named 
VA^ A^tA LI, as low as I1U ankles, which art 
adorned with fl tings of pearls. Dark blue, 
approaching to which is the iTn:;inuig of 
|Uc word h l>dicvcd to have been Hil 

com- 
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tomplcickin.; autl hence the large b« of that 
colouri5 iCpnf^r?tei 1 tu him, anti is often lirawn 
Jluttcring over his head ; that a7,ure tint, which 
oppraAchc^ to blackticf^, I;; jtcculhir, we have 
aircadj remarked, to VisJth tf ; and hence, in 
the great rclcrvtiir or clllcrti at die 

capital of A"r/rfA there b placet I in a rccuml^nt 
poihirc a Urge vvcIl*propon]oucJ image of ifae 
niarhle, reprelcming N a^ia'v ak floating on 
the waters. Hot let us return to the ailioii^ of 
CfttsjiNA; who was not lefs heroic than 
luvolv, anil, wLicn a Imy, ilew the terrible ler- 
pcfit Cti/iya w’ith a number of glints and mon- 
llers: at a more ailvanced age, he put to death 
hU cruel cnemyCAHsA; nmU having taken 
under his protection the king VuuHlsHT^uiR 
and the other F^lm^ who had been grievoufly 
oppreflod by the Cttrur, and their tYtafinlcal 
chief, he kindled the war defcribcd in the great 
Epic entitled the MuMif/Mraf, at the 

profjieroiis coiiclurion of which he returned to 
his heavenly feat in rnk'jttt'ha, having left the 
iiidrufliotts cocTiprized hi the f/fA'i with his dll- 
cnniolite friend AajttN, whofe grandJon be¬ 
came Ibvcrcigii of /W>vj. 

In this pi^urc It U imjioliihle not to difeover, 
flt the liril glance, the fcatiirtLS of Apollo, 
j'uruanicd A^j/uwr, or the Pajiared^ in Grtec<% 
and OptFER, in It^j ; w'ho fed the be ds of 
Aumbtus, and flew' the ierpent Fjth^n : a 

God, 
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Godi amorons* beamifiTl* and warlike; rtiB 
w'ord G<k*ittdtt may belirwaJlytrandalcd 
ns dj^’a is Oinrlus^ or %vUh Jtae bair ; but 
wbcihcr G?/!u/fl, or the ber^fman, has any rela¬ 
tion to Ap^h^ let our Eiymologifts determine. 
Colonel VallaKceY* whofc learned enqui¬ 
ries into the ajiciaii literature (if htt^d are 
highly Sntereding, afiurca me, that Cripn^ iri 
Jrip coeanfi the SuK; and wejind Afoli.o and 
St>f. conlidcred by the Utmm poets as the lame 
deity. J am inclined* indeed, to bclicye, thal 
not only CrisBKA or Viins^r, but cren 
■BRAtiwA' and Siva, when united, and cx- 
prdTcd by tlw myftical word O'M, were de¬ 
fined by the hrft idolaters to reprefent the 
Solar fire; but pHoffai-s, or the ^rh the Sun 
perfomfied, is adored by the Indians ns theGt^ 
Stf^RVA ; whence dte fe£l who pay him parti- 
caUr adoration, arc csillod Smras ; their poets 
and painters deferibe bis ctr as drawn by fevcii 
green horfca, preceded by AauN, or the 
Dtivun, who afts as his charbtccr, and fol¬ 
lowed by thoufantb of Genii worlliippiiig him 
and modulating his pniiC s. He has a multi¬ 
tude of names, and among them t^Vclve epi¬ 
thets or titles, which denote his (Uflhn^V/'oWfr/ 
in each of the twelve months: tholearc 
called or Ions of A pit: byCA-^vAPA, 

the Imbajt L'ranvs} and one of them has, 
according to fome authorities, the name of 

VlSUKV' 
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VjshSU, t>r Fervader* Sti'iiVA Is bdievcd to 
have dcfcciidcd frequentty from hie car in a bu- 
iriati fhape» and to have left a race on earth* 
who arc equally renowned In the Jnd'am 
frories with the Hefutdio of Gretee r tt is very 
lingular* tlitat bia two Ions called Aswikau of 
AfcvviM'cuMA'iAt-, in the dud, friouJd be 
coiifidered as twin-brothers, and painted like 
Castor and Polt-L'^ji ; but iliey have each the 
chsra^cr of yKscvf.APios among the Gods, 
and arc believed to have been hunt of a nymph* 
who, in the form of a marc, tvas impregnated 
with fun-beams. 1 fufpeft the whde table of 
Casvapa ami his progeny to be alltonomicd; 
and caiuiot but iniag^c* that the Greet name 
Ca SfftOPKIA has a reUttoii to it. Another grtat 
Indian family are called the Chi/drtn gJ the 
MooHf or ChaKI>ha; who is a male Deity, 
and confcquenily not to lie compared with 
ARTsMts or Diana : nor have 1 yet found a 
paiallel in tnJii fi>r the Goddefs of die Cbafiy 
who feems to have been the daughter of an 
Flwytpean fancy, and very naturally created by 
the Invention of Ruc&lick and Gt^nr^ick poets t 
yet, fince the Mo^n is a Jhrm of j'sw ai a* the 
God oi Nature, according to the vtrfeof Ca^li- 
l>A'sA,andtiiice fSA Kt has been fhewn to bcfiii 
ccnjiiri or we may conllder her, in one of 

her charaftcfs, as LvNA ; eJ^iilly as we fhali 

fwJtt 
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£00(1 iie tonviriocil, that, in the fhadca befo^v/ 
flic corf^fiJonds with the I lFCATpof 

Titr wtjrfltip of Sol.ir, or V‘fftal» Fire may 
beafenbed, irkethat ofOatBlsand lats, to the 
fccotid ihorcc of mjthalogf, or art enthuflaCtfe 
admiration of Natare*s wonderful powers; 
and aj} Ihr I can yet imdcrflaitd the 

Fedau to he the pritici|wtl wnrihip rccom» 
meiukJ in them. We liavc /ecu, tliai Mara’'- 
de'va himfclf 19 perfnnatcd hy Fire i but, 
liihordinate to him. is the tiod Aoxi* often 
cahed Ta vaca, or the Furijirr^ who anrwm 
to [he Wr.cAK of Egypt, where he was a 
Deity of high rank» and Uis wife :iwA'nA^ 
rchmhlcs the younger Vksta, or Vcstia, 
ihc Foliofii projiouiiccd itieCr^^ word (ora 
BHAVA'Nft Or \'KMfS, 13 tltC COirfoTt 

of tfie Supreme DeflruAive and Generative 
Pol^■<,■r I b It tfie Creeh and Ronui/zr, whofV 
fvflem ii' lefs n;gel,irthiiri that of the/WiWir/, 
Aiarrrcd hef to chetr dhiae artifi, wdiuiii they 
alfo nam^d HKprrAisToa hiuI VtrLi:AK» and 
who feem^ to be the hSm VtswACABMAS', 
the Jhrger m-ms f#r the OodSf and inventor 
of the or Jitry Jhaft, In the war be¬ 

tween them and the Dditym or Tttunt, It is 
not eiiy here to refrain from oblerying (and, if 
tfie obfifrvatjfnv give offeuce io Eng/anJ, it ii 
contrary to my inteuticMi) chat the newly dis¬ 
covered planet (hould unqueilioiiably tic named 
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VyLCAN ; fincc the confufion tyf aynlogr in 
the names Cif the planets Is inelcgtim, unfeho- 
larly, aitii ynphilofiphical: the tia.m£ Ura Nt;^ 
is appiopriitcd the firmament; but Vulcan, 
the floweft yf the tkids, and, according to thi 
Bffv^Uitn priefts, the olcdi of them, agree’' ad- 
miiahty with an orl> ^t^hicb moA perform its 
revolution in a verjr long period : and, hv gis*- 
ing it this denomiiiittlon, tve fhaM have feven 
primary planets with the mmes of as iriAny 
Raniitn Deities, Meuccrv, Venus, Tell us. 
Mars, Jupiter, Satubk, Vulcan. 

It has already been intimated, chat the 
Muses and Ns'Wphs arc the Go'pta of 
Mittb'urdr atid of Givtrdbanf the Parnajin of 
the Hjndus ; and the Jyiic pcftms of j a't Ai>t/vA 
will fully jufihy this opiiiiou; but the Kympbs 
of Mj^ri are :hc/bhfy RA'ctNi's or fewaie 
whole various fuiivlions and properties 
arc In richly delineated by the InJian ptnters, 
and fo finely rkteribed by the poets: but I will 
not anticipate what wilt requires feparate RAay, 
by enlarging here on the beautiful nlleguries of 
the Hifidus ill their lyftetn of muftcal niode>, 
w hich they call Ra'oa’s, firand fup- 
ptjfe to be Genii or Demigfxis. A very diAiii- 
guifhc<i fbn of Brahma', named Na'hed, 
whofc aflions arc the fubjeft of a Punina^ 
licars a Amng relcmblancc to Hermes or Mer* 
CuRi’; he tvas a wife legiflator, great in arts 

F and 
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ai)<I m arm$^ an cToqucxit melTcjtger of lTjo 
G ods, either to one aiip ihcror lofivoured mor¬ 
tals, and a mufiotati of oxcjuihto {kiJi ; his in¬ 
vention of the Fituty or Jndiart lute, is thus ilc- 
feribed in the poem entitled ** Ka'jied 

** fat watching from time to time his large 
** which, bjr the impulfc of the breeze, 

yielded notes that pierced fucccCiveiy the rc- 
** ^ons of bis ear, and proceeded by mtilica] in- 
** tcrvals.** The law trad, fuppoied to have 
been revealed by Na-bkd, is at this hour cited 
by the Pandits t and we cantiot, tltercfbre, be¬ 
lieve him to have been the patron of Thighs ; 
though ail iiiiincciii theft of CatSHKA^s cattle, 
by way of putting his divinity to a proof, he 
llraneely imptitcd, in die Bbi^goMai^ to his la¬ 
ther Brahma'. 

The lafl of the Creek Or Utsltojs divinities, 
for whom we find a ivanllel in the Pantheon of 
kndia^ is }\sf: Siygteot or ^aartek OlAHA, Other¬ 
wise named Hscate, and often confounded 
with pROSEBFiNn ; and tlierc can be no doubt 
of her identity with CA t.i', or the wife of 
Siva in his charafler of the Stygian Jove. 
To this black Goddefs, with a collar of gulden 
Ikulls, aa we fee her exhibited in all her prin¬ 
cipal temples, human facrifues were aniicittly 
o^red, as the Vedas enjoined; bur, in the pro- 
fenr age, they arc ablblutely prohibited, as arc 
alio the iacritices of bulls and horfes r kids are 

Hill 
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AiU i:i^rcd Co her; and, to palliate the cruelty 
of ihc ilaOghter, which gave fuch offence to 
Bvddha, the Bhibutmi iticulcarea lielicr, that 
the p. or vi^ims riic in the heatfcn of Indka^ 
wbei% thej become the mttfician of hltt band. 
Inffead of the obfotete, and now illegat, litcri' 
tkes of a man, a bull, and a horfe, called 
JSitramiilhat Gmtfdhaj and the 

power:} of nature arc thought to be propitiated 
by the Jefa bloody ceremome$ at the did of au¬ 
tumn, when ihc fcflivals of CA^Li'and LAcsir- 
mi' are liulcmnixod nearly at the fame time; 
now, if it be afkcd fiow the CiodJefs of Death 
came to be united with the mild parrotiels of 
abundance, 1 mull propole another ()uellrriii, 
** How came Proserpine to be reprefented 
“ In the Enr^peaf! lyflem as the daughter of 
Ceres ?'* Perhaps both queflions tna^ be 
anfwered by the propotirion nf natural phiJoib- 
phers, that the apparent deflrutlioti of a fuh- 
fiance is the produ^on of it in a didicncnt 
“ form.*’ The w-ild mufic of Ca'i.i'"'s prtcfb 
at one of her fcflivals, brou^t inflantly to my 
feco!(e£Uon iheJiy^riwrt mcaforesof Diana’s 
adorers tft the fplcndid opera of Iphioenia m 
Taurts^ which Gluck eihibited at Paris with 
left genius, indeed, than art, but with every 
advantage that an orcheflta could fiippty- 
That w*c may not diftoifs this aflemblagc 
of European and divinities with a liiln 
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jcft Ca homdas tbeaiiari HhcAtr and Ca'm', 
t« os conclude wifh two remarks, which pro¬ 
perly, indeed, beloiig to tl>c Ittj£<ut Miilolbphy, 
jvitit which we arc not ai pwlcnt concerned* 

Fiust, 0«>t the place, but the 

bJifs enjoyed there, iu which fimfe Mijltos 
ufcs the word) cannot hut appear, as detcribed 
hy the p(>et9| a i^ry tedious and inhpid kind 
of enjoytotiit: it is, ho were r, more exalted 
than the temporary }Llyjium in the ccmii of 
IsuRA, where the pleal'urcs, as m Mujiam- 
atRo's paradile, are wholly fcnfual; but the 
Mu^U or Biypen happinefs of the Fedmta 
Icbool, is far more fubliinc; for they rcprclcnt 
it as a total ahforptionr though zrot fucli as to 
dcl^roy confeiouriicl^, in the divine edence; 
but, for the reafon before fuggcflcd, I fay no 
more of this idea of beatitude, and forbear 
touching on the doftrine of trsnfinigratton, and 
the fimiJarity of the Fidmtii to the 
haikkt and old j^tademci fohools. 

Seco^’DI-y, In the myQiol :ini3 elevated 
charadlcr of Pak, as a perfonification of the 
Uifkyrfe^ according to the notion of lonl Bacov, 
there arifM a fort of nmilitudc between him 
and CilsHSA confidered as Na^'raVax- The 
Grteim tjod phys divinely on Ins reed, to cx- 
prels. we are told, ethereal harmony; he has 
iits attendant Nymphs of the paitures and the 
dairy ; bis face is as radiant as t]»e Iky, and HU 
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bead illuoiiiicil with rlic tioms of a ertfeeht ; 
whilfl his lower extretniiici are dcfornual aiiJ 
Shaggy, as a lymbol of- the vcgcrables which 
the csrth produces, and ot' ilie heafls wlio roam 
oYcr the face of it Now we may compare 
thi^ portrait, partly with the general cbaradcf 
of Ckishka, the Shqihcrd Ciod, and p-inljr 
with the dcicriprioii in the BbA^aviit of the di¬ 
vine fpirlt exhibited m /ir/arm of tbh Unkfierfd 
Worlds, to wbidi xvc may add ihe followiitg 
ftoiy from the fame cxrraorditiary poem. I'hc 
Nymplts had complained to YAio’OA', that the 
child Crjuhna had liccu dniikiiig ihcir dirds 
and mUk; on l^lng reproved by his foftcr- 
nioEbcr for this liidUcrction^ rcsjucfeil ha 
10 cxamhie bi$ mowih i in v^htclj, tocher 
amazement, fhc beheld the wMif unhtrft m 
all its plenitude of magnificence. 

We mufl: not be Ivirprifcd at finding, on a 
clofc examination, that the characters of all the 
l^agati deities, male and female, mcU into each 
other, and at laft into one or nvo; for it feems 
a well-founded opinion, that the whole croud 
v( God$ and Goddcfica in anticiit Rmf, and 
modern fuiratifs, mean only the (JowTrs of tw- 
tttfc, and principally ihofc of the m/n, cx- 
prefled in a variety of ways and by a multitude 

of fimciful names. , 

Thus have I attcmptetl to trace, impcTfealy 
at prelent for want of ampler iniucrials, hut 
* P ^ wuh 
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with a cmifidcnce continually Incrcafing as \ 
»dvancctl, a prallcl bciwccn the Owls adored 
iij th ee very difFcrcnt naiiona. Greece, /Wvr 
and India ‘ but which was the ongtn^l fyftenJ? 
ajid which the copy* I w's>l not prefiimc to 
decide ; nor arc we likely, I believe, to be iwui 
furjiiihcil with Aintrient grounds for a dedfion: 
the iimdamentil ntlc, that natur d mdnwji Am- 
man &pirstmi proceedfeem thefmfk to the com- 
potend, will afford no afliftince on thi$ point ? 
I'mce neither (he nor lyflcro 

has tmy llmplicii,' in it; *nd b£)th ire fo com¬ 
plex, not to fay abfurd. however intermixed 
with the beautiful and the JubUmc, that the 
hniioitr, fuch as it is, of the invcniiori cannot 
bs allotted to either with tolerable certainty. 

S NCE Egipt afijjcars to have been the grand 
fource of k notv ledge ifttr the veifiern, and India 
fwr the more en/km, parts of ihc globe, it may 
feem a material qticftion, whether the kgyp^’iarts 
communicated their Mythology and PhtJoftjphy 
tt» the Htidus, or cotjvcrfely ? But what the 
learned of Memphij wrote or faid concerning 
India no murtal knows; and what the learned 
of ycrJnei have ollertcd, if any coticem- 

in? Egypt* can give ua little latas&ftion i fiich 
ciicumflanpal evidence on this queflion as I 
have been able to collet, fhalt, ncvcrthclefs, bo 
ihiTrd; beeaufe, unfids&ftory as it is, there 
ma7 he ftmethitig tn h not wholly upworthy 
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of notiCc » ihougli iiftcr slip wlistcv’cr colonics 
may have come from the Nt/e to the Citb^w, 
we lhall, perhajr-, agree at laft with Mr. 
Bevant, that F 4 (rp/i<mt Ittilianu Grreh and 
Italiaau proceeded ortgtnally from one centrd 
place* and that t!ie fame people carried their 
religion and fcicriccs Itito CbitiaAii^ Japan : may 
we not add even to iVfrx/fd and Peruf 

£v£SY one knows that the true name of 
E^ypt is fpcllcd with a pabtial (Ibilant 

both in Uiirfe^ and : it in 

Eci/rew to have been the proper name of the firfr 
Icttlcr in it ; and when ihc Arabs tife the word 
for 41 ^taf thy^ they probably mean a c\iy 
Uk< the capitid rf Egypt • P^hcr Mahco, a 
ifcfflwr/f Miintinary, who, though notafcholar 
of the fir ft rate, is incapable, I am perfuaded, ot 
deliberate fallchood, lent me the taft book of a 
pimayan, which he had traiiflatcd through the 
into his native language* and with it a 
ihort vocabulary of Mythological and Hlftorical . 
names, which had brtii explained to him by 
the PiWi 4 ///f of Bi'/i.V4J, where he had long re- 
fidcd : one of the articles in his little di^lionarv 
was, ** a town and province in which 

** the priefts from Egypt fettled t” and when 
1 alkcd him what name Egypt bore among the 
Hmdus, he iidd Af//r, but obferved, that they 
fbmetimes confounded it with My§inta. \ per¬ 
ceived that hii memorv of w'bat he had wntten 

F 4 
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was corrr^l; for Mit'r was atiother word in 
liU tttdc^i *‘ From which couDciy, he faid» catnc 
the iLgi’fitiiiM priefls who fotilod in T*r«/. 

J iu{pcet<rd ii»«iictliaie)y lhai his mtcUigencc 
flowed foom ilic filuJh'B/itMJt who call lugar» 
candy Mijri oi Egyptian ; but when I examined 
him clordy, and carnciUy dtfired him to rc- 
colle^l fmm whom he had received his mfor- 
matioiif he repeatedly and poFuivcly declared, 
that h had been given him by foveral 

and parUcuUrly by a his tiitimatc 

friend, whosvas reputed a conliderable 
« //if, and had lived three years luar his houfe. 

We then conceived timt the foac of His tgypfjam 
cdiwy muft have been cotiimonly pm- 

noonerd and aiitierniy called 

the priacipid town of JaiuicMa. or north 
Bahnn hue Mahe'sa who was bom 

in that very diftrift. and who fnbmitted pa- 
tienllv to a long examination concerning Wr* 
ovtrfer all our conclufiotis; he denied that the 
Br -hnans of his countn' were generally fur- 
nanifd Mii»t « ^e had been iniormcd^ and 
m. that the addition of Misha to the name 
of VA^ciiEtWTt, and culicr learned authors, 
was a title formerly confoircd on the wrliejs 
ol mi/ceflanUs or cemfiieri of various traa* on 
religion or icience, the word being denv^ 
from a root llgnifying *o mix. Being alked, 

ivhcro 
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wl.«c tu. country of M,V w». “ l ^uru arc 
* .„o, he aufwctal. of that name! ouo of 
.. the.-, h >k> ««,», unJe, tljc du™>™ cf 
MufilmJm, and another which all the »A'“ 

“ atid PmUai meiKEon, ui .i mountainous rc^ 
.. ,ion to.hcnarlAof^^it'W- It B evident, 
that hY the fit ft hr mcint t hut what he 

meant hv tlie l«:ond, it S' not cafv to iifceriam» 
A couorryn tailed TJrukif by our 
appears in the maps hirtweco the norTh-«ftrrt» 
frontier of AaS and the ttimmiams ot 
but svhether that was the 77™/ meononed to 
father Mauco by his frieJiJ <’» Bftm, 
decide. This only 1 know with ccminty, ma 
Mifra is an epithet of iwn m the 

dr/ma of Sacovtala'. which "^5® 
near a cenniry before the birth of Um^T, 
that fame of the greaieft lawyer?, ■'U'd two o 
the flncft drairatk poets, of lmf>a have the 
fame title i that we hear h Munitly m cou 
mided CO the names of Hindu partic*; at.d that 
none of the Fursditt, whom 1 have Jmee con- 
fuU«i, pteceiiJ m know the true „ 

the word, ns a proper name. Of ro gue 
other estnlanaiion of it than that it is a/urn.^m. 

of Brahmans in iht we;/- Vrv/L 

given to Colonel Kyd by the oW K of Ln^ 

Ley... cnnccni-mg f ”"'J •' 

» Hinduh ih^it (ome P^Yphans had k 
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(Vfletns than Nr-wton* tir of fU^olaftic ractj" 
ph}'(lck» than LotKfi? In whom could the 
Cburcli have bad a more formidabte t>p' 
pottcni than in CMiti-tsowoBTH, v bofedeep 
knowledge of iis tenets rctidercil him !o com- 
pcteiiE to difpuie them ? In a viardy who inofo 
cxaflly knew the abominable rites and Ihocking 
idobtry of Canaan than MosJiS himfrlfi Yet 
t!ie icaming of thole great men only incited 
iliem to feek other fourccs of truth, piety, and 
virtue, than thofc in which they had Jtmg lieen 
immcrfcd. There is no Ibadow then of a 
foujidauon for an opinion tlue Mokes bormwed 
the nine or ten chapters of the 

literature of *hc adaman¬ 
tine pilbrs of onr faith Ije innvef! by 

the relult of any debate? on the compnitivc 
antit^nity of the fltndut and H^p’tanty or of 
any inquirirt into the ftidian Thmilngy, \'ery 
TrfpwSablc natives have aflitred me, that one 
or two nirllioiiarics have heeii abfurd enough, 
in their zeal for the coiu erfuin of the G n/.'/f/, 
to urge, that ihe were even now al- 

mort Ciripaas, liccmiife their Rb aiima', 
Vr trstf, and Mahe'sa, were nt> other than 
•* the tirffiioft Trinity a Icntencc in w-hich 
we can only doubt w hether folly, igrionnee, 
f>r impiety pretlominafet. The tiuee fi&wfrs 
Crta k'f, and w'hicli 

(he IJint/ttt cxprcfR by the trillteral word G 

vv ere 
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were grofsly sfcrlbcd by the firft iUdarers td 
the hctii, And ^atae tif ihcir mil^akcn 

divinity tlie Suit; and rhdr tv tier liicccflhn in 
the Eaft, who jjafccivcd tliat the Sun was only 
a created tlting» apflied thafe powers to ire 
creator ^ hut the Ittiltsu Triarfu and that of 
Plato, which he calls the Suprctnr Good. tlic 
Keafon, and the Soul, are infuntcly removed 
from the hohiti fs atid ruyimity of the dodfine 
whiHt pious Ch^ijititui have deuced from text# 
ill die Gofpcl, though other CkHfmm, as pious, 
openly profefs their diilbm fiom them. Each 
feft muft be juftified by its own fiirh ^nd good 
ititentioiirf ^ tlus only 1 nieiiii to incutcate, thsr 
the tenet of oor Church emnot wjiluiut prt>- 
fanrnels he compared with that of the IhnAui^ 
which has oiily an apparent rcfroiblajicc to it, 
hut a very diiftrent nteaning. One fingular 
iaft, however, mull not be 1\itlb-cd to pals 
untiotjccd. That the name of Cfiisitt'A, ami 
die general ouilino ol his ftory^, were long aii- 
tetior to the birth ol our Saviour, and ptoha'* 
% lo the time of Homrr, we know* very oet- 
tarnly i yet the cclehtatcd poem entitled if Ad* 
g<rvi^^ which contains a proliK account of his 
life, is filled with narratives of a moft extra¬ 
ordinary kind, l)ut ftreiigely i-aricgated and in¬ 
termix^ with poetical dccoinnoivs: the mcar- 
uatc deity of tJic SanJerU romance Wiis cradled, 
as it informa Uf, among Uer^ratn^ hut it add*. 
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tint he was educated antoiig them, ^d pafied 
hb youih ill playing with a parry of milkmaids: 
a tyrant, at the time uf hU birth, ordered all 
new-bom males to be flaln: yet this wortdcrftil 
ba be wa* prclerved by biting the brealt inftcad 
of fucking the poifotitd nipple of a tnirfe com- 
iniilioned to kill Jnm i he perforincd amazing* 
but ridiculous, miiacles in his lii/aucT, and, at 
the age of levcn years, held up a mountaiu on 
the tip of his little huger: he laved multitudes 
partly bv his arms and partly by his miraculous 
powers; he raifcd the dead bj' defccnding for 
that purpofe to the bwcfl legions; he was ilic 
tiicekeft and befl-tempcrcd of beings, wafhed 
the feet of the BrMtuttu, and preached very 
nobly, indeed* and fublimcly, bur ahvnys in 
ihcir favour; he was pure and chaib in reality, 
but exhibited an appearance of excdllve libei- 
linifm, and had w ives or miftrefics too numci- 
rou3 to be counted; laftly, he was b-ncvolcitt 
and tctider, yet fomented and conduced a ter¬ 
rible ^var. This motley ftoiy muft induce an 
opinion chat the fpurious Gofpcls, which 
abounded in the firft age of hml 

been brouuht to InJia, and the wildeft parts of 
them repeated m the HinJtii, who itigrafted 
them on the old fiblc of Cn sav a, the APOt-t-u 
of Greect* 

As to the general cstciihon of our pure faith 
in BinduMt them arc at prelcnt many fad ob- 

Aacles 
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ftaclcs U» »l. The Mufthttans arc already a fort 
cf heicrodoi Chripinns ; they arc ChriJUittu^ if 
Locke fcafoDs juftly, becaufe they firmly be¬ 
lieve the immacuUie conception, tlivioe ciw- 
raaer, ami miradcs of ibc Messiah ; but they 
arc hctcrodoJt to denying vehemently hia cha- 
cadcf of ^on, and his equality, as God, with 
the Fatlicr, of whofe unity and attributes they 
entcitatii and exprefs the moft awful id<»s^, 
while they confidcr our do^rinc as pcrfcd bid- 
pheroy, and infift that our copies of the Scrip¬ 
tures have been corrupted both by and 

Cir/Tfmijx. li will be inexprcfllHy difficult to 
undeceive them, and fcarce pofliblc to dimuuth 
their veneration for MohamMKD ami ALt , who 
were both very extraordinary men, and the fc- 
eond a man of unexceptionable morals? the 
Kerdu fliincs, Indeed, with a borrow^ light, 
lincemoftof its beauties arc wkcti trom our 
Scriptures: but tt has great beauties, and the 
Mufeimawi w ill tior tic convinced that they were 
borrowed. The Hifjdui, on the Other h^tid, 
would readily admit the truth of the Gorpe!; 
but they contend, tliut it h perfeilly owiinetU 
with their SoJIroit the Deity, they fay, as 
appeared InuumcraHe times, in many parts o 
this world and of all worlds, f r the UMiion 
of hk creatures : and though we adore him m 
one appearance, and they m uihers, yet we 
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adore. tUer Ciy. the fame God. w whom our 
teverid worihi^'S. thougW dUferaH «i torm. are 
cqudJIy acceptable, if they be liiicere in mb* 
ftaitcc. VV e may nilure trurfdvei. that neirbef 
Mujthtiitni ntir HtHatii will ever be co/iverted 
byauymiffioti from the Church of Rjiinz^ or 
from any other L hurcli; and the ottly human 
mode, perltaps, ofcaufiug fo great a rcvoln* 
tiw» will he to tranflatc into SitttfirH inti Prr'- 
Jtan fiich chapters of the Propltco, prncubrly 
ofl^AtAH. as are mdlfputaWy Evangelical, to* 
gether with one ol the Golpels. and a plum 
prefatory difcourle cotjulning full evidence of 
the very litdam ages, io which the pr^iaions 
themfelvcs. and the fiiftory of tlic divine per- 
fon prcdiiltul. were fcvcrilly made public; and 
then quietly to difi»crfe the work among the 
wcU-ctIucatcJ natives; with w'hom if in due 
time it failed of producing very lalutary fruit 
by its natural iuOuciice. we could only lamcni 
more than ever the ftrength of prejudice and the 
w'eakncla of una^li^cd reafon. 
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LITERATURE OF ASIA. 

BEING TIfE SPCOK& AKJ^IVEfiSATlTf DfSCOUaiE 
l>t(,JVERf.D TO the society PEE, IjSj. 


gentlemen, 

I F the Deity of the {ItffJujr hy whom all 
their'jtjft rc<juerts arc believed lo be granietl 
with fiiJgiitar indulgence, had propofed bft 
year to gratify my warmeft w’ilhcs, I could 
have defired nothing more adcmly than die 
fuccefe of your inHitutlon j. bccaurcl can ddlrc 
nothing in prcFcrcfiCc to the general good, 
which your plan I'ecms calculated to prom^, 
by bringing to light many urefut and mterefttng 
Irakis, which, being too (hort for feprate 
puhlicatioii, might lie many y«rs coticealcd, 
tjr, perhaps, irrecoverably pcrifli: my wiftics 
arc accompliIbcd, without an invocation to 
CA^MADHE'KVt Olid .your Socicty, havHig al“ 
rmdy paflod its infant ilaic, is advancing to 
Q maturity 
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itiatiiriiy vvich cvicry mark of ^ hcalchy ®inl ro« 
buft connituibtu ‘Wbcii I reflet, indeed, on 
ilic variety of fobjefts, wlvicb have been dif- 
culTcJ iieforeyou, conccrnijig the hiftory, Lws, 
maimers, arts, and aiitiquUiES of Jjia^ I aih 
unable rn decide whether my jjlcalurc or my 
lur[vile be ihc greater; for J will not dtf- 
fembte, that your pmgrefs has far exceeded roy 
cipeaationsand though we muft ferioutty de^ 
pjorcrhc lofsof thofe excel lent mcn> who have 
lately deparrctl from tliis capital, yet there b a 
prolpe£l fl-Ji of large eontributions to your 
ftock of ^Jidtkk learnmg, which, I am per- 
iiiadcd, will coniiniially Increafe. My late 
journey to Bfn^ret has enabled me to aiTure 
vou, that many of your members, who refide 
at a diftaucc, employ a part of their Icifurc in 
preparing additions to your archives ; and, 
unlefs 1 am too iatiguiue, you will foott receive 
light from them on feverat topicks entirely new 
in the republic of letters. 

It was principally with a dclign to open 
fources of fuch iufortnaTioii, that I long had 
meditated an cipcditiort up the Gmga thiring 
the fulpeiifioii of my bufinefs; but, although 1 
had the fatisfaelloii of vifiting tw o ancient feats 
of Hindu ruperflition and literature, ycr, ill- 
jicfs having detame*! me a conflderablc time rn 
the way, it was not in my fiowcr to coatiuuc 
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in them loag enough to purfue my inquiries ; 
nijd I kli ihctn. AS is lo Have 

left the ftmilca, when his guide made lum re¬ 
coiled fie 6/irrr.^^dk tim, witi» 

a curiofity riiVed_ m the height, and a regret 

pot caiy to lie del'cribed. ^ * n *r k- 

WnoEV^a cfpi^cjallf u m 

be cotivcr&nt with the litcfaiurc of the coga- 
trics through which he paflbs. muft uatumllr 
remark the luperiority of iiur^'i^n talcuis; the 
obfcrvatlop* indeed, a at k-aft as old as 

; and though we caunm agree with 
lire fage preceptor of that amhiuoii?; Prince* 
that “ the JJiai ch arc boru to be flav^ts, yet 
the Attxniiiit poet fee ms perfedUy ht the right, 
when he rcprcfeiiti Prm- 

^efs. and J/'at as her tlan^manh but il the 
mirtrcfi be traofccitdatitly majelhek, it caiuiot 
be dcpied that the aitcndaiii has many tKauMes, 
and fame advantages peculiar to hcrUdt- The 
ancients were accunometl to pronounce 
gyrkks on their owu coutitrymen at ihecxt'etice 
cf all other oatbiis. with a plillcfll view, pcT- 
Iiaps, of ftimuhting them by praife, and ex¬ 
citing them to hill greater exertioust but Juen 
arts arc here uiincecfiiiry i nor would they, iti- 
deed, become a Society who leek notbmg hm 
truth unadorned by rhctnnck j and altuough 
we muft becoufeious of our fu,-erior advance¬ 
ment iii all Iditdii of ufefnl knowledge, tet we 
C5 2 
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ought not therefore to confcmn the people of 
from wlxjfe refcirchcE ir^to oature, works 
of art, arid iiivcntknii f>f f^neyf many v^ln- 
able hints may be derived for our own improvc- 
mciU and advantage. If that. Ittdccd, were 
not the principal object ofyourlnftimtion, hiile 
clfc could arife fmni it hut the men: graufica- 
lion of ciinofiiy; and 1 fhontd not receive lo 
much delight from the humble fhare which 
you have allowed me to take in promoting ir. 

To form an exadl parallel betwoen tlie works 
and aclious of the Weftetn and Eattem worl^, 
would require a irath of no inconfidcrablc 
kngth; but we may decide on the whole, that 
reafon and talk are the grind pretogaHves of 
European mind!}, wliile the jl^atich have 
fow'cd n> loftier heights in the riilicfc of ima¬ 
gination. The civil hiftory of their vaft em¬ 
pires, and of India in particular, muft be 
highly intcreiling to our common country- 
but we have a ftill nearer iiitereft in knowing 
all former modes of ruling {fjefe tnejiimabU Jro- 
vittceu on profperiiy of which fo much of 
our national ivclfire, and individual benefit^ 
feetns to depend. A minute know¬ 

ledge, noi ^ndy of Et^^gal and Eahaty but, for 
evident re -.lbits, the kingdemt bordering on 

ihettt, « loicty coiinoftcd with an account ot 
their nrinv revolutions t but the na/ura/ pt^ 
dudiotJaoi ihcfc icrritorieB, cfpccitiHy m fhe 
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MCgttabie ntid nimerat lyllems* are reo^ntftus 
(ilicas n)f refearch nut only to an impersa!^ 
but, w Kich is a dimmer oi tqod aigniiy, a 
cfimmerc a! people. 

Ip B9lfwy (?ercrit)ed by mttapnors 

drawn from tlie fcicncc iiielf, xvc may juiUy 
pfonoimcc a minute acejoaimance witli/lnw/ft 
theirs/##, HmU, and//>rrK tobciu 

Jlvivcrs, which can only produce Jrv-t by an 
application of that ktunvlcdge to the purpofci 
of life* pnriicubrlj it> £hff\ Uy wlitch diltaJc^ 
may be avoided, and to nttdkm^ by which 
they may be remedied t for tixe improvement 
of the la it mentioned art, than which none 
j'urelv COM be more beneficial to mankind, the 
virtues of m/mWj aUo llimild he accurately 
known. So highly has medirti ItilI been prized 
hv the ancient ind'tatu^ that cjhf of tlic 

or prtckm ttikp, which their Go^ 
are believed to have produced by churning inc 
ocean with the mountain Murtdffra, was 
harntdph^fichn. What their old Iwoka con; 
tain on this fubjeft xvc ougln certainly to dii- 
cover, and that witlviUE loQof ttme; kit the 
venerable but abArufe Linkage in whjcll they 
are compoied, fhould ewfe to lie perfe tlj in- 
telligible> even to the bcfl educ ■ted 
througha want of powerful invitation to u yit* 
BEBNrEtt, whowas himfetf of the Faculty, men* 

tiens approved ntcdical books in art 

** n , ertes 
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cites a ftvf aphnrirms, ^vliich appear judicioitit 
and Mtional; bite wc can espe^^ nothing To im- 
ponant from the work* .if Hind.t or Ma/ffmm 
phyficians. asihcknowldj^et which cxpcriaiee 
mull have gjvcji thrm, ot JitupU medirincs. f 
have feen an htSan prefer!ptioii of 
aud another of fxh -p^ ingredients; but Inch 
comporitbijs a:e always to he futpeclcd, fiiicc 
the effca of one iiign-drcnt may dellroy that of 
another: and it were better to find cerram ac¬ 
counts of a Tingle leaf or berry, than to be ac¬ 
quainted with the tnoft clrtbonite compounds, 
unlefs they too have been proved by a muln- 
tude of luccefsfiil experiments. The noble 
dcobftrupni nib extraelcd from tlic Eniftda nwi, 
the whole lamily of the incompa¬ 
rable ft o mac hick root from the fine 

uftringcnt ii-iiculoudy called jitpun earth, but 
m truth produced by the decoaion of an //i- 
plant, have tong been ufed hi ^ i 
who can forclel ss hat glorious difcovems of 
other oils, rooti, and ialutary juices, “^7 
made bv your Society * If it be doubtful 
whether the i»rk be effica- 

cious in this country, its place may, perhaps, 
lie fkippUcd by Ibme indigenous vegetable equally 
aiitileptick, "and more congenial to the climatc- 
W hetUer any treatifeson Jgritylturf have been 
written by experienced natives of thefe pro- 

vinccSi 
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Vinces^ 1 am aot yet inforniea; bw Inicc tiic 
eouriof Spnm cxi«a w fiiiJ uJetuJ remarks i.i 
ail /!rM traft preferved m the on 

Hit cuhkuam oJUndin that trngih^:, we thmild 
mqutre tor limlbr coiT,pifiumis» ami ciymme 

the coiiientsof Tuch a uc cart prjiure. 

Thk (tiblimo idenceof CKymiftry* 
was on the point of calling mwft be 

added, as a key to the richcll trcafurics of na¬ 
ture i and ii is imtwtnble to foretee how greatly 
it crav impro’^c our cfpca^^ly ' 

can fu thoti: brilliant Jyes, which narit nothing^ 
of perfea beauty but a longer cctmuartce or 
,hdr fplcndoor ; orJiow far it may lead to new 
mr.thods of Jujihg ^ffd mtpvnAvg 
which tUxt: 

thought to Imve praailcd in hifihcr pcrttOion 

th^\i oui^fcSvcs. 11 j if 

In ihofe drgaut arts which are cdlcd 
ami fi&efiifi though of left general mihty than 
the laboutsof the mechanic, it is really wou- 
dcriul how much a fmgle nation has cjurell^ 
the whole world t 1 mean the ancient Ore^^. 
whofe Hcufpturt, of which we have citquifitc 

remains both on gems 

dern tool can etjuaS ; whole /Irchtf^inre wc 
can only imitat- at a fervdc ^ 

unable to make one addition to «t, 

Ilroy ng its graceful hmphaiy : whole i erf/y 

lliH delights US in youth, and amufcs u a 
* ® Q ^ mature 
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maturtrage; and of 'vh -ie Pfimfi/tg .mtl Mu^fi 
wc hive thr cooeurrciit rcIauoEu of to many 
grave authors, that it ivmilJ tie ftrangc incre¬ 
dulity to ftmibt their excellence. Painfing, ss an 
art faeloniilng to the powers of the itnagiiianon* 
or ivh.n b comaMonly called Genius^ appears to 
be yet in its infiiicy among the people of the 
Eiifli: hot ihc Hittifu lyflcm of nftijici has, 1 be¬ 
lieve, Ijecit fonned on truer principles than our 
own ; and all tbelkill of the native comptilers 
is direfled to the great objeS of their ait. fba 
mtaral exjir^i^a to wbicli 

inilctd, IS often liicrtficed ; thcrugh tome 
of their tunes arc pleafitigcvcn to an EvtrfiraM 
car. Nvarlv the f^me may be truly afietted ot 
the ur PerJfiiR fyflcm ; anil, byacor- 

fc^} cxpl uiatioa oi the fell lio<*ks on that J*«l> 
jtdl, much of the old Grecian theory may pm- 
luV.lv fe recovered:. 

The poi/kitf wui ks of the Arah and Ter- 
which Jifter furprifingly in their l^ylc 
and form, arc here pretty gctiefally known ; 
jmJ tluiugli taHcfi, concerning which there can 
fe no diiputing, arc divided 'O regard to their 
mn'it, yet we may la-cly lay of them, what 
Abclfa 2 L, pron<junces of the 
that, ** although they afeutul with extravagant 
** images and dcfcnptioni, they arc hi the 
** higheft degree cuter tail lurg and inllruc- 
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tf tWe,’* Poets of the gfcitcfl geinuSj Pind ar^ 
Dante* Pejuabca^ Shaae- 
speaee, Sfkkser, iwvc moft aboontied m 
itDages not far from the hrioft of abfurdtry; 
but If their luxuriant fmcles, or lliofc of 
ABUI.OLA. FiBDAusf, Ni« a'me, wcrc proncd 
aivay at the haZi.T^tl of their ftrcogih and ma* 
jcflvi we fhouH lofi; nrany pldiures by ihc 
antputatloii. If we mxy torm juH optninn of 
the Stmfcrh poetry from the Ipecimtus tilrrady 
exhibited, (though we can only judge perfeaiy 
by cotifulcing the ortgitvab;, vfc cannot but 
third, for the whole work of Vt .'sa , whli 
^\'likh a inerfilwr of our Society, whofe prt- 
Jciicc deters me fn m faying mi^rt of him, will 

in ilu^ tIitic gj^tifv the public* Tli«? pocEry of 
MifflfunK which is tTic Pama^irtt laud of ilie 
1m a f!)ftcr and S<^f^ elcva-tcd drain ; 
but, fjnee die Inhabitaiiis ol the near 

jfsra, and principally of the arc iaid 

xofmpafs all other IndhtHs in ciotiuencc, and «J 
have comptjfeJ many agr-ealde tales and love- 
fongs. \vhjch arc Hill extanr, the or 

JJicm of Pr^ga, in whidt they arc 

written, (hould not be ne#ard. No %«- 

mciuof genuine can be expose trmn 

iiuTions, among whom the form of government 

precludes even die idea of p^/iuhr , 

^ hut 
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buttheart of writing, in degam and moduIaicJ 
periotls, has been cuttivjicd m ^fia from the 
carllcft ages x the as woll sa (hfJ 

are wrUtett in meafured prole ? anti the compo- 
firioiis <rf ISOCRATKS atc not vnarc highly p> 
liflicd than thofe of the belt Araiiiwi and Ptrjltm 
authors. 

Of the Hm^u ajid Mufilman archircauro 
there arc yet maity noble remains in Bahar^ 
and liimc in the tTcinlty of nor am I 

unvviiliiig ID believe, that even tliofc ruins, of 
which yon will, I truO, be preleiiicd with 
correal delineations, may ftirnilh our owni ar-* 
ehitc^ls with nctv ideas of beauty and fiib-i 
Jiinity. 

Permit me iiow to add a few words on tlic 
Scitnas, properly lb named : in which it muft 
he admitted, that the if" pomprcd 

w'iih our VA'cftcm nations, are nacre children. 
One of the moft fagadbus men in this age, 
who continues, 1 hope, to improve and adorn 
it, S Jt-IISSDN, remarkeil in my hear¬ 

ing, that “ if Newtos had flourhhed in 
“ ancient Crwr, he would have been wer- 

fhipped ss a divitnry how Etaloufly then 
vvould he lie adf'rctl in if hts iii“ 

comparable writings could l>c read and comprC” 
heiidcd by the P^dUi of Bettaral 

\ have feen 3 tnatheniaticd book in Sanf<rit<^ 
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ilie bjghcft :mtiqmiy i but Toon perceived from 
rhe diagrams, that it contained only limple ck* 
ments: tbero may, indeed, have been, m ilie 
ftvourabic atmofphcrc of fome ddigciit 

obferversof rhe celcftM Kidies. 
femtions as are recorded, ftould Jndifputiibljr 
be madenublick; but let ua nt^t expert auy new 
tnMs, «' *be nnalyfU of new front 

ihc geometricians of or hdfa. 

Goufd the works of AKcn jMRDes, the h*w* 
T«^ of Sldiy, he redofcd to their gciume 

pnrliy by the help of yirM vcrlionit, wa 
might then have renfon to tniimpti on the 
fiicecfff of our C’inidtical inquiries; or couW 
thcfucccflivc improvemcius ai d vanous rules 
of /ikf^ra be traced thnmgh Abakan channels, 
to which Car DAS boafted that he had accefs, 
the motlcm Sliaory af Ar^//ifmat$cks would to 

ccive coiifiJcrahlc illuftraiion. 

Tub Jorifprudciicc of the and Afti- 

M/iuim will produce more immediate advan¬ 
tages and if Ibme ftandard l.nff ^ero 

w^imtdy tnmfl«ta frnm the Sm/ent and 
yirtfWfd, «-e "light hops in time to ft, lo 
pleteaDiaeftufWnMl-''"'^ •'''P?'" 

Long thi .»ii«t might bo 
oot which ft m >ru«h o d,fgr.«. 

though fatirically callctl a gAiy. to the lo- 
reiificlt Icicncc. 
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Ai.(. tlicfcobjefts nf iit{]uiry muft npjicar (o 
you, Gcjitlvmciit in To Uroiiga lighi, tliatbirfl 
inritmtioiis of tlicm wtij he fuiiideiit; iinr U 
it ncceflary to make ufe of mulaii&» as an iti- 
fxntivc 10 an ardctit purfult of thent: yet i 
catiitot forbear cxprcfl\cg a « tliar the ac¬ 
tivity of the Fmsch in the fame purfult^ may 
not be fiperior to ours, and that the refcarches 
of M, So'^KHKAT* ivhfim the court of Fer~ 
j'aUhi employed for feven years in thefo cli¬ 
mates, merely lo coUcci fuch matcriaU as wft 
arc let king, may kindle, indcad of abating, 
our own curlolity and zeal. If you aJTcnt, ai 
I flatcrr myfeif you do, to thefc opinions, you 
\yii] allb cinicur in prnmnting the object of 
them : and. a jiciv ideas having preiciited them- 
fdves ti> my mind, I prefnme to lay tliem be- 
f-ire you, with an cniirc llibinUnnii to your 
judgment. 

No con t'ibut ions, excepr thole of the literary 
Lind, will be reqiiifite (i>r the fupport of tha 
Society; but if each of m were occjfionafly 
to contribute a rucdiicl deJeription of jiirh ma- 
isiil'ciipts as he hitd jicrujcd or inipeded, with 
iheir dates and tlic names of thdf owners, and 
to propofe fir fblution (uch as had oc- 

ciiiTul to him concerning An, Heit nee, 

<:i)d Hiftnry, natural or civil, wx: fhould poUeA 
without labour, and almoA by impcrcopublo 

degrees. 
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decrees, a fiiller ratiibguc of Oriental books 
than has liiiherto been exliibiwd^ and emr cor- 
nrrpondcnts would be apprifed of thofe {KMiits, 
to which we chiefly tUrea our iijvcltigarions. 
Much may, I am cmifidcnt, be expected from 
the CommuiHCations of kartte^ rt^fiwsi whethor 
lawyers, phyjiciaps, or private fcholars, who 
would eagerly, on the firft invitation, fend 
their iUeiafti-nt and WjMi on a vanoiy of 
iubjeas; Ihmc for the fike of advancing ge¬ 
neral knowledge, but ntofl of them from a 
dcflfi?* acithef uncommon mr unrcaioiuiblc* 
of atLra£ling fiotkcp sihI recommending them- 
fdves to favour. With a view to avail our- 
fclves of this difpofitiotu and to bring their 
latent fcieiice under onr iiifpc^ion, it might 
be advifcablc to print and circulate a thort luc- 

moriahin Ptrjian and //W/,rerting forth, in a 

ft vie accommodated to iticir own habits and pre¬ 
judices, die defign ofouriiifliturion t not syoulJ 
it be impolfiblc hereafter to give a medal an¬ 
nually, with inrcrlptions, in Ferjtftn on one 
fide, and on riie reverl’c in 
prize of merit, to the writer of the beft eflay 
or diflcrtatiofi. To inflrua oihers is the pre- 
feribed duty of learned Brabrruintt andi d 
be men of fubftaiice, without reward s but 
they would all be flattered with an honorary 
awft of diftinaion s and the Mi^bsmedam have 


94 LlTEKATUltE OF ASIA* 

tujt only tke perroiiTion, but the pofirivc com* 
mand) of their iavv-giver, /<? fiarth fat karn~ 
ing remaitf pixrli f iht ghh. It 

were fupcrfliiou> to Juggeft. with how much 
corrcihjels hihI facUhy dtdr compofitiems 
might be tnwiilitcd for our o(e* liocc their 
Unpuages are now more generally and ^rfcttly 
wndcrliood ihau they haw ever been by any 
nation of Eurdpf* 
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O F all the works which h^vc been pubilfti«l 
It] our own agCtOr^ perhaps, iu any other, 
on the JHiflory of the Aficreot World, aiwl 
pspalatiifn thh hahUahU g/aAr, that of Mr. 
Jacob Bryant, whom 1 name with reverence 
and affcflioii, has the bell claim to the prailcaf 
deep erudition lugenioully applied, and new 
theories happily iilitflratcd by an allcinhiagc of 
ntimbcrlefs converging rays from a moll citcn- 
fivc cjfconarcrcfictt! it lalb, nevcrthclcfs, as 
every human ivork mull fall, Ihort of per- 
fcflion; and the leaf! fafi^iiUilory part of it 
feems to be that which relates lo the den- 
vation of words from Ajtafhi languages* Ety¬ 
mology has, no doubt, 1brne uJc in hIBorical 
Etfcarchcs ; but U is a medium oi proof lb very 

fallacious. 
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falbdous. thst, where it elucubtrtonc bd, 
it ottfeUrcs a thguiatiJ, and more flequcjitljr 
borders on the ridjculous than leads to any 
fohd concUdioH x it rartly carries with it any 
intertiiii power of tofvvi'^^ton from a refcitihlance 
of founds or fimilarity of letters; yet oftcji^ 
w'herc it is wholly uhanillcd by thofe advan¬ 
tages, it may be indil'putaUly proved by rittr 'mjie^ 
evidence. We know d p^Jltriorir that l>oth 
fi% and hij9j by the nature of two Icvcrat 
dialcf^s, are derived frorti ^Uui f Ujai UN€f£ 
comes from ni'utt and J^fvnger from extra ; 
that pur is deducibic, through the JtaUan^ 
from dkt\ and roffi^nd from infemta, or die 
Jtttger m gfavesx that feiuro, iatreuli^ and 
fqtiirreU am componntied of two Ureek words 
<^e^c^ptlve of the animal; which etymologies, 
though they could not have been demon feared 
dfriarit might (erve to confirm. If any fuch 
confiroiatimt W'crc tjcccflliry, the proofs of a 
connc^lioit between the members of one great 
Empire j but, when we derive our banger^ or 
jkarti^ndent (ktsi>rtl from the Perjim^ bccaule 
ignorant travellers ill us mis-fpcll die word 
khanjar^ which m truth means a dilTerent svea- 
pon, or Jmtilti-tV'fSit from the Greek^ becaufe 
we fuppoie that fandaU vv'cre fbmettmes made 
of it, we gain nogrtiuiid In proving the aJhnity 
ofuatiuns, and only weaken arguments, which 

might 
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might otherw he lx* finnlv* fupporteJ, Thai 
Ctr'a thcii» or. as It cerraliity is written in one 
ancient dialefly Ci/'r, and in others, prwliably, 
Ca^s, cuiersiuio the coinpofition of many pro- 
j>cr names, we may very reafbnebly believe; 
and that takes its name ironi the 

jfnihki word for au ijarnit cannot Ite doobted: 
but wlicn w'c arc mid from BHtop.% that 
pLces and provinces in /W/rf t^'ci'c clearly dc- 
iiomiiiatcd irom thofe words, we cannot but 
ohien'e, in the iirfi inftance, that the town, 
in which we now are allcmblcJ, is properly 
u'l'itren and pronounced > that both 

Gr/ii and Ctlt uiKjndhonahly mean p/zicti of 
or, hi general, any inchfuresi and 
tliat Gujm'ik is at Icajl as remote from ^c^rah 
ill ioinid as it is iu {ituation. 

AisOTintR otccptioii (and a third could 
hardly be difeovered by my candid criiicifm) to 
xhtj^nal^fs p/yhicufit is, that the 

tnel/noJ of rcalbning ant) arnmgemem of m- 
picks adopted in that learned work arc not quite 
agreeable to lUe title, but almoft wholly £yn~ 
thetUali and, pnikp may be the 

better raixic in pure feitneti where the prin¬ 
ciples are utidciitable, yet it i'cems icis^calcu¬ 
lated to give complete faiisfaction in bijitfrtctu 
dilquifiiioiis, where cvefy poftularum will per- 
Jiaps be refufedt and ev*ery dclinitioii contro¬ 
ls verted.: 


vertctl; this may fccm a (light ohjcilion. bur 
the fui^e£l: Js in it (elf Ib ititcrclliug, and the 
full conviclii)!] of all rcalbnahle nicii fo dc- 
firahlCj that it niay Dot be loll bbour to difeufs 
the iamc or a (imibr tfieory in a nicthod [Jurely 
analytical; and, after bcgliuiiiig with facls ot 
general notoriety or undilpurcd evidence, to iii- 
vejligatc fuch truths as arc nr firft unknown or 
very ImperreSly dilccrned. 

^nt jfve princtpal nations, who have in dif- 
ferent ages divided among themicives, as a kiiul 
of inheritance, the vafl continent of with 
the many iflands depending on it, are thc^/- 
the Chhefr^ the the-rfr/rjj, and 

the Perfiaat: w/w they ftverally were, whtt:ci 
and when they tame, w/rre they now arc 
fere led, and wh^t athantn^e a more perfeft 
knowledge of them all may bring to nur E«- 
rt.pran t^orld, will be Ihewit, F truft, in fve 
diftin£l eflays; the bfl of which wUJ demon- 
ftratc the comicxion or diverfity bctwccji them, 
and folvc the great problem, whether they had 
<i«y common origin, ind whether that origin 
was the fame which we generally aiciilw to 
thcm> 

J HKOI^■ wirh InAuty notbecaufcl find icafiin 
lo lidicvc it the true centre of population or of 
knowledge, hut, becaull- it is rhe country 
which we now inhabit, and from which tve 

may 
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b;iy bed (urvey rhe regions arouuU us; as, in 
jTopuJar language, we fpcak of die rlfttg fun, 
lUid of his prQgrefi through the al¬ 

though it had long ago bcoi imagined, and is 
now dcmonftratcd, that he is himfclf the centre 
of our pbnetury fjrlicm, I^t me here pre- 
tnife, that, in all ihclc inquiries concerning 
The hiflory of Irufia, 1 fhall confine my re- 
fearches doti/nwards to the Mohatamei/itn con- 
qiicflsat the beginning of the c/evrttth century, 
but extend them upward?, as high as pofliblc, 
to (he earlicd authentic records of the human 
fpccics. 

Inhia then, on its moft enlarged fcale, in 
which the ancients appear to have undcrflood 
it, cotTipriJes all area of near jrtriy degrees on 
each fide, including a fj^ce almofl as large 
as all Btirofs\ being divided on die iveft 
from Berfitt hv the moiintattis, li¬ 

mited on the by the Chinrfe pan of the 
farther peiiinfuln, confined on the north by the 
wilds of TartarY, and extending to the fourb 
as far as the ifies of This trapezium, 

therefore, comprehends the flupendous tiills of 
Potyhlnr Tihei, ihebeaudful valley of Cfijhftir, 
and all the domains of the old Ift^/cythiafts, 
the countries of WfpJ/and Bvihnf, CArmiip or 
together with Siitm, Ava, Raeart, and 
the bordering kingdoms, as far aa the Chlfta ol 
H 2 
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ihc or 5 j/i of the Geographers I 

not to mtntiori the whole wdlcni penitifuJa 
with the celebrated ill and uf •Siitia/tf, or LiIgh* 
liictnra, at iw fomhciII extremity. By Imik, 
in lKort» I mean that whole extent of country 
in which (fie primitive religion anti languages of 
tlit“ Himki prevail at this day with more or Icfi 
of their ancient purity, .md in which the Nd~ 
gart letters arc iHU ukd with more or lefs de¬ 
viation from their original form, 

Tns Htndus thcmfclvcs believe their own 
country, to which they give the vain epithets 
Mejhv&tut, GT Central, zx\^ Ptinydimmii or 
the Limit if Pirtuts^ to havclwcn the portion of 
Bharat, one of nme bfoihers, whofe father 
had the liomiaioo of the wliolo earth; and they 
reprei'ent the mountains of Hhmtlaya as lying 
to the north, and, to the weft, thole ot 
Vindsya^ called alio IHnAiati by the Greth * 
Iicyond which the Stndhu rims in ievcral 
branches to the fca, and meets it nearly op** 
polite to the point of iJttvlrW, the celebrated 
feat of their Shepherd God : in the fouth fujl 
they place the great rivet Hara\}txtyn \ by which 
they probably mean tliat ofyh tif called allb 
yUrdvati, in part of its courfc, and giving 
perhaps its ancient name to the gulf of Sabara. 
'rjus domain of Bbarjf they confidcr as the 
mitldlcof iht yofitlfUihvtpa, which x\\c*libciiani 
aUb call the Land of Ztimbu ; and die appclU- 

iio& 


t 
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tioii is extremely" remarkable j for yamhu is ihc 
Sunferit name of a ilcUcatc froit called y^man 
by the hhtftlmms% and by us rtifi^~appk ; but 
the largeil and riclidl fort is named Amytta^ 
or ImmnrtAx aJid ihc Mytliabgifts of Tthtt 
apply the lame ivord to a cclcAial tree bearing 
tiiubrafia}fruity aud adjoining toy5tfrvaft rock^. 
foim which as many facred rivers derive ihoir 
Jcvci'al ftreams. 

Thk inhabitams of this extenfive tract are 
deferibed by Mr, f.ORO with great csraclnefs* 
atul with a plfturefquc elegance pcciiUar to our 
:mcicTit language; A people," fay* he, “ pre- 
** lented ihemfclvcs ro mine eyes, clothed in 
** linen garments fomewhat low derccuding, 
'* of a gefture and garb* as I may fiy» maid* 

enly, and well nigh effemitiste, of a coun- 
** rctiaiicc fhy and I'omewbac cftraiiged, yet 
*♦ Imillng out a glo^ctlaiid balhrul fimtliariiy,'’ 
Mr. Or ME, the J JitToriaii of itid&Vr, who unites 


aii cxijuiliTe tafte tor every fine art with an ac* 
curate knowledge of Aplki marmors, «b- 
Icrves, ill his elegant prditninai'y Difitrtation, 
that this ** country lias been inhabited from 
** the rarSieft antiquity by a people, who have 
“ ao rcfenablancc, either in their figure or 
“ manners, w ith any ofihenatiotis contiguous 
«* to them and that, ** although conquerors 
** have cAabliflicd themlUves at dilftreaE times 
II 1 ** 
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** in diftcreiit prrs l/tif/at yet the onginflj 
•' ttihabitanto have bft very litilc of thetr ori- 
** gtnai chara£ter.‘’ The ancients, in fiict.give 
adcicriptmn of them, which laur early travel¬ 
lers confirmed, and our own (icrfotitl know¬ 
ledge of them nearly verities; as you will pet' 
ccive from a pallage in the Geographical Poem 
of Dionysius, which the Analyft of AncieiH 
Mythology has ttauflatd with great fpirir: 

** ToiJt'oftatflrcTycsjantrrwidetetcmi** 

« lain a, v^ok borJfflft tins wide ttJrtii houtulii 
“ Onihin tiiefuji, new rifms from the main, 

Smile* plwa'Jp on’i ihed* bleearlj he.ima. 

Th* rrJiahitMir^sfT fwatr, ind io their Iwkt 
*' Kctmytbe tinis nf the dart hyaelnili* 

« Various [hdrfund^icinft; fiimc the rsrft 
" AqJ I«in;hcininetJ{iT»3 the btent jiddi 
^ Some Uboirrjuihc woofieiih cuiujurgibl!, 

” And ntanufaclitreicntn ; (jtiicrethjiH: 

« And (Kitilb ivVj wiib tfie iiiccft raw I 
•* Muiy retire to ritert IHmI, ami piun^e 
To ikefc the beryl llamiiijj in iii bcdi 
“ Or glirt''ring diamortil. Oft thrlafjKrVfijUfU^ 

** Green, btit diapihatjoui; the too, 

♦r Of ray frrciiesrtil plifotinj t tafl tif alt,' 

“ l ine I lively smetb]^, iti wJuch vornbine 

M AU the mild ibadc) oT {iorfiln. J'he rich ibrt, 

'* WafU’d by a riicujJjiul rrom 3II lidn 

■* Pfnirt oti the lUliv'cs t/irrialdi «ith&uc contra!. 


Tnaia frorocs of wealth arc fliil abitodant, 
even after fo many revolutions and ccaiqucils 
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iti their manufactures of cotton they ftill fur- 
pafs all the world ; and their fearurcs have, moll 
probably, remained unaltered Unce the rime of 
DioN'vaius; iior can we realbriabfy doubt, 
how degenerate and abated Ibev'cr the Hifii/m 
mav n<Hv appear, that in fbme early age they 
were fplctidid in arts and arms, happy ht go> 
vernment, wile in kgiflation, and eminent in 
various knowledge: bnr, (ince their civil hilV 
tory Ijcyond the middle of the nttteteetith eeti- 
turv from the prefent time ia involved in a 
cloud of fables, we Icem 10 poflcls only jfttrr 
general meHia lY latisfying our ruriofity con¬ 
cerning it; namdy, firft, their and 

Ltmrs', Iccondly* their Phihjofhy and Rdi‘ 
thirdly, the actual re mains nf their old 
Sculptttfr atid ArebiteSurt \ and fourthly, the 
written mcmoruiU of their and 

I, It is much to be lamented, that neither 
rhe Crtth who attended ALEitAvnER into 
induct aor thole tvJio were loogcoiinefted with 
it under the Princes, have left ns any 

means of knowing with accurnevT wliai ver¬ 
nacular languages tliey found on their arrival in 
this Empire, The M^hammedani^ wc know, 
heard the poa|ile of proper H/V/Ytf Yon, or Mffj 
on a limited li^le, fpcakinga Bhhjha-, or living 
tongue, of a very lingular cotiftruflinu, the 
pumll dialed of which was curretit in the 
' PI ^ (lirtridls 
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diftrj^ts round anil diiclly on tbe pnctlcit 

ground of Afat’bitrA ; and tliis U commonly 
called the idiom of yrajn, h'ive %viir<ia in fiii* 
perhaps, of this language were derived from 
the Sttiifcriit in which hooka of tciigicia end 
feknee were compoied, and which appears to 
have been formed hy an cxquiUie grammatical 
arrtijfgirtnimtt as the name itfdf implies, from 
fbmc unpolifhed idiom; hut the Iwils of the 
ffintfajhiy panicohriy the inflexions and re¬ 
gimen of verbs, di/Ttrcd as avidcly fixun both 
tliofc tongues, as /it'ahirk differ* from Perjian, 
or Qtrman from Gritk. Now the general efi^ 
of ooiiqueft is to leave the current language of 
the conquered jreoplc unchanged, or very Tittle 
altered, in its ground-work, Init ro hlt tid with 
it 3 coofidenblc number of exotick i:amcs both 
thr things and for aiiiiuis; as it has happened 
in every country, that 1 can recoJlciFf, wlicro 
the conquerors have not preierved tlicir own 
nutguc uiimixod with that of rhe natives, like 
the / urh in Gre<ce^ and the Snxmi in Britain j 
and this analogy might induce vs to beUeve, 
that the pure H'mdi, whether of Tartarian or 
CiafJtran origm, was primeval in Upper 
into which theSaa/ent was introduced by con¬ 
querors ifom other kingdoms in fbmo very re- 
tnotc age; for ss-c catmot doubt that the lan¬ 
guage of the was uftd in the great extent 
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of couiitiy wliich has before been dellneatedt 
as long as the trli^a of Br/thaui ha; prevailed 
ill it. 

The language, whatever be its anti¬ 

quity, is of a wotnierful Urufturc ; more per¬ 
fect than t!ie Greek, more copious than the 
Lattrti ami more exquifitcly rcJ'uicd than either, 
yet bearing to both of them a ftmtigcr affinity, 
both in the roots of vefbs and in the forms uf 
gramniflr, than could poffibly have Iwn pro¬ 
duced by accident; io flrong inttccd, that «o 
pbilologcr couJtl otatninc them all three, without 
believing them to havciprung from fome tom- 
mon iburcc, which, perhaps, no longer ex ills: 
there is a fimllar reafon, though not quite fti 
forcible, for fuppoltiig that both tlie Gothtck^wA 
the Cf/'/cyf, though blciidcd with a vety dif¬ 
ferent idiom, had the fame origin with the 
iianfcyit : and the oldPo3/7jrw might be added ta 
the fame family, if this were the place for 
difcuDlng any queftion concendng die atitt- 
quities of Perji^. 

The fbura^Ierst 'n which the languages of 
Itiiiia were originally written, are called Nagarif 
fromA’ir^flr, aCity, widi the word Diva k»mc- 
times prefi xcd, bccaiife they arc believed to have 
been taught by the Divinity himfclf, who pre- 
feribed thcartfficial order of them In a voice frofti 
heaven. Thefc letters, with no greater varia- 
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tlon hi iheirform by the change of flrajght Imcs 
tocurve?,orc;onverfyy,ihaii the Cujtck alphabet 
has received in its way are fill I adopted 

in more than twetity kmgdami atid ftates, from 
the borders of C&Jhgar and Kbaim^ to Ramies 
bridge^ and from the S'wdbu to the river of 
Slam \ nor can I help beiieviag, althovigh Uic 
poliihed and elegant ’Ohmagort may not be 
ib ancient as the montmienia] cfiaraflers in the 
caverns of *Jarafemdhst that the fc^uarc Chai- 
thick letters, in which mod Hehrew book:^ arc 
ctjpicd, were originally the (iiiiic, or derived 
from the lame jtroiotyiic, both witli the JttJutu 
and charafters : tliat the Phettidax^ 

from which the Greek and Patjum alplialxis 
were formed by various clintigts ^[idinvcriions, 
had a fimilar origin, there enn be little Joubti 
and tilt iii(cripch»ii» at Citn^yah., of width you 
now polTctii a mod accurate coj:))% Item to be 
compounded (if Avn^-vj^' and FAbhpici letter?, 
which bcitf a eiofe rchrion iq each other, both 
In tlje mode of writing from the h’fi hand, and 
in the fingubc manner of cosmcclitig the vowels 
with the COD Jon-silt Thtle renmks may fa* 
vour an oplmon entertained t>y many, that fill 
thc fymhobof fbuad, which at tiril, probably, 
u'cfr oiJy rude uurlhtcs of tire Uifferettr organs 
of fpecch, had a common origin : the Jynibols 
pf IJeas npw ufrd in Chimt and yapitn^ and 

f»riiici’ly 
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formerly. perliajK, m Egypi ^nd M<xko, 
quite of a difliiift nature % but it is very re¬ 
markable, that the order of /mtids in the Chi- 
itffi grammars eorrefpoivds nmriy with that 
obferved in Tthdr and hardly differs from that 
which the Bitidm coiilidcr as the invention of 

their Gods. ^ 

II. Of the IttSan Religion and Philofophy, 

T (hall here fay but little; becaufe a full accotint 
of each would require a feparatc volume: it 
will be fufficient m this Dlflettatiqn toalTumc, 
what might be proved beyond cunirovcrfy, that 
we now live among the ailorcrs of tljofo very 
dcidc^, who were worlhippcd under didercnt 
luuncs in old Grrr^'-raod M', among ^e 
profcflbrs of thole philofopUicaI tenets, which 
the /wNli and Attkk writers illufttaied with all 
tlie beauties of thdr melodious language- On 
one hand we fee the trideait of NErTUN'R. the 
eagle of JupjTEE, the f.tyrs ot 
the bow of CuPio. and the chiirmi ^ 

on another we hear thecymbalfiof RH£A. 

the fongsof the Mu/eu and thepaftoral tale^ of 
APOi.no Nomiw. In more retir^ Iccnes, m 
groves, and in femitiarics ot learning, 

Lceivc the Bnihmm and the 
M by dirputingin the forms of 

W, or difbourfmg on C 

on the imntottulity of d« fool. 
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her citianarlon from the eternal mind, her Jc* 
bafement, wanJcimgi, ami iinal tintoii wuli 
her Aiurcc. The ftx phllofopliical fchonts, 
rvimie principles are explained iiL the Derfana 
Sofirtty comprilc all the mcEaphyficks of the old 
the Stott^ the Lyceum ; nor is it pof- 
lihJc 10 read the Vid^uUt.^ or chemarij line com- 
pohtions in illuflrarion of ir, without believing, 
that Pv'mAGoitA.s and Plato derived their 
lublitiic [hcorio from the lame fountain with 
i!ic lagc-: of Indian The Scythian nnd J-lyper- 
hnan do£lrincs attd mythology may alfo be 
traced ill every pait of thcle eaftem rcgioiiH ; 
nor can we doubt, that Woo or <>nEN, whole 
religion, as tlie northern hiflorians admit, was 
inrnxluccd into Scaniitamim by a foreign race, 
was the lame with Buddita, whole rites were 
probably imported into FnJta nearly at the fame 
time, though received much later by the CbL 
tieft, who loftcn his iianie into F O*, 

Titts may lie a proper place to ulcertaln an 
jmporunt point in ttie Chronology of the 
Uinehm ; Ibr the priefls of BuDon a left in ^ihet 
and China the precife epoch of his appearance, 
real or imagined, in this empire i and thdr in* 
formation, which had been prefen-cd in writing, 
was compared by the Cbrrjitan MilHonaries and 
Icholars with our own era. Couplet, De 
GtrTONES, Giohgi, and Baillv, diiler ^ little 
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in rhcir iiccoiinr? of this rpoch, hut that of 
Coupli't fcems the moft corre£l; on lak'ntg. how- 
c\'cr, the medium of the four fcveiu! dates, we 
may fix the time of BtmDtiA, or the ninth 
incamacion of Vtsavu, in [he year me thm^ 
fjfiii md JhurtceH hcfiite the hirth of Chiist, 
or tw7 thmftind Jevm l^mktd and nmetf ~mnt 
years ;igo- Now ilic Cdfumriamt who Ixjait 
of his dcfcetit iu their kingdom, afiert tiuit he 
appeared on cnrtti about rtrs ocitturies lifter 
CmsHSA, the ladiuH Aroi.f.o, who took tii 
decided a p-irt in the war of the MahMarai t 
and, if an ErvmologifV to fuppofe that 
the Athcnhml hud embeUi^htd their poetical 
hilWy of Panoios’s cxpuHion and tlw redora- 
tion of jEokvs tviiii the Afmick talc uf the 
PaVdits and Yc'DiirsiiTH'fB, neiihcf of which 
words they could hare articulalcdi I Ihoutil 
not hafiily deride his cotjjciJlure; certairt it i>i 
that Pdndmimdei is called liy the Gneh the 
country of Pawdiok. W’c have therefore de- 
rermlned another intettning epoch, by fixing 
the age of Cribiiwa near the thne thoufmdth 
ycaf from the prefciit time; and as the three 
fir(t Avaihi'Sf or defeents of V^rsirKU, relate no 

Icfs clearly TO Univcrfil Deluge, in which 
eight pcribiis only %vere fuved, than the 
and //th do to the puni^ment of iffipien and the 
hnmifMn of the JSreW, w'c may for the pre- 
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fcuT afTumc, ihnt rl’fft fetfitui^ or jtlvtt., age of 
the hiltidm was fi^htcqociit to the difpcriiori 
from Bdbfi; lb that wc Iiavc ojdr a daik in¬ 
terval of alwut a thtifnnd years, which were 
employed in the fcttlemcut of nations, the 
foundaiian of Hates or empires, and the culti¬ 
vation of civil icciety- The great incarmte 
Goiis iof this intertnediatc age arc both named 
Ra'ma, but with ditTcfcnt epithets; one of 
w'lioni bean a wunilerful rcfcmblance to the 
hJifiii Bacchus, and his wars arc the fubjcifl: 
of feveral hernick poems. He is reprclcnied as 
a JelccnAiEii from Sukya, or the Su:^, as the 
huftiand of SiVa', and the Ion of a princefa 
named Cau'szlya^: it is very remarkable, that 
the Pfruvi/m, w Iiofe Incat boofted of the lame 
defeent, ilylcd their grciteft feitival 
whctLce we may fuppoft, that SatUb Armttca 
was peopled by the fame race, who imported 
into tlte furthdfl i^arts of the riteA and ja- 
bulous blAory of Ra'.ma. TUefe ritcii and rhis 
biOory are extremely curious; and ahliovigb I 
cajjtiot believe with Newton, that antient 
mythology was nothing but hiftorlcal trutli in 
a poetical drels, nor, with Bacon, tint it con- 
fidcd ftilcly of moral and metaphyileal allego¬ 
ries, nor, with BrVANT, ihaidl the hcatltcii 
divinities arc only dificreiit attributes and rc- 
prcfciitations of the Sun or of deceafed proge¬ 
nitors, but conceive iliat the whole fyHem of 

rthgi- 
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j'cligtous fiiblcs rofej like ibc AV.'i*t froTn fcvc* 
ral Jijliiwft Ibufcc-i, yet 1 cannoi but agree, that 
one great spring <iid ibuntaiii of all idolatry in 
the four quarters of the globe* was the vene¬ 
ration paid bv tneti to the vaft body of fire 
which lotiics from his foie dominion like the 
“ God of this ^S'orld f and anathcr, the im- 
mcHleratc rcrpeil fliewii to the memory pf pow¬ 
erful or virtuous aiioellors, cfpcciaUy the foun¬ 
ders of kingdoms* Icgifiarors* and vrarriors, of 
whom the or the iV/wn were wildly 
pofed to be the parciita- 

111. This remains of ^irchift^urf and Jbaifi- 
tttre >r» Iniita, which 1 mention here as mere 
monuments of tintiquity, not as Ipccimcns of 
atifkrt art, feem to prove an esirly contiefliori 
i>ctwecn this country and jffrieai the pyi^* 
raids of B.gypt, fhiues deferibed by 

Pausanias and others* the fphinx, and tlic 
Hermes Caniu which laft bears a g^c mfem- 
blance to the or the Incanianoti 

of VisiiNV in the form oi a indicate the 

flyle and mythology of the (amc indefatigable 
workmen who formed the vail excavatloiis o 
Cmhrah, the various temples and imagea of 
Buddha* and the idoU which are continually 
dug up at G’iiyo* or in its vicmliy. The let¬ 
ters on many of thofc monuments appear* as I 

have before intimated, partly of Indian^ and 

jNirtiy 
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prtly of Ahyjfitt'an or Etbtopkk^ origin; aiiJ 
all tliefc iiitlublubJc fadts niny tJidiice no ill- 
grounded opuiuM^t that Ethkpia and HindttMn 
were peopled or coloniTed hy the fume estni- 
ordtnary rate; ui confircnaiioii of ivliieh ic 
may he added, that the tn omit ail] eer^ f^f Bi'uga/ 
and Biibarcan hardly be diHirigulllicd in Ionic 
of rheir ^tufci;, prriirularly their Jtps and 
Jiofes, from the modcru AhyJfmmnSt whom the 
Arats call the childfcu of Cu sh ; nml ihc mi* 
rient ftindfiif according to Straho, difiereJ in 
itothingfrom the A/rknns\x\yx. in the rtiuightiicfa 
and Gnerothnefs of their liair, ithiic that of the 
others was crifp or wtiolly; a dlSereiico proceed- 
ifigchieRy, if nor entirely, from the rtfpeAive 
humidity or drynels of their atmofph-res: 
Jicncc the people who rert'h^d ibt jirji light cj 
ilx eijhig fun, according to the limited know¬ 
ledge of the auticati, are laid by Apui.eius to 
be the Arii and Ethiop/aus, by whicli he clearly 
mcaiii certain tintions of Indtu ; wlicre we frr- 
tinetitly lee figures of Budoita with curhJ hair^ 
apparently defigned for a reprelcntatiori of it in 
its natfiral Bare. 

IV. Jt is unVoftunate, that the St/pi Sujit4iy 
or Calklliun of Trtatifes oa A'ts and MunufaC’^ 
fumy which mulV have contained n crea- 
lure of uleful in format ion on dvftngf paint iagy 
and ttKta/lufgrt has been lb long ncglccled, 

that 
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that few, if ariv, traces of ii are to he foumJ j 
blit the labours of the hiitait loom and uccdic 
have been uiiiv-crraliy celebrated i limn 

IS tiot improbably luppolcd to have been called 
Skikn^ from the Tiamc of the river near which 
it was wrought iti the htgheft perfeOioti: the 
people of Cukhh wero alfo l^ncd for this ma- 
Trofa^urc, and the yet more, as we 

Icara from leveril paflages in feriphire. and par* 
ticuiarly from a beautiful chapter in Ezekiel* 
containing the moft authentic ddiueaiion of 
anrtent commerce* of which had been the 
principal mart. Silk was fnbricatnl immemo¬ 
rial ly by the Udiauu though commonly af- 
cribed to the peCpte of Or Terwri/, among 
whom probably the wordirr* which the X^rtski 
ippUed to thc^/t-^vjm, fignificd^tf/if; a fenfe 
wrhicli it tloW beari in Tliat tht Hifulut 

tvcrc in early agt$a people, we ha^e 

maii^ rciibna to believe; and in the firft of 
theif facred law'-lraas* which they foppofe to 
hav't been revealed by Menu many tnif/mi of 
vears ago, we find a curious paflflge on the 
legal kferiji of mority* and the limited rate of 
it in difTcrent cafes, with an cKccpuon in re¬ 
gard to at feai an cxoepiion whiub 

ihc &iifc of minklnd appn3vcs.j aod which com - 
voerce abfolutely retjuires* though it was not 
before the reign of Charles I. that our o^m 

] jurff- 
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lUafpfHtlciitfe folly aiiniftcd k in reipcil of 
mar I rime contra^s - 

\Ve ate told by tlic Griciatt writers, that the 
Itidmts were the wifcfl: of natiinisi and in 
morn! wilifom they were certainly eminent i 
their A*;// or of lltlfkks^ is yet 

pmfcrvctJ, and the Fables of VisnstjsKRMJtv, 
whom wc ildicLiIoufly call Ptlpay^^ are the moft 
bcauiifal, if not the moll andciiU collcinbji of 
apologues in the world: tltcy were firft trau- 
nated from the Sanfent in the fxth ceritnty, by 
the order of Bukerchomiub, or m ths 

Surly the chief phyfidan, and afterwards Fe%k of 
the great AK^^'sHInEv A'^^ and arc extant under 
various names in more than t»*aity hngtjagcs; 
blit tiieir origiml title Is H'w.pad'fiH^ or jiinka~ 
fjV InjintSkn t snd as rhe very exiftence of 
Esof, whom the Jlr&hi believe to have been 
BR AhyJftHUin^ appears raihor doubtful, I am 
not diiinciincd to luppol'c, that the full awrsl 
fiibht which appeared in were of 

ludmit or F.thkp'tan origin. 

The Hindui arc faki to luvc boafled of thret 
inventions, all of which, indeed^ are admirable, 
the method of inilrtiifting by upologua, the 
dteirn^ Jidt adopted now by aU civilized na¬ 
tions, and the game of Chefi^ on whkh they 
have fome curious tieatifes; hut if their nu¬ 
merous works on Grammar, Logiefc, Kheto- 

rick, 
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liclc, Mufiekt sll prhich are estapr and accef- 
liWc, wtre cxpl-linw^ m ibmc ian gunge geiie- 
rallv knowo^ it would be found iltat ihev had 
vet higher pretcnliiitts lo the pra'fc of a fertile 
and inventive gcniiw. Ttieif lighter poems are 
lively and elegant; their Epick, magnificent 
and fnblimc in the higheft degree i their Pa- 
y^tios comprifi: a feries of myiltologicaf Hifto- 
ries in blank vcrle fmm the Oreyiktt to ihefup- 
pofed irtcarnatiou of Bi/ddha ; and their f^rdas^ 
aa far as we cati judge from that oompcndjiitn 
<tf them which called ahoutid 

with noble fpccDlatibtis in metaphyrteks. and 
htie difrouifcs ou the being and attribotea of 
Cf<io. 'rheir niort andem medical twok* cn- 
lidfd is believed to he the work of 

Siva ; tor each of the divinities In that Triad 
has ai lenli one /acred compodtion aferibed to 
him ; but, .13 Eo mere human works on Hi/hty 
and Gc'fgrafiiv, though they arc fAid to he<K' 
bill in Ca/bmirt it has not been yet in my 
power to [Wocutc ihcm. What their jj^neiw- 
rakai and mathemiUical writings contaiu, wjU 
not, I trull, remain loi>g a (ecretr they arc 
blily procured^ and their importance caniiot 
be doubted. The philolophcr wbofe works 
arc raid to, include n CvH^pa of the univerfe 
foonded nn the principle of rtttrailkn and the 
Central pcdkioiv of the fiiii. Is named \ avam 

J 2 Acha'* 
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AcHa^rva, bccaufc lie- Iiad travcllisd, we arc 
told, into /anw; tf thh be true, he might have 
been one of thofe who converfed with Pvtha- 
CORAS t this at icall is lindetiTaUe, that n book 
on agronomy in Sanferit bears the title of 
Jatka, wluch may fignify the Imici' 
SeSi nor is it improUblc, that the names of 
the planets and ftars, which tlic Arohi 

borrowed from the Greth.!^ hut which we find 
in the oldcft Indian records* were originally 
deviled by the lame ingenious and enterprilitig 
tact, trom wliom both Crttce and ladU were 
peopled; the race* who* as DiONYSius de¬ 
fer ibes them* 

-- Arft d!2tvnl the 

* Aii 4^ %raAcd mci chimlixd? to uiikiiowii, 

* I'hulc, whe digelieii fiiit ihe tWry choir, 

*■ Thdr motion;^ mark^dj .uid €slVi ditoi by their irniu^* 

Or thefe curfory ohfcrvatioiis on the 
which it tvould require volumes to expand and 
iltullrate* this Is the refult; that they had an 
int memorial aHiiiity with the old Ihrjians^ 
Ethiopians % and E^ptiunSt the PheniciaHs^ 
Greiit^ and Tujeasts^ the Scythiam or Cett-Sy 
and Ct/iSy the Chinefi^ JiipitncJe and Perwians ; 
whence, as no reafen appears for bdirving 
that they were a colony from any one of thcfle 
nations, oe any of thole nation[» from them, wo 
may fairly conclude that they all prcceedcd 

from 
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from fbme ctntral country, to invcfti^te wb tcb 
be tiic objca of my future Difeourfos j 
and I have a fenguine hope* that your coUec- 
tiorw during the prefent year will bring to light 
many ufeful difcoverics; although the departure 
for Europe of a very iogeiilous member, who 
firft opened the liicftimablc mine of Saufeni li¬ 
terature, wiU often deprive us of accuttuc and 
Md mformation cootwroing the languages and 

jKUit^uiuea of 
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ON THE 

ARABS. 


BEtSG THEFOUETU A>'NIVES3Aay mscovifi* 
DELIVEEIPTO TUB SOCIETV FEB. ISttjBy-. 


(?K>r”ri>BMEN. 

I MAD the honour year of opening to you 
131 y iJitetlttOlii to ilifcourre at our RunuBl 
meciings on the jfnr principal naiioris whu 
have peopW the coutinenL and ilUnds of : 
ib as to tmeOt by an hlftortcal and phllotoglcal 
analyltt* the number of sncieni Aetna from 
which thofc five branches have fevcrelly 
Jpning, and the cenTr.ii region from which 
they appear to have proceeded : you may, 
therefore, expefV, that, havingfubmirtedtoyour 
confideration a few gciicriJ remarks oh ilie old 
inhalHttnts ofiftiiia," \ (hould iiow o 0 er roy feti- 
timeuts on fbme other nation, ivho, from a 
fimiUriiy of uHglm artx and 

fterSf may be fuppofed to have had an early 

conneftiofl 
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coiiiicfl’ioii Hin(hii.\ huti^ finw we 

iuid focnc A/iaUdi tuiious totally (MlUimlar lo 
them ill all or mull of thofe i«rucuJars, and 
JiDCc the difference will fffili^e you ro*re Jorcmly 
by ill immediate and cliile com|iariloii, 1 
nl pmfent to give a fliort account of a woudcrfiil 
ucopkt who Teem in every rclpeft li> ftrotigly 
contraffed to the original natives of tins coun- 
xry, that they mull Have been for age* a 

tUaiuft and lepanitc race. 

For the purpofe of rhefe DifuQurfcs, I coii- 
fiderwl InJia on its largeft fcale, defcribmg it 
ns lying between Pc/^ri and Tartary 

and Java i and for the fame purpofe, 1 n^»w 
apply tlic name of as the Arab^ 

cSoLphers often .pply it, to that ex ten five 
pcainrula, wbicli the Ked Sea divides from 
Vr/Vu* the great JJyrtait nver ftom 
of which the Erytlrrart Sea walhes bate, 
without CNcIiiJing any part of its weftent i c, 
which would be completely mantimc, i^ no 
ifthmus intervened between the Mfdrtf^tmr^ 
and the Sea of Kikm : that eouur^, 

I call jSrabm, in which the 

fguage and IcticrSt or Itich as . v< « ^ ^ 

affinV to 'hem. hare been immctnonaUy 

Arabia, rhns divided ^ 

nccan, or« l«ft by a hroid bay. h«^ 

have been connc'flcil in anr degt® ^ 

j ^ country * 
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countrYt until navigation and commerce 
been confidcrably improved i yet, as the HinHm 
and the peopfe of were both commercial 

nations in a very early age, they were probably 
the dxfl jnftrurneiits of conveying to the weftern 
world the gold, ivory, and perfumes of iW/s, 
as tvell as the fragrant w'ocmI* called ailuwwa 
in ^r^/fiand agttru in Sunfcni, which grows 
in rhcgreatcfl perfeftion in jinjm or Ctschm- 
fifW* It is pofiihle too, that n part of the 
Arahisn idolatry might have been derived from 
the fame fource with that of ihc Hindiii\ but 
fuch an iiitercourfr miy be confidered as panhd 
and :^ctdcntnl only ; nor am I moTc convinced* 
^han I svas fifteen years ago, when 1 took the 
liberty to animadvvtt on a pallage in the Htf* 
tory of Prince CanUrntr, that the Turks have 
any juft rcafbtt for holding the cooft of if emrj* 
to li< a part of In4ia^ and calling its mhabitants 
Tdltrff ht£cm. 

TitE Iwve never been entirely fob- 

due^l \ nor has any iroprcfTioii been made on 
them, except on their borders; where, mdeed, 
the PieakiMif Perftam^ 
and, in tnodeni times, the Olbimn Zar/ar/, 
have fevcrally aetjuired (ettlctnctits; but, with 
theft exceptions, the natives of and 

Ymtu have preferved for ages the ible domiiiioa 
of their deferts arid poihires, their mnuntai;\$ 

atid 


ON the ARABS. 


Il'l 


piid fertile valUes; thus» apart trotn Uie reft of 

rnankina,lhi8cxtraordinarypet)pkhavorctairi«i 

their prlmitiifo maniicra and language, feaiufcs 

and chiraaer, sis long and as remarksblj as the 

Hhufw ihemfdvcs. All the genumc^r^^^r of 
rk, uuhom I knew in Ewre/^, thofe 
whom I faw in the ilUnd of whJiher 

nianv had come from for the purpotc of 

trade, and thofe of whom I have met m 

fgrm a ftrikUig contrafl to the HimiM 
inhabitants of rhefe provinces t tljcir cjres arp 
full of vivacity* thdr fpeech voluble 
liculaw, iheir deportment manly and dignified, 
their appiehenfion (joick, their minds dways 
piefent and atlentivei with a <pmt of nide- 

pendence appearing in the cwintaianccs e^cti 

of the lowcft among ihcrti. Men will always 
diffbr in their ideas of ctvilla^iion. each mca- 
fy ting it by the habits and prejudice* of his own 

country t but if courtefy 
of poetry and eloquence, and the pr^J _ 
exalted virtues, be a jufler meafure of perfea 
focictv, we have certain proot. that the ^“op e 
of Arshla, both on plain* and m cinc-i. in tc- 
puhlicaii and monarchical ftates. were eminent y 
civili7^ for many age* before their conqueft of 

deplorable, that the ancient hiftorv of 
this majcflick race ftiould be as little k.iownm 
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detail be/ono the time ci Dlw JHca, as that of 
the UwJuf befurc 1^* aJchowgh 

the vail hiJlcirical work of and the 

Or G&i<ittt of jfhua- 

fmds. contain chapters on the kings, of 

and with Liils of .them aud 

fkctciicsof thelf fevcfalrelgiia,3[id alihoogh ge- 
ncalogicaJ Diblcsi from which chronology might 
be better afeerutned, arc jrretixed to many 
^mpo fir Sons of the old yfrshttUi Poets, yet mo ft 
niaitufbripts are fo incowaft, and fo many coo* 
tradii-lifins are fooitd in the beil of them, that 
we can Icarcc lean upon tradition with fecurttj*. 
and muft Ucivo recourfe to the fame oralia lor 
tnreftigatiivg the hiftoiy of the jirahs, that i 
before adopted hi regurd to that of the ; 

namely, their /ef/tf St and 

their ancient iJt&nuun-ati^ and the ccfi.iin tc- 
wiiiJ of their (irw; on wch of which heads I 
/lull touch vcTT concifely, having pwmiial, 
that my otilcryariou^ tyiil in gateid he coimned 
to the fUte of /ira^ta before tliiit tingular re** 
volwion at the begititung <4' rhe Jtxfnih 
t ihe efihiJb o;' w hich wc feel at tliis diy, 
from the Pyrentm mountain^ omJ the Ihrttuife, 
lo thc fatthed pans ot the /foSuia Kui^r^., atul 

even to the Ea/lcni ilUnds. 

L Poi the knowfcdgc wlijch atvy Pur 4 ^aif^ 
w ho pltalbs, may flirain of tlie Jau- 

prjiiCJpally indelrtcd m the untr 
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verUty of Leyiien » for, tliou^h fcvcnX 
have afJIduoufly lalwuccdin die iainc wIiJc 6cU, 
yet the fruit of rbelr labours ^ boeii rendered 
alinoil ufclcfs by more comraodious atid more 
accurate works priuted bi ami| though 

PococK certaiiily accotnpliihcd ruuebt aod 
wras abfo lo apcomplilb aiiy thing, yet the 
Aciulauicd caTc which he cjyOTcdt w»d Iwi 
thcoliigicid purivilts, induced him to leave un- 
linUlrcd the valuable work of Miudaid, whieji 
be had prejjated for pubhcaTi'-Fn: tmrt ovcji ix 
that rich mine of philotogjrhad fwn 

the light, would it have borne any comparjlun 
with the fifty differtatloo^ of Hdrk^h which the 
firftALStKT ScnvuTF.KS tnoiliiied 3od ex- 
plalucd, though he feut abroad Imt few ol 
them, and has left lus worthy grandlhit, from 
whom, perhaps, aSfo niay beexpefteJ, 

the honour of pubUfhlng the reft : but the 
palm of glory iu tins branch of literature n 
due to Gomcs, whofe works arc equally pm* 
found and elegant j ft perfpicuous in method, 
that they may alwnys be crtiifuUed without 
fatigue, and read without lajiguor. vet lo 
abundant in matter, that any man, who lhail 
bcein with hit noble rdititm of rhe Ciramnwr, 
ooropiled bv his mafter Ebprviur, and pro¬ 
ceed, with the help of lila Incomparable die* 
tioftarv, to ftudy his Hiftory nf m»^r, hr 
Jkm Arayfh^fK and foall roake himfclf c^* 
plctc maficr Of ihit fubliinc work, will 
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fland Uie learned Arainck betierthan thedeepeft 
fcholar at C^ttjtantinopft or at Me.'ax, The 
jtrabiek language, therefone, is almoft \A'hoJly 
in our potvcf; and as it is unqueftionably one 
of the moft atidcnt in the world, fo it yields 
to none ever fpoken hy mortals in the number 
of its words and the precifton of its phraies; 
but it is equally true and wonderful, that it 
bears not the lea A re^mblance, cither in words 
or the ftiuflorc of them, to the op 

great prcnt of the Indian dialcfts; of which 
diilimilarity } will mention two remarkable in-r 
Aances: the Sanfirit^ like the Crwi, F^rjim, 
tnd Gtrtnant delights tn compouiids, hut in a 
much higher degree, and indeed to luch cacefs* 
ihiit I could produce words of more than twenty 
fyllablcs, not fortned lodicioiifly, like thar by 
which the buA^n in AaiSTornANES describes 
a feaft, but with perfccl leriflurneff, on the 
snort folcmii occafions, and in the moft ele¬ 
gant works t while the yfrirAAnt, on the other 
band, and all its lirterdialed^s, aldior thceom^ 
pofitioii of word St sitid invariably esprefs very 
complex ideas by drcumiocuiion; ib that if a 
(tompoutid word be found in any genuine 
language of the jfruhim Pentniuh nimrdah 
Ihrinrtauce, which uccurs in the Hmiutfahy, 
it may ai once be pr^uiounced an exotick* 
Again ; it is the ^nins of the Adw^r/r, and 
Other languages of the fame rtock, tltat the 
loots of verbs be almort miivcrlaily^/yr/rr'a/, 1I> 

time 


0>r TIFE APiAAS, 


JI5 

t^at md ftvmty hunAttd fuch roots mi^c 
be formed by the compofition ofihe fifty Indim 
letters; but the Arabick roots arc «s oui- 
verlally frUitera/, fo that the cotnpofuioa of 
tlic Jrabian letters would 

near two ami ibpujafsti tktttmii of the 

language : and this will demon A rate the fur- 
prilitig extcjii of it; for ^though great num¬ 
bers of its roots are cotifeA^ly lolVj and fbmr« 
perhaps, were never in ufe, yet if we fuppole 
len thoufaiid of them (without rcckotoing 
^ttaJrUiterals) to c^Ut, and each of them to 
admit only Ji'Jt variations, one with another, 
ill forming even then aperfeft 

Jrahick diflionary ought to contain fifty tbm- 
words, ciich of which may receive a mul¬ 
titude of changes by the rules of gfainmar. 
The derivatives in Sanferit are coiifiJerAhly 
more iiumerous; but a farther comparifou be¬ 
tween the two Linguflges is licr« u*niu:cllaiy ; 
Alice, in whatever light we view Aietu, tl^v 
fcctn totally dlftiitcl, and muA liavc l«c« in- 
I’cntcd by two dilteretit races of men; not do I 
rccolle^l a lingle word in e. mi mon between ah cm, 
except•Sjerr^v theplnml otiiVr»i/, mesiiing boUi a 
iainjt and the fan, the Sanja-it name or ivhich 
tjt, in M^ngaii, pronounced Surja ; and even 
this rcfcmblaiice may he purely accldcnfal. 
We may eafily believe with me jHiff*/ar, that 

mt rwfl ItitiTi A himfcy'aitJ hsi betTveKty t^ndi^ 
fAtich kft tm mortait i%er camprehtaded tn hit 

mind 
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mt/td fucB tin ieean nf at therrfaered 

gtisT^ contains ; aiul with the jirahr^ that tjcr. 
mutt utiiulpircci was evet a complete tn^iflcr of 
rit fa£!, no perfbii^ T believe^ 1161'.* 
litffrtg in Enf'ift or can rcaii wirbour 

ftutJ/an huntlrttl Cintplets together hi any cnl- 
leftion of ancient j^rdhittR poems ; and are 
fold, ibat the great amhof of the KAtnh teamed 
by accident from the moorh of a child, in d 
village of /frairta^ rhe meaning of three words, 
avhich he had bog bught in vain frorn gram- 
niariant;, and from boohs, of the highell re* 
piitation. It is by apfirnsimation alonfei ihatd 
knowledge of theb two venerable languages 
CijTi be acquired; ^iid^ with modebte aitenrion, 
enough of fhrm both may be Jtnowti, to de¬ 
light and mllriftl ii» itt an infinite degree. I 
eoiicltidc this head with rcmarkhig, tltac riie 
nature af the F.thhptei dialcfl (eems to proye 
an early edabll/hmcnt of ihc Arah in part of 
Ethiofiia^ frotn which they were aficrward^ 
expelled, and attacked even in their ok'ij couii- 
try by tjjc who had been invited 

over as auxiliaries agahiH the tyrant of Jewfl, 
shoot a century before the Uirrh of Mubirmmcd, 
Op the charsflers in svhJch the old compo- 
fitions ot jirahia were written, we know birr 
little cKCcpt that the Awiiir originally aj3^-' 
pearedin thole of from which the m*odeni 

Arahittn letter*, witii all their elegant variations, 

were 
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were derived, and wtiidt unquefl ionably trad 3. 
cornmoii origin \vith the lich^tw or Cbaiiimek ; 
but as the letters, or ihofe which' 

we fee mentioned by the name of Almttfttad^ 
we are Hill in total diirknefs; the travelicr 
Ntfhubr hai'ing hccD unfortunately prevented 
from vifiting Tome ancient momjnwnta in 
Ttmett^ which arc laid to have trircriptioirs on 
them: if thofc Icrmrs bear a fttong refrm- 
blancc to the and if a Hory current ta 

fttJiit be true, rbfli fame Ilrndu merchants 
heard the Sanfirit iangnage fpoken in jiitabia 
the we might be coiifimied in our opi¬ 

nion, that an ititcrcmirfc formerly fiilifilbed be¬ 
tween the nvo iiaHons of oppofite coafrs, but 
Ihould have tio rcafon to believe, that tin?/ 
fprangfrom the fiirnc immediaie dock. The 
firft lylbble of as many EKr'fraHi 

write it, might perhaps induce an Etyittologift 
to derive the jfr»fhs of Tmm from rbc great an- 
ceftor of the Iitdhwfi but we mud obferve, 
that U the proper appelktiori of ihofe 

j^raht ; and many fcalims concur to piove, 
that tile word is purely Ar^:hkk : the limilarity 
Ibmc pnrper names on the Ixirdcra of htJui to 
thofc of as i!ic river a place 

called a people namml or jfrrf- 

and another called is indeed re- 

mat kabicj and may hercalitr furtiilh me with 
obforvaiioiis of Ibmc importance, but not .it all 
inconfifleut with my prefrnt ideas. 


jr. It 


H* It U generally averted, that the old re* 
liginit Df the Ara^i w^s Cdurety Sa^ida ; but I 
caji ofler la liede accurate mformadori concern^ 
ing the Sa^ittM or ovm ihe meaning of the 
word, that I dire not yet Ijieak on the TubjeA 
with confidence. Tins at [caflbeertainriUat disi 
people of 7 ~tmfn very fbon fcH into the com¬ 
mon, but fatal error of adoring the Son and 
the Firmament; for even the third in defeent 
from YcotTAN* who was conlcqucntly as old 
as Nakor, took the fumame of Abdusimms^ 
or Sfri'mf ^ the Sun i and his family, we are 
alTurcd, paid particubr honours to that Inml- 
xiaiy: other tribes worlhippcd the planets and 
fixed ibirs i hut the religion of il>e poets at lenlf 
l^ms to have been pure Theifm; and this wtf 
know with certainty, becaufe we hsirc jiraihtn 
vetlesof unfurpefted antirjui^, which contain 
pious and elevated Jcntlments on the gondnels 
and jufiice, the jxiwcr aird omniprefciicc, of 
Allah, orTtisCoD. If an tnlcripfion^ faid 
Co have been ibiind on marble Iti be 

autbentick, the ancient inhabitants of that 
country* preferved the religion of £bbr, and 
profcl^d a belief m mirarkt umidfutureJiaft* 
We are alfo told, that a ftrong rd'cmblance 
may be found between tlie rdigbits of tliC 
pagan Arah anti the Htmitts ; but tlioggh this 
may be true, yet an agreement in worlhipping 
the Jun and fiars will not prove an affinity be¬ 
tween 
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rw'ccri tlie nations: the poweri of God 
rcpr^fcntcil Jetsah dciues, tilt adoration of 
Jh^St and the tiamc of the Idol VVvdd, may 
lead us indeed to furpe^ii that Ibme of the 
Hhidft fupcrilltloiis had found their mto 
Jlmhid \ and though wc have no traces in 
^rdhiiin I’llflory ot' fuch a conqueror or Icgilla- 
tor as the great Sbsac, who is faiJ To have 
raifcil pillars in Yimen as well as at tlie mouth 
of the Gtingft^ yet (tnee we know, that 
Sa'cva Isa tide of Boddha, whom! fuppofeto 
be WoDEK, fmee Buhdha wjs not a native of 
India , and fuicc the age of Sesac pcrfrftly agrees 
with that of Sa'cya, wc may form a pUu- 
fiLtJe conjeilure that they were in the fame 
perfbii who [ravelled cadward from ci¬ 

ther as A warrior or as a iaw-gtver, about a thou- 
fand years before Ciikjst, and vvhofe rites wc 
now fee extended as far as die country uf 
or, as the Cifin/ft call it, Japurti, both words 
iigulfying the Sun* $A*CVA may be 

derived from a ivofd meaning or from 

another denoting Vffgfffai/t /ood ; fo that this 
epithet will not determine whether he was a 
hern or a plillolbpher; but the title Bobdha, 
or may induce us to believe that he was 
ratlier a benefaflor than a dcllroycr of his Ipc- 
des: if his rtligion, however, was reaUjr in- 
tfoduceJ into any piart of Arahta, it could not 
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have been genenl m dmt oouiirry; and we 
(afcl^ pronounce, that bclbre 
medan revolution, the noble and learned Argks 
were but that a Aupid idobtry pre¬ 

vailed among; the lower orders of the people. 

I Ft NO no trace among Them, till their emi¬ 
gration, of any phlblbphy but ^hkhs* and 
even ihcir l/ftcm of morals, generous and «]- 
larged as tt feems lu liave been In tTie muid^ of 
a few illufhious chieftains, was on the whole 
mifcrably depraved for a ceotory at fcaft before 
Mabammed: the diflmgutfhing virtues which 
they hoaded of inculcatujg and pmftillng, were 
a contempt of riches, and even of doth ; but. 
In the age of the Srvrn Pae/j, their Ifbcmllty 
had deviated into mad profuUon, their courage 
into ferocity, and their patience into an obfll* 
naic fpirit of encountering fraitlefs dangers: 
hut 1 forbear to expatiate on the manners of 
the Araht in that age, becaulc the poems en¬ 
titled AhtuAilai^ti which have appeared In our 
own language, exhibit an exadit pifturc of their 
virtues and their vices, their wifdom and their 
folly; and fhew what may be conftaiitly ex- 
pwSed from men of open hearts and boiling 
pafitons, w'ith no hvr to control, and little re¬ 
ligion to refh^in them. 

III. Fkw monuments of antiquity are pr<v 
forved in Arahia^ and of tltoft few the be ft ac¬ 
counts 
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counts are very uncertain; but we are afllired, 
iJjat hiicripiions on rocks anJ mountains are 
nill fccn iti v'arious parts of the Peninfuh j 
which, if they an* in any known language^ 
aotl if corroft copies of tliem can tie piociiFc^T, 
imy be dccypKerttJ by eaty and infalJibJc mlci. 

The iirft Albert Scuultbks has pre¬ 
fer ved in his An [lent Memorials of jfrfliia, the 
moR pigling of all his works, two little poems 
Jn an clcgiack n^raltl, svhich arc faid to hare 
becji fbunil, about the middle of the (cTcnth 
century, on fome fragments of ruined cdiAcfS 
in fiadrarnkt near A^tn^ ami arc iuppolcd to 
be of an indefinite, but very reraotc, age. It 
may naturally be alkcd. In svhat charaflcrs 
were they written ? Who dccyphcrcd them ? 
Why were not the original letters prclerved in 
ihe book where the vcrics are cited r W hai 
became of the marbles, which A&darre&aiafit 
then governor of moft proliably fent to 

the Khatifab at Bagdad? If they be genuine, 
they prove the people of Ttatm to have been 
** hcrdiineii and warriors, inbabiting a fertile 
** and wdl-Tfatered country full of game, and 
** near a fine fea abounding with fifli, under a 
** monarchical govemmciu, and drcfll-d in 
** green filk or veRs of needlework,” eiilicr of 
their own manufafturc, or imported from ln£a. 
The mcafure of thefe verfts is perfcilly regular, 
and the dialeft umfifbingoi/habSc, atlcaft by me, 
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from that of Kurai/b ; lib that If the j^rahiati 
tvrltera were much adJieled to literaty impof- 
lures, 1 fhould ftroiiglj fuJpc^l them to be 
modem CDtopoijtioiift on the iiiftabllity of hu¬ 
man grcauidSf and the eouil^utncea of irre- 
ligion, illuflratcd by the example of the Zfira- 
yarki princes; and the fame may be fulpe^ed 
of the fiHl poem quoted by SciiuLTJixSj which 
he atcrihes to ait ^nth ii; the age of SoLOMoy^ 

TttE fuppolcd houfes of die people called 
Tbtnttiid are alfo dtit 10 ba Icea in excavations 
of rocks; and^ in the time of TABRtzt^ the 
grammarian^ a callle was extant in 
w'blch bare (he name of Aladbat, an old 
bard and w-arrior, who hrilf tve arc told,, 
formed his army, thence called in 

parts, by which amingement he defeated 
the troops of Hmjar in an expedition againil 
Sattiii), 

Or pillars ereilcd by $esac» after his inva- 
fion of sve find no mention in Jtrahian 

hiftories; and, perhaps, the ftory has no more 
foundation than another told by the Creek* 
and adopted by Nkw'ton, that the Ar<thi wor- 
ftiipped UaAN'] A, and even Bacchus hy name, 
which, they fav, means great in Arahkk ; but 
where they &und ftich a word we cannot dif* 
cover: it is true, that Beccab figmfics 
and tumultmui crottdf and, in this fetife, is one 
name of the {acred city commonl v called Mec^ah, 

The 
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The Cuhab^ or ^ucttlrutt^ular edifice at 
I^Kcab, is indifputably th antieiir, Jliai irs ori- 
giiiiJ ufe, and the name of its builder, are bft 
hi a cloud of idle tradluoits. An Arab told me 
*T^vcI^. that it was railed bv Abbaham, whoi 
M I a^ured him, ivJia never there; others af- 
CTibc itf with more probability, to ISMAit., or 
one of tv is immediate ilefccndants \ hut whether 
it was built as a place of divine woHhjp, »5 b 
I brtrefs, as a fepukhre, or as a mtmtvment of 
the treaty betweeiv the t^ld pollcfTbrt of ^mbli 
and the fotii of Kedab^ aiititjuarle? may dif- 
pute, but no mortal can determine. It vs 
thought by ReJ.akiv to have been ibc mfiftm 
tf fime mtient Tairif^^K and «vercd m tbai 
(teemttit b/ bh fxiprUy \ but the room, In which 
wc now arc afl^bted, would contsUt the whole 
jifohiitfi edihcc; and if it tvere large cnoug t 
for live dwelliug-houle of a ratriarchal family, 
it would liem ill adapted to the paftural man¬ 
ners of the KfJitrjtft; a i’rr/w ituihor inhib, 
that the true name of Mtccab is MabcaJab-, oi 
the Ttmfe 4iht but, although tve may 

fmilc at hh etymology, we cannot but thiiiA it 
probable that the was originally dcligncd 

for religious purpofes- Three couplets are 
cited in an llift-ory orthis UilJing. 

which, from their extreme Itmplicliy, WIcta 
appearance of importurc .than other verib of the 
K. I 
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iame kind: they areafcribwi to Asad, a TcWi, 
or icing b;i Jucceffim^ who is generally allowed 
to have reigned in I'etnen an hundred and 
twcntyrcight years before Chiist's birth, and 
they comtnemnnite, without any poetical 
imagery, the magnificctice of the prince in 
mw wy the hsly ttmpU usUh ^riptd ehth and 
Jjtu Itr.en^ and in niaiin^ igyi for Ut gati^ Thb 
temple, however, the lancliiy of which was 
rcflorcil by Muiiammud, had been ftmngely 
profaned at the time of hie birth, when it was 
ufual to decorate it$ walls with poems on all 
fuhjefls, and oircii on the tiiumphs of Artdint^ 
gallantry siiid the pnilci of Grecian wine, which 
the merchants of ^yrla brought for faic into 
the deferts. 

FROM the want of matcrisir on the fubjefi 
of Andnan ariiicjtiity, wc find it very difHculc 
to Ax the Chronology of the Ifmadkei with 
ircitracy beyond the ume of Aostakt, from 
whom the imjiolW was defeended in the 
tfwenty-forji degnee; and although wo have 
genealogies of Alkaalah and oriicr limynrkk 
bards as high as the tb 'srtifth degree, or for a 
peritKl of nifu hundred years at Icaft, yet we 
CHI hardly de|Knd on them (h far as to eftnblifh 
a complete chronological fyftem i by realhiiing 
downwards, however, we may afeertnin lome 
yoiflis of couftderaule.imporujicc. The unt- 

vcrfal 
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Teii»l tradiiiou of 7mc» is» ibat YoKTANt *bc 
Iba of Ebkii, firft reiUcd his femiJy in ihat 
cuuncry i which fettlement, by the com [>u cal ion 
admitted In Ettrefity muft have teen above /^r« 
tiioufand ftx bundred years ago, and nearly at 
the time when the Hindau under the coudu^ft 
of Rama, were fubduing the fifrt inhahiunts 
of chefe regions, and extending the hdiaji em¬ 
pire from Av&dbydy or Audby as far as the iilc 
di Sinbal ot Sildn, According to this calcdn- 
iJon, NniTMAV, king of Tcmeny in the mnth 
generation from Eber, was cmitcmporaij with 
Joseph ; and If a verfe CQmjiofcd by that prince, 
and quoted by AscLtfEDA, svaa really prei'erved, 
as It might eafily have been by oral tradition, it 
proves the great antiquity of the Arabim language 
and metre This is a literal vcrlton of ihe cou¬ 
plet i ‘ When thou, who art in power, con- 
‘ dufteft afBir* with courtefy. thou atcaiiieft ^e 
^ higli hondufs of chofis who FTioft ^alicdj 
♦ <»ijfwhofcitiandrttea are obeyed** W earetol^ 
that from an elegant verb in this diftich me 
roiral poet acquired the fumame of Ahnua^j^ 
or the courteous* Now the reafons for bcUcv- 
ing this verfe genuine, are its brevity, whiclr 
made it eafy to be remembered, and the gow 
ftnfc conprifed in it, which made it 
proverbial: to which we may wld, that the 

dialea ts apnareiitlv old, aiul differs w 

R 4 words 


OJi TH£ ARADii, 


I jd 

WQrd$ from ihe idiom of 1 lie rcajbaa 

for doubting arc, that fenteijccs atu] i-erlcs of 
indefinite antiqiiitj arc ibmctimes nferibed by 
the j^rais to particular perfons of eminence ^ 
and they even go lb far as to cite a pachetlck 
elegy ot Adam himicif on the death of Abki., 
but in vety good Artd/hi. and correct mcafurc. 
Such arc the doubts wbteh jiecdlarily muH 
ariic on fucli 3 fubjedt, yci we liavc no neeJ of 
ancient monuments or traditions to prove al] 
tJiat our aiialjfis requires; namely, that the 
jirahs^ both of HeJ^ and l~eme»^ fprang from 
a (lock entirely different from that of the NinJifS^ 
and that their hrll cffahlilhmcnrs in the re- 
fpedtiw countries where we now find them* 
were nearly coeval. 

J CAKN-OT^nilh this article without ohterv- 
ing* that when the king of Demuiri*% mint- 
ilers inftruded the Dan^ iravdlcrs to colJca 
kifarksl books in Jr^ihick^ but ijot to biiiy 
themlclvcs with procutmg Ji ukian foemt^ they 
certainly were ignorant that the oijv tnoiai- 
mctits of old jira&iatt Hiftory are coUectinns of 
poetical pieces, and the commentarres oii them; 
that all memorable triiifadtions in Aruj^ui were 
recorded in verie ; and that more certain faffs 
may be known by reading tlic the 

Dhvag Huilbaift and the valuable work of 
OhmduUiih^ iljan by turning over a hundred 

volumes 
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Tolumes in profc* tinlefs iiiilecd !hofe poems are 
cited by ibc Kiftorians as their authorities. 

IV. The manners of th^Uej/eid Arahs^ which 
have continued we know from U»c time of 
SoLOMos to the prei^t ^ige* were by no mcaia 
favourable to the cultiv'atiffli of • and as to 
jcienetti we have no reafon to bdievc that th^ 
were acquainted with any j for the mere amufc- 
meiit of giving names to fbrs, which were 
ufcfol to them in their paftoral or predatory 
rambles through foe dcfcris, and in their oWir- 
vations on foe wcfither^ can hardly be eon* 
tidcred as a material pare of aflronomy. The 
only arts in which they pretended to csccUcnce 
{I except horfemaiifhip and miJiury accom- 
plifhments), were and rhtmcl: foat 

we have fione of their compofitions in prole 
before foe AVdn, m«y be aferibed, perhaps, 
to the linle Ikifl which they fem to have Jiad 
in writing; to their prcdilcfliou in favour of 
poetical mcafure. and to the facifiry with which 
veries are cofnmitted to memory; but all (heir 
flories prove that they were cloiptcut tti a liigh 
degree, and pflc^cJ wonderful powers of 
fpcikiiig without prc|rtratioa in flowing and 
forcible periods. I have ncter been aWe to 
(lifcover what tvas meaiicd by focir book called 
JWrfr)/«, but fuppofe that they were collec¬ 
tions of foelt comtnou or cuftomary law. 

Wfiiing 
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AVri[ing was fo litdc pra£l?fed among thonii 
that their old poem^. which arc now acccflihlo 
to us, may almoft be coulldcmd as origiiully 
unwri tten ; and 1 am Inclined to thinks ihac 
Samuel. |ohnsq >‘*5 realciniig on the extremr 
imperfci^ion of unwritten langoagce, was too 
general; liucc a language that is only Ipoken 
may ncverihciei's be highly pojifhed by a peo¬ 
ple who^ like the ancient Ard's^ make the 
improvement of their Idiom a national concernt 
appmnt liilcmn allanbhcs for the purpofb of dil* 
playing their poetical talents^ :uid hold it a duty 
to cxcrcile ihcir children in getting by heart 
ihclr mort approved compoJTtioiis. 

The ptt'plc of Temn liad potllhly mo^c^;^e• 
fhanied and, perhaps, more fdnur \ but 
although their ports mull have been the ettt* 
poria of cotiJldcrablc commerce between Egypt 
and JnJia, or pan of yet we have no 

certain proofs of their pmficicney in navigarion 
or even ill manu&iftiircs.. I'hat the drabs 
the Dcfert had mulical inflrumcnts, and names 
for live diderent notes, nud that they were 
greatly delighted with melody, we !..now from 
themlelves; but their lutes and pipca were 
probably very fimplc, and their mullck, J fuf- 
peit, ivas little more than a natural and tune¬ 
ful recitation of their elcgiack verfes and love- 
longs, Tlie lingular property of their lan- 
gtrage m (hunntng compound words, may l« 

urged. 
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-urgedp according to Bacow’s idea* as a proof 
they had coade no progreft in arti^ ' which 
» require, fays he, a variety of combmations to 
* exprefs the complex notions arifmg from 
‘ diem i* but die fingul.-irlty may perhaps be 
imputed wholly to the genius of the language, 
and the tafte of thofe who fpokc it; fmec the 
old Gcrrtt0$St who knew no an, apjnar to have 
delighted in compound words, which poetry 
and oratory, one would conceive, might re* 
^uirc as much as any meaner art whaiiocvcf. 

So great on tlic wliok was the fbengih of 
parts or capacity, either nattiril or acquird 
from habit, for which the Jrah were ever dif- 
tinguilTied, that we ciiinot be furprifed whm 
ive fee that bla/e of genius 'ivhSch they dil- 
nlayed as far ae their arms c*tended; when 
(hey burft, like their own dyke of Arim, 
through their ancient limits, and fpread, like 
an inundation, over the great empire of IrM, 
That a race of r^hOr, or Cewr/rr, ns the Pfr^ 
fans call them, * who drank the milk of ca- 

* meli and fed on Ihafdt.^ fhould entertain a 

* thought of ibbduing the kingdom of Fe- 
‘ aiDUK,* was confidcfcJ by the general of 
YEaiiEoiHD's armv as the ftrotigcfl iuflance of 
fortune’s levity and mutabUtty; but Fw'io^ 
a complete truAcr of j^atick nwnners, and 
fitigiilaxly impirtkl, reprefents the Araht cv<^ 
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in the agp of FEKiDVHt as * dilclaimmg'any 

* kind of dtpcndancc on that monarch, cx» 

* ylcing In ihcir tibcrry, delighting in clo- 

* quence, ails of liberality, and martial at- 

* chievemettts; and thus making the whole 

* earth, fava the poet, red as mne with the 

* blood of thetr foes, and the air like a fored of 
^ canes with their tall Ipears.’ With fneh a 
charaftcr they were likely m conquer any 
country that they could invade i and if Ai.ex- 
AHHEH had Invaded thetr domini'riii, they 
would, unquelllonably, have made an obAInatr, 
and probably a futcefsful, refinance. 

But I have detainer! yon too long, Gcjitlc- 
men, with a nation wfio have ever been niy fa^ 
vonrites, and hope, at our nentt aimivcrfary 
tncctittg, to travel with you over a part of 
which exftibirs a race of men diflinifl both from 
the Hindus and from the Arabs. Ju the mean 
time it lhall Ijc my care to fuperinteiid the 
publication of your Tranlatlions ; hi which, if 
the teamed in "Ettrnpt have nut ratted their ex> 
pcflarlons too high, they will not, ! believe, 
be dhappoinred: my own impcifcA cflays 1 
ahvavE except; bur, though my other en¬ 
gagements have prevented my acrendauce on 
your Society for the greateft part of hft year, 
and 1 have fee an example of that freedom 
from reflni'iJit, xvithouc w'bich no Society can 

flourifllt 
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flouriflit ytt 13 my few hmjra of leifure will 
now be devoted to 5<njytr;> liwratuie, I cannot 
hot liopCt though ray chief objefl be a know¬ 
ledge of BtnJH law, to make fome dUcovciy in 
other (ciences, which I ihall imput with hu¬ 
mility. and which you will, I doubt aot, re¬ 
ceive with Indolgctice. 


( * 4 ^ ) 
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TARTARS. 


•I^IN’O THH FTFTU AN^NIVERSAHY DfSCOtntSff 
OELIVRRRUTO T0£ society P£B. 21 , I73S. 



T the do/c of my laA acldrcfs tef yov« 


Gentlemen, 1 declared my defign of in¬ 
troducing Eo your notice a people oSjffiat who 
feemed as diAeictit in moil relpe^s from the 
Hindus and j^'ahs^ as tliofe iavo nations had 
been Ihcwn to dti!er from cadi other; I incaii 
the people whom we call ^artnrs: hot 1 
enter with extreme dUiidence on my present 
fut^‘e£t, Eiecaufe I have IirtTc knowledge of the 
Tartarian dialcfls ; and the grofs errors of £o- 
ropean writers on AJimrk literature have long 
convinced me, that no lattsiafLoiy account can 
be g^ven of any nation, w'ith whole language 
we are not perfectly acquainted. Such evi¬ 
dence, however, as I have procured by attentive 
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lily befom you, inrerSpcffing fuch remarki as I 
could «oi but make on that evidence, and fiil>- 
mitticig the whole lo your impartial dedlion, 
CUN*roR»*ArtL¥ to the method Iwfore adopted 
in describing atiil /»/&», 1 confider 7V- 

titry alfo, for the pnrpofe of this dilcourJe, on 
its moll exteiifivt Scale, and requeft your ai- 
tciitbn, whtlft I trace the largeH boimdarics 
that are sflignablt to it. Conceive a line drawn 
from the mouth of the Odv to that of the 
Dnieper, and, bringing it Inck catlward Crofs 
tlic Ettxitre, fo as to include the pcninfula of 
Krimt extend it along the foot of Caucafm, by 
the rivers Cnr anti ^rtts, lo the Csjpistti Ijitcc, 
from the Dppofiie (hore of which, follow the 
courie of the ysihint and the chain of C^ru- 
K^afan hills as frr as thofe of Maun whence 
continue the line beyond the Chinefe wall to the 
White Mountain mid llie country of ntp ; 
Ikirtin «■ th c borders of Pfrjta, Indea, CMfia, Carta, 
but including part of witJi all the difr 

tfjiSla which lie between the Glittid Tea and 
diat M- Ok Gitickes. whole great 

work on the Dtffts abounds more in lolid learn¬ 
ing than in rhetorical omarocuts, p relents us, 
however, with a magoilicent image of this 
ividc region; deferibingit as a ftupcndoui edi- 

Gce, the beams and pillars of which are many 

ranges 
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ranges of lofty hills* and the dome, one |iro* 
digbiu niountriui, to which the Chinffe give 
the epithet of cckjiial^ with a con fid era hie 
number of hroad riversc tiowiug down its (idea. 
If themaiifiofi be ic» anw/uigly fublirac, the 
bind around it U praporttonabiiy cittciidcd, but 
more wonderfulty diveriified; for fomc parts of 
it arc iucniftttl witli icc, others parched witb 
inflamed atr, and covered with a kind of lava; 
here w'e meet witli immenfo crafts of Tandy Je- 
ferrs and foreft almoft impenetrable; there, 
with gardens, groves, and meadows, perfunicd 
with mufkst watered by numbcrlcls rivulets, 
and abounding in fruits and fiow'crs; and from 
eaft to weft lie many conftderaLle provtiiccs, 
which appear as valleys in comparilbn of the 
hilts towering above them, hut jj: truth arc the 
flat fummits of the higheft mountains in the 
world, or at leaft the higheft in Near one 
fourth ill latitude of this cxtraordltiaiy regititiis 
in the fame chamiing climate with Grstet^ 
and Pr-flarwe; and another fourth in tlxat of iwig- 
/bjf/, Girnuoiy^ and the northern parts QiFtaticf ; 
but the Hypirbrnaa countries can have few 
beauties to recommend them, at leaft in the pre- 
fent ftate of the carth*s temperature J to the feudi, 
on the frontiers of /rdnarcthc beautiful vales 
of Saghd,, with the celebrated cities otSamarkand 
and i on thofo of'T/^/arc the territories 

of 
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CifPj.^hiir^Kifoitn.,Ch(gii^^^'i^Khai^’, all fanuwl 
for perfumrs^ and for the beauty of their inha- 
; and on thofo of Cbttto lio* the country 
of Ch'm, anciently a fjowerfiil kittgdom; which 
iiatur, llte that Jf Xjftiifd, has in moderu times 
been given to the whole empire, whete 

foch ail appellation would be thought an mfuU. 
We mtift not omit the fii>c lerritory of 
which wae known to the Crerbi by the name of 
imicAf and confidercd by ilicm as the fortheA 
mAern extremity of the habitable globe, 

ScVTiTiA fecrtis to be the genera! name 
which the ancient Europejms gave to as tnucii 
as thev knew of the country thus bounded and 
deferi^d ; but, whether that word be derived, 
as Pi.tnY foems to intimate, from Sacaif a 
people known by a fimilar name to the Greth 
aiid rerfaHS^ -r, asUnTAsT imagines, from 
Cuthia\ cir» as Cfiianfl VAt,T.AStKY believe, 
from words denoting or, as it might 

have been fuppofed, from a Greek root imply- 
in-r wru/A and firachy ; tins at Icaft h certam, 
that as heba, Cbh.7, Perja, am ..dt 

appellations of tliofe countries in the hnguBps 
of the nations who iitbabir [hem, ^ 

ScYfbh nor Tartary 3tc names bv which the 
iniiaHiants of the country now under our con- 
fideration have ever diAiaguinted themteSves. 
'ntiirj^n is. indeed* a word ufed by the 
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fiani for ilie fbiith-ivcflcni pnrt of Scythiat 
where the mufk-decr Is laid to be common ; and 
the name Tattlr is br fomc conlidercd as that 
of a parricutar trihe; bj others, as that of 
a fmall river only; while ‘Zmr/r, as oppuled to 
Jr^fif iccins ro mean the ancienc dominion of 
lo tile north and call of the Qxus* 
There is nothing more idle than a debate con- 
ceniing the names, which after all nre of iintc 
conictjucnce, when oor ideas arc diAhidt with¬ 
out them. Having given, therefore, a correct 
notion of the country w*hich I propofe to ex¬ 
amine, I lhall not Icruple to call it by the ge¬ 
neral name of Tirr/ory, ihougli I am confeious 
of ufmg a term equally improper in the pro- 
ntmctatioti and the application of it. 

Taetahy then, ivhich caiitaiued, accord¬ 
ing to Pm^v, ait iiiuufnerablc multitude c£ 
nations, by ivlitim the rdl of Afa and all Eu~ 
rape has in dilTcrenl; ages been over-run, is 
denominated, as variouf images have prcfcntqd 
themfclvcs to various, fancies, the great hive of 
the northern fwarms, the nuifcry of irreliftiblc 
legions, and, by a ilronger metaphor, the 
foundcry of the human race: hut M. Bajllt, 
a wondcrndly iugenioos man, and a very lively 
writer, feems firft to liavc confidcrcd it as the 
cradle of our fpedcs, and to have Aipported on 
opinion I that the whole ancient world was cn- 

lightened 


Q>' TAltTA]l9, 


M7 

lightened hy fcicficcs brought from tiie moft 
Ijorihcm parts of Si^ji/Aia, particubrly front 
the banks of the yrttifia, or from the 
iSemar regions i all the fables of old Grmr, 
fta/y, he derives from the north: 

and it niufl; be ewtiifd, ibai lie inatnisuns hie 
paradox with acuwncis and IcBftttng. Great 
learning snJ great acuteneft, together with the 
charms of a mofr engaging ftylc, were iinlced 
ncceihirv to render even tolerable a lyftcm 
which places an earthly paradife, the gardens 
of He^rusj tltc illands of the Macarti^ the 
groves of if not of PJen, the Iwaveii 

of iNDja, the PenpK^ or fairyland, cf the 
Pa-^an piwts, sviih ita city of tliamonds anti 
its country of in named from PUs- 

furc and Lave, not in any climate winch the 
common fenic of mankind coniidera the feat 
of delights, but beyond the mouth of the 0&/ 
in the Ffojeu Sea, in a region emailed only by 
that, where the wild imaginaiinii of Dantc 
k-d him to fix the vvorlV of criminals in x fhitc 
of punlfriment after death, and of which he 
could itm, he Ihysr even think without finvet* 
in^, A very curious paflage in a tmfl of Plu- 
taichoii the figure in the mwn‘s orb, na¬ 
turally induced M. BAtttT tophee^^ m 
the north, and he coiiclodes that ifhnd, as 

others have conduikd rather fnUaciouily, w ho 

r X the 
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the (if Px.ATo, bijtisJit a lofi to dc- 
tcrmitic, whether it letland or Grenttland, 
S\pitzlKrg or Afrtti Xcmida. Amon j ih Ttiany 
clurrm. it was difHcuIt, indeed, to give a prc> 
Terence; hut our phibfhphcr, though as rmich 
perplexed hy an option of beauties as the fJicp- 
herd of I»ms, on the whole, to think 
XettibU the inoA worthy of the golden fruit; 
bccaufc it is hiJiiputably au iilatid, and lies 
oppolitc to a gulph near the Coiitiuent, from 
which a great initiiticr of rii-crs dcfceml into 
the ocean. 

i fjj appears et^u<dl\' diilrcded among live na- 
linns, real and imaginary, to fix upon that 
which thcCrerlj named JiUjiUti andhiscon- 
ctulion in both e^lcs tiinlb remind us of the 
Showimn at Ittont who, iiaving pointed out 
it) J)is box all the crow ned heads of the world, 
and iMring alked hy the ichooi-boys, who 
looked through the glafs, whkh w’^as the Em¬ 
peror, which the Pdpt:, which tiu; Sultan, and 
which the Cl real Mogul, aufwLTcd eagerly, 

** \MjiLh yini pleail*, young gctitlemcn, which 
you plcafe/' Hh Icrrers, however, to Vol¬ 
ta in which he unfttd^ his new lyilcm to 
bis friend, (vhom he had not been able to con- 
viiicc, arc by no means to bn derided; and his 
gtiucral propotition, that arts and Icietice^ had 
their lource iiJ J^r/yrr, deferves a longer exa- 
mhiation than Can be ^iven to it In this FMA 

conrfe: 
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ccniTlc : I lhalU DcTertliclefs. j'vmr (icr- 

miiTioii, iHortly tlircnfs <Iic qucltioit utidcr ihc 
k?vcral beads that will prdaii thcmfdvcs in 
order, 

Although we inay tiatunjHy Tuppofci 
that the iiimibcrlets eiimmuttittcs of 7arfar%^ 
ibrne of whom arc eftabiithed in great dries, 
and fome ciiorapcit on plains in ambulatory 
manfioits, which they repiove from pafitire to 
paftuic. mtirt hcasditl’crcnt in their features as 
ill their dialects, yet among (hole wlw have nor 
etnigrated into another country, and mixed 
with another nation, we may dilbcm a family 
likeuefs, efpecially in theJr eyes and counte* 
nance, and in that conhauration uf lineaments 
which we gcticraily call a 'Tartar (ace; but, 
without making atixious itiquiricB, whether all 
the inhabitants of the vaft region before de- 
fcribetl have fimiUr features, we may conclude, 
from tbofe whom we linvc fccu, md from the 
original portraits of TAfMtr’R and his defoend* 
ants, that the Tartar in general, differ wholly 
in complexion and countenance fmin the Hia- 
e'sfj and from tlmr^/v^iT w» obfervation, which 
tends in fomc degree toconlinn the aconunt 
given by modem Tartan tliemftlvei, of thaf' 
defeetn from a common anceftor. L iibappUy 
their lineage cdimot be proved by autlieutick 
pedigrees or hiilorical niopuroeiiu * forsU th^ 

writings extant, even thole in the A/ogwf db- 

^ j leer, 
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IcGr, are loDg fubCcquejir to the time of 
IVlfHA^ijMED; nor is jr pofliblc to diilfirguiAt 

their geauiue tni«liEioj)b from thofc of the Arsts^ 
whole religious opitjioua they have in geitcml 
adi^ted. At the begiiming of the foutteenrh 
century, KifivaJ^h^ funiamed a 

native of/Cas-j/Vi. compiled Iiis account of the 
*Ta-tars and Mot^als from the ppers of one 
Pu'x,a'jj, whom thegreat-gfandJbii ofHoi. acu^ 
had lent into ^aUriJMn for die foie pur- 
pole of col)filing hidoricai informutton j and 
the cQmmtHIon itfelf ihews, how little the 
Princes really knew of their own 
ortgln. From this work ofR asui^u, and front 
other materisla, Abo iGHA'iu', King of K£wa~ 
r.zim, ccimpofed in the Mogu/ biigtiage Jtia 
Genealogical Hiftory, which having been ptir- 
chaicd from a merchant a( by fome 

officers, prifonen: OJ war in St her 
baa found Its way tnre fcvcral Eure^.^ tottgues; 
ircni)tains much valuable maftcr, but, like all 
Mxtuammedak htftofies^ rxlubiEs tribes or na¬ 
tions as individual Sovereigns; and if Baron 
De Tott had not Brangel^ negledied to pno- 
core a copy of the ^arturttm billory, for the 
original of which ho uniteccffiinly offered q 
large fum, wefhouid probably have found, that 
it Ixgma with an account of the Deluge, tnken 
from die Keratit and proceeds to miik Tunc, 

Cni'N, 
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Tata'r, and Monoaj,, among the 
Ions of YA'Ftr. The genuitic tradirional liif- 
tory of rhe Tartars^ In all the books that I 
have infpcfilccl, fccins to begin with OoHO 
as that of the Hin^Ui docs ^ith Ra"ma : they 
place their iiiSrac LI lou*^ Hero anti Piitrbrch four 
thoulaiid years lieforc Crii-iTtoiz KhaV, who 
was boni in the year 1164, and with whofe 
reign their biftorical pc^od coiniticncca. It is 
rather furpriiing, that M, Baih.Vj who 
makes frequent appeals id Etymological 
mentSf has not derh’cJ OtiYOEii from OcHirsct 
and Atlas from Altai, or the GoldcuMouii- 
tatn of Tiir/flry - the Grtci lertijinattotii might 
have been rc^effed from both words; and a 
mere cranfpofititHi of letters is no difficulty 
with an Etymolopft, 

My remarks tti this addrcfs, GcndemciVi 
will be confined to the period preceding 
CnEttoZi and although the learned labours 
of M. Dfi GutoNES* and the Fathers VtsOE- 
LOU, DEMAfLLAt anJ Gaubil, who have 
made an iacomparabic u(c of their 
r«ri/rr» exhibit prahibte accounts of the Tar^ 
tars from a very early age, yet the old hifto- 
rians of China were not only foreign, but ge¬ 
nerally hoftilc, w them 1 and for both tnofe 
reafons, either through ignorance or mailgiuty, 
may be fufpe£Ied of mifrepreftnting clicir tran- 
faftions; if they fpeak truth, theaticicnt luJlory 
i. A 
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of the Tariart prclciits us, like moft other hit- 
tones with a icrici of aiJaillnatioiis, pJoi£, 
trealbns* mailkres, and all the natural fnjjti 
of fcliilh ambition, J Ihould have no ujclina- 
don to give you a ikcich of fuch horrors even 
it the occasion called tor it; and will Iiirely ob* 
ferve, that the firrt Kmg of the or 

JfuHi, began his rctgn, accordiii^ to V jSl ei ou, 
about three thou (and five huudied and JTxty 
years ago, not bng after the rhiic fixeo in my 
former Difeourfes for rhe^irft regular c^hblhh- 
men f of the f/r/.diiff and in thew ievetai 
coutiincs. 

I. liua firrt ujquiry, concmiing the latt- 
guages and letters of the preienti us 

with a deplorable void, or wiili a pjorped as 
barren and dieary as that of their dele its. The 
Tarfarr, in general, h-id no Ikcrnciire (in this 
point all authorities appear to concur) j the Turcs 
had Ilf' letters f the Huns, according tol’noco* 
pjos, had not even heard tifihuxn; the mag- 
fijfiectit ivlinfc empire iiirluded an 

area of near eighty fijuarc dtgn-cs, could find 
none of his own Mosoai s, as the bert authors 
inform us, able lo « nic his dirpunchcs ; and 
TAi'ajt^R, a ftvage of rtrong natural prT&, 
and partionaceJy fond ttf hearing hil lories read to 
him, could him feIf neither write nor read. It 
is true, that Ift.vo .,Ar arsha'h njctitiuni a fee of 
cliaraders, called which were ufed in 
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‘ ** he had (oth them,** liclaya, ** and 
** found them to confiil of forty^onc Icttere, 
f ‘ adlftinft lymbo) being appropriated to each 
** long and fliort vowel, and to each contoiiaot 
** hard or loft, or othcrwilc varied hi pronun- 
** ciation ;** but Kliaf^ tvas iu louthem Tar- 
fary, on the coniines of JriJm', and, from hi* 
dcicripMon of the charaftcf,'; there in ulc, wo 
icatuiot bur liifpciEt them to have been ihofe of 
Tifer, which arc tnanifcftly InJiaitt bearing a 
greater rclcniblance to thole of Bfttgai than la 
The learned -md claqueiit ^ra& 
adds, '* that the Tafdrt of Klstd write 
** in the letters all their talcs and hil^ 

*• tones; ihtir journals, poems, and mtfccl- 
lantes ; tlieir diplomas, records of ftatc and 
“ jufticc, the laws of Cuesgisi. their poUick 
“ regifters, iujd their compofitioiis of every 
♦* Ipecics.** If this be true, the people of 
K/mUA mull have been a polilhcd and even a 
lettered nation ; and it may be true, without 
alfefling the general portion, that the ^atiari 
were illiterate; but Ib**!! Ababsma'h was a 
profefled rhetorician, and it is ijnpolGbtc to 
tlie original paHage, without full convi^lioti 
that bis objodl in writiitg it was to diljday his 
pow'cr of words in a flowing and tnodubted 
period, l ie fays further, that in "JaghatiK the 
people of 0.ghi\r^ as he cilb thcti), have a 
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iyf^em trf" Jeurfftit Mrcrr. only* <Jenommarcd 
from thcmrdves 0!^AMi and thofc at^e tficcha- 
ra<5tcrs which the Af^itgtt/s are fuppoftd, by 
fbme autboi-s, to have borrowed. 
tells ti$ only, that CtfitKciy, employed tlie m- 
lives of Eightir as e3rcclfciit pcnmeti, bur the 
C^fitf/e aflm th:n he was forced to employ 
tlicm, bccaulc lie had no writers at all artion^ 
hU naturaUborn fubjefls; and we are allined 
by many, that KuntAlKiiAV ordered letters 
to be invented for his natJon by a TMtm, 
whom he rewarded with the dignity of Chief 
Lama. The fmall number of EigLdri hrtfers 
might induce us to believe* that they were 
,^cfx//or w'hich mult have been cur¬ 

rent in that coontiy, when it was governed by 
the foils of Fkri 1 )i;"n’; and if the alplialiet 
aforibed to the Eigburians by M. Dus Hau¬ 
te sr at fjs be correal, wc may lafoly decide* 
that in many of its letters it rcfcHwhles both the 
Zt'nJ and the Syria^k, with a rein ark able dif* 
fcicncc in the morlc of connccliug tlictn; but* 
as we can (carce hope to fee a genuine Ipecimcu 
of them, our doubt miift: remain in regard to 
their torm and origin. l*hc page exhibited by 
Hvok as Khtitdyas writing, is evidently a 
fort of broken Cti^sicK t ami the fine tnaiiu- 
feriptat O.^ferr/, from which it was taken, is 
tiiofc probably a ^tndtan work on fomc re- 
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JJgious fubjciS) thaii, asJte Imagined, i code of 
I'artariatt laws. That very Jeaenrd man ap* 
pears to have made a worfc mUtakc in giving 
us for Mongal clutraders a page of writing, 
which has the appearance of Japaatfi or mu- 
ttiared Cbmefi letters. 

If the 7tirtiiri in general, as we have every 
realbii to believe, had no w^iitten memorials, Ir 
cannot be thought wonderful, that rhdr lan¬ 
guages, like tfiol'e of Aiiitrtca^ flioiiid havo 
been in perpetual fluftuation, and that more than 
fifty diaieds, aa IlroK had been credibly in¬ 
formed, ihouJd be Ipakcn between Meje^ and 
C&tftf, by the many kindred tribes, or their fc- 
verai branches, w'hich are eiiumcraicd by 
ABtT'l-CBA'ari'- What thofc dUltsfls are, and 
wherher they ically fpraog from a commoJi 
{lock, we lhall probably learn from Mr, 
Pallas, and other indefatigable men employed 
by tlic Rufim C^urt ; and it i$ from 
that we mull ejtpcfi the mo/l accurate in¬ 
formation concerning their AfiUki Ihbjecls. I 
perfusde myfdf, that if their inquiries be ju- 
dicioudy made and Giithfully reported, the re- 
Tuk of them will prove, that al! the languages 
properly aroik from one common 

Iburcc; excepung always the Jargoos of Tuch 
wanderers or moimtainecrs, as, havbig If mg 
been divided from the main body of the nation, 

mull 
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muil in ;i co^irtc of agP3 have frametl fepamie 
idioms for themtctvc*!. The onJy rartari^^ 
language of which 1 have any knowledge 
the Jariijlt of Cw/W-urtf/i/f, avhich h, how- 
evcr» fo copious, that whoever fliall know it 
perfcdlly, tiiu caftly underhand, as w^e arc 
a^iircd hy inrcUigeiit ainhors, the diaJe^s of 
Taiarr^dm and wc may called from AjuT- 
t^irA'zi', that he would rind Jkde difficiilrv in 
the Ca/nmc and the ^U^u/, I u jii liot .jlfend 
your ea« by a dry cualoguc of Jlmilar words iti 
ihofcdiriercnt languages; but a careful invdH^ 
^tion has convinced me, aa the /«> 
^an and jiraitum tongues art tcvcraJly de- 
fceiidcd from a common parent, To thofc of 
Tartarjf might be traced to one ajjcjciit Acm, 
cffcu[ia:|y dificring from the two othcis* it 
appears indeed, from a ibry tuJd by/Vap loiu- 
ZJ, t^t the hrii/s and the Mfmgsii could not 
tindcrftuid each other; hut nu more can the 
Dana and tfic Enj/i/k. yet didr diatefts, [ir- 
yond a doubt, are branches of the fame G.Mk-f 
Ircc. The dhded of the in which 

fome hiftoncs of TAfMtrk and his defeendants 
were orrgmatly compfeJ, is called in In//fa. 
where a learned native jet me right ivbcii I 
Ufcd another word, 7rrrrf; n.« that it is pre- 
rifciy iJie (amc with the of the CW*. 

itidif/nif bur the iivo idiiinis ditli r, perbiin*, 

lets 
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l^ra than Swtd/yh and Ger/aMt ar attd 

Perttfgv^Jtf and ccrrainjy Jcf’s than and 

Irr/b, hi hope of alcerralning this pnint, 1 have 
long Teatched in vain ibr the original worka 
afbribcd toTAi'atu'n and Ba'iita ; hut all the 
with whom 1 have converlcJ in thii 
country^ reletnbk the crow in one of their 
popular fabk£, whot having tong at^Aed to 
walk like a pheaianr, was unable after all iq 
acquire the grac<rftilnc(s of that elegant bird, 
and in the mean time unlearned his own na*- 
tural gait i they have nnt learned the dLd^ of 
PfrJtHj, but have wholly forgotten that of ihcir 
anccflors, 

A VERv coufidcmble part of the old 7arta* 
rtttn langnagc, which In w-'owld prolxiUy 
have been loft, w happily prelcrved iit £jvr^; 
and if the grourid-worlt of the Weflem 
Turhijb^ when leputarcd from the Pvjtan and 
Arahkkt with which it h emhcllifticd, be a 
brancli of the loft O^hipium tongue, I can ajlbt 
with conddencci that it has not the leift re- 
iemblancc either to ^Irobtei or Sanfsrh^ and 
muft have been invented by a race of men 
wholly diftinft from the or Hindv^t 

Tilts fact alone os’crfcts the fyftem of 
Bailly, who conftdersth-SiJsj^/V, of which he 
gives in jevcral place? a moft erroneous account, 
as a fine monuiucnt of his primeval Scytkia^r^ 
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iht preceptors of nunklnd^ iiid piaorers erf 
fublimc philofophv cveo in Jmita; for lie 
holds It on incgntcflibie trurh^ that a language 
which is dcid» fuppofes a nation which is dc-' 
ftroyed : and he feema to rhink fneh ccaloiung 
perfedly dccifiveof the queftian, %vit!iout hav¬ 
ing recourfe to aftronomical argunicnu^ or 
the fpirit of ancient infliiutioisa r for njy part, 
t dciire no better proof than tiiat ’ivfiich the 
language of the Bb a KM A NS affords, of an 
munemoriit! and total difference be ween tlie 
Sa^’ages of the toounnuDa, aa the old Chinefi 
juJllj called the Tartart^ and the ftudious, 
placidf contemplative inluibitants of tlicfe 
ItitUftn plains. 

IT. The geographical realhiung of M. Haillv 
may, perhaps, be thought equally Hi allow, 
if not incotifiaent h feme degree with itlelf. 

** An adoration of the Sun and of die ffire,*’ 
lays he, ** mull ncccflarily have arifcn in 3 cold 
region I thertfbre, it muff have been Threlgit 
to Ititfiaf Perjia, I therefore it mull 

“ liave been derived from TitriaryP Nw 
I bdieve, who has tr3vcllf?d in winter 
through Ba^'ir, or has even pajflcd a cold Icr- 
fon at Cafcmttty within the tropick, can <Joubf 
tbt the folar warmth is often dcfirablc by all, 
and might have been con tide red as adorable by* 
the ignorant, in thefc climates \ or tliat the re¬ 
turn 


ON TUB TABTARI, 


^S9 

turnot* r{»rn»gdefcrv« all the faluMtuitis which 
it receives from the Ptrjim anti hJintt pewts; 
not to fcly on certain hiiioncal cvidetice, that 
Aktabau^ a celehmed warHour and bard, 
a^ually pedihed with Cold on n mounhtln of 
jirahia. To meet, however, an objection, 
which might naturally be made to the volun¬ 
tary fcttlcment, and aniajting populatimi, of 
his primitive race in the icy regions of the 
north, he takes refogie In the hypothecs of 
M. Buf^on, who imagines that our whole 
globe was at firfr of a while h«r, atid lias been 
gradually cooling from the pules to titc e<)ua- 
10r; lo that the HyperhDrtan countries Itatl once 
a ildightfril temperature, and Sibfria itltlf was 
even hotter llian the climate of our temperate 
zones, titac is, was in too hot a climate, by his 
firfr propofition, for the primAtr wotihip of the 
fum That the temperature of countries has 
not fulHined a cltange In the lapie of ages, J 
will by no means inllft^ but we can hardly 
reafon coiidulively from a variation of icmpe- 
ratureto the cultivation and JilFuGou of Icif3)ce, 
If as many female elcphaiits and tygrelTes as 
we now' find in Batga! had formerly littered 
In the SiiffTiint fdrefts, and if ihclr young, as 
the earth cooled, had fought a genial wamirh 
lit the climates of the ibuth, it would not fol¬ 
low tliat other lavages, who migrated in the 
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jnme direction, and on ihc fanne accmjnfj 
brotighi: rtiigion and phiiofopliy, language and 
writing, art mid rettnee, iitio the Southern 
laiitudea. 

Wk arc told by Aao’LonVar, tbacthe prl- 
miiive religion of'human creatures, or the pure 
adoration of One Creator, prevailed in Tar/ary 
during the firft gcncrarioiis Irom VaVrt, but 
wasextinft before the birth of Ocuu'z, t^luj 
fcllorcd it In hla dominions ; that, fbme ages 
after him, the JMonga/s and the Tura rdapfed 
wiro groffi idolatry; but that CjfENofz was a 
Thcid, and, in a convcrlatioji with the Mtt- 
IwninfJcm Doctors, admitted their arguments 
fur the being and attributes of the Deity to be 
nnanfwerablc, while he coutelled the evidence 
of their Prophet's legal ion. From old Crietan 
authorities we learn, that the Mujhgetix w'or- 
(hipped the Sun e and the* narrative of an em- 
IxirTy from Justin to theKnA«A'N, or Em¬ 
peror, who then refided in a fine vale near the 
iourcc of the mentions the Tartartim 

ceremony of purifriug the Rmtuia Amhajad^rs^ 
by conduftiog them between two fires. The 
Tto’iitrs of that age arc rcptcicnteii as aJnrers of 
the four elements, and believers in an invlfibic 
(pirit, to whom they facriiiced bulls and rams, 
Modem travellers relate, that, in the tefllvals 
of fomc Tartarian tribes, they pour a few drops 
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of a confocratefi liquor on (he flatuesof thdr 
C7odii; after whicli ait ^tteucLidt (priiikles a 
liuk of hiii retoaitis three tJmea tuwands the 
fbuth m honour of firCf towards the tvcil and 
cad tii huJiuur of water aiwl iurr aud as often 
towards the noith in honour of the earth, 
which comaiiieJ the reliquee of their jdeccaleJ 
oncefrors; now ah this may he very true, 
without proving a ttatioital afiiiLity between the 
Tartars fiw^ Hin^i \ for the j^rah adored the 
planets and the powers of natuic ; the Ara^s 
had carved imagei, and made libations on a 
black lloiie ; the Ara&i in prayer to dif~ 

ferrut qiiaftcrs of the heavens: yet we knOiv 
with certainty, that the are^ a diillnfl 

race fwm die Tartars ; and wc might as well 
infer, that they were the lame people, bccaufe 
they had each his NotnaJes^ or wanderers fur 
pailure : and bctrauj!e the Turesnaas^ ilefcribcd 
hylB^u ARAEtSHA'ir, and by him called Tuiirs^ 
ore like m fl Arji^jaa paHom] and war¬ 

like, hofpitabk and gencroiiSi wintering and 
fummering on dil^reot plains, and rich in 
herds and Acx;ks, horks and camels ; but this 
agreement in manners proceed* from the Simi¬ 
lar nat ore of their fcvctal defercs, and their fimi- 
lar choice of a free nmtdmg life, without 
evincing a community of origin, which they 
could fcarce have had without prcfcrviog fome 
remnantot lea^tof a comnKm Luiguage. 

M Many 
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Many Lamas^ we are a^Turcd, or PHell!l 
of Bv&dha, have bec« found fettled In ; 
bum can hartiry be doubted, that the 
had travelled thither from tvhente it is 

more than probable, that tlie rellgloti of the 
B^dhdi was imported into Southern ChtHtfi 
Tartarjf; fiiicc wc know, tllat rolls ofTi^ffian 
wriririg have been brought even from rhe bor¬ 
ders of ilw Ci^ian. The complexion of 
Btmon A hitnlclf, which, according to the Urn- 
Jus, w as between white and rudd/, would per¬ 
haps liavc caiiviiiccd M. Ha illy, had he 
known the JnJia/t tradition, that the hft great 
IcgitUror and God of the Eaft was a T^r/rtri 
but the (^brne/e confider him as a native uf 
In£a i the Brabtftm lufift, that he was born in 
a foreft near Gejrd ; and m.nnjr reafons may lead 
us to fiifpeifl, that hts religion wis carried from 
the weft and the fouth to thofe eaftem and 
nonhem countries. In w hich it prevTalls, On 
the wltole, we meet with few or no traces in 
Sry/Aia cf Indian rites and fuper/ijtiotis, or of 
that poetical mythology with which the 
fertt poems are decorated; ajid we may allow 
the Tarhtrs to have adored the Sun with more 
reafon than any fotithcrn people, wnthour ad¬ 
mitting them to have been the ibic original in¬ 
ventors of that unrverial folly : we may even 
doubt the originality of their veneration for the 
fourdements, M-hich forms a principal part of the 
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ritual ititroliTcn] bv Zeba'tusht, z native of 
Ral ift Ptrjia, [‘orfi in the rdgn of GtrsjiTAST» 
whoJe Ion PASFn/'rEJf is believed the P 'rj/f’j 
to liave rended long in tartaty^ at a place cj lied 
Ctmgfiffr^ where a magaificeiit palace is faiJ to 
have been built by the father of Cymus, and 
where the PrrJjan prince^ who tvaa a zealot In 
the new faith, would natumlJv have difiemi* 
ixatcd Its tenets among the neiglibouring Tur^ 

Of any phiJofophy, except natural cchicki, 
which'thc rudeft fociety rcqiujcs and experience 
teaches, we find no mote veAiges in Jfittikk 
Tar terf and Scyfbia^ tlian in snoieni Antbia» 
jioi' would the name of a |>lwlofu|dier and a 
Siytbian have been ever ctuineflcd If Anacbarjtf 
h^ not vjfiicd Athins and Lvtfw for that in- 
flruiLHon which hii binh'place could not have 
adfbrtlcd him. Bui /\kacuassjs was the fon 
of a Grfcian womati, who had taught him her 
language, and he {Ikui learned to tlefptre his 
own. He was unqiiefltonably a man of i found 
uiidcrilatidiiig and doe prtfl; and among the 
lively layings which gained him the reputa- 
tion of a w'lt even in Gretee, It is related by 
DtOGENCS LAEiTros, char when no Aibtnian 
reproached him with being a Scytinan^ he an- 
fwered, * Aly country is indeed a difgrace to 
* me, but thou art a difgrace to thy 
What his country tvas in reganl to manners and 
AT a civil 
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civil wc may learn from liift fate in ir j 

for ivheiT, on hU rerum from Athsm^ he ac- 
tenifited to reform jt by iiitruding the wile 
Itvvs of hts frieml SoloV, Ik was killed in a 
hunting party with an arrow Ihot by hi^ own 
brother, a ScytBtim chieitaiii. Such was the 
pbilofophy' of' M* Bailly’s. Atlantes, the 
lirft and mofl tnljghwucd of natiotis J We are 
afTured, however, by the learned author of the 
Diihifiatt., that the Tvrr/tfri under Cue sou and 
his defeendanta were lovers of trutli; and 
would not even prcicrve thdr h’vcK by a viola¬ 
tion of it. Oe GfirsNEs alcribes the lame ve¬ 
racity, (he parent of all virtues, to the Hunt; 
and Strabo, who might only mean to lafh 
fhef/rr^^j [jy pnifmg 2 s Horace 

extolled the ^^-andering merely to 

Jiitirize Ijts luxurious eountrymen, informs Us, 
that the iiiitiofia of .5^-rjfvh deferr ed the praile 
due to wifdom, hcroiek fricndlhip, and juBicc; 
arid this praiie we may readily allow thejii on 
his authority, w-iihouE fbppofing them to have 

been the preceptors of tnarik it id. 

As to the laws of Zamolxji, conccriimg 
whom we know as little as of the Scythitm 
Deucalion', or of Abaris the Hj-perknan, 
and to whofe rtoty even Herodotus gave no 
credit. I bmrnt, for many reafohs, that if 
ever they cxUled they have not been prefenitd t 
a is certain that a lyftcm of laws, called Tiifac^ 
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has b«ii celebrated in Tarrarv (iucc the time of 
CHESor/,, who is tiid to have republished 
them it] his empire, as hi; iufliturtniis were 
altcnvards adapted and enforced by Taimv'r ; 
but they Icem ro hai*c been a commoii or ira- 
ditianary law, and were pplxibly not n;dnccd 
into tvfiting till Cueno it. had otwttjucjicd a 
iiatiati who were able to \vrire. 

III. Hau the religious opinions and allegoricd 
fables of the K/H/Afj been aftually borntvvcil 
from Scyth'ta^ tntvcUers inufr have dilcoirered 
ill that country fbme antient monurnetitj of 
them, frich as pieces of grotefquc fculptore, 
images of the Gods and and infcrip- 

rions on pillars or in caverns, analogous to thole 
which remain in every part of the lA’ertem pc- 
nitifulA, or to tbote which man}' of us have 
lecn in Bahsr and at Ban^r&t ; bur (except a 
ftw detached idols) the only great monumetits 
of TV/rfr/dJt antiquity are a line of rampaits 
on the weft and cafl of the Cajpian. alcrtbed 
indeed by igitoraiit Muff I mans to Ya'jc'j and 
or G'flj astd that iS to the 5W- 

ibians, but mitnifriliy by a very difr 

ferent nation, in order to flop iheir predaroiy 
inroads through the palles of Citucafm* The 
Cbintjt wall w'ae built or (inilhed on a firoifar 
conftrudibij, and for a fimlkr purpofe^ by an 
Jvmperor who died only two hundred and icit 
years before the beginning of our era; and the 

M j other 
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Olhcr mnvuifU were very prubibly.cqnftruai^ 
by the cici ilumgh. Jikr many works of 

unknown or yin, they are to SECAN'oen'i 
tteit the Macf/iitnaa^ but n more anciem hero, 
fuppoicJ Ivy loine to liave been Jt i, 

relarcd, that pyramids and tijmtis Inve beeq 
ftiutid in Tutarijl nr VV^eftcni Sq/thhi^ and 
ilime rcrtiiLinw of cdifrccs in tiic lake Sm/an \ 
that veflig^ uf a dcieifcti city l>it\e been tc- 
csnrly difeovetet! by tlie near ihc 

Cafpinn i«3, aihl the Alouniain of E,*gles; and 
that gitldcj: ornameiits and irrcniils, figun;?! of 
dks and other quaJru^^ds in luetat, iveaixms of 
various kinds, and even luinlemcots for mining, 
hut miutc of oqiprr inflt^ of imti, have l>ccn 
dug up in the country uf the ; whence 

M. BAfi.i.v itucfs, with great rcaloa, the 
hi^i antujnity of that peo|)Je: but the hvgh an* 
tlquitr of til0 T/jr/^n^ anti their clUbllfhtTunt 
in that country' near four rhouiknd ycarfl ago, 
no man thiputca; we are entjuiring into their 
ancient religion and philosophy,.which neither 
ornaments of gold, nor tool* of copper, \yjli 
prove In have had an afiinity with the ri;Ugjnua 
rites and the /cieticcs of Irti/itt, The goiden 
utenlilj might puilihly have been iiibricarcd by 
the TWrjjrj thcmfch-c#t bm it Is poinblc too 
that they were carrteH from i?ewr or fmm 
CAeiSj whence occefional cmbaines were fctit 
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ra the Kings of EigUr, Towjirds the etid of 
tlic tetith ccntuiy, the; Emperor dti* 

patched an amboiljdAr to a priiice named 
Eisi*A'Kt wluch* in the TurhJ^ of Omfianu^ 
mpte^ fignilics a lion, wJio relidcd near the 
Oolden biotin tain, itt the £ime ihuioii, petbap?, 
where the E^ttiiani had been received in the 
tnhldleof theiixth ceimiry. The Cii'A^on bis 
ret lira home reported the Etglurii to be a 
grave pcoptr, ivlih fair compJcxionf, djtigent 
workmen, and iugeitious ardljccrr. not aUy 
in gold, filvcr, and iron, but in jafper und due 
RoncB ; and the Rofiums bad b^orc dclbribed 
tlictr magtiihccoc reception in a ricli palace 
adornct) with Cbiftcjt minufh&urcs: but thclc 
time$ were com para lively moJern ; and even 
if n't ^ould admit that the Efghi^\%^ who are 
laid to have been governed for a period of two 
thou (and years by an i Vrev/, or fove reign of 
their own race, were, in fome very early age, 
a literary and poldhed iiatiori, it would prove 
tiotlring in favour of the HuaSi Turn, Moagah^ 
and other fivages to the north of PeJtinf w'ho 
feem in all ages, bdbre MufiAMt^tBO, to have 
been equally (crocious and iltireraic. 

Without a£tua) infpcftioq of the mariu- 
feripts that have booi found tiear the Cafptan^ 

It w'ould be impoflibTc to give a correct opinion 
concerning them; but one of them, dcicribcd 
M 4 as 
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written on blue filky p.ipcr Jn leirerf of 
and lilv-er, not unlike HeitYVf^ wan proliaUiv a 
Tibei}<m cntnpoUtton of (he tame kind with that 
which lay near (he iburce of the hitjh^ and <jf 
which Cos.HANO, I Mieve, made the firfl: 
sccumte verfiun, Anoihert if we nuiy ju ’ge 
from the ckfeription of it, was probably modem 
Tttrhijh ; and none of them could liave been of 
grear antiqaicy. 

IV. From ancirnt monuments, therefore, wc 
hatre no prnnf that the Tarf^s were thcnafelve* 
well mil rubied, much Icfs that they inflnnflwJ 
the world; nor have wc any ilroiiger rcafoti h) 
conclude from therr gciterai manners and ehn- 
ra£lcr, that they had made an early proficiency 
in arts and fdcnces : even of poern-, the moft 
univcrfal aaeJ moft natural of the fine arts, wc 
find no genuine fpccimens aieribed to them, 
except f me horrible war-fong'!, cxprelTed in 
Ftrjtaa by At.i of Yexd, and poiFbty in- 
vcored by him. After ihc conqpt^il of ’Pe^a 
by the Afen^a/i^ their priiyrcs, indeed, eiicou- 
raged Icaniing, and even made ^flnjiiomicnl ob- 
fervations at S/T/nariasJ ; and, as* the TWr, tw- 
caitie pol.fhcd by mixing with the P^r/ansau^ 
jimhs^ though theif vey nature, as one of 
their own writers confcITes, had before ba*u 
like an iucurable di/lcmpec, and their rnitt^s 
clouded with ignorance, Ihus alfb the iv/a«- 
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fhtu monarclis of China hnvc been parrons of 
the learned and ingenious; and the Emperor 
Ti.Eiri.ojfG if he bp now living, a fino 
Lhinefe poet. In all tliffe in fiances the Tiirtar/ 
have rcfetnbicd the Kutnam \ who, before they 
had fubtiu^ Grttci^ were little better thaii 
tigers in war, and "^natn qr Syhani ta fcicncc 
and art, 

Befork I left 'Evr^^ptu I had inllfted, iiicoii> 
verfatton, that the 'Tuxuc^ tranHatcd by Major 
Davy, was neiiXr written by Taimu'ie himfdf, 
at lead not as C.£s wrote bis Commentaries, 
for one very plain realbn, Tliat no 7art^ian 
king offijs age could write at all; and in lup- 
p>rtof tpyopimori 1 had citid Juno Arassiia^h, 
who, though Judly hollilc to ilie lavage by 
wliom his native city Jiima/cut had been rijincd, 
yet ptailb his taletus and the read gx«tiieJs of 
his mind, but adds, ** He was whoUy illiterate; 
** he neither read nor wrote any thing; and lie 
f * knew noticing of Arahkk* though of Per^att-, 
» lufkijb^ and flic M^gul dialed!: he knew as 

mucli as was fnf!ici[.'nt for his purpote, wnl 
•* no more r he uied with plcafurc to hear hil^ 
** Cories read to him, and lb frequentiy heard 
** the lame book, that he was able by memoiy 
'* to correal an iiraccurate reader.” This p.il- 
fage had no cfTeil on the tnuiflaior* whom great 
;iiid learned men in htik bad alTured, it feems, 
that the work was auLhciiuc; by which he 

mcait« 
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compoied by the cop^ueror himieif: bue 
the great in this country mighl have been un¬ 
learned, or the learned might not h^'ive hceti great 
enough to an fiver any iea^gqtieftion in a man- 
net that oppofkl the declared indinatlon of a 
Bntljb inquirer; and m cither cafe, fince no 
w'itncfles arc named, fo general a reference to 
iKcm will hardly he thought conclusive evi- 
dcnce* On my part I wilt name a 
whom we all know, utid who has enough both of 
greatnefs and of learning to decide the queftion 
hnrh impariinlly and fitisfaftorily ; the Naw- 
^iib \TD£vrFiiit Jung inform^ me of hbpwii 
accord, that no man of fciife In hc- 

Itevri the work to have been compoled hy 
TAiMf'n, but that his favourite, fumamed 
Htn'pu SiiA*ii| was known to have written 
that bex^k and others afcrilud to his patron, 
after many confidential dilcourfcs witli the 
and perhaps nearly in the Prince's word;, i^s 
w'ctl as in his perion; a Aoiy which An of 
Ye/h, who atieiijed the court of TaJmo'h, 
and has given us a flowery pancgyrick inflcad 
of a liiflury, reinJf < s liighly probalde, by oon- 
ftradng (he biter part of the Ar^h 'uin account, 
and by total (Ucnce as to the literary produ^ions 
of his maflcr. It ts true, that a very ingcntoas, 
but indigenr, native, whom T^avv fuppirted, 
ha« given rhc a written memorial on the fub- 
jeft, in which he mcniioiis Tatmv'b as the 

author 
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author of two ttorks tii TuB&t&it; but tho 
croUt of hi* iiiformaricm is orcrlot by i ftwnge 
apoctyphjil floiy of a Iciog of T'etuen 'vho (jit 
vadcJ, he fays, the iwir’s dorabions, aod b 
tvhofc library the inaiuifcript was afterwards 
foutui, ai)d tTatilkted by order of firll 

minifter of TArwuVa grandfon; and Major 
Davy himfdf, before he drpyrfcd ivomBfUgaf^ 
told me, that he was grcAtly perplexed by 
fiiidiiig in a very accurate atid old copy of tlic 
Ttfajre* which he dcligned to republiih with 
coiifiderable additions, a particular accou^ 
written, unqiicdlonably, by Taimu'b of hb 
own death. No evidence, therefore, has been 
adduced to fhake my opinion, that the Moguif 
and Tartan, before ihcir conqutft of Jn^a and 
Pfrjiat were wholly unlettered; although h 
may be poffiblc that, even without art or fei- 
cuce, they had, like the both warriora 

and law-givers in their own couniiy fomc cen¬ 
turies before the birth of Cubist* 

If learning was ever aucicfitly cultivated in 
the regions to tile north of India^ the Icats of 
it, 1 have rcafon to lufpc£l, mufl have been 
Cajhghitrt Chm^ Tanftit, ar^ 

Dtlier countries of Chimje firr/wy* which lie 
between ibe thirty-fifth and forty-fifth degrees 
of northern latitude; but J foatl, in another 
Difeourfe, produce my rcafons for fuppofmg 
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tbdi thofe vtty countries were jitoplcfl hy n raen 
ollict] to the H'ndus^ or cnll^luencJ ai )ctiri by 
their’VidriTty to InJia and Chma i yet in Tanruf, 
which by Ionic I* annejccd to ’Ti&ei, and even 
among its old in habits tits, rhe Serrj, we hai'e 
110 certain accounts of uncoinmcm talents or 
great improvements; they were iamed, i[idcctlf 
for the faithful diftharge of monl duties^ for 
a paciftek dllpofitiotif and for that longcx'ity 
which i? often the reward of ptienr viriucs and 
a calm temper i hut they are faid to have been 
wholly iadifcrcut, la Ibrmcr ages, to the ele¬ 
gant arts, and even to eoramereej though 
Fadlt/i.lah had been informed, thar, near 
the clofe of the tfiiriccnth centorv, manv 
branches of natural philofophy were culti¬ 
vated m €tau*c/fewt fhcii the metropolis of 
Smcff* 

\Vb may readily twllcvc thofc who alTure 
us that lame tribes of wandering Tartars ha<! 
real Hull in applying herbs and minerals to the 
purpoics of medicme, and pretended to Ikill Jn 
magic; but tlie geocffll diaraclcf of their na¬ 
tion I«ms to have hern this: they were pm- 
felled hunters or Hlhers^ dwelling on that ac¬ 
count in force's or near great rivers^ under huts 
or rude tents, or in waggons draivji by their 

cattle from Ibrion to ftatinn; ihcT were dcji- 

^ ¥• 

frous archers, exodicne horJemeUt bold combn- 

taiits, 
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nntit &ppC3irtiig often la difbftJer Jbf the 

fake of renewing sbeir attack w ith advantage; 
drinking the milk of mares and eating the llefh 
of colta t and thus in many refpc^l^ refembUng 
the old J/ahs, but in notbbg more than m 
ihdr love of intoxicating liquorst and in no¬ 
thing leis than tti.a talle for poetry and the im¬ 
provement of their language. 

'firus has it liren proved, and, in my hum¬ 
ble opinion, beyond ooirtroverly, that the far 
greater part of yf/ia has been peopled, and im- 
memoiblly pofleffed, by three coufidcrablc na¬ 
tions, whom, for want of better names, we 
may call l^JhJuu Jrahs, and ^jrtars\ each 
of them divifletl and fubdivided into an iiid- 
tiitc number of branches, and all of them fo 
dideient in form and features, language, man- 
neri, and rcLigion, that if they (prang origi- 
nall/ fmm a common root, they mufl have 
been leparated for agest whether more than 
three primitive flocks cun be ibund, or, in 
oihcc words, wheiher the Cbitafty JapanrJe^ 
a^id Perjiam, arc ennrely Jldlnct (rom them, 
or formed by iheir intermixture, t {kill here- 
after, if your indulgence to me corttinue, di¬ 
ligently inquire. To what eouclufions thofc 
iriqutrics will lead* I cannot yer clearly dl(^ 
cent; but if they lead to irutli, we fliall not 
regret our journey through this dark region 
of ancient hJftory, In which, while wc pro¬ 
ceed 
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"ificp by and fbllbw eiwrjr glimmer¬ 
ing of certain light Aat prcfenw itfclf* we 
moft beware of thole falfe rayv and Inminoui 
wpoure which miflead ^vdters by an 

&ppcarance of water, but are fotiud, on a near 
approach, to be dcfcrtt of fand* 


l; 
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DISSERTATION VI. 


ON Tfi« 

PERSIANS. 

BEING THB SIXTH AHNIVERSAHT DlSCOHBS* 
TO THE SOCIETY FEB. ig, I?®?* 


GENTESNIEK, 

I turn with dcliglit from the vaft niotin- 
tains and harreo defert* of Ttirattf wee 
which we tiavdlcd laft year with Jio perfed 
knowledge of our courier and request ydo now 
to accompany me on a literary journey through 
one of the tnoft celebrated and moft Ijcaudfol 
countries In the world; a country, the billory 
and languages of which, both ancient and mo¬ 
dem, 1 have long attentiveTy Hudlcd, and on 
which I may without arrogance pfotntic you 
more pofiuvc information, than t could poQibly 
procure m a uatlon fodJlumtcd and (punlettered 
as the Tar/an: I mean that which Eurc^aat 
improperly call Perjiii% the name of a lingle 
province being applied to the whole Empire rf 
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fr^n, as k is corrtftly dcnominatrcl (ly the prtf-* 
lem (Ulivts oF aiid by all the Icamcd Mu/^U 
Miitii who rcfiele if» theft Britijh terfhorics. 
To give vou an idea of its largeft boundaricSi 
agreeably to my Former mode of dcftribiiig 
Indtit-, aoJ Ttu'tory^ becweca which it 

lies, let UB begin with the fource of die great 
ftrcim hupbraut, (as the Gr<sf-tr, ac- 
cording to ihcir cukom, were pJeafed m mif- 
call ihc Fyr^t) and tbciiCc ddcciid to itsmourh 
in the Green iiea, or Firfmn Coif, including 
in our tine fottic coitfidcrabicdidrifts and Towns 
on both iidca of the river; then coaftiug 
Perjta properly Ci tiamcd, and other /rd- 
man provinces, wc come lo the Delta of 
the Sittjhu ur Itulits\ whence aftonding to 
the mountain* of VaJ^ghury wo diftover its 
fountains and thofe of die down which 

we arc condufted to the which for* 

mcrly perhaps it entered, though it loft Uftit 
now"in die fands and lake* of* Ktyware^mi we 
tjcut are led from the Jfta of by die 

hanks of the Cur^ or C)^*fs, and along the 
Caucq/eafi ridges, to the fbore of the Euxiafp 
and thctiec by the ftvcral Creel^ft fcas, to the 
point, w-hcncc we took our depatture, at no 
conhdcmble diAance from the AffiHierratteanm 
We canno t h ut iiic tude t h c IjO w'c r wiihiu t his 

onttlnc, bccauft It was utiqueftionably a part 
of the Pfrjiimy if not of die old JlJlyrtm 

Empire; 
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P— for wo know -hai « wosuniltrtho 
doaSllio.. of CaiUhoosoao j »<! 
wo, find. oBcm. iha Ac 

wa; dcp«.d«m on r#o-o, Cnoo P.IAM .m- 

nlorcJ id obtriiiod foMoui, from hii Emperor 
TeutaMES, whofc n.line approaches nraieno 
TAHMu'KAap iban to that of any oilier 
Morurch. Thu* may /'"f ’ 

nobleft ifland (for fo thoGwi and jhe ajrrdj 

would hsTO called it), or at leaft as the noble I 
penmfuU. o.t this habitable glote; a^ -f M. 
BAttsv had fiaod on it as the Atlatnis at 
Plato, he mighi ba»c fupported lus opnnm 
with far flronger arguments than any tltil he 
has adduced in fjtvour of AlfW Zttnbla. if tho 
accourn, indeed, of the Atlanics be not pure y 
an Feyfftiati or an Vtefian fcbic, 1 JhoviW 
k more inclined to place tl«m in Iran, than 
ill any region with which I ani acquainted. 

It may fceni ftrange, that the ancient hiftoiy 
of fo didii'gnintcd an Empire Ihoukllieyet fo 
impcffcalv known; but very fatisfadoiy rcaloua 
niav he afligticd for our ignorance of it : 
principal of ihcm arc, the fupcrficial knowledge 
of the Creeii and Jewx. and ihc lof» 
archives or hiftoHeal compofiiions. 

Cwiaa writers, before XbnopH'N* 
acquaintance with 

accounts of it are w holly fabulous, F™* 

too extravagant to be fenoufiy taaintaiuec 
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their conncfllon with it in war or peace haJj 
itjdeetJ, been gpucrally confiticd lu bordering 
ftingdoTTiSi Wider fendatoiy princes ■ and the 
firft Prrjiun Emperor wliofc life and charafler 
they feem 10 have known w-iih tolerable ac* 
curacy^ was the great Ctecs^ whotn 1 caK^ 
wiLhoui frar of cijntradi£lion» Caiehoseav » 
for I fhall dien only doubt thatThcK-KosaAtrof 
Fihdausi" was ihcCviit’s of the firil Grer-t 
hiflorian, and the Hero of the oWcIl political 
and motd romance, when 1 doubt that Loots 
Quatoree Jnd Lewis the Feart£eitib tiverc 
one arid the fame Frtnrh King : it ia utterly 
incredible, that two different Princes of Verfa 
(hould each have been hotn in 3^ foreign 3 iia 
hoff do terntory ; fhoolJ each have been doomed 
to death in bis tnfiocy by his maternal grand¬ 
father, ill confccjiienco of portentous drewits, 
real or invented; Ihould each have lieeu 
favedbv the remorfe of his deftined munlercr; 
and Ihould each, after a fimilar education 
among hcrdfnjcnt as the fon of a hcitlfman, 
have fbutid means to revlfft his paternal king¬ 
dom, and have delivered k, alter a long and 
triumphant war, fiom the tyrant who had 
Invaded It t fhould have reilored it to the lum- 
mk of power aad magnificence* Whether fb 
romantic a ftory, which is the lubjcdl of an 
Bpic Poem as majeftick and entire as the Iliad, 


oji riTE PERSIANS. 


^19 

l>e hifhwicajlv true, we tnnv ftel p^rTiSfis an 

hicUfidtmtt in tJowbr t butitcanm^t with reafon 

be dtsiUd, tiwt ihe outline of it W a 

fingie Hero, whom the converfing 

witli ihc Father of £frrs^/n7 hifiory, defciibcil 
according to ihcir popular traditions by his true 
name, which the Gt€(i alphabet CtiuTd lu't 
prefs; nbr will a difference of names affciLl the 
queflion j fsiice the Grfoii had little regard for 
truth, wfilch they facrihced willingly to the 
graces of their languagie, and the nicety of 
Ihcir cars; and* if they could render foreign 
Words melodious* they were never folicltouS 
to make them cxai!l, Ilcncc they prohibly 
fivrmed CambVses frtm CA'-MHAKitsJJ, or 
^ ratherthon a name; 3ltd 

^Cea^tES from Sui'stf'yi. a Prince and War- 
rtor in the .^ha&atrmaA, or from tJfti 
which might ulfb have been a tiilc; for the 
j^aikk I’rinccs have conftanily afilimed new 
titles or epithets at dilfercut periods of their 
livc 5 , or on diticrent occafionst a culiom* 
which wc liave feen prevalent in onrow-n times 
Ijoth in Iran and and wbteh Iws 

betn a fource of great confulion even in the 
fcriprural accounts of lUbylmitin occurrences. 
BoihGrw*ff an JJew's have, in jadl, acc^immodated 
PcrEnn tiatnes to their own articulauon; awl 
boili feern to have dirregarded the aativt htcra- 

K a 
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ttire of without wblcli they could at moTt 
attain a general and jnipcrfofl ktiowkclgc of the 
couiitrv* As to die Vtrfam ibemfdves, who 
were contemporary with the and Greth^ 

they mtift have h«n acquainted with the hil- 
torv of their owu times, and with the iradi- 
tioiia) accounts of part ages; but» for a realbn 
which will prcfcntly apjKiar, they chofc to con- 
liderCAVii'MEttS as the founder of their em¬ 
pire; and, in the nurocrausdifllraiSmns which 
tollowcd the oyerthrow* of DA'a^'t cfpecially 
ill the great rcvoloth'n on the defeat of 
mail, their civil hilWics were loft, as thofr 
of have unhappily becii, from the rolici- 
tndeof the priefts, the only dcpofirancs of their 
learning, to prefci'Vc their hoolts of bw aud 
religiyjrat the expence of all others: hence it 
has happened, that nothing remains of genuino 
Perftan hiftory before the dynafty of Sa sa's, 
except a few ruftick traditbns and fibtcs, which 
fornifhed materials for the SbihtutmaK and 
which are fliH foppfed to cxift in (h^Pahta^ii 
language. The aimaU of the or 

Tien race muft he confidered as dark and fabu- 
]i)u$-; and thole of the Cayiini familyt or the 
Mtiti and Ptrfmu as heroick and poetical; 
thougli the lunar eclipfcs, faid to be mcmiontid 
by pTOJ.EMV, hx the time of Gusutasp, the 
Prince bv w hom Zexa'tusiit was protcflcd. 
Of the Parlhum Kings dcfcciidcd from ArsH ac 
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or Ass ACES, we know luile more itian the 
pames; b«t the Sd/m io long sum ter- 

courlc with the hm^ton of 

//Vm, that the period of thcif domioK>u may 

he cJlcd sa hiftorical age- ^ , 

,s .n.mpm.g » .!» b^n"'«g 

of ihe ytj^rum £«!««. w« »« 

i„ » ihoutini iiitonce. by «"«’ "■ 

chroniogrrsl th.l th. firft f’’ 

L rirft oon.5-y after .he 

hu own calculaiions to eittod i. farther bak 
L fever, hundred and ninety yeaa Wbrt 
Cr..aT“iea=d part of the old fvftem and 
J^’ehe reft of It; ewclodmg. that the 

^n'on Mouarchs began to leigu 

plll^ing ager. BOt— ^ J “ 

Ln divided Into feverf (""y ”‘',L"ro 

noto^ pmnrt natural duration to the leigna 

ir.ievun' fi/b.a«io^ 

add mnte than ” „„aceountaldy 

n T“r; MrS' A"""”' '■'“r' 

flrang^, ihsU ' 5 „ although (he 

, regular rounawhy^-- W . 


OS THE 


iSs 

kiiigxloii) of had jutt preteniioiift to very 

high aiu^uity; alth(jtjgh ihc Ciiftej^ iix the 
cttitiiry before our era hud. made ap* 
preaches ai Jcall to the prelciic form pF their 
extenfive domioionS! md al bough vve ca,!i 
hardly fupp>f« the fir^ Indi^ Monarch^ to 
have rcigticd kfs than thrw thouiind ycara ago; 
vet tbCiHioft delightful* the mofl com-i 

rhe moft dditablc country of them all, 
tbouSJ have remained tor fo many ages wi-t 
fctilcd and difimited- fortunarc diicovery, 
for which i was hrft ijnkhted to h.li'a 
HysAty, one tif the nioft iiitel- 
li^ac in h^is nt Once dHTtpaiotl 

the cloud, andcaft-syglt^m of light on the prl- 
ntcval hldofy off ir\M\ and of the human riicc, 
of which 1 long dclJwircJ, and which 
could hardly have dawned from any other 
quarter^ 

Tna rare and iatereAing tma on twelve dif¬ 
fer <;p if relijrumf, entitled 'Tht jy&hljUtn^ and 
com ^ ^fed by a A/#A!Wu//i[r4/iw trivcller, a native 
m L^wiVi named ^)oHSA^, butdilbiaguiJhcd 
by the aflumed furnamc of Fa'ni'* or Pertjb- 
begins with p woiidcrfully cufimis chapter 
oii rhe religion of HiTsHAya, which was lo-ig 
anterior to that of ZEiA'TifsuT, but had am- 
timted tolw: fcctetly profefled hy many learned 
Perjian^ even to the author's time; and fevcral 
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ef ,hc moil OTinct <if them, di&urins m 
™„y iron, the C-*-,, ,nd perfecuttJ by 
the ruliBg potvm cf thrir countty. had 

tired to fcitfo, tvhtre they compiled a ntmbor 
of looks, nowotremely force, who* MoB- 
SAH had penifcd, and with the wnters of 
which, or mth many of *001, he hirf coii- 
inaed an intiinate friendflnp. 

Icatoed, that a powerful monarchy bad ^ 

oflahlilhed for agea in Wo, 

of Cato'MKKS ; that « was called the. y 

ayy dynafty, for a reafon which 

mentiotied ; and that many Ftloc^ of wh<» 

feven or eight only arc named 

and among them MAliaol., or M**'* 

had railed their Empire to die aeintli ot humu 

dory. Tf evidctjcc, ^^htch 

fo me appears mtcxcepnanableg the 

Monarchy tnuft have Ucn t 0 which 

world; but it wiU rcm.m dubmus, to w^ch 

of the three aocki. Hmkr Arah^^ « ^ 
the fifft Kings of 

tlier they fpraug from 1 fourth me ' 

-d thefeategne^ 

which wo Ihall be able, I imagine, to aijl"" 
Sely when we have carefiiHy iii.i«i«d into 

Thf to^g« a"^ “ ‘ d 

f^y W incidentally inrc die atts and 
fcienccfi» of the ancient 

N * 
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L Is the new anJ important ncmarks which 
I am gttiiig to offer on the ancient Jjioguagfi* 
and clwradcTS of SrUn-t J am lenlihle. that you 
muft gii/cme credit for many affcrtipiis* which 
on this occaffon it is impoiUhlc to prove; for I 
fhouhl ill deierve your indulgent aLtcotbiir If I 
were to abiife it by repeating a dry lift of <k- 
cached words* and prefrntiug you with a voca* 
hubry inffeai! of a diflcftation ; hut, lincc I 
Iiavc no fyAetn to maititain, and have not Ivd^ 
ftTcd imaglmtion to dchnic my judgement t 
fiiicc i have habimated jnvielf to Ibrm opinioji} 
of men and things from cviJeucc, whidt t* 
the only folid bafis of civil, as eEperimnii is.of 
natural, knotvledge; and fince I have maturely 
cojifidered the queflions which I mran to dif- 
cufs i you will not, I am perluadcd, lufpcci 
rov tdlitnuny, or think iltat I go too far, whc« 

J .tllorc you, that I will.’fiert nothing poJltrvcJy, 
which i am not able fattsfi^lorily to dctiHwi- 
llr.uc When MuiiAMMEt> was born, and 
Anu'shi'jiava'n, wh in he calls tliL* Ju/l 
Kfr.£, Jit on the throne of Pci^a^ two lan¬ 
guages appear to have been generally prevalent 
in the great Empire of fr^\ft: that of the Court, 
thence named Drn', which u"** only a refined 
and tlogtut dideft of the Ptin), fb called fiom 
the province of r ltich Sivrjs ts now the capi¬ 
tal ; and that of the Learned, in which nioft 

,tw.'ks 
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botiks were compofcd^ and which had ihc natoe 
of Pa&Iiiv\ either from the Uerttet who fpokc 
ic til firmer times, nr from Fahiu, 

land, which mduded, wearetold* 

lldcraWe ciries of /I'-J*. The nnlcr didea* of 
both were, and I believe ftiU ’Ate, fpoken by 
the rufticksin fcveral pnivlnces; aud m many 
of them, as Zabul. Sipn, and others, 

didba idioms were vcmacolar, as it happns 
in every kingdom of great esteut, ^ « « 
the Pdrjlaiid a very ancicni and ah- 

ftnife tongue was kuotvn to the priefb and 
Fhilofophcrs, cdled the of Ztnd^ 

becaufe a book on religions and mo^l duties, 
which they held 6crcd, and which bore 
name, had been %vri«en in « : while the 

or Comment on chat work, was com- 
pofed in Pni/M as a more popular idiom; but 
rieamed follower of named 

Uaiimah. who Uicly died at wWe 

he had lived with me as a Ptrf^ . 

Pwphci's hook wore po^ly 

,nS,vilerU, and tlie 

» <ht old .W4'a and pooms of I/*"'''"'' j 
prelied in Rmid: letters. Ift ^ 

compliance with cullom, g'le le ^ ^ 
Zc,j to the facreJ langoaje of PwM mrti 1 we 

tAU 
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can find, as we fhflU vtry form, a fitfcr appel* 
kcion for it. The ZffrJ and the old Piiitlervi 
aie almoin extinct in/ t;)/) ; tbf aiocing fix or 
levcn thou&'d Gdiirs who rcTidc chiefly at 
TrsJt and in GrtnUn there arc very few tvJio 
can icail PaA/avit and icarce any who even 
boa ft- of knowing the Z^ft^ i w'hilc the Pirr/i, 
which Temaitis aJmolL pure in tli,r S/Ht6namahi 
has now become, by the iiitcrniixturc of num¬ 
ber words, and many ImpcrccptiMe 

changes, a new tanguage, exquilirely judithcd 
tiyaieriesor fine writers in piofc and verle, 
aiid analogous to the difieretit idioms, gradmiliy 
fbrtned in Ettrofit after the fiihvcrfion of the 
Roman Empire: but with modern PerjJantvre 
have no cmicern in our prefciit enquiry, which 
1 confine to the ^ea that preceded ‘7/>e 
mfilan oonqueAv 

liAViMc twice read the works of FianAirsi 
with great attentlan, finee i applied myfclf 
lo the fi^dy of uiil Indian Htemturc, I can 
afiiire you, with eonfideikce, thin htmdreds 
of Pa^j) riouiu are pure Sanjcf/ft w*ifh no 
other change than fucK as mjy be obfermi 
in the numerous CEtJ!ba\ or vernacular dit- 
lo^, of India \ that veiy tniny imperatives 
are the moU of Smijirit verbs ; and that even 
the moods and renfoi of the Prr^nn veib fiili- 
fiantive, which is tfte ttiiV*-:! of nil the fell", 
am dedttcihlc from the Sm/crit by an csify an<i 

dear 
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clear siialogv. WemayhcTice conclude, 
the Pirii wja deriml. rhe vsnrnia lMdi.w 
aiakas, from the language of the Hriihmami 
andl muft add, that m the pure F^rjSaa I t»id 
no trace of any j'lraihn tongue, except wim 
pTQCccxJc'J from the known btcrcourfc between 
the Pirfms nnd Jrabi, erpecially b the time 
of Bahra'm. who was educated b 
whole Jirdkk Tcrlcs are ftlll eitant, togcihcr 
with hh heroick Ibc in Deri, which many 
fuppofe to be the fitft Utteiopt at Ptr/an vcrli- 
fication b metre. But, without hav¬ 

ing recourfc to other argumentJ, the minpafimn 
ftvords, in which the genius of the Per/.a» 
delights, and which that ot (he Arahtci ab- 
hors, is a dccifive proof, that the Fonl fprang 
from an and not from an Arahmn flock. 

ConfidcrinjlanguagcJ as mere irvftnimcnu ^ 
knowledge, atn! liavingftnmg reafoit to doubt the 
cxitleAce of genuine hoak&inTheZrtt^oiFam^ 

(crpceiallyimcc the \veJ!-informetlautlinrof‘Joe 

Dahij}.mMrmi the work of Z' BA^traKT (O 
have been lofl, and iw place fupphed by a re* 
pent compUmiofl), I Jiad no induccmciit, though 
lhad ao opportunity, to learn what remains o 
ihofc andem languages; but I ofwi 
on them with my friend fiAiraiAK, and both of 
us were convbccd, after full cotilidcratmtj, 
that the Zend biro a flrong rdemtUnce tn SmJ- 
*t 7 /, and the P-i;jfr4rc) to Andici. He bad at 
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my n«}Ucft twjiflatcii into Pai^iivl the fijic «i- 
Icripbaiit e^ibitetl in tlic Gu^^iin., on thcHladciti 
of ; and I hnd chc parienc^; to read theltll 

at'words from the in the Appendix lo 

(be FtirlMifigiJtijsTigsr!, This examination gave 
me perfcA convii^joii, that the P^iavi was a 
dialed of the Cba/Jakt : anJ of thia cutious 
Jafl 1 will exhibit a fiiort proof. 

Bit the nature of ilie Chaidejn tongue mort 
words ended in thefirft Jong vowcUike /Zvfn/d, 
Heaven; and that very word* utiahrrcd in a fmgle 
letter, we find iu the Paundi together wiih a), 
night, w^d^tt-atcr, w/rd, tire, matrity laiii, and a 
mulritude of oiliers, all Mrabick or J-hkrtWy 
witli ^Cbald^ait rermination. So awmBr, by a 
bcauriful metaphor from pntnhtg irtes, means 
iu Hebrew ^eontpeft Vff fes\ and tirence, by an 
ealy tnuifttion, to yewf them: and in Pahlav'ty 
wc fee the verb zatnmnheni ‘to pngt tvith its 
forms f fing, and ^amruHtdy be 

faqgt the verbal termifKitinus of the Ptrfim 
faeurc added to the Ch^Jdaick root. Now all 
thole words att integral parts of the UngUftgr* 
itot aiivcntitiaus to it, like the Avidick nouns 
and verbeli engrafted on modertt Ptr^am t and 
rhisdilUitflioji convinces me, that the dblcet 
rtf the tvTdch (hey pretend to be that of 

ZaBViesifT, and t>f which Baiiman gave 
nir a variety of ^viittcn ipccimcos, is a btc 

lt)vrnticiri 


oti THE PERSIA?!*. 


t?9 


invention of (heir Friefts* or fubrwjucnt « 
Icaft to the Mn/fiftMn iitvafion- For, although 
it mar be polTible. that a few of ihcir liicrcd 
books were preici'vcJ, as be ufed to aueti, iti 
iheers of lead or copper at tlie bottom of ivella, 
near 7'e^t/, yet as the conqueroi^ had 
onlv a fpiriiual but a political iotcreft In 
pc/lcciittii* a warlike* robtifl* and indignant 
race of irr^iicileahkcoiiqucrcil fobjcas.a h«g 
ttiiic mutl have elapfcd before the biddcit 
fcripturcs wuli have been Mly brought to 
light; and few who emtid perfccUy unJer- 
ftaiid them, muft then have remained: but. as 
they continued to profelsamong ihcmfrlvcs me 
rdidon of their fotefithcrf. k beca^ expe¬ 
dient for the to fupply the lofi or roua- 

laicd works of their Icgiflator by new aimpo- 

[itbnii, partlv fmm *hcir iin[icrfc3 rccoIkSion, 
and mrtly fr^lkch moral ami religious know¬ 
ledge as they gleaned, moft probibly, among 
th/cMyfw«j, witli whom tlicT 
courl'e. One rule we may fairly eflablifc tn 
deciding the queftion. Whether the books of 
the modern G.rirx were anterior to the nivafitm 
of the Mi ? When an JrM noun occurs 
in them, changed only by the fpirit of the 
Chafdf^iit idiom# as wrrfd for W, a roc, 
for d/M. ^ I 

ri^, W. =«y 3>lo» » h.« 
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Pabiav) ; but wbco we meet with verbal neuitd 
or luhjutjVGs tvidendy formeU by the rule> of 
Arabian gramroari W’C may be Hireit ^hat the 
phrafec ill which they occur are ctii'npara-> 
rtiively modem; and not a (irlgfe fr.illage 
which Bahmas produced from the bcok& of 
hi:* Fclrgioo would abide this tcfl. 

We come now to the language of the Zend, 
And IxTc ! tnutl tmparc a ditcovefy which 1 
lately made, and from %vbich we may draw the 
moft intcrefting confcijucnccs. M, AHQyETtL, 
who had the merit of undertaking a voyage to 
in ills carilell youib, with no ocher 
view than to recover the writings of Zs- 
AA'TVfHTf and who would have acquired a 
brilliant reputation in France, if he had not 
lullicd it by his tnimodenaie vanity and viru> 
Jetice of reraper* which aHcnated the good^ 
will even of his own coutittymen, has ca* 
hibttcd in his Work» entitled Zemiav^df two 
vocabularies in Zend and Fabbavit uditclt he 
had found in an approved. coUeftion of Rtrst^dyat^ 
or Tradiffoital Pt/m, In modern Ptrji^n, Of 
iiis Fabl^no mote needs be tald^ dim that it 
ftrongly confirms roy opinkm concerning the 
Cbaidatck origin of that language t but when 
J perufed the Zfftd glujlary, iFwas inc^preflibly 
furprited to find* that fix or feven words In icn 
were pure and even Ibme of their in- 

dexioits 


ON THE EESlStAHS. 


Ijjl 


flexions formed by the mles of tHe yj^acarait ; 
as the genitive pbral of fttjm'sd. 

Now M. A^rtlSTETU- EDoft certainly, *nd tUe 
Prtjtsn compiler mofl ptobAbly, had no know¬ 
ledge of SoTi/crU i and could nor, thcicfo^ 
have invented a lili of Satijcrit words; it Is, 
therefore, an autbentick lift of Zeif^ words 
which bail been prelcrved in books or by tra¬ 
dition ; and it follows, ih'J the Unguage of the 
jg.Ww as at Icaft a dialed of the San/ertt^ ap¬ 
proaching perbnpi as newly to it as iht Pr itr/f^ 
or other popular idioms, which we know lo 
have been fpoken in two thouiknd yearn 


ago- „ 

Feo 5< all ihcfe facts il is a occcflvry con¬ 
fer iience, tbai the oldcft difcovorablc languages® 
of were C/vjA^n’f and i-nj/iTif t and 

that, svhen they had ccafod to be vernacular, 
the Pa/tiavl^^ Ze/tdwete deduced fmm them 
refpefilively ; and the Putti either trom the 
or immediately from the dialect of rt« 
BiviA/tfjtar.’ but dl bad, perhaps, a miature of 
7(tnari:tfi ; for tbs beft lexicognpheir afi-rt, 
that iiomberlcfs ss'ords in nudent P^ffian are 
taken from the language of lite OMm.-riaiUy or 
the Tartarrof : fo that the tbrei fo- 

rodies, whofe liiiea^e we have exammed in 
former Difeourfe, l.«l 1«> vifible ««.» of 
thcmfelm ill fr.ii., long before ^ Torttri 
and Ms had ruford fwm their deferts, and 
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returned JO tbttt very country from wliich itf 
all probability they oiigiuaJly pnx:r<!dcd, and 
which the HinJttj bad nkindori^ In an earlier 
age, with pofirive commands from their Ic- 
giflator.4 to rcviJlt it no more. 

I CLOSE this head witl> obtcM% ing, that no f«p- 
pofiiicm of a mere political or conirncrciol inicr« 
courie between t he di liferent nation swill account 
for the Satjfi:nt and Cbaidahk words which we 
find In the old tongues t becaufe rheyarcp 

in rlie firft place, too numerous to ha^'c been in¬ 
troduced by Inch means, a»id, lecoudiy, are not 
the names of exottek antmabi commodities, or 
arts, but thofc of material elements, parts of 
the body, natural ol^oftsand tefations, aifccltnns 
of the mind, and other ideas common to the 
w’hck nee of man. 

Ip a nation of Hmdut% it may be urgwJ, 
ever poflefied or governed ihccountiy^ of Ir^n^ 
we Ihould find in the very ancient ruins of the 
temple or place now called the 7hr^ne 
Je-mshi o, iome lulcripiions in or 

at Icsft in the charaflers on the ftoncs at 
phantSf where tlic fculptvre b unquefrioriahly 
Indian^ or in thofb on the of Fi itu'z 
SnA^ii, which exid in the heart of India % aod 
fuch iuferiptians we probably Ihould have 
found, if that edifice had not been credled after 
the roigratioo of the Brnh/nam from Jrhn, and 

the 
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the violcuc fchiim in tlie Pifjian reDgioit, of 
which we Oiall prd^tljr fpenk: fbr, although 
the popular name of the building it Ipakhr^ or 
Ferjfepoitti be no ccrtiiii proof ihat it was 
railed in the time of Jeushi'o, yet fueb a faft 
might cafily hive been prelerved by traditioti; 
uul we Ihilt l<Kin hive ibundint evidence, that 
the temple wig pofterior to the reign of the 
Ui/iiitt Muiiircbs. The gfprfjrst indeed, which 
arc reprelwted with the figures in procclTiont 
might induce a render of the SbSnAmah to be¬ 
lieve, that the Iculptures related to the new 
fiith introduced by Zera'cvsht; but as a 
cyprefs h a beautiful umametti, and as nraany of 
the figures appear incojiliflent with the re¬ 
formed adoration of hre, we muA have recoude 
to Wronger proofs, that the Taihfi Jeatshi'o 
was ere£ted after Cayi/'mejis, The building 
has lately been viltced, and the charaflcrs on k 
examined, by Mr, FaANKEiK; from whom 
we learn, that NtEBVHit has deliiteatcd them 
w-ith great accuracy: but without fuch tefll- 
mony 1 fhould have lufpeAcd the correAnefs of 
the dclincarioQ; bccaufe the Dunijh traveller 
has exhibited two uilcriptious in modem 
and one of them from the ikme place, 
which catuiot have been exaftly tranfertbed. 
They are very elegant verfes of NfXA'Mi'and 
SAi>i% M the humam y but 

lo ill engraved, or lb ill ct^ied, that if 1 bad 
O not 
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tipt had them nearly by art, I fcould imr 
Iwvc been able to read them; and M. Rotrt- 
sEAtJ of Js/aifdn^ who tranfktcti them with 
inaccuracy, mull have been de¬ 
ceived by the bftdncfaof the copy, or be never 
would have created a twnr King Wakam, by 
forming cnie word of Jim, and the particle 
prefixed to It. AlTumlng, however, that w'c 
may rfsloii as cotictunvcl'y on the chataclers 
publifted by NiEnmtR sis we might on the 
monuincnrt tiicmfclves, were they now before 
us, W'Cmay begin witlioblcrving, os Chaedik 
had ohfervcci on ilic very that they bear 
norefemLilaiicc wliatcver to the letters uied by 
thcOitMiDtlicir copies of the i^fnJidy. Thi* 
I once urged, in an amicable debate w'ith 
Bauman, as a pvoot, that the Zfftd letters 
were a modern tnvemion; but he feemed to 
hear roc without Jurprdl-: ami infiilcd that the 
letterfi to which 1 alluded, and which he had 
often fefln, were tnonumental cliarajScrs nevef 
in books, and intduded either to conceal 
/brae religious myfterics from the vulgar, or to 
dilplay the art t>f the Sculptor, like the crohd- 
hlhcd C/^jci and Nagari in Irvcral Aralrutn and 
Jndtaa monuments. He wondered, that any 
man could jertouny doubt the ant^ulty of the 
Piihtuc) Jcttci^t and, tn truth, the inferjptioti 
hebltid the horie of Rujiamt which NisstmE 

has 
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hilsald) given is apparciuly P<7/7/jrv), aud 
mighc u ith (bme psiiis be dccypbercd Tbat 
diara^er was extretndy rude, and (ecms 10 
have been wrirtcni like tire RonijR and tbo 
m a variety of luiidi ; for I rcnicm- 
tier to have examined a rare eollei£lioit of old 
Ttrftan coins in die Muieum of the great Ana- 
fcomift W)LLiAi^( Hvntub, ami though T l>c^ 
Jicv'c the Icgnjds to be Pfli/ut'i, anti li-d no 
doubt that they were coins of Vttrtb 'mi 
yel, T could not read die infer options without 
wading more time than Ibad then at com¬ 
mand, in comparing the letters, and afgertaining 
the pTppordous In which they Icvcrally oc¬ 
curred. The grofs P^A/avlt was improve.! by 
Zkh .A'TuatiT, or hb difciplcf, into an cL-gaiic 
iiiul pcffplcuouscharailer, in which iht ZtttJj' 
vt^a Wili copied; and both w’crc wniicn from 
ihc right hand to die left like other 
alphaliets, for they arc manifcdly lujth of 
iiean origin ; but the Zend has the fingular ad- 
vaotage of cxjircfling all die lung and l!horr 
vowels, bvdillmd imrki, tti the Inxly of each 
word, aiui all the word# arc difluiguilbcd by 
full-poinrs between them; fo that if mwlcrn 
PttJiitTi wchc uumixed with it might 

liewTirfen tn Zend wrjth the grc^iceiV cmive- 
rnence, as anyone may perceive bv conyiiig in 
that charaftcr a fbw' pages ot the $}dndmab^ 
O i 
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As to the uuknon'Ji mfcrtpttoii^ in (he palace of 
JnMsH/o, it may rc^lbnably be doubtral, 
whethcf they contra a fy/lem of Urtcra ^vhich 
any nation ever adopted. In /vr of them, the 
letters, which arc leparated by poitjca, may be 
deduced to forty^ at Icaft f can diilmgutfh no 
more e/leiitially di^etcnr; and they all lecoi to 
be regular vanations and compolttioii$ of a 
Hraight line and nn angular figure tike the head 
of a janiit), of a leaf (to ntc the language of 
h<trath(ls) btarUA aaJ ianced^ Many of the 
hunkk tetters appear to have been fomicd of 
limilar elements t and it has been ohfen'cd, 
that the writings at ^frftpdis bear a Hrong 
relcmbtance to that which the Irijh call Ogbcm, 
llie ivord in Hanfi'rit, means f/njerhus 

knvtvkdgt t blit 1 dare not affirm, that the two 
words had a common oiigjji ; and nnly mean 
to fijggeil, that if the channHers in qucflioii 
be really alphaltetical, they were probably (ecret 
and facerdotal j ora mere cypher, [jcrhaps^ of 
which the prieAs only had a key. They 
might, I imagine, be dccyphcfcJ, if the lan¬ 
guage were certainly kiioivn; bur in alt the 
other iiLfcnpTiDn> of the lame fort, the cha- 
niAers arc too complex, and the vnriarions of 
them toonumronjs, to admit an opinion, that 
they could be Q'mhob of aiticubte Ibund j for 
rveM the ) fyfleni, which has more difHhifl 

letters 
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letters thnn an/ knoim alphnbet, cmilifla onlj 
of forty-nine flmplc characters, cm) of which 
are mere fuhftitntion^, aiut four of hirie nfo in 
Smferit^ or in any other lan^agc; whiSeihe 
more cotnplicaceJ figures, exhibited by Nif- 
BUitH, muft be as mnnerous at lenfil as the 
Chinf/t keys, which arc the llgns of ideas only, 
and fomc of which refomhle the old Pcrjitm 
letters at ijiathrt the patii^ traveller was con¬ 
vinced, from his own obfcrvatioii, that tijcy 
tverc written from the left hand, like all the 
charafters ufed hy HfWxf uatioiis. Bui 1 muft 
leave this dark fobjtyJl, which 1 cannot illu- 
fninate, with a remark formerly made by my- 
felf, that the lijuare Chahiaick Icrters, a few of 
which are found in thp Perjian ruins, appear to 
Ik VC been originally the iamc with the iJrt-'j*- 
nii^^r\ before the latter were eodofed, as we 
now fTC them, in angular frames. 

II, The primeval teli^on of frJif, if w*e rely 
on the authorities atlduccd by Mohsaki 
was that svhich Newto?! calls the oldefl (and 
it may Jnftly be called the noblcll) of all reli¬ 
gions; “ a firm belief that one Suprcnip Con 
** made the world by his power, iind con- 
** tinually governed ii by his providett'-c; 4 
♦♦ pious fear, love, atid adoratiun of him t a 
** due reverence for parents and aged pcrfoii^ ; 
** a fr'.rcrtud affi^ifui for the whtle humoii 
t' rpeffos; and a compflionatc tcndenitft even 
O 5 " for 
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fyr rhc brute qnration.” A fyflcm of Jevo- 
rtoii fh ptirc aiiJ fublirnc Cfuld Hardly, amiing 
mnTt.di, ^ df |oiig deration; ajiid ive Jeam 
from Tbf that the popular worfhip of 

the ! yia:.ct Hu's^AKf;, tyas pgrel/ 

Sii^tdn ; a tybrd of which 1 carrot offer any 
c^rtaiit etymology, hut which has beeti dcdiiced 
hr grammanaiis fr^m a %7, and pni?ii- 
l^rl^ thz f)b^ fj' or the eey^<W hqdjts, 

in the adunitioii of wlbich the Sahittn rituiil is 
Iw-IiVved to Hape C 9 ni|i/|ed. Tliv-fp isji deferip- 
fi«n m the leariied work Jufl mcti(toned of t!ic 
levt!rtJ'/»i-j'tj|it twiililes*dedicated to the fpo aiiJ 
pl.rt'tr^i jif adorevi th them, and of 

the magnifictti?, |il^)ce^rt ns to them uzi pre- 
fc'jhrtf fcfltvah, <ih>'^ whii;h is liftilwMy rc- 
prr f-nted bir fctiTpAire'hi fhe niind chy of 
J r M >w j fl Ltr ih'e plancfary iror fh ip' jf i P/rJi4, 

ftetiiy otfly' a part of a far more C9lnpl]c^a^cd 
rc!i|itm yyl.’ch we nbw' fiud oi theff 
provinces j for MdijkAK ajjTuries us, fh.it* in 
the opihipn of>hc;be(^'?tirprmej'''Py^^^ wim 
profefli'.d , He ^itJif’ot HtflsifjiKrtj dmitiguifhpd 
from fhoT ff Z^KA';rmHT, the fifft mofwch 
of Piid ijid Ilf the IVhole c^trth avas .VlAttA'aifi>» 
a word^^. uho divided the 

p ople mtod'tmr orc^r . the re/jf/otf;, the nw//- 
Arry. the fonihierciulf and lo, which 

he afiigned names upc^uedionahty the fame in 
thetf 'Origin iv'ith Uiofe ouw* applied to the four 

priinar/ 
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primaiy dAtfcs of iht Tiinififi. Tlipy atlilcil, 
thnr he received from the Crwror. and promul- 
garotlamoiit^men, ttf/tiTed imk m a hfovtnijf tan~ 
^uagf-, ro which the Mufdtitan a\ithor ^ves rhe 
^raiick title of Dejiftk, or Rcgi;tarbn$, bur the 
ortgitial name of w'hich he has not meDtloftcd; 
-and thatJUurfttfi MAiiA'sA'ns had appeared or 
w'ould appear in hiimnii fliapcs for the govem- 
nicut of lilts world. Now when we know tlvst 
the flindus believe In fbttrteai Mexv*?, or cc- 
IdRh) peffhtiages with fimilar funfltonl, the 
firft of whom left a book of re^ff/,i/ww+ or dhiae 
ardiittitidis^ which they hold equal to the 
and the language of which they l^cUcve to 
tliai of the Gods, ive can hatdjy Jouht^ that 
the firrt corruption of the pureft atid oldcft re* 
Ninon was the fvftein of InJIait rhcoloev iu' 
vented by the Brahmttmi and pre\'aleiit iu ihofc 
territories where the book of or 

MetO/, is at this hour the ilandard of all rcUgious 
and morat duties. The acceflion of Cav'umeis 
to the throne of Firjfa, in the eighth or njiiUi 
Century before Cxiais'r, jeen^ to have been 
accompattied by a cotifiderablc revolution botli 
in ^vernment and religion. Me was moft pm- 
bablyol a diftcrent race from the 
who preceded him, and Ixgm-pCrtiaps the new 
fyHem ofnational ftith w hich 1 lu'sH.vNrM whole 
panic it bears, completed j but the refanuation 
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was p^rtirtl; for, wliHe they pcjoJ^cd the eoni- 
plcx poIytUcifm of fheir predeceflbrs, they n> 
tatncH the Inu-s of ^!AHA'BA'D with a fuperjli- 
ibus veneration fur the fmt, the planets, arifl 
fire; thus refnnhiijig tb? Hiwfu (c£tE calji;^ 
Saur'tis a: 1(1 S' gtiJcas the fecoud of which is 
very num>^rot]s at Banareu where many i^«i- 
arc coutmually hlazmg; and where the 
Sagn/catt when they enter pri their lacerdotal 
o/Sce, kindle, with two pieces of the Iwrd 
wood Sfftfri, a fire which they keep lighted 
through their Jives for their nuptial ccrcmanr, 
the performance of folemn facrlficcs, the oblc- 
quits of departed anctHors, and their own fu¬ 
neral pile* This remarJuhlc rite was cpnti¬ 
nned by ZEnATi-sUT ; who reformed (he old 
reJigion by the addition of genii, or angels, pro- 
(iding over niontlis and days; of new ceremo- 
qjc* in tiie veticracinrt focwjt to fire: of a nety 
work which be pretended to have rectived from 
heaven; and, above all, hv eftahUfliiiig the ac¬ 
tual adotarioa of One Supreme Being. He \v^s 
born, accoiding to Mousav, in thediffrlft pf 
and it was be, not, as AM.viiATrv*s aflerts, 
his proteclor GysHTAse, who traveUed into 
Indifft that he might receive infbmiation from 
the BrU^-tnans in thcoJogy and cihick,^. Tt is 
Lmely pofithle that l*YTHAaoJiAS kneiv him ij» 
the capital of Irtik} but tJie Greetan Jage mqfl 
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liien have been far aiivaivccd in years, and we 
have no ceruiu evidence of an mtcrrourfc bc- 
(ween the two phUofophers* The reformed reli¬ 
gion of Firjiit confinued in ftJrce rill that country 
tvas fubdued by the Mufelmans ; and, without 
ftudyitig the 2 tnd^ w-e hsve ample inforinatiott 
conccrtimg (t b the motleni Petyas writings 
of fevers! who prnfcffed It, Bah man always 
named Zkaa'tliSWt with reverence; but he 
was ill truth a pure Thrift, and ftroiigly dif- 
claimcd any adoration of the /r<r or other ele¬ 
ments t he denied ftiat the doflnne «f two co¬ 
eval principles, fupicmcly good and ruprcmcly 
tiad, foirn^ any part af his fiiitli; and he often 
repeated with emphads the verles of Firdausi 
on the proftnfion of Cvius and his paternal 
grandiiither before the blaibg atcar: “ iTiitik 
** not that they vs'crc adores of fire, for that 
dement was only an esalted ohjeft, on the 
** loftre of which they fixed their eyes; they 
humbled themlclves a whole week beiore 
Gon; and* U thy underftanding be ever fo 
** little exerted, thou muft acknowledge thy 
*' dqjendcncc oa the Being rupremely pu(^'’ 
III a ftojy. Sadi, near the cbfe of bU beautiful 
£if^iin, concerning the idol of So'«a\‘a*t'h, 
or MAiiA'by'vA, confbanda the rcIiguMi of the 
Wrtdttf with that of the CaArj, catling the 
Br^thtnam not only Meghi (wbidi mighi be 
juftified by a paftage in the Mtfkaui), but even 

reader* 
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readers of xHioZcndmA Pdsu^nd, Now', wbe- 
ther this confufioD proceeded froni rtjl (jr pre- 
tcuded ignorance, i cannot decide; but am at 
<irmly convinced that the dodbiifcs of the Zisd 
v-crc dilliiia from ihofe of die /rA aa I aw 
tint the religion of the Briimtani^ with whom 
we converfc cvcr_j- day, prevailed in Pw/j lictbrc 
the acccfTion ofCAYif'MftJtSj whom the P^nis^ 
from reipccl to hts memory, coniiJcr as the Jiri} 
of men, although tJjcy licheve in on unherfal 
Jirlngr before hrs reign. 

U the rdigioit of tile old Pajinn*.xh;i\f 
^hil^sphy (or as witch sts^ we know af icji was 
iiiurnately^ conne^ed ; for they were ftfliduona 
olfcnrcrt of the Igmiuarjcs, W'hich they adored 
pnd tftablifocd. accortling to Moiisan, who 
Conjifms, in fowc licgitrc, the fragments of 
]B£A0$t;£> a number of .imllpal cyde:. ivith 
names, which Iccm to indicate a Lnow*- 
kdge of the period hj which the ci|winatcs ap¬ 
pear TO revolve: they are iaid alfo to have 
known tiic mort woiidwfui [lowers of tJiturc, 
and thence to have acquired rijc fome of rn^gi- 
ewns iiod enchaiirers. But i will ordv detain 
you With 4 few remjtks on that metaphyfied 
ihcolo^ which has been profeSed immemo- 
rcilly by qmimcTouitea of Pafatis and Mmdar, 
was carried in jiarr mto CTr'rttin', ajid prevails 
even now among rhe learned MaJ^/mons^ who 
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fotFPfimcs avmv it without rcferve. The njo- 
Jcrti {ihiloropliers thts (lerfuafton iue caJlod 
either fmm the Gfwi word for ay<gf» or 
from t!jc wW/rw iftatitlc which thty ufead to 
wear ill (omc prcwiiices of Prf^a, Their iuttda* 
mental teneuarc, 'fhai nathiujjcxilUabfoluidy 
hut Gop; that die human foul uan etnaunttcm 
from hU and, though tljvidccl br a 

lime &om its bc!ii,-ctUy fouroc, will be finally 
re-uiiiied with ic; that the bighcHpofiililc hap- 
pmci$ will afifc from its re-unioii; amJ that the 
chief good of inaiikiudi in this iratifiioty wmldi 
confiHs in as perfect an t4f>krt with the ETcrtial 
Spirit as the incutnbrimcoa of a mortal fr.ime 
t^-ijl allow; that, for this purpofo, they 
brciik all (or as they call it) 

with cxtrtiiiiclt obje^s, and psfs through lite 
without atiachtmnttf as a fwimmer In the ocean 
ftrike j freely without the impedimart of cimhes t 
that they ihould be Araighc and tree as tlic cy- 
pref^ wbofe. fniU is hardly perceptible, and 
not link under a had like fruit-trees jLJiticifdto 
B trellis; that if mere earthly charms have 
pow'irr to influence the fouir tdtraof celeftnl 

Ixauty muft overwhelm It In eatatick delight; 
that, for waul of apt words to cxprrfs the di¬ 
vine pcriC^lons and the ardour of dcvOiifTn, wc 
muft borrow fudi expreflioiw as approach the 
nearef) to our idta#, and fpeak of and 
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in a trani^iidaix aiid inyfttcal fi:n(c ; that, 
like a rw^ com ftom its native lank, like ^ax 
Icparated tram \u delicious honey, the foul of 
man be^^’ails its difunion with me/attehti.^ 
and IHetis bunutig twrs, like the lighted taper* 
waitmg pallionaiely for the moment of its ex- 
ttnfiion, as a diiettgagement from earthly tram- 
mels^ and the means of returning to its Only 
Beloved, Such in part (for 1 emit the minuter 
and more fubtite metaphylicks of the StlJ^Sf 
which are mcntioiieil in Th Daifyi^x) is the 
wild and enthutiaflick religion of the modem 
Per^an poets, cfpccblly of the fwcer HaViz 
and the great fnch is the fy/lem of 

the phitofophers and beft lyrick poets (jf 

Mia ; atid as it \va^ a ifylhim of the higheil an¬ 
tiquity iti both natrons, it may be add^l to the 
many other proofs of an tmttieTnorial aflituty 
betwccti them, 

III. Ox the ancient moftufmntt of Ptrjiax 
IcuJpture and architrftnrr, we have already 
made fueh itblervattons as were fuffioknt for 
ourpurpofci nOr will yi>u be furpriled at tho 
diverliiy betwoc-n the figures ai hkphanta^ 
which are tnaniJeAly fUmiu^ and thple at /’er- 
Jepclh^ which srp merely if you coiw 

cur with me in believing, that the Takhtl 
’Jimfild wascrefl^d after the time oFCa v'tifUKafi* 
when the Br^bmam had migrated from 

and 
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and when tlieiriiitKcatc n^ycholug; bad been fu- 
perfeded by the Ampler adoration of die plwets 
and of £rc. 

IV. As la at tf//xof the old Per* 

Jiantt i have little to fay ; and no complete cvi* 
detice of them is found toexiO. Moh^an fpeafcs 
niorc than oticc of aocicut veHes in the Ptthinvi 
language; and Bahman aBbrcd me, that fomc 
Icaiity remains of them had been prelcrvcd. 
Their mulicand paijicing, which Naza^mi ce* 
lebrared, have irrecoverably perilhed ; aticl in 
regard to MaVi', the painter and impoftor, 
whofebook of drawings called ^r/flx^jtvbich he 
pretend^ to be divine, is fnppol^ to have been 
deHroycd by the Cbimfe^ in whole dominlotia 
he had lought refuge, the whole tale is too mo* 
dem to throw any light on the qudlions before 
ns concerning the origin of nations and the in¬ 
habitants of the primitive werld. 

Thus has it been proved, by clear evidence 
and plain reaioiutig, that a powerful tnotuirchy 
was eflablifhoi in /r,w long before the A§yriam^ 
or P'^AAdiy government ; iJiat it was in truth 
a Hfitdu monarchy, though if any chule to call 
it Cu^aHy Vafikirnty or ierxi-We, we fhall not 
enter inton debate on mere names : that it fub- 
liiicd many ocntuiies; and that its hiftory has 
been ingrafted on that of rbc Hindttiy who 
founded Ihc monarchies uf Ayldh^ii and Jndtc* 

prtjiha ; 
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; that the language of tfie firft PfrJfttH 
empire was the mother of the Smfirky ant! con- 
fequcnlly of the ZeSil ajid «S u'eJl as of 

Grfftj Latin, and \ that the language 
of the A^yrimt was the pa rent of Chaidakk and 
Tahiti \ and that the primary Tarimm hn- 
goage alfo had been current in rfie fame empire i 
although I as the tartan had no booksf or even 
leners, wc cannot with certainty trace their un- 
polithcd aiKl variahle idioms. VVe ditcov'cr 
cherefbre in Permit, at the carlicil^ dawn of htf- 
lorv* the tiuec djftiiKl races of men, whom 
1 iklcribed on former oocafioos as pofll-flors of 
Intfta, Ara^id, I'artfiry ; and whether they 
were coUceVed In /rdu from diihiit regions, or 
diverged from it, as from a common center, we 
ihail cafiiydetemiinc by the following cort fid era* 
tioiis. 

Let u* nhferve in the /irfl place the cen¬ 
tral pofitiotj of Iran, which U bounded by Ara~ 
bin, by Tartary^ and by Ifuiitt ; whilft Arabia 
lies contiguous to /rufl otily, but b remote from 
Tartary, and divided even from the ikirts of Irt- 
Sa by a confidcrable gulf; no counrry, there¬ 
fore, but Perjia feems likely to have font fortll 
its coicntics to all the kingdoms of Afa. The 
JBrdhjaaiii could ijcvcr have migrated from fn- 
dia to /rdjs, becaufe dicy are exprcfsly forbid¬ 
den by (heir oldcil etiilling laws to leave the re¬ 
gion tvhich they inhabit at tbia day ; the 
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hnvc nor cvcit n tntditioii of an emigr?^ 
lion into Pit^a helbre Mohammed, uor iwd 
they indccil nnyinducemenE to quit their beaud* 
fuland exteiifivcdomiins : and astothe Tarrarf^ 
we hm DO trace in hlrtory oF their departure 
from their plains and fbrefts till the invadon of 
the who, according to ctymologllia, 

were the Ions of MATfAt ; and even they were 
cotiiiudtcd by princes of an family* 

'I he thrtt races therefore, whom wc hai'c al¬ 
ready mentioned (and more than tlirec we 
have not yet found), migrated from /rde, as fmna 
their common country. And thus the Saxm 

W 

chronicle, I prefutne from gotid authority, 
brings the firft uibabiia4i[9 of Btham from 
Armtmtt ; while a Jare very learned writer con* 
eludes, after all his laburiiius rclcirches, that 
the G^tht or Scythiant came irom Fcrjia \ and 
another con tends with great force, that both 
the Irijb and old BrUsnt proceeded leve rally 
A-om the borders of theCj^w^ ; a coincidence 
of condulions from different media, by perfons 
wholly uticotioed^ctl, which could icarce have 
happened, if they wcie not grounded on folid 
priiictpics. Wc may chercrore hoiil this pmpo* 
fition tlitiily cfhibltfhcd, 1 hat hm, or Pei^trin 
its largeft fcnfci. svas the true center of popu¬ 
lation, of tcnowledge, of languages, and of aits; 
which, inOead of craveiUng weihvard only, as 
it has been fancifully fuppolcd, or caftward, as 

might 
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might virith equal reafon have b«it iflbtted, 
tvcre expanded in all direflions to aU the reginua 
of the world in which the Hiiniu race bad let- 
tlod under vafidua deiiori'inations* But, whe¬ 
ther has not produced other races of men 
diflina from the WWw, the vfr<r#j* of the Tar- 
tart^ or whether any apparent diveriigr may noe 
have fprungfrocn au mterroixture of thofe three 
in different proportions, muifl he the fubjeCt of 
a future enquiry. 
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SEIKO the aEVENTHAKNI VERS ARYDISCOUHSR 
OELtVEBEUrO THE SOCiBTY EEB. 25, I/J)®- 


OfKTtEMEN, 

LTHOUGH wc are at tfiis mocneiit cod- 



Jrx {idcrabty nearer lo the fronticf of Chitta 
than to the fortheft Jimit of the Britrjb dotm- 
nions in yet the firft ftep that wc 

fhall take in the ph»lofo|»hical journey which 
I propofe for your euteriammcnt at the prdent 
mcedng, will carry us ui dw utmoA verge of 
the habiiaWe gbbe koowo to the bcJl geogra¬ 
phers of old Grf^I^e and bcyotid the 

bouinUiy of whole knowledge we thalt dilceni, 
Aom the heighti of the northern mouatainh au 
Empitt nearly equal in furftce to a Iquarc of 
fifteen degreesj on £m[nfe, of which I donor 


P 
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meiii toafljgn tt^c precise IimitSi hut which 
may cE^nfKlcr, for Ific purpolc oi tbis tJiflcr- 
tatiuEiT as crtibraccd on two fidcs by *r<trtjxrj 
and in<fta^ while tlie ocean feparates Its osher 
lidcs from v.arious ^fatick ifles ol great im* 
portancf ijt the commercial fyllem of £ifrcpr; 
atiEicxed to tliac Immenlc traft of bud is ihe 
pcoiEtfuEa of Ctfrea, wliicfi a v;ift oval tjalon di¬ 
vides JVom Ntfan OT Jaf^^n ; a celebrated arjJ 
impel ial ifiand, bearing in arts and In arms, iu 
advantage, of iiftiatloit, but not in felicity of go- 
vcrnmeiit, a pfc-ettimciiccumoDgeallerti king¬ 
doms anahi'goiis to that tif Hrittitn among the 
natiouii nf ihc weft* So majiy climates are in¬ 
cluded ill fh piodiglous an area, that while t!ic 
priticipal emporium of China lies nearly under 
thctropick, its mctmin))is ctijoya the tempera¬ 
ture ot S;miirk.ifuii fuch too is ibc dhxrfity of 
foil in its fifteen pro''ii‘ceSt that, while Ibmc 
of theifi Eire exqdfticly fcrrile, richly culfi- 
vated, and extremely ppulous, others arc 
liarren arid mchy, dry and unfruitful, wiih 
plains as wild or mountains as rugged as any in 
Scythia \ and tliofc cither hotly defcttcd^ or 
ncsiplniby Ja\'age hordes, who, if they lie not 
Hill independent, fiavc been very lately lubducd 
hy rhe pcfiidy, rather than the v-tlrnir, of a 
ninarch. who has peq^etuatt^l his own breach 
of faith iu a Ci:inefe i>oem, of which I have fc«a 
3 rranfbtioii. 
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Thk word Cirtita^ coticenimg ^vhlch 1 fliall 
blTcj* lb me new remarks* is well known lo the 
jHKiple whom we call the Cbine/e; but the/ 
never apply it (I fpeak of the learned among 
them) to thenvftlvcs^ or to tbeir country: 
HicmlclvcSf according to Father V 
they defirribe as FIak, or of Ibme 

odicr illgftrious family,by the memoiy of whofc 
aaioiis they flatter their national pride? and 
their country they call Ciwwt-rMi'p or the Qtintfjii 
Kitt^thni^ rcpi'efcnttng it in their fyinboIicaJ 
chat adcr 5 » by a (mralldognm exadUy biiedled; 
at otlier times they dilVinguifh it hy the words 
'Tim-h'ta. or IVhiti it urnier meaMtng 

i/i7 f/jitf if t:itiuahk 9 /t Ea/ik Since they never 
name themfclvcs with nitxlcrAfiou* they would 
have MO right to complain< if they knew tliat 
Etfro/Yttk atitlioi’s have ever fpoltcn of them in 
the extremes of applaufc or of cenfure * by 
ii'rne they have b:cii extolled as the oldefl and 
the wiielip as the moll Icumcd and moft ingc- 
nK'US, of nations; whlirl others have derided 
their prcteitlions to aiiti(|uity* cotidcmtied their 
govurttmetit as abominable, aud amugneJ thdr 
manners as inliumati, without allowing them 
on element of fciencc, ora lingleart. for which 
they have not been indebted to ibme more aii- 
clctif and more civilixed race at men. The 
truth perhaps ticSj where we ufually find it» 

between 
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beiwecn thcextrcmcsi; but it U nf>t my design lo 
accuCe or to dcfwni t!ic Chmefit to tlcpicffl or ter 
aggrandize them: 1 Jhnll confine rayrdf to the 
difcuflion of a question coniicifled widi my 
former Difeonrfes, and far kf? eafy to be foived 
than any hitherto Aartod : ** WMicnce came 
** the finguhr people, who long had governed 
*' Chka, before they were conquered by the 
Tartars V* On this pTohlcm, ihe lolntinn 
of which has no coiiccm, indeed, widi our 
political or commercial interefbs, but a very 
mnicrial connedioii, if 1 mlAakf not, with iu- 
lercAs of a higher nature, four opinions have 
been atlvanccd, and all rather pctempforily 
averted, [ban fopporrc^l by argument and cvl- 
deuce, Ey a feur tvriters it has been urged, 
th.itihc C^ijtfe/raic an oiiginBi race, who have 
dwelled for ages, if not from eternity, in the 
Imd which they now potTefs: by others, and 
chicllybyibemhnonaric^fiti's averted,timt they 
Iprang from the Cunc Acek with tlic 
and Atiti^s: a third adertion is, clut of ihe^Ar^r 
thenrlclves, and of M, Pm.*w, who hdd It in¬ 
dubitable that they were ortginalty *tartar^ 
dcArnding iu wilil clans from the Aerps of 
hnausz and a fburlh, at Tea A as dogniatically 
pronounced as any of the preceding, i% that of 
the £rJj^fnsMit who decide, withinit dlowlng 
any a|>peal froiii their decilion, tint the (3!naJ 
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(for fo tlicy arc naractl in Si7ftJ?ri/J were 
litttiiuT of tlic Cf;atnya^ or miliiiin', dnfs, 
who. abandoning ilic privileges of didr U'ibe« 
rambfed in dilTerciit bodies to the nonli-edl of 
; and forgetting bj degrees the rites 
arid religion of their anceftors, cftaldiihed (e- 
parate principalities, which were aftcrvnttds 
united in the plains and vallcjs which are 
now* poifolled by them. If any rme of liic three 
laft opinioiis be juft, the firfi: of them muft iic- 
cefiHrfly t>e relinquifhcd ; but of thofo three, 
the fir/t cannot pofTihly be fudatned ; Ijetraufc 
it refis on no firmer fupport than a foolifli re¬ 
mark, whether true or fiille, that San^ in Chi- 
ff."/?, meansand ^-^treaitm ; and bocaufc a 
tc,t*p!arit is not more ditlerciit from a palm* 
than a Chmefe from an Arab : they are men, 
indeed, as ilie tea and the palm arc vegctaHcs; 
but human lagaclty could not* I believe, dif- 
cover atjy other trace of rcfcmblance between 
them. One of the Arabt., indeed, an account 
of whole voyage to India and CLma has been 
tranflatcd by RriKAvnoT, thought the Chimfe 
not only handlbmer (according to his ideas of 
beauty) than dtcff/rtifof, but even more lik« 
his own cotiniryfrum in features, habilimetitt, 
carriages, manners and ceremonies; and this 
may lie true, witlitiut proving on aduat k- 
lemblance between the Arabs, cx~ 
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ccpt ill drcffi and cocnplcifloii, I'hc next opi¬ 
nion h moiT with that of ihc Brnh-^ 

fitant than M. PAuw, pnilKitjly» imagined; 
for though Iio tells u> cxprciUy, (lut by Sty- 
tbhm he meant the Turis or Tarian^ yet the 
firtgon on the /bndafd, and f>mc other pccu- 
Ibfittes, Trom which he would infer s clear 
ufiltiity between the old Tartan and the Chr- 
rrr/r, belonged iudubiubly to tltulc Sc/tBimi 
who are known to have been Gatbs i and the 
Goth had maniretily a coiptnoii lineage with 
ihc//W hj, it' hiB own arguuiem, hi the Pre? 
face to hif! Rcfitarchcs, oti the fii-nUirity of 
language fie. as all men agtee ir is* irrefra¬ 
gable. Tlvai the Ch'mfi were anelcnily of a 
Tartarian is a piopoiltion, which f can¬ 
not other wile difprovc for rile prefetit, tliao by 
infixing on the total difiimllaruy iif the two races 
bimanncrs^aud pi^tculnrly in the ^nc arts 
of imagiiiutitm, which the TarUtrs^ by their 
own account* nci'crculiivaicd: hdt if we Ihcw 
Oroiig groiDids for believing that iho lii ACiiV 
nrjfr were ail ually of aii/«j/fjBrace, Jt will fol¬ 
low, that M. PAuw'ancithed^/ rf^iarcinifhtkeo i 
it i' to ihc dillufiioti of this new, and* in my 
opinion, very intcreftins point, that 1 (hall con- 
fme the remainder oi my Difcourlc* 

Ik the A'aa/crii InflUntes of Civil and Beli- 
groiis Duties, revealed, as the llimius believe. 
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by Mrmi, iJie Ibu af JJaAiiMi^^ wc find the 
foltotvmg curious pufliigc : JV!a,ny faillesgf 
“ tlic milir^iry cbrs, having gradually aiwn- 
dgjied the ordinances nf the and 

*' I be Gompai'y o( BruAt/ntf/iSt bvcd in a ftate 
♦* of degmdaiign t as the people of Pttndt'nea 
“ and OJra^ tliofe of Drofira and Cwi* 
** the lavMas and Stretrit the P^raJat 
** amt Pa&iovjiii^ the Cl>!tiaj and fomc other 
aafions/' A full commetit on this text 
Vr'oiild here l-kc fupcrftuous; but flttce die td- 
timony of the /aJrari authort t^bo, thouglt 
ccrtauil/ lint a divine pedbnage, ^vas as cer- 
lainJv a very andciii lawyer, nioralidt and hif- 
t«>rian, is direct and pofitive^ difintcreiled and 
unfulpofted, ft ivontd, 1 think, derhic the 
qud^inii lieforc us, if vve could be fure that 
the word Cl’/fiit figiiitied a as 3)1 Ihe 

Ptxndlti^ whom ! have Icpamtely coiifiiUrd, 
alien with one voice: tliey adiire me, tiiat 
the Ch]nat of iWttSu in a tine country 

«> the iiorth-eaft of Gau*-, and tn the raft of 
Ciiiwiimlp and N/pA/', that they bave Irng been, 
and Hill are, famed as ingenious arrificers; and 
that they had themfelves feen old Ctiiiffr idols, 
svhich Uore A mwlfeU relation to the primicive 
religion of /w/w, licfnre BtfrmriA's appear¬ 
ance ill It, A u'ctl-iiiliurmeJ Patii/J/ fhewed 
rnc a Stii^rli book, in Cajhairhia letters, which* 

r* + he 
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he laU, waj revealed by Sita himfeif, and 
CAtided Saifrjaagiima: he read to rae a whole 
chapter of it on ihc heicredoK opinions of the 
pwrtr, svbo were divided, fiy^ the aiiihor, 
mto near two hundred clans* 1 then hid before 
him a map ef and when I pniriled lo 

C<^w.H hi# own ojontt)’^, he inflmitJy placed 
his tinger on the nonh-wcllcm provinces tjf 
Cfjma, witere lite Cf^inai, he faid, lirft efla- 
blifhetl iheTnfohea ; hut he added, ttjar Mult/t- 
rktja, which was at fo men tinned in hb boob, 
cttfeJidcd to tfie eailcm aud fouthern 
1 belJcvt', ncv'crthtleft, (bt the CAi/nji Em* 
pinst M we now call it. was noi fonncij when 
diebtvsof IVIcji tr were coDecied ; and for ihi# 
blicf. fo tepughant to the general opijdon. I 
am bouiid to u^cr tay beft rcsifon*. li' the 
outline oi hiifoty and chronology for the lull 
two thoufand years bu corrcclly traced, (and 
we mud be hardy fcepdclts to doubr iiji iho 
poems of Ca’r.i'DA'*»wetx: com|»fi:d befote the 
hrginuing of our twi; now It clorr from in¬ 
ternal and external evidence, that the i&i/jvdvtfjii 
and Mjhdhhitritf were coiiiidcrably older rhi ti 
the produftions of that poet \ and it appears 
from ihe and metre of the Dhermi^Jlra^ 
revealed by Meku. that it was reduced to 
writing long Iw/bre the age of VA'LsiiC or 
VvA^SA, the focond of wdiom name# it whh 

fljiplaufc; 
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tlf 

^ppbulc: itull thcrefor<:, be ihougfit 

cxirav^gsntm if we pt^c the cominler of tholii 
betweea n ihoui^nd find dticen hundrrd 
y«ari bc&te Christ ; clpocUUy Hi^daha^ 
whofe age U pTdty well iifccrtaincd. is nc* 
mcfitioticd III them; but iu die twdJth ccu-> 
iMiy before our era, the Chift^Jr Hmpitie \vtis at 
leait lit its cradle. This it U iiccpfiiiry to 
prove; and my iitA wirncis is CoNFtH-ics 
hitnfcir. I kriovv' to whiii kceo iatirc i (ball 
expofe myicirby ciriitg that philolr^ilivr, after 
the bitter farcaitn^ of M, Pauiv agulnil him 
ntid agamft the tnudbtor$ oriu^mutilatcdT hut 
valuable^ nxti'ks; yci 1 quote, without fcniple, 
the book entitled Lu^'k \'u'V tjf wliich 1 poflids 
the origiiial with a vcrlul tntJL[1aiioiit and which 
1 know to be fufEctcntly authcniick tor my 
prefctit purpofe: in (he fccoml part of k 
CoK-FV-TS(r declares, that “ although he, 
f* like other men, enuki relate , as mere Icfliins 
** of morality, the hirtnries of the firll anJ 
lecond impcml hoi)(c«, yet, farwatti ^Vtw- 
** dbrrr, he could give no certain account of 
** them.** Now, if the Cbmrfi them/elves 
do ftof ei'cn prcteiul, that any hilJorlcal mo* 
liumcnt cxiftol, in the age of Coxfucios, 
preceding the rile of tbdr ihint dynafly aliout 
eleven hundred years before the Cbnjlim epoch, 
la-e may jufliy conclude, that rhe reign of 
VcVam was in the inhincy of their Empire, 

which 
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xvhich hardly grew m nwturi( v till lorn* ages af¬ 
ter tha: prince ; atitlit has been affertctl bjvcty 
learned Efiropenast thar even of the third dv- 
iiafty, which be has the fame of havifigraii^l^ no 
oiiiulji&flcd mcmorul tan now be producttJ, 

It was itoc rill the eighth ceiitiny beTdre the 
birth of Our Saviour, that a tmall kingdom tvaa 
crowed in the provittoe of Shen-ii^ the capital 
of which ftood nearly in the thirtv^/J>h degree 
of nottbcrti latitude, and about Jive degrees to 
the W’tft of Slogan z both the country and it* 
metroprJia were catl&l Ckin^ and the toinioii 
of its prhidc!: was graihjajtycjttrnded to the eafl 
and well', king of C^jj, wHo tniskes a figure in 
i\\t among the allies of Afb a'siva’^b^ 

svas, J prelLmc, a fm-creign of the country 
juil men*joned j and rhe riv er of C/iio, which 
tile poet frcqucitriy mnics as the limit of hfs 
eaftcni gcoginphy, feems to fiavcliceu tlie Vei/om 
which the Chtnrfi iiunxlucD at the be^ 
ginnifig of their fehulous ajinals, I fliouKi (?e 
tempted to expattntc on fo curiotts a fubje^l: ; 
hut the prefent occatioij allnu s nothing fuper- 
fluous. and permits me only to add, that Man* 
gcximV died In the middle of the thirteenth 
century, before the city of f (&.//, ^ihidi was 
afimvards tjken by KuBf.Ai: nnd that the poets 
of /r.ftt perpetually allude to the diHrias around 
Ji which they cclehrate, with Che^it and A'^a- 
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(or a number of mufk-jinJitwla lYjvittgoti 
thclt hiUs. The territory of C&iHt (b calied 
by the old by the nnd by rfio 

Chinept (while ilic Gruh and Atah were 
obliged^ by their detedftive aiticiilatiori, to mif- 
cali It .Srfi}, gave it$ name to a rate of Emperors, 
w'hofc tyranny made their memory (b unpopu¬ 
lar, that the modem inhabitants of Cihn hold 
the word in abUorreitct:, and (peak of thciti- 
Iclves as the people of a milder and more vir¬ 
tuous dynafty ; but it is liighty pmbatile that 
the whole nation del'ccuidcd fmni the Cfhttm of 
A1 eni% and mixing ivitJi the lartartf by 
whom the plains of thnan and the more 
Southern provinces were thinly ialiabiced, 
formed by degrees the race of men whom wc 
jitnv fee in poflc/lion of the iioblcH empire h) 
AJta. 

1K fuppott of 8TI nphvlon, w hich I oiler as the 
reitilt of long and anxious Inquiries* 1 ihould 
regularly proceed to examine the language and 
letter!, religion and philofophy, of the pro I cut 
and f ubjoiri f^e remarks on dietr an¬ 
cient monuments, on their Icieiice, and on their 
arts, both libcml and mechanical i hut their 
fpokert not having been preierved by 

the ufual fymbols of articulate finind:^, mull 
have been lor many ages in a continual flux ; 
their ffiUrSt if we may fo call them, arc 
merely the j5rmbols of ideas ; their 
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r^.’igkn waji tmporiod ftotti fmila iij on *go 
camparadindj modeni; and ciicir pl^a^pbf 
J'^syct in fo ruik 5 JUtc, aa Jia^dly «> JcJcrvc 
iiwappeilaiiaiJ: have no mciini tmhuntentt^ 

frocEv which tbcir origin can be traced even hy 
plau^Ie conje^^urc; daeir Jeit^a arc wboUy 
txsthkf and their mtchaaical tirfi have nothhig 
in them charadertfite of a partieuW ^mily; 
nothing which any iit of men, m a country ib 
highly lavourcd by iiatuie, might not have dif- 
*:owred and improved* Tlicy hive, iniJecd. 
bodi national mufic and mtioiul poetry, and 
both of them bcautifutly pathcack ; but or" 
painting, fculpturc, or anchiie^lnrc, ,is arta of 
intitgination, they iicrni (like other 
to havetio idea. IfiUctkl, therefore, ofcnhrg- 
ing fcparaiely ca each of rhofe heads, J 
briefly enquire, how fir the literature and rc- 
ligiouvpriifliccs of con firm oroppofe the 
propoikiou which I have advaiiccH, 

Tub dedam] and filed opinitMi of M, 

Cl’ ifjNEE, on the ftdycsft h fore us, is nearly 
onuibchiJ tvptli that of the jFfe./jtw.wt : hemain- 
Mitis, that the were cnaiaTants from 

*bc Egvp^fiivSt Flj^p/auj {for 
tlicy were dearly the liuiic people), liad induhj- 
tubJy a comiiV/ti origin wiiH the old ruth'es of 
as rjic atfinity of ifacir turgoage*, and of 
their bdrudintis, boih rdigions poHticaJ, 
fuJjy evinces t but tlrpt CZv/t^ivas peopled a fow 
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citiitvrtiii tc/ore our er:! hy a colixty from rtic 
Itcinkf of rhc Nilft neiiber Pui^Vaj nor 

jirijAt, lartart nor Hindus ever heard of lutffi 
an emigration, i& A prailox, which the bore 
.-iutheflty even of fa teamed a man cannot fup- 
p^rt ; and fmee teolijn grounded on Fafis can 
nlortc decide fueb a qneftlon, ive have a right to 
demand ctcirer evidence and flrmtger irgumenii 
than any that he has adduced. 'J'hc hierogtr^ 
phlcks of ittdeed^ a llrong refem* 

blancc to the mytheloglca) fcolptures arid pint- 
itigs of Jftdiut hut Iccm whuily diflimilar to 
the lyrnbolical iVrtcm of the Ckmt^t whicfi 
might cafdy have Iiccti luveutcd (as tlicy afTcrt) 
b>ran individual, and might very naturally hat-c 
Umq contrived by the Ch.ttas^ or oiit-rafb 
Hindus, wlio diber riex’cr knew, or had tbr- 
gotten, the atpbiUiiica! charade rs of their 
wifer anccflora. As to die table and bufl of 
Ists, they fratn. to be given tip as modem 
forgeriei; hut, if they w'cre mdifputably ge¬ 
nuine, they would be iiochtiiLg ro this purpotc ; 
for the letters on die buft appear to itave been 
dcligiicd 2 S alpliaticclcaJ; and the fibi icstor of 
tbcm {if ihcy rtaJly weiw fibricatcd in Eu^bJu:} 
ivns uiicommotdy happvi lince ewo or three of 
them are exafUy the fame wtU» iltofe on i metal 
pllbr yet ilondmg in tlie north of Jadij, In 
if w can rely ott the teftimony of the 
Greelbt who ftudied no Iwigtugc but tfidrown, 

there 
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titcrc were two Jets of .ilph.ilsctical civaraflem j 
the one fnf'utar^ llhc the ritnou£ letters ofeJ It* 
cior hditiTi provinces* and the other factrdtftnii 
like the D(Vaftdgsr\ efpcctallj tiiat form of it 
which we tee in the : beHitcs whkh* they 
h^d vwo ihm of/iirred^it/piurf % the one fim- 
pfe, tike the figtirea of BynoiM and the three 
Ka'mas \ am! the other allegorical, like the 
iimgcfiof Gang's A, or l)hl/te U'J0)tis, and 
or with all their cmblemaricnl 

accotnpnimcnrs r but the rraf d\irn^cr of the 
ChfMjc appear* wholly tliftiti£t from any B',g}'p- 
inirt writing, either myftemnia or popular; and 
as to the tiiiicy of M. j>e (JeiCNES, that the 
complicated fymlxjls ofCMria were at fir ft no 
tnnrc than Pbtiuc/itn monogninis, let us hope, 
that he has abatidoned fo wild a coticeit, which 
he Hatred probarlily with no other view than to 
dilpW hii ingciiitity and Jeaming* 

SVe have ocular proof, that the few radical 
charaders of (he Cbmjf were orightally (like 
our aftmntJijiica] and chymical fvmbwla) the 
pictures or our-lines of viiible objcils* or figu- 
wrivc (igoa for iTmple idea?, which tli^ have 
multiplied by the moft ingeittous combhiiuiona 
niitl tfie livellcft metaphors; hut as the fvftcm 
is peculiar, I Ixdicve, to themteU'es and the^di- 
fane/fj it would be idle and oflentatfous to enlarge 
on it at prefent; and, for ilte realbus already 
Iiiclutatcdf it itctthci corroborates uur weakens 

the 
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fhe which I endearv^our to fupport. 

The fimc may as truly be jjiJ of their JjKtkin 
hiiguagc; for* indtpeiidcutiy of its coullant 
Huftuatbu during a fcrics of ages, it hu tlie 
[jcailbnty of excluding four or five fouiiJa 
wJiich other nations artlcuktCf and is clipped 
into moiiorvllablcs, even avhen the ideas ex- 
preded by dicm, niid the writren lymbols for 
ihofe ideas, are very complex. This Iws ariieti, 

J Tuppofe, from the Angular habits of the peo¬ 
ple; for though their common tongue be lo 
mujkdir accenieil as to forni a kind of recituivc, 
yet it wants riiole grimmattcal accents, wilJi- 
out which all human tongues a vou IJ appear mu> 
nolyOahick : thus Ainlta^ with an accent tin 
the firrt lyllablc, nicatis, in tlic Sanferit lan¬ 
guage, inimcafiTrablc; and the natives of B;n- 
g(d pronounce it Omtu \ but uheii the reli-' 
gion of UvooHji, the Ibu of Af yi, was carti;d 
hence into the people ot that couniry, 

unable to pronounce the name iif ihdr new 
Ci'ckI, called him f'W, the Ion of M&yt^ and - 
divided liis epithet AmiUt iiKo three tyJJabits 
O-Mi-To, amiexing to them ccitaiii ideas of . 
their own, and CKprc/litig diem in writing by 
three ddllnifl lymboli. We rtiiiy judge from 
this intlancc, whether a comparifhn of tlicir 
t'pokcii tongue tvitli the diilcfls of other na¬ 
tions cm lead to any certain conclufton as to 
dieir origin ; yet the infliiicc txhich I iiave 

given 
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given fupplics tre uirh an argument fimm 
analogy, 'i*hich I pivaduce an coo,k^iiiml onlyj 
bill which appears tnore pLiufibJe the oftener I 
contlJcrir. The BoonnA of the fJkt/uj isun- 
quetl iinnably the Foh of C^fhi ; but the great 
progciiitur of the C&irtfji! Is alfl> n.imed hy them 
Fo-hi, where the fttoud monolyliable ItgniHcsj 
It lecmi?^ a yi^iiu : jiow the ancdlor of (hat 
tniiitary tribe wliam the Hituiai call the Chatf^ 
dr*rvtmfat or children of the AToon^ was, ae- 
cor<'Tng to their Pur^nat or legends, Bt^Dt^nA j 
or the genius of tire pliuct Merew'f, fmtu 
whom, in ihe Jjfi^ degree, Jcfccndci! :t prince 
intiQcil PJttJtrvA; whom Ins &rhcr Yava''ti 
lent in e*tlt ro flue cart of lUadu^an, whh this 
imp^^rcatioi), “ Ma/fhy progeny be ignorant of 
the / riii /" The name of the bonllhed prince 
could iio( be pronoiinccrj by tlie modem C/^i- 
ntff ; and though I dare not that 

the laft fyllNble of it has been changed mta 
Vao, 1 may iievefthckli obferve, that Yao 
w.is thein detccni from Fo-Mt, or at Icaft 
ihc filth inofcal in the firft imperial dvnafly % 
tliataJJ Chw/^ hiftorr before him is coidlder^« 
by the Chine/r tfiemlclvc?, as poetical or fahu* 
lous; that his father Ti'CO, like the l/uitan king 
Vava'ti, was iticfir/l prince who timrrLd fc- 
vcral women ; and that Fo'ttt, the head of 
tlicir race, appeared, lay the Cbincfe^ in a pro¬ 
vince of the wcU, and held lih court in the ter¬ 
ritory 
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ntoiy of CShft vlictc rhc rovers mfivtionet! 
hy ifrfr India legiflnior are fiippored to (lave 
fcttlvd, Anoiiicr circumllaiice in the pabllirl 
is very remarkable : accortfing ro Father Ds 
PtrEMARE, ill hts Tmflori Chimfi Mytholn^'T 
the mother of Fo-iii ivas the dan^hter nf 
lhavcH, furijamt-d Pknmr-h/vh^ \ and ns the 
nymph vtas walking aJonc on the Uiiifc of a 
rrtf^r with a ftmilnr namCf Ihe round hcrietf an 
a hidden encircied by a ; iuon after 

which fhc became pregnam^ and at ilic ertd of 
twelve years was tJLlivercd trf a fon ridiant as 
hcrfcTf, who* among other cittes^ had that of 
or Stut af ib^ Pear. I'lfow, in the my* 
thological fyftcro of the Hlndm^ the nympll 
Ro'Htwih who prdides over the fomth hmaf 
mauJloii^ was the favoudre miftrels of So 
or the among tvholc nurtieroiis epithets, 
we find CnmUiimhata^ or de/ighttag in a fpe- 
ciea of vifitter-fenver^ timt bio^ems at night i 
and their offspring wag Bi'Diia, regent of a 
pliuct, and called a]fe, from the luiies of \m 
parcntsi, RAtfifiNt/vA or SAtiiiTA. It is true, 
that tile learned Miffionaiy cxpl^iitj the tvord 
Sif j by Jci»tTE« ; but an cxacl rcfcmbbnea 
between tw’o fuch fables cpuld iiiit have been 
expefled; and it is fuffieient f^r my purpoic 
tliat they fectn to have a family lihcntl^ Th* 
God BuDitA, lay the married Ina', 

whofe 
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whole fiiiiicr was prclen'cd io a miracalowfi arie^ 
from an utuverfal deluge; now, although I 
cannoc infifr with coiuldejicc, that the 

in the Cbim/e fable alludes to die M^psek 
narrative of the Flood, nor build any Iblid ar¬ 
gument on the divine perfbnage Nin-v^, of 
whole charadcr, and even of w hofe fcjt, die 
hifrorjinis of China fpeak very doubtfully ; I 
may, nevenhclefs, allure you, after full en¬ 
quiry and coufideration, that the Chtnefi, like 
the Hindui, believe this earth to liavc been 
wholly covered with water, which. In works 
of undilputed authenticity^ they deferibe as 

then fuhjidmg^ and fipa^ 
rating the higher from the i&wer age t>f matikir.d\ 
that the ^ r«wf, from which their poe¬ 

tical hiftory begins, juft preceded the appear¬ 
ance of Fo-fii on die mountains of Chaif but 
that the g^xcsx.inunddticn^ in the reign of Vao, 
\v^ either confined to the low-lands of his 
kingdom, if the whole account of it be not a 
fable, or if it coniain any allufion to the Flood 
of Noah, has been igaorautly tniJplaced by 
the Cbintfe Antialifts, 

The importation of a new reitgioa into 
China, b the firft century of our Era, muft 
lead us to ftrppnfc, that the former j^'ftem, 
whatever it was, had been found inadequate to 
the purpofr of rcftiatning the great Ixidy of the 
people from thole offences agtuuft confcicncc 

and 


ON THE CtllNE$X< 


227 

2nd virtue whi6h the civil power could not 
reach; and it js liardly poillble tlut, without 
fuch te/lri^lions, any government could long 
have fubfifted with feliciry t for no government 
can long fubiin without equal JuHicet andjuf> 
tice cannot bcadmlnl^crcd without the J^f^ioni 
of rdigion. Of the Teltgious opinions enter¬ 
tained by CoNyucitrs and his followers we 
may glean a general notion from the fragments 
of thdr works tranflated by Cocplet : they 
pTofefled a firm belief in the Supreme Gou, 
and gave a demonftration of his ^log, and of 
his Providence^ from the eiquiiifc b^uty and 
perteftion of the cclefllal bodies, and the won¬ 
derful order of nature in the whole fabrick of 
the vifiblc world. From this belief they de¬ 
duced a fyftem of Ethicks, which the phiJofo- 
pher foms up in a few words at the clofc of il>e 
Unyiii « He," &ys Confucius, » who 
** fiialJ be fully perfuaJed, that the Lord of 
Heaven governs the Hmvcrfe, who lhall in 
** all things chufc moderation, who fhalJ per- 
** fedUy know his ow*n fpecies, and fb aft 
** among them, cliat his life and tnaiuiers may 
“ conform to his knowledge of God and Man, 
** may be truly fafd to difdiatge all the duties of 
“ a lage, and to be feresalted above the com- 
** raon herd of the human race ” But fuch 
a rdigton and fuch morally could never have 

2 been 
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txsen i^cnonil t and ive find, ^hit rfiO tif 

O/ow h^d an miicimt iVAom of (>c;emnnica :iod 

■if 

fiip^rfiiiinn.%f whicli the gtncipincni and the 
pluliijopbcts appear to have cjicounged, and 
U’hteb haa an apptirem afiinicy with fotne parts 
of die oWeft Jfi^ag wqrflitp: they believe in 
the agency of genii, or tutekiy fpinis, pre- 
£ding ovet the ilnrs and the douds, over lakes 
arid fiverai mfuiiuiiiF, volkya, aitd woods, mref 
certain icginns andtov^nsi over nil the dements 
(of \vhich, like the Hiaduj^ tlicy reckon/ve), 
and pnrticiiliirly over _/5rf, (be mofl brilliant of 
them : to thofis deities tliej oflTefcd viStinls mi 
high pkces; and the tblTowing paffigB from 
ibc enr, trr Bo^i Otks, is very much in 
the Ayld of the BrSim^m .* ** Even they who 
purUn Hi a iniTificc erilh due reverence can* 
**'not peHe^jailbre themfelyes, ihat ihe ili> 

** vine ^irius accept their ablations ; and fir 
lets can dioy whoadtire the Goda- vvltli Ian- 
“ guor Olid olakaiicy clearJ/ perceive thcii 
** iketed ilLtpre^." 

Tni;i« ar(;.i[apcrfei^ tiaoca indeed-, but they 
ere tFucttsoi' eft idHnky between ihe religioit ^ 
Meku iiud that of the Ci^'>iiirT, whom be namee 
etnoag tliu aiKiAates frtjin it. M. Le Geh* 
Tii,, otrtcrv'eJ^ lie 3 ftrong rcfcrablajic* 
betivccu i!ie funeral rites of the CMnt^ 
^jid the S^^dlai of the Ifhtiiisi and M. 
Baillv, after a kenicd invcftigatloo, 

concludes 
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condu^e$> clrnt ** even the pneriie aix! abfuid 
(lories oi the Cbhefi fabulills coniab a /cm- 
** tiantof ancLcni Mian hiiliorjrt with a (iilnt 
** {ketch of the fir ft HinJa ac^/’ 

As the itiilecd, were Ilindaft it 

ntay naiu rally be ima^iocxl^ ihRt they carried 
into tnaiiy ccremoiucs ijra^Ifcd in theil 
own country; butthe palidvely 

bad the immolatiuu of cattle t yci vve know, 
that various aniioalst even bulU and rncR* were 
aiiciently {itcrificed by the Gjm*/e\ befidcfi 
which wo dilcover many lingular marka of re* 
lation bctiveen them aird the old l^Hthts -* as in 
the remarkable period of htnnir^d and 

and the cycle of Jixty^ 
years ; in the* prediteftion fi>r the rnyflioil num- 
bor uiftei in many fimilar fiifts and great 
fcftivals, efpcclally at the foiftices and etjui- 
jTojccG; in the juft menrtuned ohfcquics, con- 
Aftb>g of rice nud fruits, ofteicd to rhe niancs 
of their anceftors; in the dread of dying chUd- 
lefSf Icftfuch oderiiig ihould be intermirtedt 
and, perhaps, in their common abhttrreucc of 
which the Inditmi carried ft) far, 
tlut Mknu hitniclf, where he allows a Briib^ 
mm to trade, if he cannot otberwile fuppoit 
life, ablblutely forbids his trafficking in any 
** fort of r(d cloths, whetJtef liften or woollen, 
^ made of woven bark,*' 

g All 
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Ati* the circruinfhnces which have been 
inentioiicd under the two h^ds of fittra/arv 
and reiighm fwm colJefHveJj lo prove (as far as 
liich a queflion admits prooQ chat the £hinefi 
and Hindus were originaJl^r the fame people ; bu^ 
having been fepatated near four thou^nd years, 
have retained few ffrong features of tbeir an¬ 
cient conlanguloity, efpecially as ihe Hindut 
have preferved their old language and ritual, 
while the C^msfi very foon Joft both ; and the 
Hiadur have conOaociy interniarfied among 
themfclvcs, wbUe the Chintf&^ by n mixture 
of ‘Tartarian blood from the lime of iheir firft 
cftablilhiiieDt, have at length formed a race 
difHnfl in appeaiunce both from Indians and 
Tartars, 

A siMiLAn diverfity has arifen, f believe, 
from Gmllar caufes, between the people of 
Cbina and Japan ; in the fecund of which na¬ 
tions tvehave now, or foon fhall have, as cor¬ 
real and as ample inilruflion as can poflibly be 
obtained wlrhour a perfcift acquaintance with 
the Cbineft charaftex^, 

Kcmpvei has taken from M. Titsikoh the 
honour of being the ftrfl, and he from Kkmt* 
>'E» that of bdng the only Estropeant who, 
by a long rendence in Japan^ and a fiuniliar in- 
tcrcourfe with the principal natives of it, has 
been able to coUedt authentic materials for the 

natural 


014 THE CETXESE. 


civil hiltory of a countfj? feciudid^ 
as the Ibrnmis ufedtofayof ourownlfland, 
from reji of the Worlds The works of 
tholeillunrious tnvdlcrswili conhmi and cm- 
bcllifh each other; and when M. Tits inch 
fhall have acquired a knowledge of Chmift^ co 
which a part of his tcifurc in wilt be de¬ 
voted, his precious colleflion of hooks in that 
language, on the Jaws mid revolutions, the na¬ 
tural prodadtions, the am, manufaflures, and 
fcicnccs, of fapan^ will be in his hands an 
iiiexhauHible mine of new and impnitanr in¬ 
formation. Both be and Ills prcdcccilbr aflert 
with coniidcnce, and I doubt not with truth, 
that the yapamje would relent, as an infulc on 
their ^gnity, the bare foggellion of (heir de- 
Icent from the Chtne/f^ whom they furpafs in 
feveral of the mechanical arts, and, what Is of 
grearcr confcqucncc, in miiitaty fpirit; but 
they do not, 1 underhand, mean to deny, that 
they are a branch of the fimc ancient flcm with 
the people of Ch'ma s and, were that fa6l ever 
lb warmly cotitcflcd by them, it might be 
proved by an invincible argument, if the pre¬ 
ceding part of this Dilcourfe, on the origin of 
the Chmefty be thought 10 contain juft rearoning. 

Ik the firft place, it feeme inconceivable, 
that the Japanrftt who never appear to have 
been conquerors or conquered, Ihould have 
0^4 adopted 
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the whole ly^tem of Chimjc liE«ratur«^ 
with tiJ! its Hiconvcnijciicci (iiiti intrie^cits, if :ii( 
intmemonut cckiinexicHi I)ii 4 ttcr fubfiAcci bc- 
twccQ the two natIo[i$; otj ut other word$, if 
the boM aod jtJgcJUPtisxacc who pco^ikd Japati 
m the rpiddlc of the iltiripatih century before 
CiisjgT, and about ilx hundred years after¬ 
wards cfUblilhcd tlicir nioaarchy, Irnd not 
carried with them the letters and learning 
wlfich tiicy and the Lbintf^ had pollcficd iti 
conimori; but nvy princjpl argument i&, that 
the Hindu ui idolatry has prevailed 

tiiecarlicil ages; and aiiKing the 
idoLi wurlhippal, according to Kem^feh, in 
that country l^J'orc die iitnovations of iiA'evA 
or BuoiiUAt whotn tlic yaptatefr allb calj 
Amida, wc llfsd many of chofe which we lee 
every day in the tcmplce of i,fngai\ parttcu- 
lajly tbt Gt)dA/:{ with many armu reprelaiting 
the powers of imturc, in ^gypi named Isis, 
and here or Im'» whofe image^ as it 13 

ocUibitt’d by the Q^rmau tiiaveUcr, all the Urah- 
mani to whiun I the wed it immedtatciy rccqg- 
ui^vd with a mixture of pi eaiitienhdenthunalni, 
It Uvety true, ihiuhnCH^rj/i differ widely from 
the natives of yapan In their vernacular dh'* 
lefts, in cxtertHl- rnauncrs, and perhaps in tha 
IfreOgth of ihdr mental facuities; but as ivLdo 
a diferciicc is gblcrvabk srnoitg all the nations 

of 
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of ilic fumily i aiid wc miglit account 
even for a greater diffittijlarity', hj ootifidcraig 
the nunkber of ages cluniig which tlic fcveril 
fwarms have Jkou tc pa rated from the great 
JndiMluvet to which the/ prlmnrily belonged. 

Tub mtideru JapaHe/e gave K.i;MrFKR the 
idea of poliJhjcd 'I or tan ; and it is reatemabte 
to bclieve> that the pcopte of who were 

originally iSndui of the ttiartiaJ clalSf and aJ’- 
vanced Either ea^iU'd than the Cbhiat^ have, 
l il^r tiictrif inlcnfibly diangcd ilictr features 
and chara£tcr& by intennarriagea with vartiiuc 
Tnr/flr/tifl rribes* whom they found loofdy 
feattcred (n‘cr their iilcs^ or who afterwards 
fixed tbeir abcxlc in them. 

MAVINO now Ihcivn, in five Djfcourfcs, that 
the jrlr(tbs and Tartars were origliiaily uifliiift 
neeSf while the litndm-, Chmefe and 
proceeded from another ancient flem, and that 
all the three ftema may lie traced to Ir&n^ a$ tp 
a common centre, from-wbtdi it U highly pro¬ 
bable, that they diverged in various dtreftions 
about four ihonfand years ago, 1 may leem to 
have accompli Ihcd my dcUgn of luvcfligating 
the origin of the AJiatkk nations; bur the 
qu^ioiis tvhtcli I undertook to diiculs are not 
yet ripe for a flri^analyttca! trgumeut: and it 
will firft be ncceflary to examine writh icttipu- 
lous attention all the detached or infulaied races 

of 
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of men, who either inhahit the border* of 
fndia^ Jrahia^ Tarittiy, Per/a, and CA/fltf, o'* 
zrc in'icffperred in the mouiitainoua and uncul¬ 
tivated parts of thofc extenfive regions. 

To this examination I ihall, tt our next An¬ 
nual Meeting, allot an entire Difeourfe; and 
if, after all our inquiries, no more than fbrtf 
primitive races can be found, it will he a fubfc- 
qucntcoufideTation, whether thofr three Hocks 
had one common root, and, if they had, by 
what means that root wax preferved amid the 
vjotatt (hocks which our whole globe appears 
evidently to have luHaincd, 


DIS- 


( *35 ) 


DISSERTATION VilL 

remarks. 

Clf TB1I 

ISLAND 

O F 

HINZOAN OR JOHANNA 


J^INZ I?'tiiinie which has been gra- 
rf milt y gorraptfed into 

Jtianny^ and Johanttd) has been governed about 
two centoricfl by a colony ofjfraht exhibit! 
acurcous iiiftance of the flow approaches towttrdi 
dvillzation which are made by a ImaJJcommo- 
nity, with many nacuial advantage, but with 
few means of improving them. An account of 
this African ifland, in vnhich we hear the 
language and fee the mannera of Arabia., may 
neither be uninterefllng in itlclf^ nor foreign to 
the objefts of enquiry propofod at tbc infhtutitm 
of our Sock^. 





hEMAEK^ OK THE lat^AKO Of 


Ok Monday the iSih of July 1783, after 
a voyage iji ilic CrocQilik of ten weeks and 
two days from the rugged Ulaiids of Capt Verd^ 
CUT eves were delighted with a prefpeet fo 
beautiful, that neither a,painter nor a poet could 
perfeaty reprefent St, and fo cheering <0 ns, 
ilm ircanjufliy be conceived by fuch only as 
have been ill on r preceding fituation. It was 
the fun rifmg in full Jplcndtmr on the Iflc of 
Mayain (as the teamen called k), which we 
had joyfully diftitiguilhod the preceding after- 
noon hy the height of its peak, and which now 
appeared at no graal dtlbnce from the windows 
fif our cabin; while Ihnia&m^ for which we 
had to Song i^snteil, was plainly difccrniblo 
a-liead, where its high lands pretented tJrein- 
(juIves with remarkable boIduclV Thewcashtr 
was fiir; the w’atcf fmootU; and n gentle 
breeze d/o^^e us calily tieforc dinner-time mitnd 
p rock, oil which the BriUxattt ftruek juft a year 
l:^fore, into a oumn^lious road *, where we 
dropped our anchor early in the ev'cning: we 
had fecn Mahihi^ siiotber 1111^ illaiidj lu the. 
courfc of the dav. 

•P 

Toe frigate w as preftiilty furmunded with 
canoes, anil the deck fnnn crowded with na¬ 
tives of all ranks, from the high-born chief, 
svha wafticd linen, to the half'-iiafecd flave. 
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Vehf) only pKldlcd. Moft of rficm hat! letters 
of rccommetsflaiioii from Engij/bfmn, which 
rtntie of them were ah!e to ttswi, thoilgh tUev^ 
fpdkc £Brf/^ imctflgiWv; and fomo ajipearcJ 
'vain of titles which onr counttymen ha<i 
given t!icm la phj, ACcordiuj{ to their fup- 
poftd ftatimws we had lordd* dukis, auJ 
princes on hoarJ| Itiliciting our coil not, and 
impomiohig us for prt&ms. In fn£t, they were 
too fcllMe ti> be prouil of empry founds, but 
iuftly imagiried, that tbofe ridiculous titles 
would ftret? as marki of dlftinflioO, and, by 
atlrafting notice, procure for them fomethtng 
fubftjuitial. Tilt only men of real con fcquence 
ill the ifland, whom we 6w before we landed, 
were ilie Gm-emor AorniLi-Air, fecond coufin 
to the King, and his brother Ai.wi', with their 
ftveral fons; all of whom will again be parti* 
cularly mcutioticd: they uuderftood A dLi, 
fflcms'd icaluts hi the ftiith, and 

admired my copies of the ^{karani luiiievcrirs 
of which "they read, whilft Ai.wj'pcrulcd the 
opening of atinihcr Arebhttt inatuifcript, snvd 
explaiticii it in more accurately than 

could have been capered. 

T«Ji nest morning ili^cwcd os the ifiand in 
all its beauty; and the Icene was fo diveriificJv 
that a diilhifl view of it could hardly hare beCfi 
exhibited by the bed pent il: you molf, there¬ 
fore, he laiisficd w'tih a mere delcriptioii, writ- 
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ten on the veiy ipot, and compared attentively 
with the natural landlcape. \Vc were at an¬ 
chor In a Imc bay^ and before us was a vaft am- 
phUhcatfc* of which you may form a general 
iiotion by pJ^oring In your minds a multitude 
of hills mhnitdy varied in fixe and fi^re, and 
then fuppofing them to be thrown togctlwr* 
with a kiitd of artlefs fymmetry, in all imagi¬ 
nable pofiriorts*. The hack ground was a (erics 
of mountaiita, one of which is pointed, near 
half a mile perpendicularly high from the level 
of the (ea, and little more than three miles 
from the (hore; all of them were richly clothed 
with wood, chiefly fruit-trees, of an cxqulfite 
verdure. I had feen many a mountalu of a 
flupendous height in ll'iHei and SvtfiJJ^erhtnii^ 
but never (aw one before, round the bo(bm of 
W'hich the clouds were almofl coutinually rol¬ 
ling, wh ilc its ^een fummit rolcflourifliing above 
them, and received from them an additionai 
brighmefs. Next to this diflant range of hills 
was ariorher tier, part of which appeared 
charmingly verdant, and part rather barren i 
but the contrafl of colours changed even this 
nakednefi into a beauty: nearer flifl were in¬ 
numerable mountains, or mthcr duffs, which 
brought down their verdure and fertility quite 
to the beach ; ib that every (hade of green, the 
I'wcetcfl of colours, was di(played at one view 

hr 
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by land atid by waters But noiluiig conduced 
more m the variety of this enchanting profpofi 
than the many rows of palm-trees, cfpecially 
the tall anil graceful Areca’s, on the (bores, lu 
the valleys, and on the ridges of hills, where 
one might atmolV fuppofe them to have been 
planted regularly by dcftgn. A more beautiful 
appearance cajt fcarec be conceived, than fuch 
n number of elegant palms in fncti a lituatioii, 
with luxuriant tops, like verdant plumes, placed 
at jull intervals, and (hewing bettveen them 
part of the remoter lafullcape, while they IcA 
the reft to be luppUed by the beholder’s imagi¬ 
nation. The town of lay on our 

left, remarkable at a diftance for the tower of 
the principal Molque, which was built by 
l lAM'atAH, a Queen of thcilktjd, from wlmni 
the prcfcnt King is delccndcJ : a little on our 
right was a fmall town, called Btiniaai. Neither 
the territory of iV/Ve, widt its olives, date- 
trees, and cypreflcs, nor the ifles of //tire/, 
with their delightful orange-groves, appeated 
fo charming to me as the viciv treni the road ot 
Jiimsuan t \vlncb, iicvcrthclcis, is far futpaiTctl, 
as the Captain of the CtocsJiiff atlored us, by 
many of the iftatids in the fouthern ocean. Iflife 
were not too Ihott for the complete dilchargc of 
all our rcipefVivc duties, publick and private, 
and for the acquifition even of neccfJbry know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge in any degree of peffeiHon, with Hox%'‘ 
much plealurc and improvement might a great 
j»art of it be Ipent m admiritig the bcaurkii of 
this wonderful orb, and contemplating the na¬ 
ture of man in all its traricties I 

Wfc halfencd to treodon firm Idtid, to which 
we had been lb long diftilcd, and tveiit oit fltote, 
after hiTakfall, to lee the town, and rctnm t!ie 
Governors vilit. As we walked, attendedhy it 
crowd of natK'cs# I Itirprlzed them by reading 
aloud an irircfiptton enter the gate of 3 

and ftill more» i\ hen I enterfrd it, bj 
esplainrog four lentcnocs, which were trrirteri 
vciy dillindlly on the wall, fignifyirtg, ** that 
** the world wag given us for our f)«Ti ctlifics*^ 

** tion, not for tho porpefc of TTtifiiig fump- 
“ tuouE bnilditigs; life, for the dilcharge of 
“ mortl and reltgioug duties, not tbr pleafiit^ble 
** indnl Tcnccd* wealth, to be Jilwrally be- 
** llowed. ni tavAricintifiy hoarrled ; nndlcam- 
lag to produce good actons, not cmpty^ciil- 
putc^" VVo could not but rclpcifl the 
icoiple even of a -falle prophet, in which we 
found linrh cxctilcnt mtiraiity .• we la\v nothing 
better among the Rwxi/& [rumpery in the 
church at Miidrrj. 

WfiEK vve came to Abdultw^h’s bou/b, 
we vvere conduficd rh rough a fmall canrt-yard 
into an open mom, on each liilc of which war 

a large 
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3 l^rgeand tonvcntent fofa^ and above it a irjgh 
bcd'plaee in a dark rectfi, over which a cbintR 
Connter|)jine hiing down from the ceiling: thi£ 
IS the ^eral ihrm of the bcO rooms iii the 
ifland ; and mofl nf tlie tolerable houles have a 
funtlar apartment on the oppdite itde of the 
coiiit, that there may be at all hour? a place in 
the fltade for dinner or for repotk We were 
enterpined with ripe dates fnom and 

the milk of cocoa-nuts; hut the heat of (be 
roam* which ftemed accefllble to all who chofe 
to enter it, anti tlie feent of mullt or civet, 
with which k was perfumed, fboii made ns dc- 
lirous of breathing a. purer air; nor could I be 
deuined Jong by the j^mhiek nianufcripts 
W'hich tlic Governor produced, bur which ap¬ 
peared of little ufe, and confequcntly of ho 
value, except to fuch as Jove mere curiofities; 
one of them, indeed, rekiing to the penal isw 
of the MohatrmidattSt 1 would gladly have 
purchafed at a juft price; hut he knew not what 
to alk, and I knew that better books on that Tub- 
jea might be procured in Befigal. He then 
offered me a black boy for one of my Alkomns, 
and prcflcd me to barter an Indian drofs, which 
he had feco on board the (hip, fbra cowand calf; 
the golden flippers attmfted him rooft, fmeehis 
wife, he laid, would like to wear them; and 
for tlut realbn I made him 3 prelect of them; 

R but 
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Iwt had dcHilicJ the l)Oiik aud tlio robe fnr his 
lupcrior. Nuhigb opininti could lie fhnncd of 
Savyad Abduj.lan, whoJicmed ver/eager 
for gMO, aod very iervjfe where he expelled it. 

Oim next vilk was w Smaiku SA UMt the 
King’s eldest fiin ; and if we had focu him firft, 
the flaic of civilization in would have 

appc:ircd at its ioweft eljb; the worft Eng/i/b 
hackney io the worft liable is better lodged^ 
and looks more princely than tlits heir ap- 
Ijarenti but though hU niien and apfiarci were 
extremely lavagCi yet allowattce fttould have 
bcai made fm his iUnefs, which, as we after¬ 
wards learned, was an abfcefi tn the fpleen, a 
dilbrder not unconimon in that counriy, and 
frequently cured, tgfteably to (he Arabian 
pradicc, by the aflual cauteryt He was iii- 
ceflantJy cbeu iiig pieces of the jfwe-rtu/ vrith 
ihcH-Limc; actiftotn lx>rrowed, I fuppole, from 
the InSmij who greatly improve the com- 
politkai with fpices and betel-leaves, tn which 
they fontuttly added camphor \ aft the natives 
ot rank chewed it, hilt not, (thhilt, to fo great 
an excels. Prince SA'i-iai fmiu time to time 
gaaied at bimlclf with complacency in a piece 
of broken lookhig^gjal^ which w-aa glued on a 
linall u»rd, a fpccimcji of wrotehednefs which 
we obf^ved in no other houlc; but many cir- 
cumftanccs . convinced us tlwt the ajjparcjitiy 
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low coltditbn of hts Royal HioTiMcfs* who 
was not on bad terms wiili liis taiher, and 
l^mednot to wantauthontyi proceeded wholly 
from his avarice. His brotJvelr HAWDitLtAU, 
who gicfieraily rcfJdcs rh the town of 
has a very different cliarjfter* being efteemed a 
hian of worthy good fenfe, ahd learning; he 
had Come the day before to on hear- 

ingthat art EttgU^ frigore was In the toad % and 
I having gone oat for a few minuEes to read an 
mfcriptioh, found him on my return 
devouring a manulcript, which I had left with 
fotne of the company. He is a Khdi or Ms- 
f/atnttjeJan |udge; and as he feemtd to have 
more knowledge than his countrymen, I was 
ejctremely concerned that I had fo little coiiver- 
latiort with him. TThe Ring* StiAikit AttMnOi 
has a younger fon, named whole 

ufoal rcfidcncc is in the town of ITdnr, which 
he Ihldom leaves, as the (hue of his health Is 
Very infirm. Since the fucceffian m the title 
and autlioriiy of Sulran is not unaltcrabty fitted 
in one line, but requires confirmaiion by the 
Chiefs of the iflancl, it is not iniprobaWc that 
they may hereafter be Conferred ott Prince 
HA^^Dl:n.r.Art. 

A LITTLE beyond the hole in which Sa'^ljM 
received us, was his f/tfrjjm, or the aparrmenc 
of his women, which he permiricJ us all to fte, 

R a n»t 
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tiot through politciicfs to flntigcrs, as we 
bzUcvcd at firft, buc, as I learned aftenvards 
from hts own lips, in ejtpeilaaon of a prefecit; 
we faw only two or three tnirerablc creatures 
wth their heads covered, while the lavonrite, 
as we fuppoled, llood behind a coarlc ourtain, 
and Hicwcd her ankles under it loaded with 
lUver rings { which, if Hio was capable of re- 
fleawn, Ihc rouft have confidcred aa glittering 
fetters rather than oniamcnts; but a rational 
being would have preferred the condition of a 
wild bca/1, expofed to perils and hunger In a 
fortft, to die fplcndid mifery of being wife or 
miftrefstg Sa'i^im. 

Hkfobe we returned, At.wrivus defimnsof 
ftewing me bis books; but the day was too 
far advanced, and I pmmifed to vifit him fome 
other morning. The Go\'emor, however, pre¬ 
vailed on us to lee his place in the country, 
where he invited us to dine the next day : the 
w alk ;va» eRtremcly plcafaur from the town to 
the fide of a rivulet, which termed In one parr 
a fmall pool very convenient for bathing, and 
thence, through groves and to the foot 

of a hill ; but the dining-room was little better 
rhan an open bom, and was reconumcndcd orJy 
by the coolncfs of its fliadc. AuDL'i-t. a» would 
accompany us on our return to the (hip, toge¬ 
ther with two Afff/ii'tt who jpoke iii- 

dideretitty. 


HIKJOAU OTt JOIIAKKA, *45 

difTercntlVt and fccmed eager to fee all my- ma- 
nufcriptsi but they were very ituMlerately 
learned, and gs«acd wUh Itupid wonder on a fine 
copy of the Ham'^b and on other coHcaions 
of ancient poetry. 

Earxv the next morning a black meflenger, 
with a tawney lad as hia interpreter, came from 
Prince Sa^lim ; who, having broken h» per- 
rpcftive-glafs, willicd to procure Another by 
purchafe or barter: a polite anfwcr was re¬ 
turned, and fteps taketi to gratify his wiflicx 
As we on our part exprefltd a defire to vidt the 
King at Dotakil, the Prince’s mefTeoger told ue, 
that his maftcr would, no doubt, lend us pa¬ 
lanquins (for there tvas not an horfe in the 
iflaiid), and order a fufficient number of hi« 
vaSals to carry us, whom we might pay for 
their trouble, as we thought jull s we com*. 
itiiflioned him, therefore, to adc that favour, 
and begged that all might be ready for our ex- 
curfion before fun-rifc. that we might efcape 
the heat of the noon, which, though it was 
the middle of winter, we had found exedfive. 
The boy, whole name was Combo Mm>i* 
ilaid with us longer than his eompnion: there 
ws fomethiiig in his lookfo ingenuous, and in 
his broken fo fimple, that we eu-» 

couraged him to continue his innocent prattle. 
He wrote and read witrably well, and 

R 3 
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fct do^ iiij dclire the names of icreri! rowna 
in dieinatid, whlch^ IJcfirfl told me, was pro- 
|>ej-!y called The feulr of hogging 

for whatever he liked, he had itt common ivhh 
the Governor and other nobles; but hardly in ^ 
greater degree : hts £rfl petition for fome kvcii'> 
der*water was readily grained ; and An.ulL b^tlo 
of it was In ncccptaUe to him, that, if we had 
fullered him» he would have kilTcd uui feci t 
but it was not for bimfclf iIwl he reydeed fn 
extravagantly; he told us« with tears Harting 
(irom hi^ f.vcs, that hia muthet would be pleated 
syich itj and the idea of her plcal'urc Iccmed lo 
fill him w'hh rapture! never did 1 iic filial af- 
feilion moro ^armiy felt, pr mure tenderly 
and, in my opvtion, unadcfledJy cspreiltKlf 
yet this hoy was not a favourite of the officers* 
w ho thought him arifuL flis mother*! nune, 
he &id, w^l 5 he inippr- 

tuiicd us to vijw her; conceiving, 1 fuppo/c* 
tiiat all tnankind muft lov^ and admxm Iicf; 
W'e promiled to gr^itify him i and, having made 
him icvcral preleiits, permitted him to return. 
A^. he re milled me of Aladdin In xht 
hiOR tale, 1 defigned to give him that name in a 
rjctiaipmendatory le^er* which he prefT^ me 
to wnte^ Inlh^d of TloMiKao, as fomc 
T.uft^cn yifitur had ridieuIoulTy called him; 
but, fince the allmTon wo^l^ have beenge> 

nctally ‘ 
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hcttiHf knaw'TJt and fincc the title of Ai&u 
€\t Ejftijtfttcf iaf^aitk^ might have offended hia 
fhperiora, J thou^t it ath-ifeable for him to 
keep his J/rkatt name, 

A VEiiY indiftVrent dinner was prepared for 
tisar thehoufc of the Governor, whom «cdkl 
not fee the whole tby^ as it was the beginning 
aTRamnSts^ the Mohammed^ Lfrtit and he 
engaged m hiS' devotions, or made iheitt 
hiiesfciife; but his eldeft Ton fat by us, while 
we dined, together with hfu'sA. who svasem¬ 
ployed, jointly with bis brother Hosaix, as 
purveyor to the Captain of the frigate. 

Ha VINO ohferved a very elegant fhnib, that 
grew about fix feet high in the court-yard, but 
was not thett in flower, I learned with plealure, 
that it svis of which \ had read fi> mtich 

in Arahmn poems, and which Ettrapian hota- 
nrfls have ijdiculoufly named Mu's a 

brulll'd fomc of the leaves, and, having moilt- 
cned them with water, applied them to oUr 
nails, and the tips of our finger^ which in a 
fhort time Iwcame of a dark orange-fcarlet, I 
had before conceived a difTcrenc idea^ of this 
dye, and imagined, that it w^s tiled hy the 
Arabs to imitate the natural rcdrids of thofo 
parts in young and healthy perfon*. which m 
all countries muft he confidered as a beamy: 
perhaps a Icfs quantity of IM, 
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dittcfieiitly prepared, might ha^'c produced that 
expect. The old men in yira^iaufed the iamed ye 
to conceal their gray hair, while their ilaugh'^ 
tcr« were dyeing their f ipi and gums black, to iei 
off (he whitciicfs of their teeth ; lb univerfa! 
in all nadons and ages are perlbiial vanity, and 
a love of difguUjng truth; though in all cafes, 
the farther our fpecies recede from riatLire, the 
farther they depart from true beauty ; and men 
at leafl fhould difdain to ule artijice or deceit 
for any purpofeor on any occahon ; if the wo¬ 
men of rank ar Parh, or ihofc in Lftnshti who 
with to itqitare them, be iiiclinod to call the 
jirjfhi barb;ir{ans, let them view their own 
hcad-dteiles and cheeks in a gUfs, and, if they 
have left no room for btufhes, be inwardly at 
lead athamedof their cenAire,' 

Ik the afternoon J w-alked a long way up the 
mountains in a winding path amid pl^ts and 
trees no Icis new than beautiful, and regretted 
exceedingly that very few of them were in 
bloAom, as I fhouldthen have had {cifuretoexT 
amine them. C'uriofity led ipe from hill to bill : 
and I came at laA to the fourcesof a rivulet, 
which we had pafTod near the fhore, and from 
w'htch the fhtp wasio be JijppUed with excellent 
\vater. I law no birds on the mountains but 
Ouinca-fowl, which might have been eafily 
caught; no iiitccls were troublef<)me to me but 

oAjuitos j 
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maiLiuituf; aiiJIhailno feu* of venomous rep¬ 
tiles, having been afluted that (he air was lOO 
pure for any to cxiil in ic; bur 1 was olreu uu> 
willingly the cauie of fear to the gctitlc atjJ 
haimlcfe lizard, who ran among the forubs, 
On my return I miflctl the }^th by which 1 
had afccuded: but having met feme blacks ladeu 
with yamt and pkutaiti!;, t was by them di- 
rciiled lo another, which led me raund, tlirougfi 
4 cliarming grove of cocoa-trees, to the Oover- 
ifor’s country-feat, wlicrc our entert-uomeut 
was ciofed by a (illabub, which the had 

caught the to make- for thcDi< 

We received no anfw'cr from, SA'i.tM i nor. 
Indeed, e^peacd one, fiiice we took for granted 
that he could not butapprovf our iiiccfuioti of 
viliting his father; aiid we went on Ihore be¬ 
fore fun-rife, in full cxpeilfttbii of a pleafaut 
cjtcurfian w Uwwmm', but we were happily dif- 
appointed, Ihjs fervants at the Princess door 
(old us coolly, that their m4lcr wps indilpofed, 
ajid, os they believed, allasp j that he had given 
them no orders concenibg bis palanquios* a^id 
(hat tiiey durlt not dillutb Itiin. Anwi' foon 
came to pay us hia eompliniciitSt and was fol¬ 
lowed by htBctdeftfon AtiMCU, with whtxtiwe 
walked to the gardens of the two Princes Sa lim 
and Hamoullah ; the fituation was naturally 
good but wild and dcfelatcj and In Sa*x-im t 

garden* 
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gjiidcn, which wcctitcr;d ihmugh miicrablo 
hov'e], wc 'liw 3 cortvciticnr hAthirjg-plaice, well 
built with Jlune. but then in ' diibrdcr j 

anti a fh^'lw w.iy of fiimmer-hmilc, like that 
under which \irc dined at ilic Goyernor'ft, but 
foniller* and Icfi n«t. On the gmimd taj Jt 
Itini! of cradle, alotJt fijt feet king, and lirtic 
more than Oil c foot Jn breadctn made of cords 
twifled ill a fort of clnm^y nct-tvorlt, with a 
long thick bamboo lixed to each fide of it i this 
wc heard with furprizic was a royal palantjuki, 
and one of the vehicles In which we were to 
have lieen rockctl on meh'a Ihnuklors over the- 
I had much convertntinn with 
An^tco, whom I found intelitgent and cam-> 
mnnicative. He told me, that l^eral of his 
foimrrymen'oompolctl iowgs and tunes ; that 
he s»'3S himfclf a pflioriate lover of pnetiy and 
jnufic, and titat if wc would dine at hlF houfo 
he would pHy and fing tn «s. We dtclified liia 
invitation to dinner, as we had made a condi¬ 
tional pit^ife if ever w'^c pallL'd a day at Maifa~ 
tmd^ to at our curry wirh Ba'wa' C?jbu, an- 
hotiell man, of whom we pmehafisd eggs and 
vegetables, atiJ ro whom (bme l^^UjltDien had 
given the title of Lord, which made him ex*. 
trcmcly vain t we cordd thcrcfb.'C malcc Say- 
YA't Ahmtjc only a morning vifir. He fuiig a 
hymn or two in and accompanied liis 

diwwling iho" pathetic plalmodv with a kind 

of 
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pf manditlinCt which he touched 'ivhh an awk-^ 
ward mjill : the inilrument wjifi rerv impcrfcit^ 
hut fcftned to gira him deJight. 1 he itame$ 
fit the (1 rings were written on it m ^rabim or 
InSan figores, (tmptc and compounded ; but I 
could mit think tlitm worth copying. Me gave 
Captain Williamson, who wiflied topnefciit 
fomc litcraTj curiotitics to die library at Duhtirt^ 
a (mall roll, containing a hymn tit Arabkk kt- 
tens, but ui the language of M^mhasta^ which 
WTis mixed with Arahkh t but it hardly deferved 
examiiiatiou, iTnce the lludy of Imguages has lit¬ 
tle in tdnlic value,and is only ufcful as the iufiru- 
meot of real knowledge, which we can 
fcance eepeflt from the poets of 
Aiimkd would, f believe, have heard our 
pean airs (1 always except French mplody) with 
rapture *, fcr his lavouiite tune w-as a common 
In/b jig, w'ith which he feemed wonderfully 
affcflctL 

On our return to the beach I thought of vU 
filing old Alwi^, ^cording to rny promile, and 
Prime SA^t-nt, wholecharafter I had not then 
dllcovered, I rcfolvcd for that purpofe to flray 
on Ihore alone, our dinner with having 

been fised at an early Uou r. A Lwf (hewed me 
his tnanuferiprs, which chieflv related to the ce* 
rcmoiiies and ordinances of own religion ; 
and one of them, which 1 had formerly fen in 

Evrop'f 
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Europff was a coJre^ioti of fubltmc and elegant 
liymns tnpraileof Mohammed, ndch explana¬ 
tory notes In the margin. I reque/led him to 
read ente of them after die manner of the jirahst 
and he ebaunted it in a Arain by no means un- 
plea/tng ; hut 1 am perfuaded that he underAood 
it very imperfectly. The room, which was 
open to the Aroet, was prcfcntly emw-deJ with 
enfitors, moA of whom were Mttftt'jf or fx* 
pctinJeri sf tbt lait '; and Alw!', deli i ons, per* 
haps, to diiplay hb 2 cal before ihcni at the ex- 
pen cc of g€>od-breeding, directed my atCcmioii 
tu a paiTagem a Commentary ojt the Ron a'n, 
which 1 found levelled at the Chrifiatm* Tlic 
rammentaior, having related with ibme addi- 
Lioiia (hut, on the whole, not rnaccurtttcjy) the 
qircum Aaticcs of tlic temptation, puts this fpecch 
i;ito the mouth of die tempter ; ** T hough I am 
unable to delude thee, yet 1 wiD mlfleadhy thy 
means more human creatures than thou wilt 
** let right." “ Nor was tliis menace vain," ftys 
tire Mohamatedan writer,'* for the inhabitants 
** of a rpgiop many thoufand leagues in extent, 
are Aill fo dejuded hy the devil, that they im- 
** oudycalt Ts A theioii of God, Heaven pre- 
♦* (wvc Hi/’ he adds. '* frpm bUfphemingCliri- 
** ALin^, as wella& blafphcming Jews!” Altho’a 
religious difpute w'idt thofo cbAiiiatc aeatois 
W'ould have been uiifeafonableaud fruitlcAi yet 
iliev dderved, f thought, a flighi neprehcrdioti, 
ns the attack Iccmcd to be concerted among 

thorn. 


iHS'?,UAS» OK JOJIAWA. 

tlicm. ** The commetn.not,’^’ &id J, “ liras 
“ much to blame for piling fo itiilUcrlmHiate 
** andi bafly a ccofurc: the rltlc whidi give your 
** JegiHaior, apd gives you iucfi od'eucef ivas of- 
** ten applied in Judea, by a bold llgurc, agree* 
** able to the Htirew ui/wi, though unufoal in 
** ^rtiifici, to to i/dv uicft, aiiiteveii to a/i 

ffmijihtJ, who are commiuided to cal! Crod 
“ ibeirfathtr ; iiiditi this large fctifc \\\e. Ap<)ftts 
“ to the Pjjtrumt calls rhe clefl the tbildr^u of 
** God, and tbc Messiaie l\\t^rji^-hurn atnottg 
** many bntbreH ; but tlie ivords wly-hegattfA 
** arc applied tranlcetideiitly and iucomprabl/ 
to him alone * ; and as for me* who lidicve 
** tbc Icripfurcs, whkb you aifo profets to bc- 
“ liev'c, though yon alien without proof that 
** we have altered them, 1 cannot refuie him an 
** appdlacion, though furpalTing our rcafuu, 
** by which be is dilhn^ilhcd In the Gofpcl i 
•' and the believers in XIuhammah, wlioex- 
“ prcfsly names him the Mess r ah, and pto- 
“ nouQCcs him to have been bom of a virgin. 
“ which alone might fully julljfy the pbrafe 
** condcmtied by this autboft arc themfcivts 
condeinnablc for cavilling at words, when 
** they caimotobjeft tailie fubibiiccofour faiih 
** cotdijdcQtly with their own.” The Afafei- 
maui had nothing to fay in reply ; and tbc 
coDverlatlon was changed. 

*Rcai.viit.-i^ See i.1> r.BanuiiViJjt.ajir^S^- 
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I wASAdofiifTicd M the queftions v.*hicli Al-* 
wi' pul lo me concerning the late jicace and the 
iiidqj«idcnce of Mi^rica ; the Icvcrvil p<j\vcrs 
and rcfouTccs of Britain and Fraacf^ Spah and 
ihe charaftcr auti Tuppofc^l views of 
the ILmfkAor X the compar»nvc rtrcjtgrh of the 
Hu^dn, Jmperiaf, and OthmamTUiit^^ and their 
rcfpcSjvc modes of bringing thdir farces to ac* 
tion, 1 atifwertd him w ithout referve, except on 
the ftate of our pofTefliona in ladia ; nor were 
my anfwcrt lofl ; for I obferved that all the com¬ 
pany were varioTjfljr afiecler! by them^ generally 
with amaxement* often with concern; cfpe* 
dally w'hert 1 deferTbed to them the great force 
and admirable difciplbc of the Jht^rian army, 
and the Ihipid prcfudiceii tif ihe whom, 

nothmgcaji indneeto abandon their old Tarta- 
tian bsMs, and expofetl the weaknefs of their 
eiTipire hi ^fficdy adid even Iti the more dilhant 
prminccs tif Jffa^ in renirn he gave me dear 
but general iiifonoation concerning rhe govern¬ 
ment and commerce of his Hland ; ** hiscoun- 
** try,” he faiil, ** was poor, and produced few ar- 
rides of trade ; but if they cnold get money, 
** tvifki thtjf now prtfiTrtJ (9 

ihcfe were his w'otd-i, ** they might caiiiy,'* 
he .iddcd, praciire fo/dgn comnioditics, am! 
** exchange them advaiitigeotrfly w'ith thdf 
** nctgli iHuifii in the ilitnds and On the continent: 

thus with a little money,” faid he, ** we 
“ purchafe mulkcts, powder, balls, cuilaUcs# 

** knives. 


K1K2UAII OR 355 

knives^ doti^3, riw ctKtoiit oud othcf articles 
** brought from and with iliofe uc 

** trade to Mdd^^&fc4f Idr the uaioral [trodace 
*♦ of the country or for dollar^t with which the 
•* French buy cattle, honey, butter, and lb tortli, 
** in that iflanJ. With gold, which we receive 
** from vour Ibips^ %ve can procure elephants 
** teeth from the natives of Mssaadi^uft wiio 
** barter them abb for a mm unit ion and bars of 
iron ; and the Pertugoi/e in that country give 
" us cloths of various kinds in exchange for our 
“commodities: iliofc cloths we dif jjofc of lu- 
•* crativcly in the three neighbouring Iftmds ; 
“ whcuco we bring rice, cattle, a kind of hread- 
** fruit which grows In CorMro, and ftaves, 
*• which we buy allb at oilier pbeett to which 
** we trade ; and we carry on this trafEc in our 
own vefleU.” 

Hers I could not help ejcpreflTingmy abhor- 
itnce of their S/itvf 'Trade, and alkcd him by 
whai law they claimed a prop;rty in rationaj Lc* 
logs, finca our Creator had given our fpedcs 
ft dominion, to be moderately cscmilcJ, Over 
the bcafts of the field and the foo ls of the sir, 
but none tnutt evtr fitJH. ** By no taw, sn- 
fwered he, “ utilcfs ncccifitY be a law/' There 
** are nationstn who 

** know neither Gon nor his PRopttRT, nor 
“ Mosss, nor Davlo, m>r the MssstAn: 

** tlwfc nations ire in perpetual war, atid take 

** many 
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** many capiivcs, whom* if they could not 
they would certainly kill. ltiJtvidu<ils among 
** ihcto arc in cjttrcmc poverty, aud iiavc nuro- 
“ bersof children, wlio, if they cmiuot bedif* 
** pofed of, mull perifh climugh buriger, togc* 
** titer with their mifcnthle pa rents. By purchaf- 
** ing; thefe wretches we preferve their lives, 
** and, perhaps, thoie of many others, whom 
out money rcHertts. The fum of the argii- 
ment rs this : If we buy them, they will Hve 
** —if they become valuable Icrvanis, they will 
*' Jive comfnrtahly ; bur if they are not Ibid, they 
muft die miferabiv/’ ** There tnav be," (aid 
1, **- fuch calcs, but you fallacioufly draw a ge- 
“ riera) conctullon Trotn a frw' 2 >i)rrlcu]ar In- 
fiances; and this is the vm' ^JJaev which, 
*' on a thoufaiid other otcalion?, deludes mau" 
kind. Jt is not to be doubted that n ronllant 
** and gainful trafile in human creatures foments 
war. In which captives arc always made, and 
** keeps up ibac perpetual curnUy tvliich you 
pretend to be the fttaj? of a piuflicc in itfclf 
“ rcpnehcnfible, while in truth it is its 
The fame traffic cneouragea lazincfs in fbmc 
“ parenrs, who might in genenil fupport ibctr 
** families by prefer indufliy, and Icduccs 
** others to fliflc their natural feelings. At inofl, 

»* your Icdcinprion of ihofc unhappy ohildreri 
** can amount only to a pcrional contmcl, im- 
** pheJ bcttt^eeii you, for gratitude and reafott* 

It 
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•' aUle fen-ice on tlirir pare— for kiudnefa ami 
** bonMnitv on vtnir^s j but can tom ibitilt yjiur 
part (lerfiirmeJ by tiirpoiTug of tbetn againft 
rbcif wilts, with as mtidii indiffi'rciicir it 
•* you were felling cattle ; erpeciaJl/ as they 

** tniehi becatne readers of the KobaS, .mil 
■* pillars of your Faith The law, (itidhe, 

forbids our felling ihenti when (hey are l>c- 
'* Itcvers in (he rnoFKiiT ; and little children 
only are fold, nor tltcy often, or hy all iml^ 
*» ters/' ** You 'jiIio believe in JVItiiiAM7<iEOt 
ftkl I, *• arc bound by the fpjni and letter of lui 
Uws to tabc paiiis'that llicy alio may believe 
« in him; and if you tieglefl fo important a 
“ duty for fbrdkl gain* I do not fee how you 

** call hope Inr profpcniy tn this world, or for 
happtnef^ in the next," My old triend and 
the Mt-yTis aflentcJ, and muttered a few 
prayers, but probably forgot my preaching be¬ 
fore many minurca had palTcJ. 

So much lime had flipped away in this con- 
verfiiciori, that 1 could make but a fliort vifit to 
Prince Sa'lim : my view in yifiling him was to 
fix the iihte of our journey u> as early as 

poiliblc oil the next morning* His appearance 
was more fav,^gc than ever, and I found him in 
a difpoittioii to complain bitterly of the Englifh- 
** J*Jb nckuowledgrment," he laid, had been 
*' made for the kind attenttriisof himlclf and 
« the chief men h his country m the officers 

« and people of the BtMtmt, though a whole 
^ g year 
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” year bad eUpfbJ fmcc the wreck." I really 
wotidcrcd St (he Kirgetl'ttJner^ to tviilch ahme 
ftich a tsegJci!^ could be imputed ; ajid allured 
him, thst J would cxpnrfs my opinion both ia 
and Li letters to Eag/j/iJ. "■We have 
“ UtiJc," laid he, to hope from icitcrs, for 
“ whets we h:.ve been paid with them ialtcad 
“ of money, and have Ihcwn them on board 
your (hips, ivc have cantnnouly been treated 
“ with difihiti, asid often with imprccaiioiii." 
I affured buo, diat either thole letters mu ill 
have been written coldly and by very obfeure 
perfoiu, or Ihewn to very ill-bred men, of 
whom there ivcre too tmay in all nations, hut 
that a few tiifbnices of rudenefs ought not lo 
give him a general prejudice agaitsAour national 
eharadcr. “ IJut you," ftid he, ** arc a w^lthy 
** nation, and we are ijidigcut; yet though all 
*' our groves of vocua-trccs, our fruits, and 
** our cattle are ever at your lcr\'ice, you al- 
" ways try to make hnird barg^ns with us fur 
** what you cliuie todifpolcot^ and frequentty 
** IViU neither JcU svor give thole things wdiicli 
** we principally want,'' “To form," faid 1, 
a jufl opinion of Bnglt/lvrtfftt you muft 
“ vifit us ill our own Hbnd, orat leaf! b India-; 
” here we arc ftrangers and travellers r many 
“ of us have no defign to trade in any coua- 
** fry» and none of u5 tlitnfc of tra^g jq 
“ If;n:iUi)ti, where we ftop only for rcfrefti- 
** menr. The clothes, arms, or inllrumeiirs 

“ which 
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which yi)u msv" want are commonly 
*♦ neceirary or conrenient to usj but if Say- 
*' YAPAi.wi'or h)s (oris were to be ftran^rs 
** tn our Country, you (houidhavc no reofon to 
boaft offiipcriotHoffritanty ** Heihcnflioved 
me a fecond time a pare of aji old filk veft, with 
the ftar of the Order of the ThitJe, and begged 
me to explain the motto ; expre/iinga with dwt 
the Of fer might b,- crjiferrtd on him by the 
King of Exolano in rertim for his goodofScca 
to the 1 reprefented to him the im- 

poflibility of his being gratified, and took occa- 
fion to fay, that there was more true dignity in 
their own iiativ'e titles dian iu thole of Friiice, 
0uke and Lord, which had been idly giireu 
them, but had noconformirv to their manuerA 
or the conftirutioa of their Oovcrnmnit. 

1 HIS convcrlatton being agreeable to neither 
of us, I changed it by defiring that the plan- 
quiuauid bearers might be ready next morning 
ns early as poffible: he atifwered, char his pa** 
lauqubis were at our fervlce for nothing, but 
that SVC mull pay him ten dollara for cflcb fee of 
bcarera ; that it tvas the flated price, and that 
Mr- Hastings had paid it when he went to 
vifit the King. Tl;d$f I learned afterwards, 
VfBi^ fallc; but in all events 1 knew that he tvouH 
keep the dollars himlelf^ and give nothing to the 
bearers, who dclerved them better, and w*bom 
S a he 
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he wqul4 eompcl lo Icnw their ccKEnge« aiui|tiit 
iur hts pn>lit* ** Can you ioinguie, t rcpticiif 
'* that wc Wiiulcl employ laur find twciily mcit 
** lo bear lb far oti their Ihoulder^ without 
*■* rcwandhig them smpty ? But lliirc they are 
** free men (fo he had allured me^ tmd not 
your lLve«, we will pay them in proportion 
** to their dfligcnoc and good lichavlourf and 
«* it btreomw neither your digniry nor ours to 
** make a previous bargain.” 1 (hewed him an 
elegant copy of the Kordn^ which I delliited 
for his ^hcff and deferibed the reft of my 
prcfcni; but he coldly alkcd, if that uras all. 
Had he been King^ a purie of diy dalLun 
would have given him more plcafure than the 
fineft or holieft miaiufcnpr. Finding him» in 
convcrllng on a variety of lul^cdts, utterly void 
of intelligence or principle, 1 look my leave, 
and faw him no more, but promiied to let him 
know for certain whether we Iboold make our 
imerHlcd cxcurlion. 

Wf; dijicd hi tolerablecnmibtt, and had occa* 
dot!, In the couHc. of the day, to obferve die 
manners of the natives in. the midtUc nuik, who 
arc called BA Vas, and ali of whom have flares 
bonftantfyat ivorkfor them, Wcvlftted tlic mo¬ 
ther ofCOMko.wAl>E, wbofetmedmalbdon but 
little railed above In Jigeiicc ; and her hulbaud, 
Tvhoivasa marhier, bartered ati jfrahlck Treatife 
on ftroiiomy and Navigat ion , which he had read, 
for sJea-compafs, of which he wcH knew the ufe. 

In 
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Jk the I had converged with two 

very old ^rid’i of TmfMi w-lw had brought 
fbmc arnclca of trstk \o i and in the 

aftentoon 1 met anad'-et* who had come from 
Mitjkit (where ai that time there waj a civil 
war) !o j>urchalc, if he could, an hundred ^id 
of arms. J told them bU* that 1 loved their na¬ 
tion, and they returned my compUmcnc^ with 
great wnimth* efptcially the two old men, who 
were near fonrltore, mid reminded me of 
ZoHAiR and ! f a'“rbth. 

So bad an account had been given me of 
fhe road over the mountain?, that f diflbaded 
my companions fram thinking of the journey, 
to which the Captain became rather difiti- 
clincd; but as f w-ifhcd to be fully acquainted 
with a country which I mi^t never fee again* 

• ‘ T wrote the next day to Sa'i,iM, requeuing 
him to lend me one palanquin, and lo order a 
fuffidient number of men i he icivt me no writ- 
reii aufwcr, which I aferibed rather to his in- 
CApacitv than to rudciicis • hut the Govcnior, 
with A I. wi" and two of his ionsi* ernne on tioard 
in the evening, and laid, tljat they had icen 
mv letters; that all fhould be ready; but that 
I could not pav Icls ibrihc men than ten dollars* 

I faid, I would pay more, but it fhot^ be to 
the men themfclves, according -fo their ^^ha- 
viour They rciumed fomewhat difllitiinco, 
after 1 had played at chefs wdth Alwi s younger 
S 3 fodj 
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{bn* in whofc tn^nnrr and addre/s ibtrc was 
fbmcrbing r^markaMy pJnilng. 

Before futi^ri/ct on ihe sd (if I 

went alone on fhorc, with a fmnU balket of 
fuch proviilons I might want rn Uie courfb 
of rlie day. and with fomc ciUWons to make 
the PiinceV palanqiiiii st lead a tolenhlc vc* 
hide; but tlie Prince refojved to receive 
[he duUara to which hts men were entided; 
and he kiiciv that, as 1 was eager for the joiu*- 
n:rt, he coidd preferibe hts own terms, OJ4 
Alwi^ tact tne on the beach, and brought ce> 
rufes. from Sa'um. who, he faid. was in^ 
dilpoletj. He condnflcd me to his himl!c ; and 
turned tather defiron? of perfuading me to 
abiindun my deltgn of vihtiiig the Kingt but 1 
allured him, that if the Prince would not lup- 
j ly me with proper actendamip, J wuuld 
to DiitiiMi With my own fervanis and a guide. 

** Shaieh Sa'lim,” he fJd, ** vvas mifcr'» 
** aldy avaiitioiJ$; that he was aniamcd of a 
**' kinlinan with fttch a dil^fition t but that 
“ he was no Icfs obftinate than eovetous, and 
that without Mo dollars paid in hiind it w'ould 
“ lie imjtoflible to procure iicarers.’* 1 then 
gave liim three gainear, which he carried of 
pjetendeJ to carry to Sa^lim, but returned 
without the change. aJIdging that he had «o 
lUvcr, and promifing to give me on my return 
the few doll.irs that remained- In about an 
hour the tidicubus vehicle was brought by 

nine 
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liiHc flurdv hlflirks, vvUo coufd fiot fpcak a word 
i lb that I e3(fw<fletl no mformat'ion 
cunci^njmg the country through which I was 
to travel; hut Al^vi' aflIfteJ me la a politt of 
ihc Mtitiofl cojifeqiiciicc, *' You cannot go,*' 
Call! he, ** without an interpreter; /br the King 
** fpeak-t only the hnguage of thia tfland; but 
** 1 haee 3 Icrvaot whole name Is Tvmu'ni, a 
** fciifible and worthy mart, who underftandj 
Ettgiijh, and is much cAoemed by the King: 
** he is known and ^Tvlued all over Jlinzuan, 
This man (hall attend you; and you will 
** loon be fenjlblc of hU worth." 

Tuwu'm deiired to carry my balkct, and 
we let out with a profpeA of line weather, but 
lomc hours later than I had intended. I walked 
by the gardens of the two Princes to the fkirta 
of the town, and carpo t^> ^ Ihtle village coii- 
iiftingof levciai very neat mtts made chiefly 
with the krii'cs of the cocoa-irec; but the rond 
u little farther was fo Aoiiy, that I fat in the 
palaiu]uin, and was borne widi perfcA fafety 
over fbmc rock s, i then deli red my guide to 
alTure the men, that I would pay them liberal* 
Ijr; but the poor peafants, who had been 
brought from their firms on the hills, were not 
perfe^Uy aetjuainted whth the ufe of money, 
and treated my proroile with itidiflerence. 

About five miles from Matfwnuda lies the 
town of md, where Shaikh AnouLtAtf, who 

has already been mentioned, ufually rciides. I 

S 4 
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faw Ie at a diibticc, and “ fecmtd to be agrecs 
ably iJluatfd. When 1 had pahl-d the nKky 
pari uf ihc road I came to a floiiy hneb, where 
the lea appeared TO have lofl foinc gmunti, finco 
there was a line iknd to the lefti find heyon i it a 
Ixrautiful bay, which re/cmblcd that of //>y- 
/noittl', and feetred crpiiUr convenient for hath* 
iiig; but it did not app^ear to me, rliat the fionca 
oter which I was carried had been recenUy co¬ 
vered with water, Heie J faw the irisrate, and 
taking Itave of it fiir two diiys, turned from the 
cOjd into a fine countty very neatly cuhlvarcd, 
andcQudifliiig parti V m lulh^ek.!; cxqnifitely'^cn, 
ji.iiiJy of pbiits which w-rns: then in a gaudy 
drri’s uf rich ycIlow' blodoiriii: my gulite iit- 
ibmied me that they wete planbiionn of a kind 
of vetch which wns oten by thr naTives, Cot- 
rages and ^nns were imerf'perfed all met this 
gay champai^, and the iiiiole feeue was de¬ 
lightful ‘ hitr ir w-ns fyem changed frrr bcautipa 
of a dfiTcrtnr loTT. We deferuded into a cool 
valley, through which rtn a riviiLt of perfectly 
dixir Walter: nnd ihcre finding my vehicle im- 
cafv, though front (he laughter and rnernmetic 
of my lx?3Tcr?i l coficlLidcd ibern to Tie quite at 
their eafr, J Itade tJicm let me down, and 
'.valktd bfjoie them all the reft of the wmy. 
hlotiniainselrthr'd with fine trees and flowering 
ihrubs prefiiriictl rbcmrclves onoiir afceiit from 
(he vale, and Wc pfocfceded for half an hour 
through plafout wood-is’alks, wlicio I regret¬ 


ted 
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ted the ImpoUtbih'iy of loircringa while to ex> 
amlut the variety' of new bJoHoms, whit^h fiic* 
cceiled otic ;Lnather at every flep« anc) the vir* 
tucs as well as names trf" whiob (eemci) femi- 
ILir to TttM u'm. At length we defeended into 
a valky of greater extent than the former ; a 
river or large wintry torrent ran ihmuglj it, and 
fell dow'i) a Ilecp declivity at the cad of it| 
where it lecnicd to he loA^ amofjg rocks. Cat¬ 
tle were graiing on the banks of the river, and 
(he huTS of the owners appeared on the hills : 
a more agreeable I Ijad not hdoie Iceti cvett 
in Swi£ctLind or Mtrhnsthjbirf \ but it was 
followed by an aflcmhhgc of tuturul bt^utw^i 
which 1 hardly cxpc^cd to hniiua little ilUtid 
tw'civc degrees to the fouth of the Line, f was 
not I'lilhcicntty pleafed with my folitarj jour¬ 
ney to difrover charms which had not a^ua) 
exifleuce, and the firlb cflefl of the cotitmll be* 
tween yag!> and Limtida had^cealcd. But, 
without any difpofttion to give the I^ndlcape a 
high colouring, I nwy truly fay what Tthought 
at the time, tluit the wlidc country which 
next prcfeiucU itidf as far furpalTcd ErmmitvUif 
or Bienhehn^ or anv other imitatiuna of irature 
which I had li%ri In Brttact or BegLW, as the 
hoell brty {inp.itles an artihcinl piece of water. 
Two very high mountains covered to the 
fuinnitr with the richcll verdure, were at fume 
diilancc on my right band, and l^ratcd from 
me by meadows Jivet filled with cotPges and 

herds. 
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herds Of by v^iHfcs rtfatiEicJitigf whh tflrnrnrs 
anil iviircr-fitlb^ : ou my left w.n the jfei^ to 
which tlterc were beaiitifuJ openings from (hc 
iiill? and wooJa ; :md the toad was a fmooTh 
path, naturally winding througho furefl of fpicy 
ihrubs, fruit-trees, and palms, Some luah 
trees were fpimgltd with white Wo (Toms eqtwMtt 
fragrance to orange flowers : my guide called 
them XfoMM^a's, but the day wa> dectlnTiigio 
litjV that it was impollibte to examine them. The 
vuricry of fruits flowers btrdi, of which 
1 Itad a iranflent view in this magniiiccnt g-ir- 
den, Avoufcl have ftippficd a iiatiimlift with 
amutement for a mor.th ; but 1 fiw no rqmnrb- 
aWc 3jid no reptile of any fciiid. The 

wwdlmid sv.ii diverfilied by a fe^v pleafint 
glades, and new prolpeifl- were continually 
opened } at length a noble view pf the fba hurft 
upon me uncxpoQcdfy, and having pafled a hill 
or tw'o we came to the f]e;K;h, beyond which 
w*cre feveral hills and cott,igcs. We turned 
from the Philtre, and on the nexT eminence J ftw 
the town of Dumont at a little diftance below 
us : 1 was met by a nttmber of natives, a few 
of u'horo (poke-mid tlufikm| it aeon- 
vcnieiit place for repofe, J lent my guide to ap* 
prize the iking of my intended vlflt. Here- 
turned in half an hiiuf with a polite mefnige ; 
and J ivafkcd into the town, whiL-h recriicil 
large and populous, A great cfou d accompa- 
iiicd me, and J \va; cotiduAed to a lioulc built 
. on 
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00 the phn with the bcfl houles at Mat* 
farmdo Tn the middle oT the court yarei ilood a 
Urge Moaonge tree, which perfumed the air: the 
apartment an the left was empty ; and in that 
oil the right fat the King on a fhft or liench 
covered with an ordinarr carpet FIc when 
I entered, and, gntfping tny hands, placed me 
near him on die right; hut as he could ipeak 
€i[ily the Utiguage of* 1 had rocourfe 

to my friend 1 tratu'wi, than whom a readier or 
more accurate interpreter could not have been 
found. 1 prtfciiicd the King with a very hand- 
fomc liTt/iajt drefs of blue filk widi golden 
flowers whicli had been worn only atone mat- 
q .trade, and with a bomriful copy of the 
Kdra'k, fnim which 1 read a tewvafcs to him; 
be look them with great com pUucitcy, and Uid, 
be wilhed 1 had come by IchI, that he might 
** have ioided one < f my hodcs with fruit and 
♦' fume of hU fineft cattle. He bad fran 
me," he fald, on board the frijgaw, where 
he had been according to his cuilom in diP- 
** guife, and had iseard of me trom his foti 
** Ska IK Hamdui-lah. " I gave hmi an 
counl of my journey, atui evtollcd the beauties 
(vf h« country; he put m&nv qucltitaii con- 
ceming mine, and profelTcd great re^rd for my 

narbn -ButIheardMaidhe. 

** a magifttate, and conrequemiy pmfcfs peace, 
“ whv' are you armed with a broad-fwoit 
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** giilmtc; anti If tt fKouJJ ever happen that laiv 
CCttM not prtHC^ me, 1 tnufl protedl mv- 
** felf.’* He j^rncti about fixiy years old, had 
a very cheerful countenance, and u great appear¬ 
ance of goodnature mixed tvith a certain dig¬ 
nity which di^tigoilhcd him from the croud of 
mimflera and officers who attended liim. Oor 
convcHatlon was interrupted by notice, that it 
w-flx the rime fur evening prayer * and w*hcti he 
flrofe he fill!, *'^Thia huuleis yours, and I will 
'* virit you in it afrer you liavc ukeu fornc re- 
frrllimeat." StJon after hie Icrvatuf brought 
aroafl fowl, a rice piuidtng, and fojiie other 
dtlheS, with papnyns and very griod pomegra¬ 
nates ; my rwot Iwiket lupjdki! the rell t>f the 
(upper. The rwm was hung with old red 
cluth, and tkeurated with intces of porcelain 
and fedooDs of EngIKh txutics: the lamps 
were placed on the ground in large fea (hells; 
and tJie herd-place w'as n recefs, concealed hv a 
chtmx hanging,'OppohCc to the Ibfa on which 
he had beenlitiing. 1 hough it was not a place 
that invited rtpole, and the gnats were hicx- 
preflibly troublclbme, yet the farigues of the 
day prueurerl me a eomfomble flurnlwr. I was 
Wisked by the rcturfi of the King and his train: 
fbme of whom were ^r*aAr, for 1 heard one 
ii v, ** Huwii rdi/V/,*’ orj ** he is ficepingthere 
w:is an Immediate rdciice, and I psflal tiic night 
with little (iithirlxitice except from die umvcl- 

coinc 
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come' fbngiof the mufquhos; In llic morn¬ 
ing 1 was equally Jileut and lolltary j the houfc 
sp()earetl to be deferfed, and I began tit 
wonder what was become ol Tcml’^ni i litr 
t^c at length, with a concern on tils conn- 
tetiancc, Md told me, that the bearers had 
nm away in rhe night i but that tlie King, 
ss'lio ivijhed to fee me in another of lui 
would fopply me with besr^, if he could not 
prevail on me to fhay till a bnat could be fenc 
for. 1 went immediately to the King, who I 
found (itrittg oii a railed fidh In a large room, the 
walls of which were adomed with fciitencca 
from the Kent A'tr in very legible chara^^ers : 
about fifty of his fiibjcdls were foated on the 
ground in a fcmkircle before hirrt, and my iritcr- 
preter took his pl:^cc,in midll: of fhem. The 
good old King httgltcd heartily when he heard 
fhc ailvditore of the night, ani faid, •* Ymt 
** *wiJI now Ije my gueft for a week, I hope t 
** hut feribufly, if you miiil rcrum focju. I w Ul 
feud into the cOunrry for fomc peafints to 
“ carry’you," He then apologlfisJ for the 
behaviour of Suatk S.v'mm, which, be htul 
heard from TtriiuVi, who told me afEcrwards 
he was much diJplealcd with, it. and wtruld 
not fail to ecpTcfs his d'tljileafrire t he con** 
eluded with a loag harangue on the adsMiitagcs 
which tile might derive froia-lending a 
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fliip every year from BemSav to trade wJtb 
his fubjecis, aiiJ 00 the wonderful chesp- 
iiefs.iir their commodlitici^t cfped;!lly of their 
cowrica, Ridiculr us ns the idci may feem, it 
fliowatnn ctilargcmciiLof the mind* a deitreto 
prompte the iatcreJ't of hi* people* aod a Icnfe 
of rite benefits ariittig fiom trade* which could 
only have been cxpciied from a petty jSfrkm 
ohiet, and tvhtch if Ite had been fovercign of 
Temtn might have Liecn expanded into rational 
projedls, proportioned to ihe extent of bb do- 
impiitus, T ao five red, that 1 was imperfefily 
aci^uainted with the commerce of but 

that 1 w'outd report the fiibfbnce of his cottver- 
I'atinit* and w >uid etcr bear icHimony of hb 
noble zeal for the good of his country* and to 
the-mildnds with which he governed it. As I 
had \i:\ iii'llnattun to paG a fccond night tit the 
iniUid* 1 retfueftcd leave to return wirhoui svait- 
iiig for bearers i Iw focmed very frneere in ptef* 
fing me to lengtJien my vdk* but had too much 
Jrabian politciicfB to he imporiujiatc. We 
tficre'ore parted; and at tlic requed of 
Twmu'ni, w'bo aOured me thar little time would 
be loft in fticwing attention to mic of the wor- 
ihicft rotn in iiweudfl, 1 roide a vlGt to the 
Governor of the town, whole name was 
h'hr rcE K A : hb manners were very pleafing, and 
he (hewed me fomc letters from the officers of the 

BrJiiaitff 
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which appearccl to Unw warm from, 
the iimn* Bfid cojiuiocd the llrotigcft doge of 
his courtely and Itbcratiry. 1 le infiftcd on til¬ 
ling my ba(k<?ts with (oine of the Jfiitll pixoc-^ 
gnuiiices 1 h^d ever Iccn ; ajid I IdV the town 
imprclFtd with a very fiivounble opiniim of the 
Kingaiid his Governor. Wlicn I rea^ccoded the 
hill atictiJud by many of the natives, one of 
them told me in Arsihick^ tbut I was going to re¬ 
ceive ihe highcA tnarb. of diHindion that it was 
III the King^s power to Ihtw me; and he bad 
Icarce ended, whett I heard the reptArt of n 
lingle gun ; SHAittf Ahmeo had filuted me 
with the whale of hii ortlnancc. 1 waved my 
hat, and faid, ** Aitah Acinjf’** The people 
fhouted, and i coniiimed my journey, not widi- 
out fear of inconvctnencc frmn caccllive heat 
and the fatigue of climbing tlic roclcs. The 
avalk, however, wa'» not an the whole uiiplca- 
ianf. J lomctimes relied in the valleys, and 
forded all the rivulets, which refrdhctl me with 
their coi^hicls, ojid luppliAl.me with esquilire 
i^-ater to mix with tile juiGcofmy pomcgraitiitet, 
and occafionaJly with brajidy. VVe were over¬ 
taken hy fojne pcl/£nt^, who came from tlic 
hiJb by a nearer way, and brought the Iving*s 
preloit of a cow with her calf, and a jhe.'gnat 
with two kids : they had apparently been te- 
leflcd for tiidf bcjury, ami were brought tsfe to 

Bengali. The prolpecia whiclt had fa greatly de¬ 
lighted 
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ilgJxtei me the pfcocring dny had im yet lo/l 
tbm charms, thowgh rhey want<jd rhe rreom- 
mctidatbi! of nwdty; but 1 tI5u^^ cttnftrlV, that 
the molt deJigfaifijl objea in. that ihy\ wAlk of 
near tcu miles wus the black frigate, which I 
ditcemedat fun fet from a rock near the f’rince*? 
gardens, Clofe to the town [ wzs met by a na¬ 
tive, uho, perceiving me to be weaty, opened 
a fine cucoa-iroc, which afforded me a detidoiis 
draught ; he informed me, that one of Ids 
tuuntrvmcn had been punched that afternoon 
for a thefr on boar.] the CrscoJi/f ; and added, 
that in hi? opinion ihe pujiilhment iras no Icfs 
juft, than the offence was ditgrocefu) to bis 
oramry. The offender, as I afterwards Icamcif, 
v»a» a youth of a good ffimily w ho had married 
a dflughtrrpf o!d Ai.wt' ; but bting left alone 
for a moment in the cabin, and feeing a pair td’ 
blue morocco rtippors, could nnt "refift tht 
tcmptarioii, andconccalctt them fo ill under his 
gown that he was dciccleJ w rth the tmiiicr, 
i'Ilia proves that jiu princi} 1c of hoiioirr is hi¬ 
ll iUed by cdiirariorfinto tJic gditry of this 
iflsnJ; cveuArv-when In hadnbferved, rlnit 
in the month of R^VHr/m it was not lawful'to 
'*paijit with ihwtf orto i^/f /////' and when f 
^vhctJter l»ili stere lawful all rhe reft «f 
the ye*rt anfwcml, that ** lie.^ were innocent, 

** if liu man was injured by them " TcMu^m 
t .uh his leave, as weft fattsfieda^ royfelf with our 

excurfiou ; 
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«xcuHioii r I cold him before his maA^cr^ thac I 
tratisfcmed alfo to hStn ibc dollars %vbich were 
due to me out of the three gumds ; audihac lf 
cvea* they (Jiould pan, I Oiuiild be very glad to 
Itccivehlro into my fervJce in 

Mr* RoBKaTs, the maner of the ililjv, Had 
pafledtiie day with Savtad Ahmed j and had 
Jeamed from him d few curious circumftances 
fconccmittgthe goTcrmnciit of which 

he found to be a monarchy iimitcd hy ait ariilo* 
cracy. The King, he wus told, had po power 
of making war by his own authority; but if the 
aflembly of iioblesi who were from lime to rime 
convened by him, rcfelvedbn a war with any of 
(he ncighboufing ifbiida, they defrayed the 
charges of it by voluntary contriburlana, lii re¬ 
turn for which they claimetj as their owrii all 
the biibty and caprives that might be takeu. 
The hope of gain or the want of (laves is 
hfually the real mmlvc for futh entcrpriics, and 
bftenhble pretexts areciftly Rmnd : atihst very 
time, he luulerftood, they mcditaieda war, be- 
baufe they wjticed bands for thefollowiiig har- 
veft. Their fleet cdufiftccl of Sxtccti or feven- 
tcen final 1 vcflels, which they matt tied tvith. 
about twro' thoufanJ five Uutidred iflanders^ 
armed with mufkets and cutlalTcs, or with bows 
ami arrew'a. Near ttvo yean before they had 
pflefled tbcmfelvcs of two towns in May^a^ 
tvhich they flUl kepi and garrifoned* The or- 

T diiiary 
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dlnary cxjicncc!! of the govcrJtniertt ivcfc tie* 
frayed by a tax from two hundred vill-iges ; hui 
tl^e dircc principal towns were exempt tram all 
raxes, except that they paid aanually to the 
chief Muprr, a fortieth part of the value of all 
their moveable property, and fi^om that pay men i 
neither the king nor the noblw claimed an ex- 
emptUjti, The kingly auihonTy» by the priii- 
ctples of their cfinflitution, was conlidcrcd ar 
elcd^LVc, though tlic .line of fticcelliou had not 
id faft been altered liuce the firA cledion of a 
$cltan. He was informetl, that a waiidcr- 
ina* jiftiii \vho IwJ lintled in tlicifliuid, had, by 
his intrepidity in Icveral iivars, ac£[uircd the rank 
of a i:bleft4111, and afterwards of a king, with 
limited power? ^ mtd chat he was the 
fafhet- <)*■ SiiAjitii AHMftn: I had been aiTured 

rh^t tjucai MAi.i W4U was his ; 

and that he wa» the/vriking; but It rou*> lit 
remarked, liwt ilic words JetfJ and jiddah in 
yjrahitk anf oli;U for a male and female ojicejiw 
iiidetiuitejy; and, wiilwut a correct jiedigrec 
of Alt lamily, winch I expelled to pro¬ 
cure bur was diuppolnted, it would fcaricc be 
poihhlc to alccrtalu tlic lime when his lorc- 
iltthcr obtained the higheJl uiik in die goveni- 
mciu* In die year iftoo, Ca^tahi Join* Davis, 
xvlio wrote an account of his voyage, found 
govciUcti by n king, and Aftjuame* or 
HtnrMsfH, by a uuccu, who Ihcwed him great 

marks 
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fHiirkit of friendship ; he anchored before the 
rt>w« of Dr/mj (doci he mean Ihntinif) ^hkli 
was as large* Jte t4y’» as P/ymuth s and he 
concludes Jfum the ruins around ir^ that It bad 
once been n place of flrengti) and grandeur. I 
can only fay, that 1 nbferved no thch ruins. 
Fifteen years after. Captain Tevtox and Sir 
Thomas Rol touched at the iilands ; 

and from their fcverol accounts k ajipcars, that 
an old Suitnnefsthen ttiided in IJtnsitiajt, but had 
a dominion paramount over all the dtcS| three 
of her fona governing Moh’iia in Iier name. If 
this be true, fioilAiLt' and the fuccciTurB of liA* 
'.t'M ' il mull have Infl their thBucuceover the 
other i Dai ids; and, by renening their dormant 
claim as it fuk; their convenieticr, they may al* 
ways be fumifltcd with i pretence for hoflilkies. 
Five gctteratUuiS of cldc A tons would account 
Ft All hundred nnd Seventy of tJie years which 
liave elapled lince Davis and Pavton found 
f/iVnnvtrfi ruled by aSuluucfs; and AtfMitnwas 
of Inch an agt, tiuit his reign may be reckoned 
equal to a generatioi) \ it it probable* on tlte 
whole, that llAM Af AH svas the widow of the 
fir A and rltat her nwJquc has been 

continued in repair by hk dci'cendanrs ; lo that 
we may r^fonably luppofis rw*o ecu nines to 
have paAcd, firice a liiigle !iad the courage 
and addrcTs tocflablith in iljiii l?eautifu) iflanda 
form of government, which, tliougb bad cooiigh 
T j hi 
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jn kfclf, appears to have bceu adminirtcreJ 
with a4w i?* *o c ori|;iual Ljhahi tan ts - We 
have lately head of civil conifnoiions iit 
which we m ay vci) i urt to pronounce, were not ex¬ 
cited by any cruelty or violence of Ahmed, but 
w-erepHshablyoccafioned by the inrolencc of au 
oligarchy tiaiurally hoftile to king and people, 
Thit the mountainn in the Ccirhjr'a iflands con¬ 
tain didmondi, and the precious metal;-, W'htch 
are llndiouflv concealed by the policy of the fe- 
venti gavcniments, be rrue,tbough I have 
no TMfbn to bcHcvt h, and have only heard ic 
alibied without evidence ; bat 1 hope thar 
neither an rxpcdbvtion of fuch tieafurcs, nor of 
any other advantage, will ever induce an Evr^- 
p»riv\cr to vitilflle the Jirfl: principles of juf- 
rice, by afliiniing the fovercignty of Hmzuiiftt 
which cannot anfw'cr a better pyrpofe than that 
of fupplying out fleets with (cafonable reficlh- 
fticfit j and jlihough the narives have an interest 
in receiving us svith apparetit cordiality, yet, 
if we wifh their atnichmcnt to bo unfeigned, 
and i heir dealings juft, wc muft fer them on 
cvjmjdc of drift honefty in the pctfonnaiice of 
our engagements. In initb, our nation is not 
cordially loved by the inhahimnts of Hiazutirtf 
who, as it contmonly happens, form a general 
opinion from a few inftanccs of violence or 
breach of feith. Not many years a^an Eur&~ 
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who had been horfittehly received and It- 
beniify fttpported ai bchavttl rudely 

lo a young married woman, who» being of low 
degree, was walking veiled ttuough a llrcct m 
the evenmg i her hulbaiid nn to protect her, 
nitd refcjitffl tlic rnJcncl!:., prciliabfy wliU me- 
■nace^* poflibly with aflual force; and the Eu- 
ropean Is &id to, have given him a mortal wound 
with a knife or bayonet, which he brought, af¬ 
ter the fcoffle, fmtti hU lodging, his foul 
murder, which the law of niirure w'ould have 
juftitied rhe magiftrateiii pvnttfhing with death, 
was repotted to the king, who told the Gover¬ 
nor (I ufe the very words of Ai-wi') that it 
** would b= wilcrto hu{h it up- *‘Ai.wr' mcn- 
tioneda civil cafe of his own, which ought not 
lobe concealed. When he wui on the emfl of 
Jj'rka in the dominions of a very favage prince, 
a fmall iLunpesn veficl was wrecked ; and the 
prince not orrly feinted all that could be laved 
I’rom the wreck, but claimed the Captain and 
the crew as hi5 flaves, and treated them with 
ferocious iiiiblcuce. Ai.wt allured me, that 
when he heard of the accident, he baflencd to 
die pfiucc, fell proftratc hcforc him, and by 
tears and importuiuiy prevailed on him to give 
the Euri^pi^mi their liberty ; that He iupported 
them at his owncxpcttcc, enabled them to hiiild 
another vcfll-I, in which they failed to 
'^nd departed tliciicc for £*rrpye or Indmi he 

•j' j dicwcd 
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ftcivtd me tilt CapcAit 1 *s ptomilTory iwc3 for 
funis «'hicb fo an Afrkan trader niuft be a 
ctnifidcrablc objtjil, but rvldcb tvere no priep 
for liberty, fafety, and perhaps lite, ivhich 
hi£ gtv>d, though dibsitcredvil, offices h:ui 
procured. I lamented, that, in my fitgation, 
it was wlioIU' out of my power to aflid Ai-wi' 
in obtaining judice ; but he urgiMl me to <!clirer 
an j^r^ick letter from him, induilug the aotrs, 
to the Governor-General, who, as fie (aid, 
knew him well; and I comptied with li!s rc” 
(|ued. Since it is polhbJe that a fub(WiTiiil de¬ 
fence may be. mavie by the perfbn thus aocufed 
of injudioe, I ivill not name either him or the 
vcfle! which he had cominniided ; but if he 
be living, and if this paper dumld fall into his 
hand , he may be Induceo to rcdcifl haw highly 
it imports our national honour, that a peopte 
whom we call (avage, but who adrainider to 
our convenience, tnay havetio jud caufe to re¬ 
proach us with a viobtbn our Cutltra^l 1 f, 
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T his great antiquity of the Zf/Wi/r is be* 
U«vcd fo finniy by ilicmfclvcs, and has 
liecii the fubje^l of (b much converlation among 
EitnpfaitSt that a fliort view of thciV chrono¬ 
logical lyflctn, which has not yet been ex¬ 
hibited from certain authorities, may be sc- 
ceptablc to thole who leek truth without par- 
traliiy to rcceivetf opinions, and without rc- 
gaidiug any conJequcnccfi that may rcfult from 
tlicir inquiries : the coiil^uencca, indeed, of 
truth cannot but be detlrabic, and no rcafoti- 
abk man wiJ] apprehend any danger to fociciy 
from a general diffuiion of its light c but we 
muft not rufTcr ourfelvcs to be dazzled by a falfe 

T 4 
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^aiv, nor miHake ejiigmas and alienoriei foe 
bidorical verify. Affached to uo fyftem, and 
as much dilpofcd to rejcil the Mifjarei hiflory, 
if it be proved erroneous, as to Ixlicvc it if it 
be cou6rtncd by Itnind Tcaionmg frotii.lndubi- 
tibtc evideneOf 1 projiofc to by before you ^ 
concife account of htiian chronology, ex- 
traded from Saa/crit licoks, or coUeded from 
cotivcrfitions wirh Fanditst and to fubjoin a 
few- remarks on their tyifcni, tvithout attempt¬ 
ing to decide a queflion, \\'h]ch I ihaJI \xnriirc 
to ibrf, “ \\ hethtr it is not in bd the iame 
** nrith our own, but embelliflicd and ohfenred 
“ by the fancy of their poets and the rittdIcS 
“ ol their afironomers r" 

Ont of the moft curious IBooks in Satijtrlt^ 
an i one of the oldeH after the a tr,iA 

On kdigkui nnd ChilDut 'm^ taken, os it is be- 
Jttved, Ihim the orai mflrufijona of foti 

of BaAKMV, to the firff jnhnliltoiits of the 
earth A ucn-coJfaicd copy of rhis intererting 
law trjfil is now before me j ami I Iwgin my 
dilicnarir'n with a few couplets from the firfl 
chapter of it: The fun caiifcs thedivifioti 

** of Jay and night, uliich ore of two forrs, 
** thofc of men and thofc of the Gods ; the 
Jsy for the b[«ur of all crcatitrcs in their 
** (cvenij ertjpJoyrrentE; the night for their 
** Ou mher. A month is a day and nigitt of the 
** PtitrsarckSi and it is divided mto two ports; 

the 
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f* the bright h^f is tlxtr *I.iy fur Ulwrinus ex- 
f* enkm^, the tJark huli' fhtir nl'j;hi for liccp. 
** A year h a day atid night of (he Cixh, aitd 
« that ia aifo divided hito twti halves; the dny 
** is when the fun tnoyes (award the noitli, 
“ ilie ivight when it mnvos toward the Ihuib. 
« Learn now the diiraiioti of a niglit i^ud day 
V of BEAFfMA% with thit of the ages refpec- 
** ti vc) y and in order. Four thou fa n d y cam ^rAf 
“ GcJt (hey call the Dvf^i for^lrrvrf) age: and 
** its limits at the bcgituiiug and at the end a/^r^ 
in like mannert as many hundreds. In the 
“ three fucccfiiveagcs,together witlj tlvcir limits 
** at the beriming and end of theni, arc thou- 
fnnds and hundreds diroinilhcd by one. TIub 
“ aggregate of four ages, amounting in twrlva 
r rhoufand divine years, is called an age t>f 
** the Gods; and a thooftud liich divine 
f* added togctlicr, mull be cootidered us a day 
« of Brahma': his night has atfo the rnne 
** duraiion, 'Hie befti re-men tinned age oi ifie 
“ Gods, or twelve tbouCmd of their years 
•' tnultiplied by Icvcoty one, ibnm what is 
** n^noed here below a There 

** are alteraafe creations and dcltniftituis of 
-a/w’/ifi through tniiutncralMe MatpiffotUiiras t 
** the Being lupremely defirabte performs all 
** this again and again,” 

Such is the arrangement of infinite time, 
which the /£rW«r believe to have been revcaltd 

from 
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from Heaven, and which Ebey gcjieraJly no* 
derthuid tn a btem) ienfe; it feems to have in< 
triniick markx of being purely a^ronomica]; 
but I will not appropriate the obiervatinns nf 
others, nor aitdetpate ihoic in prticolar which 
have been made hv two oj three of our Mem- 
ber>, and wliich they will, I ho{)e, cotumunt- 
cafe to the Society. A conjefture, liowevcri 
of Mr. Patgbsos Im fo much tngciinicy in it, 
chat I cannot forbear meoiiciiiing it here, efpe- 
cially as it Icems to be conftrmcd by one of 
the couplets jiitl cited: be fuppoles, that as a 
mr^nt^> of mortals b a day and night of t!ie Pa- 
/riarc&i from the analogy of its bright and 
darr: halves, lb, by the (attic analogy, a day 
and night or monats might have been con* 
lidcred by the suicienr f/imltti as a month of the 
lower iTorld : and fbeii a year of (iich month* 
will confift otijly of twelve days and nights, snd 
thin_y filch years will conipofr a lunar year of 
tnortils; whence he furmife.*, that the /aur 
fnrimn thti'c hntfdrtd /tttdthiftflwil years, 
of whicli the four fnJitm ji^s are llippofed ra 
cntjfift, mean only years of tt^clre days; and, 
in fact, that fum dtvideil by thh-f\\ is jrdiiccd 
to an ha/t^rfd itnd Jhrty^fanr tbauffsndi nosv, a 
thcfu/attJ ftsu^ huitdrfj andfurty years arc one 
pad<i^ n periotl in the Hindu sflronomy ; and that 
fum mnlriplicd by eighuen^ amounts prccifcly to 
twrnf v-fii'e thmfmtd nine hundrtd md tv:cnly^ 

the 
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iiumljer of years in which the HxcJ Ibri 
appear to perfonn their long icvdyumi eaft- 
TniirJ. The bil-mentioDOfi (bm is Ure produ-t 
alio of (w; bmdrei (tndferiy-fmr, which* ac¬ 
cording to M, BAittv* W3S sn old hditm 
cvclc, into jwr hundred rtnxl onhe Tart,t^ 

fhn ijcriod, cttUctl acid of fw9 tbsuftnd 
fight hundred and ti^hty into /tinr^ which is twt 
only one of the lunar tvclcs* hue coDfiderct! by 
the hUriduT as a myftcritiUft numlicr aiul im 
emblem of Divinity; becAufc* if it be muld- 
jilicd by any other whole number, the fum of 
the iigurtfi in the different producls rctnains al¬ 
ways nine, ns the Deity, who appears in tmtiy 
fiirms, continiiefi one tminutablc cffeiicc. The 
important period of tufeft/y-Jke thott/had tme 
hmirfd mi t^rsenty years is well known m 
arife from the tniikiplication of three hmdni 
(luifiety into the ntimlicr of yrars 
in which a fixed ffar fwms to movd ih rough 
a degree of rt great circle; ami alihougli M. 1 *e 
GentiT- afflircs us, that the modern HUuim tw- 
lie^'C a complete revolution nf the ff.tn to be 
made in twttsty-faur tbsufandnT fftvifcur 
fccomlsof a degree to be pafled in one year* 
vet we may Iwvc reafon to tliirik, that the old 
JatBart aflnmoroers had made a more acciirarn 
calcubrion* but concealed ibcir knowledge trom 
the people miller the veil Ma swa>j 

TARAS, fr.'trtty-cnr divine compotind 
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cycles, 3tid yww of difTcrent forts from iliofe 
orBEArrMA' to thofc of PatJh, or the inftmal 
r€ghns. Jf we lolW the analogy fuggefted hy 
and fuppofe only a d.ty and night to 
be called 3 vfiTT*, we may divide the number of 
years ru a divide age by humfred andJixty, 

anti the quotient will be rwe/u? t&aw/hnd^ or 
the number of his///viwe wars in one age; 
bur, conjecture apart, we need only compare 
the two periods 4,^20,09^ and 35,920, and 
W'c Oisll find that, among their common divifors, 
arc 6, p. tSy &ii:. 18* 36, yst t+4» -See. 
which (lun-ljcrs. svitb their fcvcral multiples, 
crpccially in a decuple pmgrcflion, conflitute 
ft,*me of the mof^ celebrated [wriods of the 
Chiddeaits, (frwkt, TartarSt and eyeii of the 
Jitfliafit, We cannuE fall to ohlervc, tint (he 
iiunilx r 4^3^, ^vhich appears to be the balls of 
titc l/tiisa.. lyflcm, ia a froth part of 25,920, 
aiid, by ointimiing the compaHlon, we tnigliE 
pj'olwiUy l<:'Ive itic whole cnigruii. In the pre* 
lace to a / «r£w/ almanack, 1 dnd the follow- 
ijig wild lianza: ** A tb^ufand greaE ages are a 
day Ilf llnARMA ; a th&ufmd fuel] days arc 
“ .711 ladhtt hour of VtsitKi; ;jfaf bmS'edilscu- 
fgch hours make a period of Runs a : 

'• ami a million of Riidrd% (or la'fl ^undrtttl&ni 
** /,i*i hmditd *md thr/ujatul inUkm 

** hniW fVifr/} are but a JtrssJ to the Su- 

pntme 
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prcrnc Bcing*^’ TUc HinJit (iiwlogiaiia de¬ 
ny the coiiclufion of the Aan?^ to be ojthodos: 
ttiiif, they fay I nut at all ^vitb Goo : 

and they advnie the aftronomers to raiiiJ their 
own hurincfs without meddling with theology* 
'I'be aftronomlcal verfr, however^ will aaiwer 
ovir prelent porpofi: ; for k fhews^ itn the firft 
place, that cyphers arc added at plcafure to fivell 
ilic penods i and if we take ten cyphers from 
a RjfJnrt or divide by ten rhoufanil millions, 
we fhall have a period of 353,200,000 years ; 
which, divided by 60 fthc ufual divtfor of 
tmt among the will give 4„5 to,ooo, 

or a great age, which we find fubdivided in 
the proportion of 4» J. 2, t, from the nottoa 
of viftiif decreafmg aTi:hmetiC4dly in the golden, 
Jiher^ copper^ and tarihtn ages. But fhould it 
be thought improhabie that the Ixdtan allront>» 
mers in very early times had made more ac¬ 
curate obiervationfi than thofc ft Akxandrla, 
Bagdad, or and /lill more impro¬ 

bable that they Ihoold have rtlapfed without 
apparent caufe into eimr, we may iiippofc, 
ihoi they formed tlteir divine age ly att arbi¬ 
trary muluplicatioti of 24,000 by 180, accord¬ 
ing Eio M. Le Gks TIL, or of a by 100 , ac¬ 

cording to the comment on the Sur/a StJdhannt. 
Ntnv, as iE is hardly pofUbk that fueh emnei- 
dcnccs fboold !» accidental, we may hold it 

ncarfv 
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xearly ilcnion llnTcd, th'at rhe iJ^riot) of ^ Jivtn/ 
was .It firH' adraiiutnicaU aftd may 

CQol^juenElT ir JVom our prcfcirt crtqiiifv 
ijifo the liiftorical or clril chronrfogy of InJ/m 
Let us bowci'Clr procccti to the avowed Opinions 
of tlac and fee, when wc have sfcce- 

taineJ (heir fvftcm, n hcthcf we can reconcile 
k to die catHfe of natnre and dte common jenfe 
of miiukmd. 

Thk aggregate Of thdr four ages they calf a 
divine age, and beiieve that in eveiy thoufaiid 
fitch ages, or in every i/ay of fiur- 

u^n hlKNL’i are fucccfltvciv invefted hv him 

m • 

T.vith the itivereignty of the earth : each Men’o, 
they Uippole, tranfmits his empire to hb fons 
and grand Ions during a period of ieventy-ono 
divine ages: and liich a period they name a 
Afa/neanfara: but lince feurUm multiplied by 
^iv7.'rr-«»r are not quite a thwpn.-f^ vve muft 
ciinctude, th* fx aga are allowed for 

interval between the Alnnvftintarm^ or /hr the 
fwitight of Beahma'^s day. Thirty luch da vs, 
mCalfvif^ conAimre, in their opinion, a mntb of 
Huaiima ; twelve itich months one of his years i 
and an hundred fneh years his ag€i of which age 
thty altert that fifty years have elapfod. t are 

now then, according to tiie HrWi/r, in the hrff 
day, or Ceipa^ of the fii il month of the fifty-firil: 
yea r ofBa ah M A' *s age, and in tlic twenty •eighth 

divine 
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diviiif! age of the feventh Manwsfitffra-'^ of 
^'hich liivide «go the tbrrr JirJl liumau ages 
hav'c pa (Ted!, and f^rthmifanA tight hnmirtA and 
eighty-taght of the fourth. 

In the prefent day of BRAff%tA' the firft 
MfiNu ^vas (urnamed Sw'A'vAMBFtuvAt or Sm 
of tht Se{f~txijie»t ; and it is He by whom lire 
Jttjiitfitts ef ^ligii^us and Crij// Ditttti ant fup- 
pofed to have been delivered: in his time the 
TVity dcfccndcti at a Sxri^ctt and by tiis wife 
SatakoVa'' he had t%vo diftinguifhed fons and 
three daughters. TJiis pir i.vas created, foe 
the muUiplicatinn of the humsn fpccier, after 
that itew "creation of the world whicli the 
Brifhmims call Pa'^mac alhi^ a, or the Lam 
creation. 

If it %verc worth while to calculate the age 
of MknU s ltFllirurc)> according to the Brah^ 
mant^ W'c muil mulcipiy four rnilliari three 
btiudred anti twenty thouhuid Iw fix litacs 
levemy*onc, and add u> the product;, the fiuni<- 
her of ycai£ already paft in the ieventh ihiVte* 
wanuta Uf the five Menu’s who fuccccdcd 
him, I h :tve teen littL' mote chan the names; 
but (he limdu writings arc very diiTalc on the 
life anil pAcrity of the /evttick Menu, fut- 
uamed VAtv a sjwaTa, or ChUdof tht Sun, He 
is fupplcd to have had ten tonSj of whom the 
elilcA was IcsuwA'ctr, and to lave been 

accotn- 
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BCcompaBicJ by re^cn Ri^r^. holy ptr- 
|on 3 f vvbijfc tiames wcrct CasvAI’A, Athi, 
VAfiisinHA» VisWAMiriiA^ Gautama^ 
lAWADAON'it Bkaeai>wa'ja; an ac¬ 

count which csplains the opening of the fourth 
chaptctofihe Otilt “ ThU munutiblc fyftcm 
- of devotion*" rap ChishsjI, ^ I tcvcaldi to 
« Vivaswat, or i/fr :>tf» \ Vivaswat dc- 
« clai^ It tititii ; ^VtGKi; explained 

** ittalc5H«.A'co: thus the Chief 
*< ihis fiiblirac Mritit delivered trom one to 

Is tlicicign of this Smt'ifiirn Monarch* the 
nifidtii believe the v.hdlc earth to have becij 
drowned* and the whole human i^e 
hv a Rooil, except the ptous Pnnee^ hnnich; 
,Iw fcven R//h*i, ^nd their fcvcral wivesi for 
theyiiipivde his cliiMrcn to have liecn \mn 
Bftev the Delogc. This general or da- 

ftruaituh is the rubjcil «f the firtl Ptfno7.i* or 
which conUfts of fou^rt 
thousand And the l>oty w cwictfcly; 

Luc clc-iflv and dcgsndy told ui <hc cigh 

ejttraacd the whole, and tranflaid it w'ltli 
care, bur wUl only prefent you here wtth ait 

ahridgemcne of it. *‘TJjc demon 

having purlniiid die from tho cuftody 

» of BaAHMA'* while he was fcpofing at the 

'* dole 
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" cl oil: of Mitjrwnnfoffft whole 

“ i^cc of men beCsmt ctjrrwpt, cscepr the 
" ievea iuidSATtAVHAYA, wIvoihcEi 

rcigiictl lit Dnt^jka^ a raaritiitxe it'gimi to 
« the ihoth of CarndtUt thii PnttCt wav per- 
“ ftmittin hU nbliirion^ iti the river 

w'hco V.ESfKtJ appe-iredto him iu the ftiape 
** of a fmall Hfh, anJ. afw fcvcral augmciv- 
*■ tatjinis of hulk iti tUfTcfctit waters* w'tis 
** placed hy Satvavv-atA tu the Ocean, where 
“ be thusathlreflcd hU amazed votary; " hi 
*' /h’ftf days all creatures who have ofFciidci 
*■ ‘me Ihairiw delhroycd hy a deluge i hut thotl 

** (hnlt be (ecured in a capecious vcfitJ, mira- 
“ culoufly formed; take thcrtfotic all kinds of 
medicinsl tierbs and efculcnt gnuit for food, 
** and* together with the feveu holy racu,^wur 
** refpe^live wives, and pairs of all animal3, 
** enter the ark without fear j then Hiatt thou 
** know- God facts to face, and all thy quef- 
*' tiohs lhall be anlWcrcd/* Saying this, he 
dilappeatcd ; and aUcf feven days the 
lie^ii to overflow the coafls, af;d the 
«* be flooded by cutsAanr lhaweia, when 
“ Sat’/aveata, metlitatiiig qu tlic Dciiy, 
** &w a large vcflcl moving on ihe waters; be 
entered it, having i« refl-cels cotiformcd 
to the inHrucUona of Viisnso, who, «i tiie 
«* formofavafllim, fufTcred the vcfl'cl to he 
Ij ** tied 
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“ tiril with a great fca ierpctit. as with » cubic, 
“ to his roifafurclcl's burn. Wbeti flit deluge 
*' had ccafcd, V isiist' tlcw the Jcmoii and rc- 
*♦ coveted the ijtftruScd Satvavrata 

itidivinekitowledgc,afitlappointed him thclc* 
** vemhMjiKU bythename of Vaivaswata.'* 
Let us conapate the two JnJkn accouiiis olf 
the CrctrAOTaod the Dtiu^e with thole delivered 
bv Moses. It is not made a qiicfhoii in thU 
tmdt, Whether the firft chapters of Gen^s arc 
to be undcrllood in a literal, or tnercly in an al¬ 
legorical fenfe ? The only points befba- us arc, 
\Vhcther the creation dc&ribcd by the JitJI 
Mkm.% which the Brobmeni call til at of the 
Lcrci, be not the laroc with that recorded in 
our Scripture \ and whether the (lory of t!ie Ic- 
veiiib Menu be not one and the lame with that, 
of Noae i* 1 pmpolc the tjudliom;, but alfirm 
nothing: Icaviug others to fettle their opinions, 
whether Aoaiu be derived from M>w, which 
in Sioiferit means the JjfjK or Memo from 
the true name of the Patriarch; whe¬ 
ther the Sacffjice at which God is believed 
to have Jcfceiidcd, allude to the ollering of 
Abel; and, on the whole, whether the two 
Menu's can mean any other perfons than the 
great Progcnifor.and liic RePorer of our fpedes. 

On a fuppolitiDu that Vaivaswata, or 
Sun-lorxt was the Noa» of Scripture, let us 
proceed to tiic Indian account of his pofierity, 

which 
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which I c»traa from FurhnurC fiapreca/J^ or 

TAf Pur^fUi'i Lhcfi/a/H^df a work ktcly compofct] 
in San/crif by RA'DHA'cA\'iTA Sarman, a 
Faadft of cxicnllve learning tiid ' great fame 
among thefl'fWi/fof this province, Be/bre wc 
examine the gcne&Ioglcs of kings which )ie has 
collected from the Futandj^ it will be necef' 
kry TO give a general iika of the M/ara\ or 
of the Deity; the Hmdm believe in¬ 
numerable fuch deiceiits or /jpccial itttcrpfitions 
of Providence in the affairs of mankind, hue 
they reckon ten principal /Svatdrdi in the cur¬ 
rent period of four agea ; and all of them are 
deferibed, in order as they arc foppofed to occur, 
in the following Ode of JayAdeVa, the great 
Lyrick Poet of Jnditt. 

1. ** Thou recovereft the Peda in the water 
“ of the Ocean of Delfniaion, plfidttg it yay- 
** fully in the bofom of an ark fabricated iy 
“ thtij O Ce'sava, alTuming the body of a 
•* Be victorious, O Hesi^ Lord of the Uni- 
*• Verfe I 

X* ** The earth fVands firm on thy im* 
men lily broad hack, %vhich grows larger 
♦* from the callus occasioned by bearing that 
'* vaft burthen, O Ce'sava, alluniffig the body 
** of a : Be victorious, O Hkrt, Lord 

♦* of theUmverfe 1 

3. " The earth, placed on the point of thy 
tufk, remains fixed Tike the figure of a black 
U a ** antriopc 
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“ antclapc Oil the nrjoon^ O Ce'sava, afiutn- 
iiig the form of n ^aar-: iicr vi^onous, O 
HKHif ht>r<1 gf the Univcrie i 

4. The claw with a Hupendous point, on 
** tlie exqyiluc locoa of thj’’paw» b the 
'* hiick l)ce that llmig the LoJy of the cnif 
“ Wvclkd HtiiAKyACA:ii'tJ* O Cesava, af- 

fuming tlic jfbfm of a : Be tfinBoriouf, 

** O Htfti, Lord of the. Univerie 1 

5. “ £jy thy power thou begulldl BALt, 

** O thou miraculous dwnrf^ thou porifier of 
“ men with tiie water (5/^ Ip ringing 

“ from tliy fe«, O Cb'sava, aB'uroing the 
'* form of a tfu/Jry; iic vIGorious, 0 

“ Lord of the Univerfe ! 

<>. "Tfiou haihtft in purew’arcr, eonnflmg 
*' of the hloctd of CjltJirQaty the world, wlojoli? 

(jflwjeca arc rcmov'cd, atiJ ivbo urc relieved 
** from the pain of otber bitllta, GCe'sav'a, 
•' affumlug llw form of Pasas^UoRa ma : Be 
** vtflorjouft O Hjiatt Lord of the lintvcrie ! 

y, With cafe to thyfolf, with delight tO' 
'* the Genii of the eight regiens, tbou foat- 
tcr^l OH nil ilJes hi the pLtiti of combat the 
demon with tenbeada, OCb^sava, adumtng' 
“ the turni of Ra'ma Ciiakbba : Be vlQo- 
** riotjs, O HETtft I-ord of the Gniverre! 

S. TrrotJ wcarefo on thy bright body a 
mantle fhiuing tike a blue cloud, or like die 
** water of i'vattfta tripping towardu dice 

through 
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** through fear of thy fiimiwing phu^h-pare^ 
*♦ O Cb^ 5A\’‘^, afiiimmg the ibrm of Tala* 
** Ra'ma : Beyi^torious, OHsitt, Lad of the 
Uiturcric ! 

9 ^ ** Tn.iT? blanieft (oli wonderful!) the 
** whole PeJa^ w'heii thovt fecil, O kluihlicartcd, 
the fl.ioghter of cattle prescribed Air Sacrifice, 
** O Ce'4Ava, aiTamiiigthc boJyofButtDnA: 
** Be victorious, O Hitat, Lord cf the Uni- 
♦* t'crfc j 

lo. “ Fob the deftrtiftion of all the impurs, 
** thou drawett thy cimeter like a blnztng co- 
• ' met (how trctnendovis!) O Ce'sava, af- 
fuming the body of CAlci : Be viiSOTicuf, 
** O Hert, Lord of the Uuivcric 1 
Thksk ten ^‘featarai'f ate by fame arranged 
accordiilg to the thouSauds of dIvUic years in 
each of the four ages, or in an arithmetical pro¬ 
portion from four to erne, and if fuch an ar- 
rangement were univcrlHlly received, we Ihoidd 
be able to afcemift a very marctial point in the 
lliirpu chronology j T mean the ItirthofBtto- 
011 A, coiiccmtng whtcii the dififerent 
whom I have confulted. and the fame‘B.iir*/f/s 
pr diifercnt times, have esprefletia Brange diver¬ 
sity of opinion. They all agree that Cai.CI is 
yet to come, and that Budoha was the iafl con- 
Itcletablc incarnation of the Deity f but the 
Astronomers at Pariines place him ni the tbh’ti 
jigc, and Ra'oiia'ca'ht infifts, that he ap- 

U j paired 
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pcared after the thoufsnith year of th e fmtrih : tha 
Icarncil and accurate autlioir of tlie iJobificn^ 
^pliofe iufbrmarion coticenil0g the Hindus is 
wcwiderfully corrctlt mention? an opiniotii of the 
Pojidits with ivhom he had eotivcrfcd, that 
ByrrDiiA began liis cancer tin years before the 
clolc of the third age : and G^'frdhisna of 
Citjlfnhir. xt’ho had once informed me» tliat 
CKJsnsA defended two before floD-. 

DHAt afftircd me Jatcly, thnt the Oifimrims 
admitted an interval of Swenij^-fattr yoara 
(oflicri .1II0VV only t-iveh'd) bi.'twccn iliofo two 
divine pETlons. Tire belt authority, after all, 
ii the Itfclf, in the firft chapter of 

which it is esprefily ifcctircd, that ** Buooiia, 
•* the fan of JiN'a, w'ouJd appear at 
'• for ttic purpofo of coafounding tlie demonff* 

“ iU tht bipsmmg of the I have 

lojig l»riv coni’iuccJ» that, on thefo fubje^i, 
we can ojily reafon (atbfaflorily from ^rinm 
evidence, and that our forcnfick rule mull he 
invariably applied, /a tah dedm-atl m 
the BnA'UMA::s nielli ft r^n^iy 
that if, ^^ainji tbfir prrut^titii to mti^uiy ; 

To {fiat on the whole wc msv Jafely place Bud- 
itiLA ytt tiiA hf^mning of the pseftut age: but 
whsr is the bii:tv,t:ng of it ^ When this quef^ 
lion was prvpofcd to Ra ehia'ca’ht, lie an- 
iwered : “ (If 3 period compriitng more than 
'* four hundred thpufanJ year;, iJie firll 

ou 
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“ dr three thouland may re^riably be called the 

** hglftnirtg” On roy demanding wr///wievj- 

JencCf be produced a book of (bmc authority, 
eotnpcfcd by n learned Gijkvamh ai'd entitled 
BlhigofiL’afAtHri/a, or. The Mttrof the Bi^aga- 
vdr, on which U is a metrical comment; and 
the couplet which he read from it deferves lobe 
ciicd : after the juft mcniioiicd account of Bun- 
bhj^ in the text, the commentator fays, 

“ AfaM vyacWi calf£**2*1 
w Mtuttli puibvuniYja dwibhuja diicyn^lud. 

Hk kcatiK vtiihJe, ihc-ihouiand'and-fc* 
** cond'ycar*of-the-CaV(-ij^e part t his 

“ bodv of-a-colaur-bciw'ccn-whitc'and-'riiddy, 
** witli-ttt'O'arms, wdthout-hair ort Hj if ad. * 
Cicat^t named tn the text as the birth-place 
of BunonA, the GaJwJaar fuppofes to have been 
DitrmAj-anva, a wood near Gnvi, where a co- 
loftal image of that aiTcient Deity ftili rttnains t 
it jwmed to me of black ftone ; but, as 1 law 
it by torch light, I cannot be politivc as to its 
colour, which may, indeed, have been chan^rd 
by time. 

The Brahmans unlvcrlally (peak of^ die 
Bituddh&s mth all the malignity of an imo- 
leiant fpirit; yet the moft orthodox among 
them conlidcr Boodha himlelf as an incama” 
lion of VisHNti : this is a cotitradiftion hard to 
be rccoftcUed. unkfs we cut the knot inftead of 
U 4 untying 
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t]jjtymg ir, 117 .fu|fpoiing Gmci, that 
. tbcre were two Bi/Dcuyis, di* youugcf 01 
wboip dial’llO jpJ tiic i»pw rrligigj), wJiich givfr 
fo great oficacc in I^nri;. an cl was lutrodiiccij 
into Cf'jnu\ tu tlie firfl cimuty of our era. I'li© 
Cajkminmu &ctgre mcuiioticJ^^ afl'ty ted tUIs fail, 
ivirhaut b:;iug icd to it by any ^jgcilion (hat 
implied it; aud %vc may haec reafc)i] to (up* 
pdV, tliat U m trnijr only 4 general 

word fpr a Ph'ihfipbtr. The author of a tdo 
bnued Stjitftrii DitttraiJry, rntitkd from bia 
name bo w a s! 1 im 1 cl r a BcitiJJUfaf 

and flfiuriJlicil in , ibe. lirft ccticury btcfore 
CitutiT, begins biB Vfjcabulary wiih tiiuc 
u‘ot^ that ligniiy and proc^B to 

thole which rtiMo a Deiiy fn gutterj/; after 
n-ljtcb come tliffocut of Gsifi, Llffl/i- 

gWft and JArerWfj* all by gfn^rid iiames; ajui 
tijey are fidlywed by two very rernatkablc 
hewdt j lirrt, (tvol thtgtfMrff/ fnimes of Buus>ha, 
but} the Darnel ot a hufdLa^jU'^gif^rslt of which 
he gives us cigbiceji, fnrh us Murii^ 

r 6 /a, Sugiitiit and the like, moft of them fig- 
Tuficaiive tif r.riytff'wff, v/r/«r, and 

icrojidiiy, the natnes of u parihttinr 
ij Wif^^*jV/Ki(/‘.Wi'hiwleicen<te'd-1 it- rlic-family *or- 
Sa'cva (ihnfi* jir® the very words of the ari* 
giiial), and lus titles irr, Siixamum, iWtT.T- 
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fnhax l^rvdn'hi^t^i^t Sauti^Mim^ CauiaiMy 
or Kwfrajji the Sun^ atid jlfo- 
yadsvjfaUt ar of : thciice tlic au- 
ilior palles to the dirfermt epitltcts of pardcuW 
JiWw Dtiiits. \Micti Ipoiiitciout this curious 
pflkgcto R, i'oii^'CA'wT, he coiiicniied.ihaf the 
#irft cigbttcti wcre^fur/-d/ cpilhctSt aud 

the fultowlng {cyen, jUrff/tT cr 

stkhi oi oiiC;aud the feme pcrfoui» hut Ra'ma- 
t.a'c[i A|i\ my own tc-ichcr, who* tLougU not 
aSrJA/Birff, is an cifcelietit fehetit and a very 
feiilihlc unprejinliced man, sflured mc» that 
HuJJha was a geftertek word, like ZJrt'tf, and 
that the learned amhar, having exhibited the 
names of a Dh'Oti in general, proceeded to 
tltofe of a in general, before he came 

to particulars: he added, that Si/JJl'a might 
mean a Sa^e or a fhUoJhpher^ though BuJSa 
was the w ord commmiy uftd for a mere 
ptan without fupernatural powers. 

It fecros highly prohahlc, on the whole, 
that the Boddua, whom jAVAOeVA cele¬ 
brates in his Mynin, was the Sacyt^nha, or 
iJcn e/SA'eVA, who, though lie forbad the 

facrifices of Ci*ttlc,*wlikh enjoit), 

was Ifclievcd to b:; Visbku himfclf in a human 
form, and that ajiothcr BuMha, one perhaps of 
his Mowers in a later age, afiumlng ius name 
juid chMufteff attempted to overfet the wliolc 
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fyftctn of tlic Briihmans^ and was tlic caxii« of 
ihai pcr/ecution, from which the Bauddha% are 
kiioivn la have fled inta very difhnt regions. 
May we not recondie th f ngolar diflercnce of 
opinion among the ilmdm as lo the time of 
BoomtA's appearance, by foppoling that they 
have confounded the Twe Baddbaft the hrfl of 
whoinw'as born a few years before the clofo of 
the lift age, and the Iccond, when above a 
thou land years of the prefent age tjad eJ;ip;ed f 
\Vt know, from better authorities, and with as 
much certainty as can juftly be expcilcd on fa 
doubtful a fubjoft, tire real time, compared with 
oar o’ivn era, when the ancient BunntiA be^n 
to iltfthiguhh binileli : and it is lor 
reatbii principally, that I have dwelled with 
minute auxicry on the fubjeft of tlie laft 
yiviTtaf, 

Tee who afliftcd Asuh-TAiL in 

hii: ciiriouE but Itiperlidul acctuint of his mai^ 
rer*s empire, informed hlin, if tjie figures in the 
^v/w be cnrrcftly wriiten, that a pe- 

ihkI of ^^62 years had ebplcrl Trom the birth 
of Br nDEA to the 4iath year of Acfar^s reign, 
which computaiiot) will place his b^r^h in the 
t^A6th year before that of Our Saviour ; but 
when the Chlneff govermnent admiitet! a new 
reUgion from hdta la the firft Century of our 
era, they msule particular inquiries concerning 
Uie age of the old hdia Buddha, whofc birth, 

according 
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nccorditig to Couplet, they plaoe in the 41ft 
year of their sStTi cycle, or 1036 years before 
Christ, and they call him, feyshc. Foe the 
(on of Moye or MaVa^ ; but M. De Guic^ 
KES, on the authority of four Cbtntft Hiftori- 
ILQ5, aflerts, that Fo was bom about the year 
before CiiaiST 1037, in the Kingdom of Cafi- 
pCt : Gjoegi, or rather Cassiano, front 
tvliofc papers his work was compiled, aflTurts 
us, thar, by the calculation of the he 

appeared only 959 years before the ChriJUm 
epoch ; and M. Bailly, trith fome hclTtatioo, 
places him 1031 years before h* but inclines to 
thuik hioi far more ancient, confbundijig him, 
as I have done in a former traft, with ihc^rfi 
HuDHA, orMEHCifRY, whom thc Gs'At called 
WooPK, and of whom I fhall prefcntly take 
particular notice. Now, whether we afTume 
the medium of the four laft mentioned dates, or 
implicitly rely on the authorities quoted by De 
G utONBS, We may conclude, that Buooha was 
firfl dlllinguifhed in this coiintiy about a thou- 
fandyt^n, before the begiotimg of nur era; and 
whoever, in fo early an age, eype^H a certain 
epoch unquatlficd with ahsti ox marly, will be 
greatly dHappintcd, Hence it is clesif. tliat, 
whether the fourth age of the Hindus be¬ 
gan about ewethoufind years before Cm 1 st, 
according to Goverdhan^s account of^ Buo- 
pflA’s birth, or thouland according to 


300 OK THE CHIONOtOOV OF THK HlKltr S. 

that of JlA'ijHA'cA's'r, lUc c.-ominoit opinfou^ 
tlint 4B88 yj^Tf- of K qrc now eJapicJ, ts crm* 
Hcoui. Ajtif here, for the prefejit, wc Jeivc 
Bhcdha, U'ith Jii intention of' rcrurjiing to 
him in dqe time; otifcufitig only, rfwt if 
the learned TnJtdtii diilvr (o widely In tlicir ac¬ 
counts o|‘ the age when rheir ninth 
appeared in their cotjittry. we may be afTured, 
thru liiry ttave no certain chriwiology before 
him, aitd may fufpea the cenainty of ail the 
rel-irloni concerning ci^cn hit appcarince* 

The received Chronology of the tUffdm 
liegins with an abfurdiry fb monftrous, a? ta 
overthrow the whole : f^r, having cila- 

hlinictl their period of Jcveitt^y^ouf dhinf trggj as 
the reign of each Mentf^ yet thlnthig Jt in- 
cougruous to place a holy perfbfiage in times of 
im^Uy^ (heyiofdl, that the reigns only 
in every galJfH age, and dili|ppcar„- in tlic tbr^e 
hufna^ tfiat follow it, eoniidjing to dive 
and emerge like a wt ter-fowl, till thcclofe of 
hist l*lte jearned aurhor of the 

Put\it0rt'hit^^ap, ^ytiich 1 win npiy fuUow 
flep by ftep, mentioned this ridiculous opinion 
with A furious face; but as he has not in- 
IcrtoJ it in hts w’ork, we rnay take hU acooiint 
of the fuvcinh according to its oh- 

% urns and tatiouii] meaning, and fcppolc, that 
Vaivaswata, the fen of Su'^aif a, the Cm of 
C s V A PA, or fthe fbn of M a* I'cu r, ot 
Ltg&f, ihclen of Bp.ahma, vvlikli is clearlyau 

alle^ 
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allegoric pedigrre, rGigned iii (he hfl goldiirt 
age, or* aircorijing to the HJadui, three mil- 
Itorv eight tiuHdicd and iiIiicEy-tu'o ihoulHiiii 
rk'itC htitidrcil and erghry>eigftt yoiri agp. But 
they Ci>ntgiU], that he niVually reigned ou earth 
ew tn'Ifhn fe"^'te Ji iitib-fdnnJtveerjyfjg^t 
fa/iii Tears of nRiTtaf^f or Jhuf tkoufa-.J 
itfWyeirs of the Giidij; and this opinion i* 
another monjl^er Jl> repugnant to ihe courfis of 
nature and to huittan rr-albn, that it mult tw 
ngcftqd its tvtiolly fabutous» tiiid mken as a 
proof, timt the InJlins know nothing of their 
Smbsrrt Mamt* iTUthia name and die prindpid 
event of his life; I mean the unnits'fiil 
of which the thru, fir It Av>ttar$ arc merely al- 
Icgoricid reprcfciuaibn^, with a mt^cure, efpe* 
dally in the fiaind.^ of altronomlcnl mytiiOlogy. 

From tbfs Mstsu the whole taco of *• 
twiteved to have dcrcctiJcd ; for fUe ievcii 
RiJbPtf wlio wxrc prLTcr\'tiJ with him in the 
arkf are not mendoued as fathers of biitmn iz- 
mi ties ; but Hnee hU daughter 1 la' wait mar* 
riedf as the biiHaitt tell U9, to the flrli 
BuDitA, or the lim of CnA.vnRA, 

□r the Mcmt a raalc Deity, whole father was 
Ate r, fun of Beailm a' (wdicrc again we mvet 
with an allegory purely aBrnnonikal or poeti¬ 
cal), his pollcrtty are divid^I ittto two great 
bra riches, called the Ctildfen af ih Sm from 
his oivn fuppofetl father, and xhcCbiUi'^it tht 
M(i^n from the parent of hk daughter’s huf- 

baud; 


^02 0!i T U« CKKrtNOtOGV « TUt HIKUff*. 

band: tbc HdcoI mole defendants in bolh thefe 
families Ite ruppofed lo have rdgiied in the ci^ 
ties of or jiudht and Pr^tiJhChana^ 

or FiiSra, refpcftivdy.^tiU the thmfandth of 
the prefent age \ and the names of all the princes 
in both Ibes having been diligcntijr ooUcAed by 
RAbHA^CAVT from feveral Furmdi^ I exhi¬ 
bit them in two columns arranged by myfeif 
with great atta^doru 

SECOND AGE* 

CUItl>R£bt OF toe 


ij. CriiSfwa, 


*o. Vrihadafwa, 


5i Prit'hu^ 


Sdnajit, 

Yuvanafwa, 


Dbuudhurndra, 

nrld'hMwat 

Keryafwa, 

Nicumbha, 


Vifwagaiidht, 

Chuidni, 

Yuvatiifwa, 

Srava, 


ICSBW X'CUf 

Fiettejhi^ 

Cucutfl*ha, 

AnenaSt 


M O O N, 

BirDnXf 

FurttravaSf 

AyuH), 

Nahnnu, 

Pitrut 

Janam^jaya, 

Prachinwat, 

Pravlra, 

Menaiyu, iG. 

Charupada, 

Sudyu, 

Bahugava, 

Sany^rii 

Ahanyari, 15* 

Raudrafwa^ 

Rjtcyufli, 


M^dhatrif 
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S U 

Mindhiiiri» 
Puruc ale'll 
10. TraiadasyUi 
Arrays I 
Heryafwa, 
Praruiiai 

T rivindbaivii 
ij. Saiyavrata, 
Triftneu, 
Harifchatidra, 
R6hita, 
Hanta, 

30, Champa, 
Sudtiva, 
Vijaya, 
Bharuci, 

Vnci, 
Bahuca, 
Sagitrtt, 
Afaniaiijas, 
Anfumat* 
Blagii'itt'kat 
40. Sruta, 

Suidliudwipa, 

Avutiyulli, 

Kiaperm, 

4 j, 

Afinaca, 


moon. 

Rantiuava, 

Sumatt, 

Aitit 

DuJbimaHta, 
BhaFOiaf * 

(Viut'bi, 

Manyu, 

Vrihatcfliitra, 25. 

Haftin, 

Afamid*Ii 3 , 

R'iciha, 


Samivarana, 

Cttra, 3®* 

y^hnUt 

Surat’hi, 

Vidiirat'ha, 

SaTvabhaunu, 

Jayatlihw, 35. 

Radhica, 

Ayutayufh, 

Acrodhana, 

Devadi'hi, 

Ricfha, 4 ®* 

Dilipa, 

Pntipa, 

Sincanu, 


PiUjdu» 

Tudhykt'bif) 


♦J» 


IVluIaci, 


^4 CEiaoKoraoY of Ttiit tri wovij 

^ U N. 

Miilaca, 

Dafiirat'tin^ 

JO. Vii'waiaha^ 

C'hitw'Anga, 

Dirghabihu, 

Jlagiu* 

Ah, 

55. 

R.Vma. 

It among a!J ihc Pa/t^ils ttiai kA* 

MA.thciryhiiTjF.'AiDeaniaite divmityt appearwl aS 
l<Ing of In dio ietL’rva/ between the 

^htr anil the /traxr/i agei ; aiitl, if we (uppole 
him 10 Have hi;gtm Hiii reign at the verj- begin* 
nii g of that interval, hill f&r/t t^eufattii ihr€t 
iiOKAredye:ir^ of the Gud$, or a mtUftnt arte hun¬ 
dred and eighty-e^hf thittfimd lunar years of 
mortals wilt remain in the fhter age, during 
which the fjh-jht princes between V^ivas- 
WATA and Ra^ma moft have gpyemed the 
world ; but, rechoiiing thktjf years for a ge¬ 
neration, which h rather too much for a long 
fucceflion of e/Av? Ions, as they are feid 10 have 
been, we enmor, b/ the courlc of nanne, ex¬ 
tend the ^/fwr/i/age of the Hindus heyond^jf- 
teen /> nds-ed and jijty frdar year?; if we fop- 
pofe them not to have been clJcH fonst and 
(iVcJi to iiavc lived longer than moderw priticw 

in 
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iii a. dlfToiLice age* we iliall ^ini onlj n period gf 
tws thiuftnd /i.’ars ; and if we rtuiiovc tbe 
dlfficuliy 1 a' admitting miracles, we miift calc 
to rcafoH* and may as well believe at oucc vvliat- 
ever the finijbfv/ttfs chufc to tell US* 

Is the paligrce we meet widl fliioilicr 

abfordiry cr^ualljfatal la the credit of the /Jut- 
du lyltera ; as ^ as the twenty-iccoiid degree 
of dcleent from Vaivaswata* the lyii- 
cbronilmof the two families appears toJcrabljr 
regular, except that the childrai of the hicoa 
were not foils; for king Vaya'ti ap¬ 

pointed the youngcll of his hve fons to iucceed 
Lien hi/iiiiSa, and allotted inferior kingdoms to the 
other four* who had oifonded him; part of die 
"Diicjh 'tn or the &>uth to Y ai»v, the anccflor of 
CaISH^'A ; the North, to Ann ; the EaJl, 19 
Druhta ; and the Wefl", to XuiVASOf from 
w hom the Panditi bdieve, or pretend to beiieve^ 
in compliment to our nation, that we are de^ 
fccndcd. But of tlic fubfequeut degrees in ihe , 
lunar line they know To little, that, unable to 
fuppiy a conlldcrablc intenal her worn Bha¬ 
rat and Vitat’ha, whom they call hU fo(i 
311(1 fucccilbr, they arc under a iicceCiiy of 

ferttng, that the great anceftor of YuOHfsHT - 
HtR* B^uailv reigned Jevi^it and Kvrnty fhea/and 
rears ; a fable of the fame clafs tvith that of his 
wonderful birth, which is the fubjcfl ol a beau¬ 
tifuldrama : iiow^ ifwc fuppofohislife 

X 
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{fi have laAct! no longer than that of other mori 
tals, and admit V'itat’iia and the reft to have 
been hrs regular rucccfror&, we IKafl fall into 
another abfurdity ; for then* if tlie generations 
in both lines were nearly equal, && they i^-ould 
naturally have been, wc ftidl find Vudhisht^- 
iFiJt, who reigned con^fiedly at the clofe of the 
hr<n£n age, nine generations older than Kjt'MA, 
before whole birth the fiivtr age is allowed to 
have ended. After the name of Bharat, 
therefore, I have lot an ailcrific to denote a con- 
fiderable chafm in the Indian Hifttsiy. and have 
in felted between bTackets, asout of their places, 
his tnajtnfy-faur fucccflbrs, w ho reigned* if at 
all, in the foUorwing age immediately before 
the war of the MtrbitbMrat. The fourth j#iw- 
/dV, which is placed in the inienal lietwecn the 
and ftemd ages, and the fifth, which foon 
followed it, appear to be moral fables grounded 
on hlftoFical fRdls \ the Jnurth was the piinint- 
mcnr of an impious menatch by the Deity him- 
fclf burjiing /ram a marhk talutnn in the fhapo 
of a f\m \ and the fifth was tjic humiliation of 
an arrogant Prince, hy fo contemptible an 
igent as a motidicant dwar/ After thele, and 
immediately before SunniiA, come three great 
warriors all named Ra^ma ; but it may juftly 
be nudes qttcftion, whether they arc not three 
reprefontstions of one perlbi), or three different 
ways of relating the ianj« hiftory ; the fir ft and 

focond 
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fccond Ra'mas arc laid To have l>c«t coutem* 
jxjraiT" I hut vvhttlier ait or any of them nican 
Rama the fbn of Cu'sit, I leave others to dc^ 
tentimc. The naothcr of the iccorid Rama 
was named Cau'shalya', which is adcrmtive 
of CusHALAf and though his father be ilifHit* 
guifhed by the tiUe or cpilhclof DA'$ARAT*HAf 
figniiying, that bis •war-ebarhf hare him la aft 
fuariers ef tht wdr/t/, yet the name of Cusk, 
as thoC^mhriaHS pronounce tt. ts preferveden* 
tire b that of his fon and fucccflor» and ftia- 
dowed in that of his aJiccRor VjcL’cstii; 
nor can a jtili objeftidEi be made to this opbioa 
from the itafal J^rablaa vowel in the word Rd. 
tnab mentinoed by Moses, iincc the very 
word begins w-lth die (amc letter tvhieh 
the Grefkt and Indiatit could not pronounce, 
artd they iverc obliged, therefore, toexprdsit 
by titc vowel which moli reiembled iu On 
this queAbti, hotvever, \ a/Tcrc nothing ; nor 
on another, which might bepropofed ; ** Whe- 
'* thcr the fourth and fifth Avatars be not al- 
legoricnl Rories of the two prefumptuous 
** BionarchStNiMRooand Belvs ?” The hypo- 
thdis, xhsi was tirft eRabIhhed, fawi 
ena^ed, ^xd ^tgrit^iture encouraged b Jadta by 
R A M A, about tkrtt thttufasd fight huiidrtil years 
ago, agrees wtdi the reedved account of 
Nc»ah*s death, mb the previous fcitlcmcnc of 
his immediate deicondauts, 

Xi TFdIRD 
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THIRD AGE, 


CHILPREKOF THE 

S UK, MQ 0 K 


Cujha^ 

Nfjhoiihai 

NabhASf 

Piiii^lairli;aj 

Cfhfemadhaawas, 

IJevinica, 

Ahm^agu, 

Pari pat ra, 
fc, Ranach*hala, 
Vajranabba, 

Area, 

Sugaris, 

Vidlirtd, 

t e, HiranyanlbHa* 
Piilhya, 
Dhruvafacidhl, 
Slider la na, 
Aguivema, 
f o. Sighra, 

Marti, ruppofed to 
nui alis'c, 
Praiufrpca, 

Sandhi, 

Atnerlana, 
iY, Mahafwat, 


Vitai'ha, 

Manyu, 

Vrihatclh^traj 

Halliu, 

Ajamid^ia, y, 

Riclha, 

Samwamna, 

Curu^ 

yaiinUt 

Sunii‘ba, lO, 

\nddrat'h 3 , 
Sarvabhitintai 
Jayatftna, 

Rddhica, 

Ayuriyulh, ly* 

|Acr6dhaiia, 

D£vatrt*hi, 

Rtciha, 

Dillp.1, 

Pracipa, ao. 

VUivab^Uj 
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SUN. 

Vifwiibb^Iuu 

Pntfenajtr, 

Tacftiacn, 

FrihaSa/ijf 

^o. Vfihndraita, Y, B, 
^roo. 


MOON. 

S^nUnuj, 

Vichiireviiya, 

Piindu, 


Herb we have oniy titw-end-Hcfftffjf Pnncea 
of the Sohir line berween Ra^ma and Vrihad- 
rama exclufivdjf; and thdr rdgnsT during 
the whale ^r 442 !fft age, ate fuppolcd to have 
tailed near rig/ji hrinkr^J and 
jfcar5» a fiipptriitioii evidently againft nature; 
the uniform courle of which allows only a pe¬ 
riod of if/gA/ hunSei^wA or at the vciy 

uttnofi^ of 4 thaufand years for t^tnty-ulfu gc- 
lieratjoiis, ParYcsrit^ the great nephew and 
focceflor of YviJttJSrtt'HiR, who had recovered 
the throne from DuaYo'DHAu, is allowed with¬ 
out cotitrovcfly to have reined in the Intcfii'al 
hciweeti the braztft and fiSttNft ages* and to 
liave died at the fctrirlg-iii of the C^Sysg ; fo 
that if the/'4W<AVi of Ci^ir and f^iiflrrhive 
made a right calculation of Buopua’a ap¬ 
pearance, the prefent, vr fettrth^ age mufl have 
beguu about 4 tb^ujiaiii years hvfon; the birth 
of CitRi^T, and coil feci ucntly the relgti of 
JesHWAfou could not have been tarlior ihin 
jQUr tboujMtd years before that great epoch ; 
and even that date will perhapt anpear, when 
X 3 
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it ftall be ftriiJUjr exiitnined, to be near /w# 
tbuk/aiid 3?eari earlitr tlian the truth, I catwioi 
leave the thinl Itjdimt age, In which the virtues 
and vices of mankind are faid to have been 
equal, without obferving, that even the cJofc of 
U hmanhcflly Jabulonsand poetical, with hardly 
more tippfiirmct of hiftorical truth than the 
uie of Tr^, or of the Argonaut j j for 
Yudhisht'kih, U feems, was the fon of 
Duerma, the Gtftiut of JvJitce ; Biif ma of 
Pavan, or the Ged of fVwJ; Afjuk of 
■ iNcnA, or the Firmament : Nacul and 
SAirAEiR'vA, of the tivo Com a'rs, the Castok 
and Pollux of hdia ; and BiifsBMA, their le- 
puted grot uncle, was the child of Gang a', 
or the Ganges, by Sa'ntang, whole bro¬ 
ther De''va''pi is fup^Hifcd to be Hill alive in the 
city of Ca/apai alJ which fi£tions may be 
charming embelllfhmcnts of an hcroick poem, 
but arejuA as abfurd in civil biftoiy, as the de- 
feent of two ropl families from the Sun and the 
Moen> 


FOURTH AGE 


CUILI>R£N or TBS 


SC/N, 

Urucriya, 

Vatlavriddha 

Pratiyj'oma, 


yanam^ajfaf 

Safhtkiif 

Sahafraaica, 


MOON, ■ 


SbiaVf 
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SITN. 

MOOK 


Bhinii, 

A&wamUhaja, 



Aslcnactilbaai 

5 * 

Sahadeva, 

N^ichacra, 


Vim, 

Upta, 


Vrihadaiwa* 

Chiiraratlia, 


Bh^iimar, 

Suehirat*ha, 


10. Praticaswa, 

Dhridmat, 

to. 

Supratica, 

SuAt^mi 


Maruddvaj 

Sunit'ha, 


Sutiaclhatra, 

Nrlchacffmh, 


Pufheara, 

Suc'hmab, 


15. Ancaricdia, 

Pariplava, 

* 5 ‘ 

Sutapasj 

Sunaya, 


Amitnjit, 

Medhivin, 


Vrihadrija, 

Nrlpanjaya, 


Barhi, . 

Dcria* 


10. Criianjaya/ 

Hmj, 

29 . 

Kaiianja^, 

Vrihadrat'ka, 


Sanjaya, 

Sudaft, 


Sldcya, 

Saianfca, 


Suddlidda, 

Durmadana, 


15. Umgalada, 

Rah titan. 


PrafSnajit* 

Dandapani, 


Clhudr^* 

Nimi, 

■ 

Bumitrai Y> 3 . C. 

::joO. Cih^maca.. 



Ik both families, we fee fbtrfy geueratioDf 
in jTckoaed from Yu»Hi9iiT*Hi», and from 
X 4 Vkimadwala 
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\ his coritcmponiry (who wai 

killed. In tile war of ifhv Aeuimahyu, 
Urn of AijuK, and father of Pari'cshit), to 
the time when the Sdar and Litnar dynafties 
arc believed to have become exfin^ in the pre¬ 
lent divioe age; and for rhefe gencratbus the 
HittAtti alloc a period of wre th^ufattA years 
only, or xhwidrrA years for thru gcncratiom ; 
which calcukiion, though probably too large, 
is yet modcrarc enough, cumpared ivtih their 
abfurd aa'ounts of the preceding ages; but they 
reckon crazily the lame number of years for 
tweniy gcncraiions only in the family of 
Jaea^sasdua, whofe fon was contemporary 
with VuDJtiSHT^HiR, and founded a new 
dytiafly of Princes in Ma^adha^ or Babari 
and this exacl: coliwidciice of the time, in which 
the three ntccsarc I'uppoled to have been exilniff, 
has the appearance of an artlAcIal chronology, 
formcil rather from imagination than fronf 
hillorical eridcnce; cf{>ccinlly as twenty kings, 
in an age conipanrivdy modem, cpuld not have 
reigned r land year 

J, NHVKftTHELEss, exhibit thc lift of them 
as a curiofity ^ but am fiir from bcnig con- 
I'inced, that aJ] of than ever eatifted : that, if 
ih^ did exift, they could not have reigned 
more than Jh/fif h$iaAreA ye&rst 1 am fully per- 
fusded Iff the cobrfc of nature and the concur¬ 
rent ^ojunion of mankiod. 


Kinqs 
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KINGS Of MAGABHA. 


Sahadeva, 

Suchh 


Cfh^a, 

Srucafravas, 

Suvrata, 

Ayutayurti, 

Dltcrmafutrai 

Niramura, 

fi'rama. 

£unaclliatia. 

Drid'hafena^ 

VrihcTlIna, 

Sumatl, 

Carmajit, 

Subab, 

Snitanjaya, 

Sunita, 

Vipnt, 

Satyajit, 






Pl'ranjAVA, foil of the twentieth kiiig^ 
ivofi put to death by his mJnifter Sut^aca, who 
placed his own fait Praovo'ta on the throne 
of his mafler: and this rcTOlutlon conrtjtuicj 
an epoch of the higheft Innport3nce m our pre- 
.fent inquiry; Jir/!, becauie it happened ac-^ 
cording to the BMgateai4imrt/at two years cx- 
ailly b^orc Buddha’s appearance in the liunc 
kingdom ; next, becanfc it Is believed by the 
Hindits to have taken place thrft 
hunM end years ago, or /«« 

thouJirnJ orur Aux^b'ce/ years before Christ; 
and, billy, bceaufe n fcgtilar dironology, au* 
cordLig to tfie number of years in each dynafly. 
has been effablifhed from the acccfHoa of 
pjiADYt)*TA to tJiC fubvcriioti of tlic genuine 
Hindu gDvrmTficnt ; and that chronology I will 

now 
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now by before you, after observing oiilvj tbaC 
R A'oHA'tfA'jiT bim&lf fays nothing of BudohA 
in this pari of hb ^ork, ^ough he partbttbrly 
meniions the two preceding Jvatara^s in their 

proper ptacesi 

KINGS or MAGADHA- 

y, 1. c. 

Fratlydia^ aioo 

Pabca, 

ViCkc’bayfipa* 

R^jaca, 

Nandiveidhaiia, 5 reignt^t^tyters^ 

Sifun^gat *9^* 

Cacavema^ 

Clhiimadhcrm an* 

Cfhctrajiiynt 
Vidliifari, 5^ 

Ajitaiarni, 

Dubhaca, 

AJaya, 

Nandiverdhana, 

Mahatiandif 10 r ~ 360 

Kakda, 

This prince, of whom fret^uent raeution la 
made inihe5h^/^;/bookt, is bid to have been 
murdered, after a reign of a hundred years^ 
by a very learned and ingenious, hut poflionate 

and 
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and virtdiaiv«» Brithmatt^ whofc name waa 
Cma'nacya, and who ralfed to the throne a 
man of the fJtsufyA racCf named Chanoea- 
<^^ln^A i by the death of NAKUAf and hit 
folia, the Cjhatriya femilyof Peadyo'ta be¬ 
came extioA. 

MAURYA KINGS. 

V. 9- O. 

Chandragupta, *5®* 

VArifira, 

Afocaverdbana, 

Suyalks, 

Deiiuat'ha, 5. 

Sangata, 

SaUfucEt 

Sornafarman, 

Saudbanwas, ^ 

Vrihadrafba, ior= 137/* 


On the dcatli of the tenth Maarya king, 
his place was alfumed by his Commander in 
Chief, PifSHPAMiTEA, of the Sutiga oatioci or 
f^jly. 

SUNGA KINGS. 


IN 


r* B. 

1365 


Fufhpamitni, 

Agoimitra, 


Sujy^fha, 


5i(! OirTTIEC^ltOK(JLO<JrOFTllEtfmi>lrt- 

SUNDA KINGS. 

y* B. Ct 

Sujyclht*baf 
Valiimicraf 
AbhacJncd, y 
I^uliiida, 

Ghdiha, 

\^3jran]itra, 

Bliignvata. 

Divabhuli, lO r = i il 


T«K laft prince was killed by h»s thinificr 
Vascoe'va^ of the Catina licc, who ufurpcd 
the throne of Magadha, 


CANNA KINGS. 


f. B. 

Vafud^vu i»53 

Bhumitra, 

Narayaiii, 

Sufimian, 4r ^ 345 /. 

A Sudra^ of the Andhra ftmxly, havitjg rntl p 
dcred his mafter SusARMAy, and fctzed ih« 
government, ibtitidcd Jt iicw<^ally of 


I 


ANDHRA KINGS, 


y. B. e. 



Balin, 

Crilhna, 


SrUancacuna^ 
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ANDHRA KINGS. 

T. B. C* 

SriiSntacamE, 5®^ 

Paumamifi, 

L3rnb6dan, f* 

Vivilaca, 

MighafwSw, 

VSiansioa, 

Talaca, 

SkvafwiUt JO- 

PtiTEfhabh^ru, 

Simaodana, 

Chaco raca» 

Batsca, 

151 

Puri mat* 

M^GcaEf 

Siiarcnjtd'ha, 

ytjoyafrl, 

Vijaya, 20* 

ChaudraWja^ air — 456/. 

Aft SB thedcathof Cmandrabi'ja, which 
happened, according to the years 

before Vicrama'ditta, or 451B. C. we hear 
DO more of Magadiw as an bdependem king¬ 
dom! but Ra'dha^c-Vkt has exhibited the 
names ofdynamics, b whkh/tvenfj^x 
ptiDoes are laid to have rciguod oftf th$upmd 

ibri^ 
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^hfu hundred find nimty~»ln€ years in AcabhrUi^ 
a town of ihc Da^Jbm.^ nr Sautby ivhich we 
eommonly call Dfcafi: the iiamca of ebe leven 
djnailicsi or of the families who cflabli/hed 
clicm^ arci JibhirQ^ Gardahhlny Caaca, 7^a\j/maf 
TaruJ^fcarOf Bhurundsy Maula i of whkh the 
Tevandi arc by fomc, not generally, fuppolid lo 
have been hmoni^ or Gre^hy but the l^urajh- 
cards and Mattlds arc univcrfaily believed 
to bare been Tyres and Ms^uh ; yet Ra'dha'- 
ca'nt adds: ** when the Mania race was ex- 
tin^, five Princes, named Bbmattdaf Bangira^ 
** Si/ufssndiy T’asl^ndiymA Pravkiscay reigned 
** an hundred and Jix years (or tiE! the year 
** *°J3} ^ Cilaeilay* which, he 

tells me, he underllaads to be hi tlic country of 
the Miibiirtijhtrd^y oe Mahratds: and here ends 
his Indian Chronology; for ** after Pea- 
** vj'^iaca/* fays he, this Empire wii 
** divided among Mflchlhas^ or lu^dds,*' 

Tins account of i\\^ fiven tmdern dynajiks 
appears very doubtful in iilclf, and lias no re¬ 
lation to our prefent enquiry? for their dnmi- 
iiioit teems confined to the Deean^ without 
extol ding XiiMagadba\ nor have we any reafon 
to believe, ibai a race of Greesan PrinceS ever 
elbabldhcd a kingdom ui either of thole coun- 
tries i as to the Mtfguhy their dynally Aill 
jvbliils, at leaA iioftiinally ? unlcls that of 

Chengh 
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Cbengtz be mcAiitt and his fucceflbra could not 
have reigned many put of for the period 
of tbrtf hundred jfcars* which is alTigned to 
Muiila'sx nor is it probable, that the word 
‘Tore, which an Indian could have ealtly pro- 
noiinced and clearly ex prefix in the NSgai^ 
letters, ftiould have been corrupted into Ttf- 
rajhcara. On the whole, we may lafcly cl oft 
the moil authentkk fyftcrn of Hindu Chrotio, 
logy, that I have yet been able to procure, 
with the death of Cii andb aBi'ja. Should any 
farther information bt attainable, wc fliall, 
perhaps, in due time attain it, cither front books 
or inlcriptiotw in the Sanferit language; but 
from the materials with which we are at prefene 
lupplied, we may e(labli(h as indubitable the 
two following propolilions; that the tbret jirfi 
age? of the Uindm are chiefly mytbshgical, 
tvhether tlicit mythology was founded ott the. 
dark enigmas of their ailiooomers or on the 
heroick flAions of their ftocts; and, that the 
fourth, or Idjitu^teal^ age cannot be carried farther 
back than abtiut two thouftnd years hefotiB 
CiiEtsT. Even in the hiftoryof tbepreftnt 
age, (he generations of men and the reigns of 
kings are extended beyond the couHe of nature, 
apd beyond the average rcfuUing from the ac* 
counts of the BrJlmam themteives ; for they 
to ea hundred eittd Jhrty^/^uio modern 
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rcigiW 9 period of f/^ree ihitfundme hundred and 
0iy~thre( yeSiSif oi' ^ibout iznmty-t'too y&sg to a 
reign, oac with atintheri yet titcy repriefeot 
only four t'aana Priuccs on die throne of Ma- 
f^aJba for a period of three hundred and f^rty- 
Jive years; now it isev^ more improbable, that 
four fuccdUive kings Ihoold have rcignod eighty- 
Jxyi’ori andihree t/mths eaoh, tliaii that Na ^j>a 
ftould have been king an hundred ycaa^ and 
murdered at ]aiK Ncltlicr account can be cre^ 
dited; but, that wc may silow the highefl 
probable antiquity to the Hindu government, 
let us granr, that three gaur^wns of mai were 
equal on an average to an bttndrrd years, and 
that Indian Princes have reigned, one with 
another, Pwe and t’wentyi then reckoning 
thirty generations from AnjUK, the brother of 
Vv©j«siiT*iiiaA, to thccxtiuflionof his race, 
and taking the Chinepf account of Buddha*s 
birth from M. Ds GujoNt.f, as the moll: au¬ 
thentic medium between Aiiu*i.FAKn and the 
^Ifhtians^ wcniay arrange the corrc^led Hindu 
Chronology according to the follow'mg table, 
(iipjdyiiig t!ic word ahut or nearly (fince por¬ 
ted accum^y cannot be attained and oue^t not 
10 be required), IvJbro every date* 


AMdinrniyu, fen e/'AnjUfft 
J’railydta, — 


Y. n. c, 
aoip 
lasrp 


BcnniTA 
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Y. B, C- 


BtfOORA, - (027 

Nak»a, — >— 697 

Baltu, — — l4p 

ViCRAMA'nf tta -- 56 

De'vapa'la, /yflj ^Gaur, 


If wc take the dare of Bitddh a’s appearance 
frtimAsu'Lf AZL, wc muit place AbhiMAN. vu 
zj68 years before Christ, uiilcfa we calculate 
from the tivcnfy kings of anti allow 

Jhvn years, inflead of a theufani^, be¬ 

tween Arjuk and PfiADifo^TA, which will 
bring us again very nearly to the date exhibited 
in the table; and, perhaps, we can hardly ap¬ 
proach nearer to the truth. As to 
NaKda, if he really laton the throne a whole 
century, we muft bring down the AnJkra 
dynafty to the age of VicRAMA^niT VA, who 
with his feudatories bad probably obtained fo 
much power during the reign ot” tbofe princes, 
that they had little more than a ttominal fo- 
vercignty, which ended with CnANDBASfjA, 
in ihe/j^/r<for fourib century of the Qhri^lan 
era; having, no doubt, been long reduced to 
Iiiitgnidcance by the kings of dejeended 

from Go'i'A^la. But, if the author of the 
Dabi/idn be warranted in fixing the birth of 
Bud on A rew years before the Cal^'ttgt we mull 
thus coiTcdl the Chronological Table: 

V Buodha, 
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V* B+ Ci 

Buddha, — 

1027 

Parle fh it, ■— 

1017 

Prady ora, (reckoning ioori 
^o generations,) j 

■ Ji/or *7 

Y. A- C. 

Nanch, — ^ 

13 or 3 rj 


Tills correfiioii would oblige US to place 
Vicbama'oitya Ijeforc Nanda, co whom, as 
all the pan Jill agree, he was long pofterior; 
and, iT this be six hiAorical it Icems to 
coafixm the which fixes the 

beginning of the CaRyug about tt thoufand years 
before Buddha.' Iicfldes that, Balin would then, 
be brought dowji'at Icaft to the fixtli and 
CfrANOBABj';A to the tenth century after 
Christ, without leaTing room for the fubfe* 
quent dynafties, if they reigned fuccelltvely. 

Thus have we given a fkctch of Indian Hif- 
tory through the longeft period fairly affignable 
to it, anti have traced tpe founthititm of the 
Indian empire above three thoufand eight hun¬ 
dred years from the prefont rime; but, on a 
fubje^ in icfolf ib obfeure, and fb much clouded 
by the fiflions of the Brdhmansy who, to ag¬ 
grandize thcmfolves, have dcfigncdly raSfod 
their antiquity beyond the truth, wc muft be 
fotUfted with probable conjc€lure and jufo rea- 

fotibg 
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foning from the beft at finable data; irorcan 
tvc hope for a fyftcin of JnJisn i.’hron{)h>gjf to 
which DO objf^ion can be made, unJeft the 
agronomical books in Stmferit frinit dearly 
afeertain the places of the colures in (omc pre- 
cife years of the hifroricai age ; not by fuofe 
traditions, like that of a cctttfe obfervation by 
CiiittON, who pofithly never cxtfted* fbr ** he 
** lived, fry® Newton, in die golden age,” 
which nauft loitg have pr^edod (he Argmauikk 
expedition} but by foch evidence as our own 
afrronotners and IchoLirs fliall allow to be 
unexceptionable. 


V 1 


ACHRO. 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


according to one of the Hypotheses mthmied 
in the frece^ngTrt^, 


Chrutta)! 
aW Muaelh AW. 


Hikdu. 


ytetffivn 17^8 
jT flW trs„ 


Adam. MenoL Age I, 5^^4 

Noah, Menu IT. 4737 

Deluge. 413^ 

t^iintrodf Siranyeenjipu. Age II. 4006 

Bel, Bidij 3 ^ 9 ^ 

Rama. Rama. Age Ill. 38(7 

death. 37^7 

PradySta, 2817 

Buddha. Age IV. 2815 

Nsnda, 2+87 

JSa/in, *937 

Faeraraadityaj 1^44 

Divap^la, 1811 

ChEISTi 1787 

N^Ayanpidoy 1721 

Saea^ i, 70J7 

Wattd, to8o 

Meinmdi. 78^ 

Cbengizj 548 

Vioiraar, jjj 

Bahur, 3.5 

NAdirJhdb^ 40 


DIS- 


( 3*5 ) 

DISSERTATION X. 


A 

SUPPLEMENT 

TO THE 

ESSAY ON INDIAN CHRONOLOGY. 


O UR mgcnious aflockte Mr* Sv^MUEL 
DaviS| whom I name with refpe^l and 
appboic. and who will fouu, [ truft, convince 
M. Baji.lY) that tt ic vcjy poflible ibt an 
European to Tranflatc and explain the Surya 
S'tddbuntn^ ^voiired me lately with a copy* taken 
by hi« Pantih^ of the original pallagc cnen- 
tioued in his paper on the Aftronomical Cotnpu* 
tatlons of the Hindut, conceriiltig the places 
of the colored in the time of Vara'ha, com¬ 
pared with their pcfittoni in the age of a ocrtaln 
or ancient philofophcr; and die 
paflage appears to afford evidence of two aAual 
obfervations^ which will afeemm the chrono- 
logy of the fJiutfujy if not by rigorous demon- 
Hrarion^ at Icafl by a near approach to it. 

Tiik copy of the VarMiffanbil^f from which 
the three pages, received byme, had been tran- 
Icribcd, is unhappily lb incorrc£t (if the rmn- 
y 5 feript 


4 
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fcript itfelf was not iiaftily tmdi;) that every 
Jiiic of it muA Gc tli^bgured by Jbmc grofs er¬ 
ror ; and my PantUfj u ho cjyimitnai the paf,- 
fiigc carefully ac liis own houfe, gave it up as 
inexplicable : ib that, if I JiaJ nut lludicd ilic 
iyfleni of Smfirit pritfo^ly, I Hiould have laid it 
atldc in defpair ; but though it wtis wriiicti as 
prolCf without any of diilinclioii or punc- 
marioo* yet, when 1 read it aloud, my car 
caught in fome fentences the cadence of verfe, 
ajtd of 3 jjarriculjr metro, called ^'17^1, which 
is regulated (not by d\c number of lylLbJes, like 
othertnta (Vires, but) by the proportion 
of iimetf nv^yf/abiei Tuotiientit in the four divi- 
fioDs, of whicli every Aanza confids. By 
numbering thoie moments and tixiiig their pro¬ 
portion, I wa^ enabled 10 rcftorc the text of 
VAaA’'HA, with the pcrfefl ailriic of the learned 
Brdhmn who atiend^ me ; and, with his 
fillsucc, t aUo corrcilrd the comment written 
by Bimtto'tpaxa, who, it feems, was a fon 
of the author, togtthcrwnh three curious paf- 
fages whtcfi are cited In It. Another Pandh 
afterwards brought me a copy of the whole ori¬ 
ginal work, which confirmed my conjectural 
emcuibilions, except in two immaterial lylla- 
hlcs, and except, that the firll of the list cou¬ 
plets in the text is quoroJ in il»e comnicntary 
from a diiTercnc work entitled PimchefidS}oniii:h r 
five of them H ere compofsd by Vaea'ha him- 

fclf, 
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fell*, and die third chapter of his trtatife begins 
iv'itii them» 

BHFOftE I product the original verfeSf it may 
he u leful to give you an idea of the Aryh mci- 
fittc, which will appear more diftinflly in La¬ 
tin than in any modem language of £srro/v; 

Tijricks aproj, tlwoH t)rrafmo)i, petRtrui mwiAn, veneniur; 
Die hianulini dieJepm male quid egenni graminivori. 

The couplet miglit be fo arrange, as to begin 
and end with die cadence of an hexameter and 
pentameter, iii being interpofed in the 

middle of rlie long, and fevea in that of the 
ihoff, hemiftkh ; 

Thtm, mprrv, ligriJai nw wnraffr, p^orclque ijTiinnrW: 
Die tibi cct Jc^ui tiin dif nntiM i^aid rg^edt hctbivorui^ 

Since the Aryt) meafure+ however, may be al- 
moft infinitely varied, the couplet would have 
a form completely Ronum^ if the proponion of 
ffllakkk injiaitts^ in the long and fhort verfos, 
wcrcrttvirrv^wrto twenty^ inftead of tbtrtj^ to 
twtntjf’feveit: 

V«jiorft|»ros tigiidATqur, «, pefnna moniiiv, lyiatmw i 
Cerra nuli quid agvtii hubivonii'qut teptn t 

I now exhibit the five ftanxas of Vaea'ua 

in European chATt&£ri. 

Andfhardh’idduiliirmiiTiittii/mRiiyiiiHin lav^rdhanilbt'bidyui 
N unan cadichjdnsrdycnd^ii purra 

Ssmpmaniiijriiuu) iavUuh carcstjicid^an mrfj(.i^Difcldb|8t J 
Ut:bb|iSvc vicritih |waijiidhaper£c£han»if V7«fiih> 
Diirift'HadlihnaT^y'a(Judiiy*’ftani*7^'|»iifi fiilnfrinl^ 

Y 4 ChliS- 


A surrr.EMiHT to the 


328 

CK*hi]^pn»£l»iijr£KmjirhihfHin'9 nurHlilt ntahid. 

Apripjra nucmitio^c^ vtniviitttp himri fajiiirjct yiinjin, 
pan;inanb»Ctnpj'a{iti> vinivfittqrchbrisnii fsitijnii. 
Uttanrn;t)-3niimaLrtp^rritt^j crhi'niiLl^yii rntUhicanh, 
jVicriiid*hjifchaj}yeyiti vicridgaiir bb^yacrlJijiliiiuiriih. 

Of the couplets thtifi cxKibifcd, the fol'- 
lowing [Faiinatuiii tn<')d Icrupuloufly ticeral : 

** CexTAfSi-v the fouthem foilVice was 
** once in the mitJdle of the northern 

** in the fifft degree of Dhani^i^hd* by what w 
*♦ recorded iji former S^ras^ At preleni one 
** lolAice IS hi the lir^ aegreeof Carcata^ and 
the other in the hrft of ^orviFrf.* that which 
“ fj recorded not appearings a change 
£avr happened i arid the proof arilcs trom 
ocular demonftraficnis ; that it^ by nbierving 
“ the remote objci^t and its marks at the rifiog 
** or ietting of the (bn, or by the marks, in a 
large graduated circ)e, of ibf Hiadavv's iii' 
grefs and egrefs,. The fun, by turning hack 
** without having reached Macara^ dcftroys the 
“ Ibuth and tile wcA % hy [unimg back with* 
*' out having reached Carcata^ the north and 
** eafl. By returning, when he has juA 
'* pallet] the winter lolfitUl pointy he makes 
wealth (ccure and gmin abundant, lince he 
** moves thus according to nature i hut the fun, 
" by moving unnaturally, excites termur.”' 

Now the fltndu Afronomers agree, that 
the ifl ymuaiy 1790 was in the year 489 I of 

the 
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the Ca/ijrugffy or their fourth peri ,iU al the he~ 
ginning of* which, they fity, the efioino-^tial 
points were in the firft degrees of and 

'Tvf^i but they arc alfb of opitiioti. that (he 
vernal et|uiriox oldllatcs from ihe thin! of 
Mfirtj to the nvemy-fovxtith of M^a and twek 
again in 7200 years, which they divide into four 
and con(cciucnily that it moves, in the two 
intermetliare f/iiltSt from tlie ftrft to the twenty^ 
feventh of and back again in 5600 years; 
the colure cutting their ecUptick in the firfl of 
whicit coincides with the full of 
at the beginning of every fucli ofcilJatory pe¬ 
riod, Vaha'iia, fumamedh'Iiiit^ A*orihc Sun, 
from hi« knowledge of afh'onomy, and ulu.iJly 
dlflinguifbed by the title of yfcburya, or teacher 
of the lived coofefitaJly when the OrA- 
yuga far advanced; and, llncc by aflual ot> 
iervariou He found the iolfritbl points in the dr it 
degrees of Citre^a and Maair^f the cquinoc^ 
rial points were at the fiimc time in the firfl of 
and Ttt/ii: he lived, therefore, in the 
year ^600 of the fourth InJin/t period, or 1291 
years before < fr January 1 790, that is, about 
the year 499 of our era. This date Ciiirefponds 
with the ayiin&ufay or preedbon, calculated by 
the rule of the SiaryaJ^ddhanta \ tor 19^ 21 54^ 
would he the precdfioit of the cquinojc in 1291 
years, according to the Hi/tdti computation of 
^4" annually, which gives us the origin of 
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the Indian Zodfack nearly’; but, by New- 
TON'i tlcinonftir.irioiJf, which agree as well 
with rhe phenomena, as the varying dcnfliy of 
pur rartlt will admit, the equinox recedes 
nboat 5o*eveTT*y£ar, and h.iB receded 17* 5>' 50^ 
(iuce ihe time of Vaba'iia. which gives 
us more nearly in our tnvti fjihcre the firft de¬ 
gree of Mf^a in that of the Htndtis. By 
the obferration recorded in older S^taty 
the equinox had gone back ag* 20', or about 
roSo years had inter^'cncd, between the age of 
the Muni aud tliat of the modem aflroucjmer; 
the former obfervation, therefore, mu (I have 
been fiaJc about 2971 years before tfV ya~ 
1790, that is (181 before CmtiST, 

VVk come now to rhe commentary, which 
contains information of tl>e grcaicft importance. 
IJy former Stijitax arc meant, fays BHATTtfr- 
TAI.A, the IxHjks of PARA'isAftA atul nf Other 
Munis % and he then cites from the Farufarn 
.Wf/d the Mowing palUgc, w hicb i« in modu¬ 
li ted profe. and In a (lylc much refembUng that 
of the Fediu. 

Shavishta'dyaV paufht/ardhantan charah 
fisinii va:0ntah paulhuardhat rohinyantan; 
faiimyiitlyatiinilhardhilirtan grlihmah; pravri- 

djll^jharaiial bailanun t chicredyat jycfhVhard- 

hinCau s. rat; hfimantb jycfhVh^dhat vailh', 

jfavantaii. 


Tits 
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TrtE feafon of S^ra ia from the firf> of 
Dkanybfha to the midiilcof Rhraii \ that of 
M from the midtJlc of to the 

<* end QiRihmi ; that of from the be- 

gittuing of Mt‘igr’ajiras to the nriiddle of 
Apfihx that of yerjh^ from the middle of 
** AjiefiA to the end of that of Ssrad 

f* from the firft of Chi/ra to the middle of 
yy^f*hd I that of manta from the middle 
** to the cod of Srauand** 

Th ts account of the Jix htiitaa fcafons, each 
of which is co*cxtenlive with twoligna^or four 
lunar ftarions and a half, places the folfti- 
ibl points, as Vaea'ha has aflened, hi the 
lirfl degree of and the middle, 

or 6*40', of while the equinoiltial 

points were in the tenth degree of Bbnrani 
and 5* 10' of Vniit^hh \ but, m the time of 
Vaha'ka, the follVkiaJ colurc palTcd through 
the loth degree of Puttarvafu and 3 20* of 
UttarH^artif while the &]uiito£l.bl colurc cm 
the lihidu ecliptick in the titft of Afwit^ 
and 6‘ 40' of Chitra, or the T%a and only ftar 
of that tnannori, which, by the way, is in¬ 
dubitably the Splint of the Virgin, from the 
known I'onptude of which alt other points in 
the Indian Zodiack mny be computed. It caii- 
not efcape notice, ihat Paba'saha docs not ufc 
in this paflage the phraie at preftnt^ which <jc- 

curs 
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curs in the text of Vaba'iia ; fo that the places 
of the colurcs might liavo been alccrtiun^ 
tart hli time, anti a conlltJcrabk change might 
have happenetJ in their true pnlitiou without 
any change in the phrale^ by tvhich theicafons 
were diflinguiihci,!; as our popular Lmguage in 
nilronomy remains urialtcretl, though (he Zi>* 
dbcal atterifms arc now removed a whole lign 
from tlic pi, ices where they have left their 
uarnci: it is marufefi, ncvcrtbelcls, that Pa- 
» AS AH: A mull hsvc wfitteu v^itbin twcht eea- 
tnrkf before the tjegintting of our era, and that 
lluglc fitl, as we Ihall prefeudy Hioiv, leads to 
very incimcntoua con fequeacefl in regard to the 
fyllcm of InJtan hillory and literature. 

Os' the compRrilon, which might calily be 
made, between thecoUires of Paba''sara and 
thole aieribed by Eudoxus to CittitoN, the 
fuppaled adiH-nit and inllroftor of the 
ttixutu i IhaM lay very little; bccaufc the w'bolc 
Jr^QnKmtkk llory (which neither svas, ac¬ 
cording to IJPBOPOTUS, nor, indeed, could 
have been, originally GrecknJ appears, even 
wlirn llripped of its pocdcal and fabulous or- 
nrtments, extremely difpiitabic; and, whether 
it was founded on a league of the Nf/hifian 
princes and ftaics for the purpofc of checking, 
on a favourable opportunity, the overgrown 
power of or vviih a view to Jecurc the 

commerce 
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commerce of the Euyinr and appropriate the 
wealth of CokMif or, as t am difpofed to be¬ 
lieve* on an emigration from j’tfrka at>J yi/j 
of that adventurous race who had firfl been 
e(labli(hcd in ChaiAia\ whatever, in fliorr, 
gave rife to the fable, which the old poets have 
fo richly embellished, and the old hi(h)riaiis 
have fi> incoultderately adopted, it fee ms lo me 
very dear, even on the principles of NtwTOJi, 
and on the fame auihoritiei to which tie refers, 
that the voyage of the Jrgonauri muft have 
preceded the year in which his calculaiians 
led him to place it- Battus built Cyr^nc, 
fays our great philofophcr, on the fitc ot 
Jrajay the city of ANr-^tts, in the year 
653 before CirniST ; yet lie foon after calls 
Euhipvlus, with whom the ylrg^nauts had 
a conference, king of Cyrenct 2nd in both 
paflages he cites PiNDAB, wdiom I acknow- 
iedge to have been the moft learned, aS 
well as tlic foblimcft, of poets* Now', if 1 
underfoind Pimoab (which 1 will not af- 
fert, and 1 neither poffefs nor remember at 
prcfcnt the Scholia^ which I formerly perufed) 
the fourth Pythian Ode begins with a fltort pi- 
negyrick on Arcesilas of Cyrene: “ Where, 
** lays the bard, the pricftcis, who fit near 
** the golden eagles of Jove, prcpbcflcd of 
old, when Ai?oi.LO was not abftnt From his 

manfioti. 
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“ inanfiotij that Battos, the coJofuzer of* 
** fruitful having juft left tJic fa- 

** cretl i(le (T&em)t Ihnuld huiJj a city 
** excelling in cars, on rhe IpIciitliJ breaft of 
earth, and, with tlx Jhxrttefntb gfittriition, 
** ftifvuld refer to himfclf tlic ^hft fan pre- 
** diflimt of Meoea, which that princefs of 
** iJic Colchianj, that impetuous daughter of 
jT!f,tk 8, breathed from herimrnortal mouth, 
** and thus delivered to the half-Hlivine 
“ riiiers of the warrJour Jason." From this 
intrndu^ion u> the nohleft and moft animated of 
the jirg'jttt'fniiek poems, It appears, that fifteen 
CQtnpktt genii'atiens had intervened between the 
voyage of Jason and the emigration of 
Batti's; fo that coiihdenng /<6'rr/generations 
as ctjual lo an handreJor an humhed and twenty 
years, wliich Neu'toN admits to be the Grechin 
mode of compuring them, we muft place that 
I'oyigcat leaft Jhe ox fix bmdred ye:xt% before 
the time llxed by Newton himielf, according 
tg his own compuiatjon, for the building of 
Cyftnc ; that is, eleven or twelve bwnlred and 
/i'/rrv-rivrr years before CnKt&Tt an age very 
near cn a medium to that of Paea^saea, If 
the poet mcius afterwards to 6y, as-1 uodcr- 
ftand him, that .AjtttsjLAs, hiscontemporar)', 
was the eighth in defeent from Bat’j us, we 
ihnll driw neatly the tame conclulloti, withouc 

having 
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Iiaving rcctiUTfe to tbe uima^unl rcdeoolng *'if 
thirty-'tbnf or fUrty ycais to a gciicrflUoii ; for 
Pin DAH waft forty years old, when the Fif- 
Jans^ hairing eroded the Helkfpont, were nobly 
rofiflcd at 1 ‘hcrmopyht^ am! glorioufly cIcfcatcJ 
aaSaiatiiitt he vi-ai bom, therefore, about ibc 
fixty-fifth 0^/jr/rW,or fwe hviinJtcdaml tivcoty 
years before our era : ib that, by alloiving 
mote iwtiitaHy Jtx or hundrtJ years to 

twfaty-three generations, ws nisy at'it tncdiuin 
place the voyage of Jabon aknit one ihoufand 
one hundted and Icvcnty years before Our 
Saviour, or about Jivt years before the 
IvgtiirtSfig of [he chrofio-logy, 

Tif* defcripiitti of the oU colures by 
Etrooxus, if we implicitly rely oti his tcAi- 

mony and on that of HirvAHcnu>, who was, 

indisputably, a great aftronoincr for ilie age in 
which he lived, affords, 1 allow, fuHicicnt evi¬ 
dence of Jbme rude oblci'vattoti alioui »*J7 years 
before the epoch \ and, if the cardinal 

points had rccetied from thole colur« ay’ 
lo" at (he bcgiuuing of the year 169a, ami 
37* 31^*' ^ "janUifry in the pre- 

lirnt year, they mu ft have gone I jack 3' 30 " 

beiweeu the obfervation implied by Paea'sah 
and that recorded by EvDoxus i or, in ofhcf 
words, 344 years muff: have clapfed between 
the rwo oblcrv-iuons; but, this dtfcjuilinon 

having 
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haviog liitTe relation to oiir principal fubjeft, f 
procfc*! to the Uft couplets ot oar /Www al>ro- 
iioiner Vara'ha Mihira ; which, though 
merely aftrologiwl and confcnuciitJy abfiirJ. 
will Cl' C occofion to remarks of no fmall tm- 
portance, "They imply, that, when the fol* 
^^ices are not in the firft degrees of Carcatti and 
MitcarSf the motion of the lun is contrary tt» 
nature, and being caulcd, as the commentator 
iritiimtcs, by Tome vtpdtj, or preternatural 
jigcnCY, ruuft neccfliirily facprodufliifc of mif- 
fortune; and this vain idea feenis to iudicaic 
a very fnperficial knowledge even of the 
fvfteni which Variiha undertook to cxplaiii; 
but he might liavc adopted it folcly as a religi¬ 
ous tenet, on the audiority of (tABua, a pricll 
of eminent (andlity, wivo cxprelTcs the ^tne 
wild notion in the foilowlng couplet: 

Yadi niveri#te>filrta!i IravifJuimwtwriyani* 

AnvMiidadhintVojpLillaJiriJritiUMl''*^^^ 

W'liii N the fan rciurus, not having reached 
“ Dh(n$if-i *in the iu>rthem (IilHicc, Of not hav- 
- tug reached in die routhcni, then 

** Iciaw.w feel great apprchcnfioii of cUngpr.' 

Paha'saka himfclfcotenaiiicd atimilar opi- 
olou, that any irregubfity in the foldices would 
indurate approaching calamity; Taii^prapti 

Viiijknavjfitm, fays he, udanmargiprepadyat^ 

dadbttk’f 't'J matidb havim^ that is, 

*♦ When having reached the end of Sravauat 
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itt the northtm patli, or half of in 

ihc fouihcrn, be ftill advances* it h a caufc 
'* of great fear,” This notion polltbly bad its 
rife before h c regular pfeceflion of the cardi¬ 
nal points had tern obforved : but we may alfo 
remark, that fome of the lunar inannoris were 
conliJered as inaufpiciuus, and others as form- 
natc : thus Menu* the hrA Indian lawgiver, 
ordains* that certain rites foall be performed 
under the influence of a happy Nacjl.'iifra* and 
where he forbids any female name to be takcif 
from a conilellatiun, tiie moft learned commen-- 
tator gives and Rrjat) as examples of ili¬ 

um cued names, appearing by dcfign to [kip over 
others that mull firft have occurred to him. 
Whether DkantJht*M and were iriaufpi- 

cioua or prolpctous 1 have not learned : bu^ 
whatever might be the ground of Vaaa'ua *5 
aflrological rule* we may colIe£l from his 
aAronomy, which was grounded ou obforvation^ 
lhat the lidAice had receded at kafi 23*. 20'. be¬ 
tween his time and that of pAitA'SAttA i for 
though be refers kspofirion tothe/gerr, hiAcad 
of the /onar manjians^ yet tdl the wiiK 

whom I have eonverfed on the fubje^* unani- 
mouny affort, that the firA degrees of JMijha 
and ^Jwifii are coinctdeni. Since the two an¬ 
cient ia^s name only the lunar aAcrilms* it is 
probable, that the tolar divifion of the xodiack 
into twelve (i^is was not generally ufod in their 

Z days! 
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days; and vfc know, llncim the comnicnt on thi* 
.Surya SiJSdafa^ that the lunar month, by 
ivbich a1) rcligiotisceticmonici are ftill regulated, 
was u] ol'c before the Iblar. Wh<ja Mi Baili-V 
afka, ** Why the I-ltHdat eflabltlhed the begin- 
** nlhg of the preedhou* according to their 
“ ideas of it, in the year ofCifttsT 499 to 
which hi^ calculacions alfo had led tvitn, ^y^ 
aTTfwer. Btcaiife ia iifat tear t}ic vcmsl equltiO!C 
was found by ot>lcr\'alion tfi the origin of their 
CcUpticfc ; and Jince they were of opinion, that 
it muft have had tltc fitme jjoiitioii in the ftrft 
year of the Colhutra, they were inducwJ by 
theif cTioocous thdoiy' to the beginning of 
their founli period g6oo years l^cforc the rime of 
V AR Ahi A, and to account for P.VR a SAR A^s ob- 
lervatlon by iuppcjirigan 

To what purpofe, it may \k ajttcd, have we 
ascertained the age of ine Mttttis f Who was 
Pajia'sAra ? Who was (Jakoa r With 
whom were they contennporaT^", or witlt whole 
age mAy thdf*5 be compared ? What light will 
thclc imiutries throw on the hiftory of hdia or 
of toaiAii'id ? 1 am happy in being able to axi- 
fwer thole tiucftioiis with confidence and pre- 
eiitou. 

All tltc firrfJ&iajw; agrw, that only one Pa- 
ra'sara is named in their incred fscords : that 
he com poled the aftronoioical Iwok before cited, 

and a law tradt, which is now ia my pofielfibit; 

that 
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iliat he was the gtandfoii of Vasisht^ha, au- 
odicr sftfonomer and Icgiflator, whoiis works 
are ftlll extant* and who was ihe preceptor of 
Ra^ma, king of that he was the 

father of Vya'sa* by whom the f^^Jas were 
arranged in the form which they now bear, 
and whom C bison a himfclf names with ex¬ 
alted praifein the Giii i fo that, by the admif- 
hoii of the PatuUti ihcmtclvcs, we find Only 
three generations between two of the It a mas, 
whom they conUder as iiicanuue ^rt/oirx of the 
diviii’ity ; and pAaA'sAKA might have lived rill 
the begiiming of the Caliyuga^ which the mif- 
tiiki^n doctrine of an olciUatioti m the cardinal 
points has compelled, the Hindus to place 1920 
years too early. This error, added to their fan¬ 
ciful arrangement of the four ages, has been the 
iburce of manyabiurdidcs i for they iiififl, that 
Va^lmic, whom they cannot but allow' to have 
been contemporary with Ra^macman’DRA, 
lived ill the age of Vya'sa, whoconlViltedhim 
on the compofition of the and 

who waspcrfonally knowntoBALARA Ma, the 
brother of CaisJtNA. Wlieti a very learned 
BruHunen bad repeated to me an agreeable rtoty 
of a cotivcrialion between Va'amic and 
Vya^sa, 1 exprefled my furprizeat an inter¬ 
view between tw'o bards, whole ages were Ic- 
parated by a period of 864,000 years; but lie 
Z a ^ 0 °^ 
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foon reconciled bimfelf W f«i monftrous an ana* 
chroiulm^ by oblcrving, thai the longevity of 
the Alitfijs was pretcmaiuritlj that up limU 
could be fet to divine power. By ihc lame re- 
courl'e to miraclcft or to prophecy, he would 
have anfwered anuther objeclioucciuiilly fatal to 
his chronological fyllem ; it is agiccd by all, 
that the lawyerYA^oTA^VAi-CT A wassail attend¬ 
ant on the court of J AX AC A, whofe daughter 
SiVa' was the conllaJit, but uiifortumtc w ife 
of the great Ra'ma, the hero of Va'lmic’s 
poem j but ih.il lawyer himfclf, at the very 
opening of his work, i.yhich now lies before me, 
names both Paba^sAPA anJ \ vasa among 
twenty atiihors, whole tndls form the body 
of original Imf/tiH latv. By ilie way, (ince 
VAsrsnT*M A fs more tlvsn once named in the 
ALift^v/anhifif^ we may be cenaio, that the 
laws aferibed to Mkno, in whatever age they 
might have been lirit protmilgatcd, could not 
have received the form in which we now fire 
rhem abf>vc /Arre thotffiiTtfi years ago. 

Titf: age and iunrtions ol t »a h o a lead tocon- 
fc^jueticcs yet more inierelling : he vrasconfcl- 
fcdly ±.c f>tir6hUa, or uffichiing priift, of 
CaisiiNA himlelf, who, when only a hcrdfinaii s 
boy at Mat'hwaf revealed his divine charadlcr to 
GAnoA, by riinning to him with more than 
mortal benignity on tii? comitcnancc, tyhenthc 
ptieft lud invoked NVaA^AX. Hu daughter 

W'W 
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eminent for her piety and her learning, and 
the Br,\hmans admit, without conlitiering the 
c^ln^^ucncc of their .idmiflion. that fhelstbtif 
addretted in the itfclf: Taiti brtf/jwan r/i 
Jbme-pit Ca'rox, Mifv^ Jy^murdbinsn 
tapatit A'd I’d bMmin &hum vi^ ptbbran iit- 

p(itit tic^ litputiy antaran tjpaiywuifitarun fa^ 
pati; or^ ** 1 ha: Sun, O daughter of Gahwa, 
*' than which notJiing is higbcfi to wfiich «<>• 
“ thing U equal, enlightens the liimmit of the 
** (Tty ; with the (ky enlightens the rarth ; 
“ with the earth enlightens the lower worlds ; 
** enlightens the higher w'orlds; etilightcnn 
'* other w01 Ids ; it enlightens ihc breafl, 
** enlightens all bcliiks the hrcaft.“ From 
thele ftfiSr which the BrAbmufit cannot 
deny, and from thefe conccfl'ums, which they 
unanintouny make, we may rcatonably iiifert 
that if Vva'sa was not tltc compofer of the 
Vg^^P!, he added at lead lomething of hb own 
to the reattcreJ fragment of a mare ancient 
work, or perhaps to the loo(c traditions which 
he had coUccled ; hut whatever he the compa- 
rjtivc antiquitv of (he Uhttfa (t'l'ipturcs, we 
mav fafcly conclude, tli^t the Afo/iikb am! InJimt 
chronologies ?re pcrfeflly eonfiflcnt \ that 
Menu, fonofllsAHMA', Wiia ihe^i/w*r, or 
frfli created mortal, and confeq’jeiifly our 
Aoam ; that Meko, ddld of the S-rn, was 
prefrrvcd withyH'r/if others, in a kibiirnt or ca*' 
2 I pacioita 
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pscioua ark, from an nnivcrial deluge, and muft 
ihcrcfore be our ^oah j tlwt Mi ban vac A'* 
SlPU* the giant (f gulden and k'4h 

or Balh were impimis and arrogaitt momtehs, 
and, moft probably, our N'i.mkod and Beuijs i 
that the three Ra'mas, ttvo of whom were in¬ 
vincible warriors, and the ^hird, not only ira- 
lUnt In war, but the patron of agriculture and 
ttw, which derives an epithet from his name, 
were diifcrcnt reprefentatious of the Grecian 
and either the RA'MAof feripture, or 
his colony pcrfoniricd, or the Sun. frll adored 
by his idolatrous family t that a coiilidcrable 
emigration from ChaldtA into Cwrcf, Italy, and 
/)i//i4,H3ppcncd about centuries before the 

birth of Our Saviour ; thaiSA'cvA, or SfsAK, 
about two build red years after Vvasa, either 
in jKirfon or by a colony from Egypt imported 
into this country the mild herdy of the ancient 
BauJdbas ; and that the dawn of true Indum 
hiflory appears only three or fovir centuries be¬ 
fore the ChriJliitTs era, the prciceding sges bC' 
jug clouded by allegory or fable. 

As a fpcctmcii of that fahling and aKego- 
ming fpirit which has ever induced the Brab- 
tuftis todli^ifo their whole frfleni of hiilory, 
philofophy, and religion, I produce a paflige 
frnin the Bidgavai, which, however ftraago 
and ridiculous, is very curious in itfolf, and 
clolcly confic^ed with the lubjcft of ihisKfiay • 
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it h from the fifth StafiSa, or Seakm, 
ivhicli is written in modulated profe. There 
“ arc fome." lays the autiior^ “ who, for 
“ the purpofo of meditating intcofely on the 
•* holy foo of Vasohe'va, imagine jron ce- 
Icitiiil fplicrc ro refill tbt figure of thtt 
aquatkk animal which we call Si/utmra , its 

** hca»d being 

“ bent in a circle, they coocciirc Dbrtrua^ or 
ibc pole ftar, to Iw fi^ed on the poii,t of «a 
« nil; on the middle prt of the ml they lee 

« fourlUrs, Jg»h , 

« and on its hafo two otliErs, Dbtilrr:ind t'fd- 

» bairi: on ha rump arc the or 

*' feven Ibrs of ihc Sdoiia^ ot /ftff>: >ts 

H back ihcpth of the Sun, called /^uvii'bt^or 
** the Series c/KUt ; on its belly the Gangd of 
the Iky t Pufiorvst/u and Pw^w gleam re- 
♦* fpeaivcly cn its right and left haunches t 
AM and on its right and left feet <n\ 
** A/r? Abhijit 9nd l/ttar^/f^^^fbd m 

and left noftrila i Sravand ^nd 

iu its right and left eyes; Dbeatf^fp* 

” Mu/a on its right and left caw. kight con- 

«* ftcUattons, belonging to the fummer Sol^c^ 
« Magb/i^ Fiirvaf>bd/gttn\ Uifarap ha/guni,H^* 

aHrX Swb/K JWM, 

*« Etiay be conceived in the ribs of ‘ts left ude, 

'* and as many aftcrifms, conoc^xd wi ^ t ic 
% ^ ** winter 


It 
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“ winter Sotf^icc, Mrij^jsirajf Cr///jVij, 

** Bbaratii^ UtiiB‘abbadra^tJ^t 

** PurvaHadra^da^ may be imagined on the 
** ribs of its light Jlde in ati inverse order i let 
Saiaibljta aad yyijht'hh be placed on its right 
** and lett nioulders. In its upper ja\v is 
**• ill its bwer 24 /iu ; In its mouth the 

** planet Maagda ; in its psut of generation, 
Stmaijehara ; on its hump, yrihafpati t in 
'* its breait, the Sun: in its heart, Narayan \ 
in its front, the Moon; in its navel, Uianm ; 
“ on its tivo nipples, the two dlfwinas ; in its 
«* alcending and defcetidtng breaths, Budhai 
*• on its throat. Rabu ; in all its limbs, fV/i/x, 
** or comets; and in its hairs, or briilles, Ihc 
*' w hole muftitude of Stars,’' 

It >9 neccilary to remark, that, although 
the Jwfidra be genenUv defcribed as the Jta^ 
bug HTfarpd/f^ which we frequently have feen 
pla* ing in the Gmgetff yet which {<»nia 

derived from the Sanferu^ means in Ptrjiuti a 
large lizard: the paflage juft exhibited may nc- 
vcrthclcfs rdate to an animal of ihe cetaceous 
order, and ppftlbly to the dolphin of the an* 
cients, 

BzFOftE T leave the fpherc of the ///»- 
dux, 1 cannot help meutioniog a fmgular fadl: 
hi the San^tt language, JVcJba means a coftfiel- 
fa/kn and s ^r.er, fo that Mabarcjha may denote 
either A gnat Arar, or a gnat ^erifttu Etymo- 

logill^ 
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Jogifls mayt perhaps, derive; rite Jl€rgfff ArSoz of 
the GregJtf from :tii Intfinn compound ill uih 
derftood; but I will only obJ^vc, wuh tjie 
wild American, thac a bear ^*ith a very feng 
Z/r/y could never have occurred to the imagination 

of 311V one who had Iceo the aiiinjul. I inay 
Iw pciTOtttetl to aild» on the fubjeit of the Intliun 
Zodiack* that, if I have erred in a former 
w'^cro the longitude of the lunar man- 
fions 13 ctmiputcd from the firR Jhr in our con- 
ftclladL.n of the Ram. I have been led into 
error by the very learned and ingenious 
JiATtLv, who relied. 1 prcfumct on the au-^ 
thority of M- I-.K Gf/NTiu; the origin of the 
J-fmtiu ZodUck, according to the Surya SiJii- 
ifja/a, mitrt be nearly r 19^’* 5+*^* to our 

I'pherCp and the lotigitude of Chiir^f or the 
Spike, muft of eourlc be i^fV 54'** 
the vernal equinojt; bm, lince it is diJficuIt by 
that computation to arrange the twenty-linfcJi 
niannons and their fcvctal /kirs, as they are de¬ 
lineated and enumerated in the RAnamili, I 
mtift for the prcicnt fupjKjfc. with M BAiLtr, 
that the Zoditick of the tlinJus had two origins, 
one conllani aiid the other variable; and a fiir- 
iher inquiry into the fubjoft moB be referved 
for a lealon of retirement and Iciiure. 
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I F evidence be required lo prove that Chipi 
was ill vented by the Hiadvr, we may be la- 
tbfied tviib the tellimony of the 
who* though a* much inclined as otiicr nations 
to appropriate the ingenious inventions of n fo" 
reign people* nnaotmoufiy agree, that the game 
was imported from the weft of Indict together 
with #ie charming fables of VisiijrirsAnwAN, 
in the ftxth century of our eta. It fccms to have 
been immemorially known m Hindiifan by the 
tiatnc of rliat Is, the Jour -f> 

tamemhrii of an army, which arc faidintho 
^ftiarac^^ to be hit/iyitt^arat bapid^iftiHf or 
titphattiu r-iiiriWjT and j 

and in this fenfe the word is frequently uied 
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tiy Epick pwtfi in their tltfcripiions of real 
armies. By a natural corruption of the pure 
Sattfirit word, it was changed by the old /V- 
fiaas into Chatrattg ; but the Arabia who footi 
after took poflcflinn of their ootintty, had nei¬ 
ther the bittal nut tirial letter of that word in 
their alphalvitt :u)d ecuifctfucutty altered it fur¬ 
ther into ShatFJi^t which found its way pre- 
fcutly into the tiiodcm Pmian^ and at length 
into the dkleits of Vr/iiVrf, where the true dcri- 
\-ation of the name i* known only to the 
leamedt Thus has a very lignificaiit word in the 
lac red language of ihc Brbhutiins been tranf- 
formed by fuccertivc changes into axctirez^ 
fiacchiy tchfcu and» by a whimUcal con¬ 

currence of circuinftances, given binJi to the 
Engiijb word cbeci^ and even a name to the 
Ejtcbetjuer of Great Britain. The beautiful 
fimplicity and extreme pcrteflion of the game, 
as it is commonly played in Eure/pe and AJia^ 
convince me, that it was invented by one cilotc 
of fomc great genius; not completed by gra¬ 
dual improvements, but formed, to tile tbe 
pb rale of criticks> /jy thtfirfi mimthm 

yet of this fjcapte game, lb exquifitcly con¬ 
trived, and lb certainly iiA'cnted in InSa^ C 
cannot Hud any account in the cLifTicai wrUings 
of the Brahtmais. It K indeed, confidently 
uihrtcd, that Sanjerit books on Chcls exifl in 
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iliis couutf/t and, (f they can procured at 
Baah-ett they will aflUrcdly be feat to us: at 
prclcDt 1 can ouly exhibit a dcfcription of a very 
ancient Irniim game of the lame kind ; but 
more complex 1 and, in my opiniorii more mo¬ 
dern, than the fimple Chels of the Ptrjians^ 
Tltis game is alfo called Chaturtm^A^ but more 
frcrjucniiy Chaturajk^ or the fovr Kjngu liocc 
it is played by four perfons reprefcniing as many 
prineW, two allied armies combating on each 
fidci the dcfcriptlon h taken tmm the Jiha- 
wifi'ya PttrAn, in which YnmiieiiT’jiiii is rc- 
prcletiicd converting with Vva sa, who ex¬ 
plains at the kiitg^'s requeft the form of the fic¬ 
titious warfare* and the priticipal rules ol it: 
♦* HavinginarfcciJ fquares on all (ides," fays 

the Sage,*** place the rtrfarmy to the cail, the 
” great tothefautb, the wZ/setf to the ueil, 
** and the ifliitk to the north : let the cltphiant 
♦* (land on the left of tbci'/iffgi next to him the 
'* h^rfi^ i then the hfnit ; ai td, before them all* 
" four ft>9t‘fofSfrs X hut the kai muft he placed 
*■ in the atigU of the btKtrd.*’ From this paf- 
fige k dearly appears, that an army, with 
jis foitfoagai* mult W placed on^ch fide ot 
the board, ftnee an tlepbaiif could not (laud, in 
any other poficioii. on the kft band of each 
and RA'mtA'cA NT informed me, that 

the board cotulftedi ii^e uuit< o( f/xty-Jmr 

fquarvi. 
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(qu:ir?S) half of them occupied by the forces, 
and half vacant; he added, that this game I9 
jjicntioiied in the oldest law-books, and that it 
was invented by the wife of R a' van', King of 
in order to amutc him with an image of 
war, while his metropolis was dofcly beCeged by 
R a'm a in the fccond age of the world. He had 
not heard the Aory told by Firdausi near chc 
clofe of the S^htivnab^ and it was probably 
carried into Pa;//a from Cdnyacievja by BaaAU, 
the /flWtfr/re pliv/ciatt^ thence Called Vutd/a^ 
prirat of the great Aivo'shiiAvaV ; but he 
faid, that the BrithrOiiiti of or Bengai, 

were once celebrated for fuperior Ikll) in the 
game, and that his tathcr, together with his 
fpirltual preceptor, IagakkaVh, now jiving at 
Tr/firW, hadinAru£tcd two young Br^haant in 
alt the rules of ii, and had lent tliem to ynyjj- 
ffuga/" at the retjucA of the late who had 

liberally reivarded them, A jhijiy or haty b 
fubllittitcd, we fee, in this complex game for 
the or armed ebariett which the Btnga^ 

Bfi pronounce and which the Perfiati 

changed into rakh^ whence came the rwi of 
fomc Buropym nations; as the vk>it and fol 
of the Frcncb^ise. fuppoJed to be corruptions of 
ftrz, and die prime mlnj/itr and rfepiMat oi 
the Ptrjioitt and An^s. It wete vnm to feck an 
etymology of the word rdi>k in the modem iVr- 

^ait 
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bneujgc; fw. in dl the «'«*«! 

from moAvti and Ja'mi. »hne nib is con¬ 
ceived to irnan a btn, or ifahuhui M, « 
fiffnific?, I ticHcvc^ no mow than a or a 

facri as umIw following ^iijfcFiptiot. of a pro- 
ccfTIon in “ when a thnu land youths, 

likccTprcffcs* and firs, with Icacks 

as fragrant, cbeekf as fair, Aid boioms as 
« ddicaic, 35 iiii« of 

hig gracefully along, thoti wnuldfthave laid. 
•* that the nei>* fpring was fumtng bis faci 
*‘ (not at; Hv'De tianllates the words, earned 
. ** Off rakbi) from iWion to ftatioti-” and, m to 
the battle of rhe duvs^zdeb rm/A, which 
P’HnnBTeLOT foppofes to mean doiize preu^ 
cbtisafursy I am ftrongly iticlined to think, 
that the phrafe only fignifiw a combat of t^Jishse 
pfr/ons f«ct it pee, or fix oo a lide, T cannot 
^ccwlth my friend Ra'ohA^ca nt, that 
iTpropcrly in troduced in this imaginary warf^ 
inficadof a ebarht, in which the old /Bf/fjr't 
Trarriours conflaotly fought; for though the 
ihg might he luppofcd lo fit in a rfrr. fo thai 
the four angii's would be complete, and though 
k may often be necefiary ui a real campaign to 
p.fi; rivers or lakes, yet no river is mark^ on 
the [ttdkft, as it is on tlic Chtnefe chefo-board, 
and the intermixture of fbips with horfis, e c- 
phaiits, and infantry embattled oaaplam*^w 
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ati abfuTdity not to be dcfetided. The u(e of 
wiay, perhaps, be juftified in a reprefen ration 
of war, in which fortune has nnqueftionitblj a 
great {hart, but tt feems to exclude Chefs from 
the rank which has been aihgned to it among 
the friences, and to give tlic game before us the 
appearance of whip, except that pieces are ttfed 
openly, Itirtcad of cards which are held con¬ 
cealed : neveithelcfs we find, that the moves 
ill the game described by ^ 

cenain degree regulated hv ehatiee; ior he 
proceeds to tnjl hts royal pupil, that if 
“ cinque he thrown, the iing or a ftawn rnuil 
** be moved ; i( qvatre, the eiifhnntt if trail, 
'* the har/e ; and if ihrux, the 

I-Ik: then proceeds to the move* : “ the hing 
** paffes freely on r.ll fitlcs but over one fquarc 
“ only ; and w'ilJt the lame limiration the 
“ Jfswn moves, but he advances ftraight Ibr- 
ward, and kills his enemy through an angle: 
** the elephant marches in all direclions, as far 
•* as his driver plciifcs; thcjfiw^e roiis obliquely 
“ tnivcrliiig Uiree i’qmrcst and the /hip goes 
** over two Itjuaro iliagonallv.** Tire eJephantf 
we find, Ims the powers of onf qtti'cn, as wc 
are pleafed to call the nmi/ier, of general, of 
the Ferfem; and the/hep has the motion of tlie 
piece to which we give the unact^Ufirablc ap- 
pellatimiof but with a feftri£tion which 

mu ft greatly (cfleu his value* 

_J. 11 lE 
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The tard next exhibits a few general rulw 
and fyperiictal dircclioiis for the conduct of the 
game : *■ ttie and die » both kill and 

“ may hr voluntarily Jtilied ; while tlic 
“ the ciff&iffif* 3 ti(l the intfji may Hay the foe, 

« hill cinuot expolc themfehe? to be llitm. 

*' Let each player prelervehis own forces with 
“ extreme cart, fecoring his kins[ above allr 
and not lacrificilig a Itiperior, lo keep an iti- 
“ feriori piece/' lletc the cofnroentator on 
the obierves, iliat the who has 

the choice of dgif moves from any central po* 
fituni, mull he preferred to the J&r/>, who has 
only the choice of /our ; but this argument 
would not have equal wciglit in the common 
Efame, where the h\jh^ft and /ower command a 
whole line, and where a tnight is always of Icfs 
value ilian a ttfwcr in a^Uon.orthc oftitat 
Jidc on which the attackis hegon. it is by 
** the overbearing [Kiwer of the tkphaut^ tliat 
" thciwf^ fights boldly : let the whole army, 

“ therefare, be alxittdorred, in order to fecHre 
“ ^tekphant' rhei/jfg’muH: nev'er place one 
tlfphant before another, accofdhig to the rule 
*' of C o't A MA, uiilefi he be crompcllcd by w.mt 
*• of room, for he would thus commit a dau- 
«< gerous fault : and if he can flay one of two 
” hoflile fltphmtti he muft deftroy that on his , 
** lett hand," The laft rule is extremely ob- 

foute t 
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fcurc ; but, as Go'tama \vm an ^[itiArjoiiK 
Jaivycr and phitolopbcrf he would not have 
caudcjc^ndcd lo leave dirc<£lions for tlie game of 
Ciwtur^gn^ if tt had nut been held In gital 
cllimailon the ajicknt Sages of Jud/a. 

All. that remains of ihcpafTagCj which 
copied for me !>/ Ra^dka^ca',*jt and explauicd 
by himt relates to the fevenJ modes in which 
a partial fbccefs or complete vlSory may bcobi 
taiiied by any one of the four players i for we 
fliall lec, that, as if a dirpuic had arifen between 
two allies, otic of the Ungx may afiamc the 
command of all the forces* and aim at feparatc 
cotiqucH. Firhi When any mic ^iitg has 
** placed hlmitdf on the fquarc of another 
** which advantage is called Si/ibefi/ttiTt or /fe 
** throTse, he wins a flake; which is doubled, 
if he kill the advcric monarch, when he 
** feizes his place; and. If he can feat him- 
** fclf on the throne of his ally, he takes the 
“ command of the whole army/* Second¬ 
ly; “ If he can occupy fuccefiively the 
thrones of all the three princes, he obtam^ 
“ the viftoiy, w hich is named Chi^turdp^ and 
the ftake is doubled, if he kill fhclaftof the 
*• three, juft before he takes pofTeflion of his 
throne, but if he kill him on bta tlimuci. 
** the lUke is quadrupled." Thus, a$ the com¬ 
mentator remarks. In a real warfare, a king 

A a may 
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may becoafidercd as viStom^i, when he feliei 
the tnecropolis of his adrer&ry; but if he can 
deftroy bis foe, he difphys greater herdfc. and 
relieves his people from any further rohettudei 
*' Both In gaining the StitbA/ana and the Cba- 
« tur^JK lays Vya'sa, the itng muft be fup- 
ported by the ekphantt or by all the forces 
»* united." Thirdly; When one player has 
*♦ Ills own kt«g on the board, but the king of 
his partner has been taken, he may re- 
** place his captive ally, if he can feiic both 
** the adverfe kitign or* if he camiot 
** their capture, he may exchange his hng for 
** one of them, againft the general rule, and thus 

«* redeem the alhcd/rwre, who will fop ply hi s 

place." This advantage has the name of 
l^rtpacrifija^ or, Tra^ered by ike kingX and the 
Piaitcderijbta fecnis to be analogow to it, but 
confined to the cafe of »r. Fourthly; “ If 
^pawn can march to any fquarc on the op- 
** polite emremity of the board, except that 
*• of the bkg, or that of ihc/7>, be alTumes 
** whatever power belonged to that fquare; 
*' and this promotion is called Shatpadnt or 
** the fx fridesr Here we find the rule, 
with a fmguUr exception, conccrjiing the ad- 
vancement of pawns, which often occafions 
a moll intcrefting ftniggle at our common 
chefi, and which has fornifoed the poets ^d 

rparablTs 
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moralifts of and Pfr^ with many Uvdy 

reftc&ions on human life. It appcar$^ that 
** this privilege of Shafpiula was not allowable* 
** in the opinion of Go'tama, when a playor 
** had three pawns on the hoard j but» when 
** oaly one pawn and one jhip renuiuod, the 
** pawi might advance even to the fquare of a 
'» img or a Jbtp, and alTume the power of 
** eiiher.” Fifthly; ** According to the Rac~ 
** Jhafa*Sf or giants (that ■$» the people of 
** lancet where the game was inveuted), there 
** coold be nciihcr viftory nor defeat, if a iing 
•* were left on the plain without force: a 
lituaiioa which they named Cicacajht'ha*' 
Sixthly; '* If thrceyi!i#)>r happen to meet,and the 
** fourth pip can be brought up to them in the 
** remainbg angle, this has the namcof Prihan- 
** nauc^\ j and the player of the fourth feizes all 
'* the others.” Tuvo or three of the remaining 
couplets are fo dark, either from an error in the 
manufeript or from ibc antiquity of the Ian* 
guage, that I could not undcrflatid the Pan* 
£t*s explanatloti of them, and fufped thatth^ 
gave even him very iudiflinfb ideas ; btit it 
would be caly, if it were worth while, to play 
at the game by the preceding ruics; aiitl a Ilnle 
praflice would, perhaps, make the whole in¬ 
telligible. One ctrcuinllance, lit this cxirafl 
from the Pur in, feems very futpriziitg: all 
A a a games 
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jramc* of hazard are pftfitivciy forbidden bj 

MKKUt yet the game of in which 

dice am M. Is taught by the grt^t Vya'sA 
himfelt, whofe hw-tradl appears with that dT 
Go‘TA^fA among the eighteen books winch 
form the DharfnaJ^J^^ I hut ns Ra'»haca Ni" 
and his preceptor JaoaskaVd are both 
ploved by Government in compiling a 

taws, arid as bbtli of them, efpcctal y 
the venerable Sage of rri^»K underflaad Uie 
^me, thev are able, I ptcfiime. to affign rca- 
fotn, whv it ftionid have been excepted from 
the gencml prohibition, and even openly taught 
bv fltticieiit oJid modern Stdbiftttus- 
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CHINESE 


HE vicinity of China to mir InJiait (cr. 



ntoricst czplrat of wlikh there 


arc not more than Jix har^jrtd aiiUi to the pro¬ 
vince of Yu'na'K, muft nccc^^afily draw oor 
atwivtlon to that moll ancient and ivondcrful 
Empire, even if we Itad tio commercial inter- 
conrfe with its more dilhrit and maritime 
pTOviuces i and the beneiits that might be de¬ 
rived from a more intimate connexion with a 
nation long famed for their ufcful arts and for 
the vflltiabtc prwluflions of their country, art 
tf )0 apprent to require any proof or slufrra - 
tion. My own iiidinations and the conrfe of 
iny frudics lead me rather m confidcr at pcfttit 
their iawft piliticij, and /Kwdfr, with which 
their general literature is cbfely blended, than 


A 
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their maiiuftftures and trade; norvftll I fpare 
either pains or cspcncc to procure iraiifiations 
of their moft approved iaw~tra£!tt that T may 
retitro to Europe with diftitift ideas, drawn 
from the fountaiu-iiead, of the wifcA Jfatkk 
leginatiun. It will probably be a loijg time 
fofe accurate returns can be made to my in¬ 
quiries coucerning the Chtnefi Lattft i and, in 
the interval, ihc Society will not, perhaps, be 
difplcai^ to know, that a tranflatiou of a moft 
venerable and excellent work, may be expected 
from Ciiurff« through the kind affiftance of an 
inefiimable corTcfpondcnL 

AccoaoiNP to a Cbtttije Writer, named 
YakcPinc, ‘ the ancient charafters ufed in 
‘ his country were the outlines of vifible ob- 

* jefts earthly and celcftial; but, as Lhingi 

* merely iuteilcfltial could not be exprefled by 

* thofe itgure&f the grammarians of Chinn 

* contrived to reprefent the various operations 

* of the mind by metaphors diawti from the 

* produdioni of nature*, thus the idea of 

* roughnefsand of rotundity, of moiioti and 
' reft, conveyed to the eye by figns re- 

* prr^ting a mountain, the iky, a river and 

* the earth; the figures of the fun, the moon, 

* and the ftars, differently combined, ftood for 

* fmoothnefc and Iplendour, 6)r *tiy thing art- 

* fuJiy wrought, or woven with delicate work- 

* manihip ; 
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* manftlip; cKtcnfion* growth, iticreafc, and 

* many other qualitici, were pamted in cha- 

* ra^efA taken front clouds, irom the finoa- 
' men t, and fmm the vegetable pirt of the 

* creation ; the difFerent waye of moving, agi- 

* lity and ftownels, idlcnclJ and diligence, 

* werceiprcfiod by various iofe^ls, birds, filh* 

* and quadrupeds: in this manner paflions 

* and fentiroents were traced by the pencil, 

* and ideas not fobjeft to any fcofe were cxhi- 

* bited to the fight; until by degrees new com- 

* binattoos were invented, new expreffions ad* 
- ded; the charaaers deviated imperceptibly 

* from their primitive fiiape, and the Qftne/e 

* language became not only clear and forcible^ 

* but rich and elegant in the higheft degree.’ 

IH this language, To ancient and fo wonder¬ 
fully compofed, am a multitude of books 
abounding m ufcful, as well aa agreeable, know- 
led*re; but the higheft dafs confifts of Ftvt 
w'orkst one of which, at Icaft, every Chinejt 
who afpims to Uicmry honours muft read 
acain and again, until he poSefs it ptf fi^ly. 

T( 1 e/ 0 ? « puTeiyK^<wvW,contaimng annals 
of the Empire fmro the twa thtuf^nd-ihra hun- 
fiventb year before CnaisT; it i« 
entitled Sui' Kiko, and a verfion of it has been 
publiOicd in Frn>»«; to which country we arc 

indebted for the moft autheutick and moftva^ j- 

An 4 
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*b;c fpccimrns of Ctineft Hiftory .iiid Litcra- 
lurc, from, tbtf CQmpoJiiioDs wh ch preceded 
thofeof HoM.'Et ibe pocika] u-orl^s of th^ 
pidcnr Emperor, who to be a mso of 

die brightefl geinu,'^ and ihe mod anfiable AiTec- 
tions. We ma)' fmilc, if w'c p!cafe,at the levity 
of the FreMTjb^ as they latigti without fcmplC 
at ourierioufoefs; but let us not lb far under* 
value our rivals in arte nod in armst as to deny 
them their jufl comrocTKLttion^ or to rela^ 
our efibrts iu that noble ilruggle, by which 
alone tve can prelerve our own emitience. ’ 
The Second Clafhcal work of the Chin^fi 
contains tbr^e hmi^re^d Odes, or fbort PticrtiS^ 
ii) praifeof ancient fovereigus and legifiatorr* 
or deferiprive of ancient manners, au-l recom- 
mending an Inftitaiion of tlictn in the dilehsrge 
of all pu'bliek and domeftick duties t fnry 
abound in wile maxiins, and cxcdlcDt precepts, 
« their rvhnlc dn^lrine, according to Cun-fu^tju, 

* in the i,u\vvc' or A-Vii/ Difeourfeu being 

* reducible to this grand rule, that we thoidd 

* nut even ctjrcrt.uti a thought of any thing 
‘ bafc or culpable t’ hut the copies of the 
Seij' Kino, for that is the title of the book* 
are ftippofcd to Iiavc been much disfigured, 
fiijcc the time of that great Pliiloluphcr, 
by fptuiotis paffiigcs and excrptionablc interpo¬ 
lations; abd the Hylcof the Pucnjst».jh finnc 

pans 
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parts too mctaphoriL^al, while the brevity of 
other parts renders them obfeure*, though 
many think even thisobfeurity fubltroc ajid ve¬ 
nerable, (ike that of ancient cloyflers and tem¬ 
ples, * fifedJmsn as Mit.tojt exprefles it, a 

* ^imreli7,kusiight' There is another pdBge 
in the I.u'nyu^ which deferves to be fet dowii 
at length: * Why, nty foiis, do you not 

* ftudy the book of Odes ? If we creep on 

* the ground, if we lie ufcicfs and inglorious, 

* thole poeiDs will mile us to true glory: in 

* them we lire, as tii a mirror, what may befl 
J become us, and what will be utibteotnmg; 

* W their influence wc fhalL be made fi^ciaf, 

* arable, benevolent j for, as rnufick ctTmUines 

* fotinds in juft melody, fo the ancient poetry 

* tempers arid oompofci ourpaihons: rhe Odes 

* teach us our duty to our parents at honre, 

* and al)r»)ad to our prince; they inflruct tis 

* alfo dclightfulty in the various prodii^liocs of 

* nature.' * Half tlimi ftudied, f^id the Phi- 

* lol'ophcf to bis (bn Prvu, the firH of the 

* three hundred Odes on the nuptials of Prince 

* VB'NV/yMand the virtuous TAt Su ? He 
r who Undies them not, rcfcmblcs .1 man w'ith 

* tits face agaiiifl a wall, unable to advance a 

* (Icp in virtue and wirdotn.* Mofl of thole 
Odes arc neat tbritf tboufa^d years oJd, and 
forue, if wc gwe credit to the Cbittefi annals^ 

cunfidcnibly 
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oMifwicrahly older j but othcn are fomewhac 
2 i!)ore reccDt» haviiig been compofeJ under the 
later Emperors of the third fanuly» called 
SuKU. The work is printed mfiur volumes; 
and, towards the ejid of the frjh we find the 
Ode, which Couplet has accurately tranflated 
the begmning of the Ta'hio, pr Grtat 
Scimee^ where it U finely amplified by the 
Philofophert I produce the original from the 
Shi' Kino itfclf, and from the book, iu which 
|t is cited, together with a double vcrfioii, one 
verbal and aopthcr meirical; the only method 
of doing jufticc to the poetical corapofitioiis of 
the Jftatkki, It is a pancgyrick on Vuci/H, 
prince of in the province QiHonang^ who 
died, near a ccntuiy old, in the thlrteentb year 
of the Emperor Fikqvang, feven hundrtd and 
fi/ty'fx years before the Ifirlh of Christ, or 
me hundred und fmy*tigbt^ according to Sir 
Isaac Newton, after the taking of 7r&y ; fo 
that the Chinefe Poet might have been con- 
tempprary with Hesiod and Homir, or at 
Jeaft mu.fi have written the Ode before the 
Jikd and Ody^ty were carried into Grttct by 
Lveuaous* 

The verbal tranflation of the ihirty-two ori" 
giiial characters is this : 

^ * I 4 - 1 - 

* firhoU joJi reach of iw rtorr K-J 1 

• Jts^jrees rc«l»hDwiu3uoitntI howluauninr t 


* Tbtp 
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* Thii/j» ouf Prince adoiiwil with virfiietj 

>» '* '* Irf t ' 

t A$a oncTj « ■ fil«» ™ 

■ fl *9 ** A -f 

* Aia cutter as ipdKbtTi of 

t Ohrw Jute MvlG^KkualO how 

• HowJ?«tiir of fimiel HowJSoniir of 

ti ■ a ■ 

• We ha»e a Print* ailonicd wiin virtue, 

i* V> J* I 

f WbMitflfheaidi/riawwecaftnot fwget. 

TUB rAFAPHJtASH, 

where pn blue riv’lrt glide* 
Along the laughing j 
^ght rwls b«lcck it* vciriaiU Gifc*, 

And hvlick in the gnk: 

So fhlne our Prince t In bright array 
The Virtue round We wait *, 

And fwertly TmUe thTarifpiciott* day. 

That laii'd Hi» ®'«r out Scare. 

At jsliantbmd* in flupta refin'd 

mek iv'17 cam and Gncnth^ 

j]ii that mould each du^ile nuod» 

And every paffion fitoihc. 

As gemi a« taught by patient art 
liif|Hjrkliftg Mukt toheam, 

With Mammzri thus he form* the heart. 
And fprcadi a gcn'rd gleam. 

What foft, yet awful dignity I 
What Toeek, yet roanly, pc« I 
What fweeaie& daooe* in hi* eye, 

Andbloflbaiainhitfaeel 


5 * 
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So fliiiici Our p/utce f A ftjf-iboa) crowd 
(X Viniir* round him blue: 

Ne’er ObiivLoci'ft murky t:\auA 
ObicLift his 


Ttt* pretljifllon of the Poet has hitherto been 
accotoplifiied ; but he little imagined, ihai hji 
Compofitioo would be admired, and hh Prince 
celebrated In a language not then formed, and 
by the natives of regions fo remote from His 
own. 

In the t^irth leaf of the Ta'Hio a beautiful 
cocnpiriroii is (quoted from another Ode in the 
Shi* K) no, which deferves to be exhibited in 
the fame form with the preceding : 


I ■ 3 

* The iieicli-tiMi t»w &ir1 liow gtjicififiiir 

» IttIcsvHi, bow bloomijijj I how|ilcai&nt! 

■ 9 ■ • •> , , I y* 

* Such U a brjiic, when fiir entm her bri Jtgrewirs noint, 

It *3 >■! ‘i 

* And [rty* due mcniioa t« b« whclr funilj/ 

The frmile may thus be render^ : 


Gay child of Spring, the garden’* quecii. 

Yon prach-trec dutrtn* the raving figbr i 
It» fragrant Irawc* bow lichty gfoeft 1 
Jt« bluiloRi* hour divinely bright f 

So fitiifn* ih* ht'Ximing bride 
By tovc and roriicioit* Votne led 
O'er her new aui^ron tw ptdtdt^ 

And placid joy* around her fpre*d< 

Tiifi 
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D^xt Ic^r cxiitbitj * coiiipftrifbn ^ dif* 
f^rciJt nanire, rethcf lublimc than agreeable, 
aiid coQveyUig laibcr ctulurc than pirailc ; 

(3 how kwrJdlv mfcads jtm fcu'Jjm mouiUstb I 

It* loelci in how I'aft, how rude a heap * 

ThuiToftily thw fittfifti O miiufler of TfT'i • 

1 ^ Ij 

jiu tbc pea{^ !«* upfo tbee wilh dwasL 
\V''hi^i irav' be thus parapbrafed . 

Scet where J^on crag** im|*rio(i* hriiht 
•Jhe fimny highly*' 

And. hlJr*u* ** ^ ^ 

Above tbt itSTTent frowns I 

So r«wlt the Chief, whoft wffl if Uw, 

Rcgnnllcft of wt ftsicT 

White ntilliatf &s*" F“*dul ™r. 

With frar alted to iw»- 

1t v,-ni a VC17 ancient ptnfliCe in Ckttta ^ 
paint or engrave moral fenteiices and app>^» 
lerfes on vciTds incontotTjfe ; a« the woftl* 
REMftvi* Thyski-t Datlt were lofcnbed on 

(he bafotv of (heEmpciwTANO.and the poem 

of Kie!^ Lon^o* who is now on the throne, in 

nni&of tea, has been pubb (bed oit afet^twr- 
cebln cups; and, if the dcfcrtptbn juft ated 
of a felfilh and inlblcJit flatrfimn were, m the 

(ame manner,-conftaotly pr^ented » 

and attention of rulers, k might 
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benefit to thcjr fubjea^ and lo thcmfclvcs; 
efpecially if the tonunentof Xsem Xeo, tvho 
may be called the XswopfloK, as Cith Kif* 
Tsu' was ike SocaATE3» and Mam Tan the 
Plato, of Cb'ma, were added to dluatate 

and enforce it. ^ 

Ip the reft of the three hunJred Odes be fimi- 
lar to the fpeclmcns adduced by thole great tno- 
palifts b their works; which the French have 
made publicfc, I ftiould be very Iblicitous to 
procure our nation the honour of bringing to 
light the fectnd cUffical book of the Chinefe, 
The thirds called ysmiSG, or the book of 
Changca, believed to have been writtcti by Po, 
the Hermes of the Eaft, and confiflbg of right 
lines varioufly difpofed, is ^dly intelligible to 
the mod learned Mandartm; and CuN Fu* 
Tsi/ himfelf* who was prevented by death from 
accompUbinghisdefign of elucidating it, was 
diflatisfied with all tiie interpretations of the 
eariicil cotnmeotetors. As to or LieI, 

which that excellent man compiled from 
old roonuments, it conlifts chiefly of the CAi- 
ne/e ritual, and of treason Moral Duties ; but 
the fourth, entitled Choec CtEii,or5^rtWj-and 
Autumn, by which the fame bcompaniMe 

writer meatied theflate of an Empire 

under a virtuous monarch, and thc/h^ of kbg* 

doms 
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doms under bad governor», niufl: bean inttreft^ 
iiig wort in every nation. The povvers, how¬ 
ever, of an individual are fo limited, and the 
field of knowledge is fo vail, that I dare not 
protiulc more, than to procure* if any oter- 
tions of mine will avail, a complete tranflation 
of the Slit'K ino, together with an authentick 
abridgement of the Ct/Vw/f* laws, civil and cri¬ 
minal. A native of CuniGrt, whom 1 knew 
fome years ago in Englmd, and who pajTed his 
firft examinations with credit in his way to li¬ 
terary dillmflitjns, but was afterwards allured 
from the purfuit of learning by a pfofpcft of 
fuccefs in trade, has favoured me with the 
1‘hree Hundred Qdtt in the original, together 
with the Lu'nvu', a faithful verfion of which 
waspublifhed at FuWrnear a century ap ; but 
he feems to think, that it would require three 
or four years to complete a tranflation of them \ 
and Mr. Cox informs me, that none of the 
Chinefe^ to whom he has accefa, 
nnd perfeverance enomgh for fuch a tajk ; y« ho 
hopes, with the afliftaaceof Wiiai^o Atoho. 
to fend me nest fcafon Ibme of the poems 
tranflated into Englijh* A little encouragemeat 
W'ould induce this young Chinefe to vilit /nd/t^ 
and feme of his countrymen would, perhaps, 
accompany him; but, though conCdcrablc ad¬ 
vantage 
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vaoUge to the public, as wtU as to letters, 
mighl be reaped from the Icnowicdge and mge- 
Dtity^of fuch emigrants, yet we mull wait for 
anme of greater national wealth and pfofperltyi 
befofo inch a meafurc can be forna^y recom- 
tnended by us to our patrons at tht helm of 
govemmenL 
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DISSERTATION XIII. 

ON T N E 

A N T J Q^U I T r 

Of THE 

INDIAN ZODIA CK. 


I ENGAGE to fupport .m opinion (which the 
learned artd Induilnoo^ M» MomtvCLA 
frems to treat n'ithextreme contempt), diatihc 
iTidffin dlvdion of die Zodiack was not borrowed 
from the Greeks or jiraht, but, having been 
known in this country from time immemorial^ 
and being the fame in part w'ith that ufed by 
other natjotts of the old HinJit race, was pro¬ 
bably invented by the firft progenitors of that 
race before their dii'pedlon* The isjjftf/rr, he 

** fayt, have twodivifions of the Zodlack; one, 
•* like that of the Arehst relating to the mofint 
** andconfirtmgof/nwry^w equal parts,by 
** which they can tell very nearly the hour of 
♦♦ the night; another rcbuitg to the fun, and, 
like ours, containing twelve ftgn3, 10 which 
B b ** they 
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** they have given as many names, correfpond- 
** iiig with tfiofe which we tiavc borrowcJ 
from the All that is true ; but lit 

adds: ** It is highly probable that they received 
** ihein at feme time or anothei by the uiter- 
*’ vcntioii of the ; for no oiao, liirely, 
» can prfuadc himfelf, that it h the ancient 
** divilinn of the Zodiack formed, according 
« to fome authors, by the forefathers of maii- 
** bind, and Hall preferved among the ff/Waj." 
Now 1 unilenafcc K> prove, that the Wwj* 2.o-> 
dinck was not borrowed rnetTmtcly or rlirmfily 
fmm ihcAralft or Greeh ; and fince the folar 
divitionof itio/Ww is the fame in fubftaiice 
with that ufetl in Grtetit, wr may reafonably 
conclude, that both Gr/rh and H'mdas received 
it fft'in an older nation, who tirtl gave names ro 
the luroinarics of heaven, and from w*honi both 
Gfitkt and as their fimihrity in lan¬ 

guage and religion fully evinces, had a cominoit 
defcciir* 

The ftrnft writer afrcrwardsi mtiroates, that 
“ the time when !n£^tn Aflronomy received 
*• its moft cofifidembte improvement, from 
** which it has now, as he ImaglneB, wholly 
" declined, wns either the age w*hcn the 
*♦ who eftabli filed themfelves in Ptrfia 

and SDg£aa^J, had 3 great tnteicourle with 
♦* the HinJait or that when the fucccflbrs of 
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** CfiKScr'X UHited twth Arahs and UinJu) un- 
** tier one vaft tJornititoii.” ff is not i!ie ol'yeA 
of thb cflay to correft the hiftorical error? sii 
the pafTage laft ciict!, nor to defend the al^ro- 
nomers of frotf the charge of grofs Igno- 
mijce itk regard to die figure of the earth and the 
dlfhnces of the heavenly Iwdie# ; a charge, 
'H-hich Moktuct.a very boldly makci on the 
authority, I Jidievc, of Father Soucikt ; \ will 
only remark, that, in our converfatiotis with 
the Pandits, we mufi: never confound the fyf- 
tem of die JvmtiJhicm, or mathematical aflro- 
jiotncrs, with that ot the Pituydnicat, nr poe* 
tical fabijlifts : for to fuch a coiifulioti atone 
muft ive impute the many milkkes of Eun^* 
patm on the lubje^t of Indian Icicncc, A ve¬ 
nerable math ematiebn of this province, named 
RA'MAcnAKOmA, now in his eightieth year, 
vhited me lately at Cripfumngar, and part of 
his difcourlc was fo applicable to the itiquiric* 
which [ tvas then making, that, as loom as he 
left me, J committed it to writing* '"Tlie 
*♦ PaurtinkSi he (aid, will tell you, that our earth 
is a plane figure Aiidded with eight moun- 
** tainSj and furtoundcii by feven leas of milk* 
♦' iicaar, and 01 her fluids; that the prt which 
wc tnhabiT, is one of (even iilauds, to which 
‘‘ eleven foiallcr ifks arc fubordirrate; <hat a 
** God, riding or» a huge tkphattt, guards each 
** of the eight regions; imd thata mountain of 
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** golf] rii^ iilJ gleam? in iJie cc^irre i but U’« 
** believe ihc earth to be ffiaped lilfca CfjJamia 
** fruitf or Tphcmld^J, and admit oxdy four 
'* oceans of fait water, all which we name from 
** the four cardiml polncSi, and in which are 
** many great peninfuias with innumerable 
** iHands: they will rdl yon, that a dtagoit'a 
** head (waltow's the moon, and thus canl^ au 
** edipfe; but w'c know', that the fuppofed 
** head and tail of the dragon tncim only the 
nodes, or point? fbnncd by iutu fr^ioJts of the 
ecliptick and the moon’s orbit ; in ihorr, 
“ they hai'c imagined a fyIlcm which cxifla 
“ only in their fancy ; but we conSdcrnnihlng 
*' IS true without I'uth evidt-nce us cannot bo 
tjgrflioncd;'' I could not pentTflly undetT 
/land the old CymtiuiopbLl, wi icji he told me, 
that the Ra/rffetcra, orCirrU SigAS (tor lb he 
called the Zodiock), M's? like a D6t^utaf\i>v> i‘ri 
meaning the to ivkieli the Sufijcrit 

name has been fbfeened, and the flower of 
which is conical, or /haped I ike a fiinncl : at fi rrt 
J thought, that he aUtided to a projeflton of the 
bcniifjdierc on the plane of the coliire, and lo 
fhc angle formed ]>y the ectiptick and cfjuaror ; 
but a younger aflronnmcr named Vjna'v aca, 
who came after beards to lee me, afiiircd me 
that they meant only the circular mniith of 
Lhe futiud, or (he bait of thecojie, and that it 

was 
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wna iirii 2 l among their ancient writers to bor¬ 
row front fruits and flowers their appeUations of 
fevcral plane and fblid figures. 

l^ROM the two BrJpmffTJS whom I have Juft 
named, 1 learned the following curious particu¬ 
lars ; atid you may depend on ray accuracy in 
repeating them t finee 1 wrote them In their pre- 
fence, and coiTcfted what 1 had written, till 
they pronounced it perfei^* 

Tuey divide a great circle, as we do, into 
three hundred and ftxty degrees, called by 
them an/as or pontons \ of which they, like 
us, allot thirty tb each of the twelve figns in 
this order: 

iheRaitt. the Bolauw. 

ilu: Bull. S- f'ri/lKbiah (he Sccqiloii. 

A-ttt'haag, ihe Pftif. the 

4, Gm-dftf, the Crab. Jlioiara^ the Ses-Mniiilcr. 
the Lion. Ce***fl, die Evmr. 

Ceiij*t the Virgin, is, theitllu 

Tun figures of the twelve allenimE, thusde- 
nornlnated with rcfpe^l to the fun* arc (pect- 
fieil by Sei'pbtj, author of the ra 

San/erii verfes t which I produce* as ray 
vouchers, in the original, with a verbal ttanfla- 
lion; 

haffls latudimiirii 

V inigaiidhyAm mi t* hu nflm ti t^ytAgXRiPi , 

PndipftMAy^ dldluii 

Klvl slTiitji Tifini 

Ttili (uJAbhrirprctimiiupinir 

D^iartur iBiKHaihfTvnn psr-ljtjphj 
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Mrsgifii:lah tyln i^unibkah 

Sc^ndher ncm diuihiiuiit 

AiipnfSiMicbcH'habhittiyc’b* bl mimt% 
MjiJb^wxyvn fip^^tlukdTij'Jiiumi. 


** Thr rant, huii, crab, Hmt amt fiorpkfi, 
** have the figures of ihofe five animals refpcc* 
*‘ tivclj : the pair are a damfeJ plajijig on a 
** yhiti and 3 youth wielding a mace; the t‘tV* 
** gilt /hinds OM a boat in water, holdirrg in one 
•* hand a lamp, in the other an ear of ricecom : 
“ the bailing is held by a wciglier with a 
*■* weight in one hand x the btKJtf, by an archer, 
** whole hinder parrs arc like Anfeof a horfe : 

ihe ffu-manjltr has the face’ of an anrelope j 
** the rttvr is a waterpot borne oii the ftiOulJer 
of a man, w^ho empties it ; the fjh are two, 
** with their heads turned to each other's rails ; 
*« and ail rhefc are fuppofed to he in fuch pbccs 
as fiiit their feveral natures/' 

To each of the lunar flatlons, 

which they call nae^atras, they allow thirteen 
anjoi and one third, or thlrttcn df^res rwintj 
minnUi ; and their names appear in the order of 
the Jigns, but without any regard to the figurea 
of them ; 


Aicmf, 

E^tUlUJili 

Ohiti. 

KUsLtb. 

f'i'r./ijjfrffii 


A-nbi 

PuairmAi. 


Puns p*tuJg^iiii£> 

Hutl*. 
a-itfi, 
fiftllji. 


kl/it'ii 
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Vijit'ha. Saaiiliifl'i* 

AflurWlii. UiuriOtaihi. Pwr** 

l8. Jjijk'ha Srtwmi. UnmbMiapuUU 

Mfili. DIunlibt*. . 47 . ^ctni. 


Between ihc tweiity-firft and twctitjr-fc- 
cond conftcllaiions, we find in the plate three 
ftars called ; but they are the lift quar¬ 

ter of the afterifiD imiucdiatdy preceding, or ihc 
latter Jljbar^ as the word ia commonly pio- 
iiouiiced, A complete revolution of the moon, 
with refpea to the ftars, bciog made In tweiity- 
fevcti days, odd hours, minutca, and f^nda, 
and perfea cjtaauefabeing either not attained by 
the Hittiiui, or not required by them, tl>cy hxed 
ou tire number iwcniy-feven, and inrened At- 
hijU for fomc aftrological purpofe in iheir nup- 
tii ceremonies* The drawing, from which the 

pbtewascngmvcd feems intended to rep re fen c 

tne figures of die iwcnty-fcvcu conltellations, 
togetlver with Ahhijit. aa they are defertb^ in 
three ftaiiMs by the author of the Retnamm ' 


1 . Tmaganntc'tiaCidridliiili y^n’nSpnm cfliiudlAinJt 

SMa'oiwuui »t’him»fttl«iwn4ngeiafulviHi*i 

sildpsuijam thmi, 

SaywaliilriMtBiuiyMhchiio p«ryiu^pai*u 

1. HalHciisyin^ iiwu<31«;i»6rt«Hn 
chfiuyat priyilojiMiwin, 

DlinftifwiniTMa emflibliwii halimbhmni 
fsArtIrt I 


Jifiermt e«npa.tmcnO of Hie pUw 

it ti thou^t iiniw«l&rjr W inaex it. 
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Ciu&j'dic^iivkrptmtiiu Eiilriiaiii, 

4iyj-irani iiutti J^aranif 
Atip4iiu]iirili(avat 0‘>iluiiu£*ll 
iHf^fitaBivyadi.blunu 
3. Trivkriuiidlilum c>;a mridUiiprapam, 

V rittvn uttSitjraiiTamiliilibwij'ajilun], 

Paryaitcaii1[Kim mun^anMcanm* 
kj^ram dswiilib]iactu.crarupiqi. 

** A jroKs{!*s licad ^ym ^thhaga j a mzor; 
“ « vvlicf Led carriage; the head of att antelope; 
** A gem ; a houie; an arrow ; a wheel ; an- 
** other houic: a beddend j anoeber Lwdflcad ; 

a hand ; a pearl; a piece of coral j a fef- 
■* loot) of Icivc*; an oblation to the GoeU; a 
** rich cir-ruig; the tail of a fience lion :■ a 
** couch : tlic tooth of 3 ^vanron etepbanr, 
“ near which h the kernel of the iriMgataca 
nut ; ilic three footftepj of VisHKO : aia- 
“ bor i a ciicaldT Jewel ; a two-faced image ; 
** aiiotber coucb ; and a imallcribrt of tabor ; 
** fucli 3^ the tigur» of the reAin 

** the circle of lunar conftcllaticjiis.'* 

Tiir, Hindu draughtsman has very LU repre- 
fented moft of die figures ; and he has tranf- 
pulcd the two Sjkdr^s as well as the two Bha- 
dfiipaiisr^ but his figure tSMhijit^ which looks 
like our ace of hearts, has a rclctnblance to the 
kernel of the trapiU a curious water-plant dc- 
Icribed in a ieparatc efiay. Irt another Sanfent 
book the figures of the lime couflellattonE are 
thus varied i 


A horft's 
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AhotffVhad. A Jltaight tail, A»nch. 

oi thaga. Tvwi aarsS.foN. A wioDdwiiig ftiu 
All*™. T«fl*N,tiiS. ^bsr. 

^ A hiJiiL An ftiiciw* 

A eit'* ^ nbori 

One bright Rar, RcJ fiffifon. A circle of ftaw, 

A bow. A feftooiv A Half far burdmi. 

Athild’»(«Bc5L A fmU. m^ofabalaw# 

^Adc^'tuiL i8. Abtmr'f hewL aj, Awh* 

Fkom twelve of the ailerifinis juft enuon®* 
fated Jtre derived the rtames of the twcItwA- 
Jian months in the ufual fotin of psttronyinieks; 
for the Faantttia^ who reduce all fiattrre to a 
fyftcm of emblcmatkal mythology, fupijofe a 
ccleftial nymph to prelidc over each of the con- 
ftcUatlons, aiul fdgn that the God So'ma, or 
iMttaSf having wedded twelve of them, hccamo 
the lather of twelve G^niu or month a, who am 
tiamcd after their fevemi mothers; but the 
y^aufi/hicoj nffert, that, when their lunar year 
was arrangetlby fonner aftronomers, the moon 
was at the full in each maiiih on the very day 
when it entered the ni^cjhatrat from which 
month is.denominated. The matiner in which 
the derivatives arc formed, w’ilf heft appear by 
a cotnparifbn of the months with their fcveral 
conflellarions : 

A^swina, 4- Paulha- 

Cirtiea. Migha. 

Mirgisirlha. P'halguna. 

Chaitra. 


3/8 
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Cluitni, A'ftiara» 

8 . Vaific^ha* Stavana. 

jjaiiht’ha* 12. Bba^rai. 

The third nwnih is alio catkd 
(whcaice the comtnoii worrt-^r^ra iscormptctl) 
from ajioiher name of Mri^atmu^ 

Noteikg can be more Ingenious than ihe 
tuctxional verfeSf in which the Hindus have a 
cufrom of iinkbg together a nnmbci of ideas 
otbcfwifc Uiiconncfted, and of chamingt ns it 
were, the memory by n regular menfure : thus 
by putting ietth for tbiny-iwo, Radra for 
eleven*/r^v for fix, arrffw or tbment for five, 
oeeattf or/fgr, for four, Ra^ma, or 

fUitHtfr for three, eyt, or Cuma'ha, for two, 
tartb or m(»n for one, they have compofod 
fittur lines, which expreis the number of flars 
in each of thetwcmy-fcvcn aftcrifins; 

Vahiu tri HlwiAtu gyneotlu critignlbliuU, 

Riidj^lxlbtrimagwiOT<bl*ofi 

Dtmu budbairlbhlbidh cnimxi^ bloiirMh. 

That is : “ three, three, fix; five, three, 
" one; four, three, five; five, two, two; 
•* five, one, one; four, four, three; eleven, 
fouratid three ; three, four, a hundred ; two, 
*• two, thlrty-iwo ; thus have ilic liars of the 
*' lunar conftclbtious, in order as they appear, 
“ been numbered by the wlfo.’* 
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If the ftaiiza corrcftly repeated to me, 
the I'vva jp&ras are coiifidercd aa one aftcrifin, 
and Ahh^it as three fcpataie ftars; but! furpeft 
ati error in the third linCt bccaufc or 

two and/-cr^ would Ajitthc metre aa weJl a$ 
bihir&ma \ and bccaufc there were oo^y three 
TiWr in the ttdy age, wlicii, it is prelnablc, 
the ftars were enumerated and the techntcaj 
verfc compofed. 

Two lunar ftatlons, or msnjiom^ and a quar¬ 
ter are co-cKtcnrivc^ we fee, with one (ign; 
and nine ftations correfponJ with fourfignai 
by counting, therefore, thirteen degrees and 
twenty tmntitcs from the firft ftar in the head of 
the Ram, incloilvdy, we find the whole ex¬ 
tent of Afwhii^ and ftiall be aUe ro afccrcuR 
the other ftara with fuffidnit accuracy: but 
nrft let us exhibit a comparative table of both 
Zodlacks^ denoting the manfionr, as in the 
forus almanack, by the firft letters or l^^Uablcs 
0 /their names: 


Months. 


MomrHtt 

ATwin 

Cirtic 

A'grabaya 

I^ulh 

Magh 

pniilgun 

CKaiir 

Vaifac^b 
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SOLAX 


MANllOWt. 


ImcA 

f A A- 

bh 

+ — 

I Vrid^ 1 + 

ijMit'buii, 1" ^ 

r 6 

+ A 

i 

A- A 

J Carcai 41 

ISinh 

l*r + 

fm + 

p -J- sU 9 i 

FU + JL 

1 Canyi 

1 J. 

i.t 1 

ll 

-f fu 

« 

a 


j Viifchic 8 . 

[■f + 

1 

+ A®* 

^ Dhao j 

rmd + 

pb +— 

M 

Macar j 

!ji + 

3 

+ iL 


fA + 

S' 

4- »>£, 

M^ti IS. 

[•f + 

ti 

4*r-V7* 


A'fltlr 

Sl'ivan 

Bhidr 


Hejickwc may r«iJi!y know die Aars in 
each (m&lioiit ^ diey rk}Uow hi order: 


Lvkae SoiAj 

M AH II0N4. A IT£ 

Alvlai. Rim. 

Bhanml* - 

Ciiticit UulL 

Rihinf, - 

A'idn> “— 


SrAKft 

Thrift in and near (he bead.' 
Tkrtt^ inthetul. 

5rV, ol the PlosiU, 
fivtj m ihebead xnd neeV^ 
Thrift ut Of nmr the leet, 
pei-hapt In the Galaxy. 
Onft m ihc knee. 


Lvnax 
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Lvnak Soi«i« SxAmi 




J /flrTi iit the 

' Oll^C^p 

Pu/hyK. 

Cr^h 

Thrff^ jii ifiddmr^ 


Don 

/^icvi in &.e tml rtumep 


-- 

^nc}^lcgAiuj hiucidL 

PurvipMiilguiii, 

— 

E enr ifi the uiL 

Utt3rBp^h^g:unl, 

Vtrgltt 

Tict^ Oft iht XFTn 3ni 



i^rWn DOU’ t^ie 

ChifTi, 


lu. die fpHte,, 

£witt. 


Ofu^ 141 the N. Scales 

Visic'hi. 


F&fsr^ beyifftd 

Aiiufiilhi. 

Sctffpm 

F4fir^ in di^ bdKiy, 

Jy^t'hL 

<—^ 

nw^ ifi the taiL 

MijIj- 

Bow 

1 Eifvttt, 10 the fioirit of tU 


t Am>w, 

Piiri'ljQtim 

— 

Tu/^ jn iba teg. 

l7mLri(h&rir 

Sc^i^mojiftefA T^se&f in th^ bcrit 

Swatiii 

— 

Tbfff^ tn fhe talh 

DtUJiilbc'i* 

Ewcf 

in [he irni+ 

Sjtubhj/hii. 

-- 

Mitfiy, ifi the {Ireanu 

l^iIn'abb:H]r3{?gtdi>r 

L'mimbhadriapftilii. 

Fid* 

Tu.v^ in die firft filk 

-- 

Tm, inchtcotii 

Kcvad* 

— 

r TT^/rfy-rti^ in the iceoai 
f dfh and cord. 


WiiEREVEE the Iftiffott drawing diifers irom 
(be TOcmoria) verfe lU the R^rnamah^ f bave pre- 
brrred jhcautbontyof the writer to that of the 
pintcr^ whs has drawn fbme tenoftrMJ things 
will) ft> little fimilitude, that we miift not im¬ 
plicitly rely on his reprdentatJon of objeets 
merely celcfHal t he feems particularly to have 
erred in the fiars uf 

Foe 
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Foe tlic ailiftmcc of cholc who tnny be lO' 
dined to re-examine the twctity-icvco cotiftd- 
latiofls with a chart before them^ I fuhjoiii 9 
of the degrees to svhich the mcpiatrm. 
extend rcfpcilivdy, from the firft ftar in the 
xfterifm of Arks, which we now fee near the 
beginoing of the figa Tittrrifft as it was placed 
la the ancient iphere. 


It, IT. Ml, 

I, vt* 

1 *> i6". 

iti# 

|V. Vi\ 

V, li*. 4^ 

Vt. 

VJI. *m\ 

VIM, 

IX, lioS. vT 



W M. 

PC. 

iW»- 

Jtr, 

45 a V 

%iu 

•*. 

XJM. 

i 73 fp to* 

XIV. 


XV* 

■Cn*.i u** 

XV f. 

iia*. w\ 

XVII. 


XvsrL 

«'* 


K. 



XtK. 


* 0 '- 

XX. 


4 V* 

XXL 


0 * 

XML 

1 ^. 

att* 

XXIIL 



XXIV* 



XXV* 

4i3* 

t/* 



rt'* 

XXVH, 

4 tKP*‘. 

n"- 


The aftcrifins of the /r/ coliimti are in tlio 
figns of Taunts^ Cmi/u, btffcrr, ; ihofo 
of tlic Jicon^ff in iJ^ra, Scorpi&i^ tSagfi* 

tartus ’t and Uiofe of the MiW, \n Citf>rkt^r»ui^ 
A^uariuit Ptft^U wcc,miioterr mnch* 

therefore, in any Icrics of thr^e conftellatbns ; 
for, by counring 13’ Jo' forwards and back¬ 
wards, we find the fpaces ocenpied by iho 
two extremeSi and the intermediate fpat^ be¬ 
longs of courfo 10 the middle-tnoft. It is tint 
nicatted, that tlic divitlon of the HtnJtt Zodlack 
into foch fpaces is exafl to a nainuic, or that 
flar of each aflcrifm niuft ttccefl^ily be 

found 


C^F rns TH171AN ^OmAClC. 3®S 

found in the fpaceto which it bdongs; btii the 
computation will be accurate aiough for ouf 
purpofe. and no lunar manfion can he very re* 
mote from the path of the moon; how Father 
Sot'CiET could dream, that was in the 

Northern Crow*n, I can hardly comprehend; 
but it furpaiTcs all compreheniton, that M* 
BAii:t-r Jhould copy hi& dream, and give rea- 
fons to fupport it; erpecinlly as four liars, ar* 
tanged pretty much like thole in the Indtafi 
figure, prefent thcmfclvet obvbufly near /be 
Etd&nce or iht Seorphn, \ have not tlie bold- 
nefs to exhibit the imlividoal liars In -cacii 
maafion, diftinguilhed iu Bayer's method by 
Creek letters j becaufe, though I have little 
doubt, that the five fiats of in the form 

of a wheel, ait,,7* attdthofo 

of Muk, C ^ b of tbe Sagitearjf, 

and though I think n«ny of the othcrsetiually 
clear, yet, where the number of fiars in a 
imtifitm is ids *han three, or even than four, 
it is not caly to fix on them with coitfidctice; 
and I mufi Wit, until fomc young /frWit afiro- 
nomer, with a good memory and good eyes, 
can artctid my leifum on fereue night* at the 
proper foaloiis, to poUit out ui tlie firmament 
itfelf t!ie fovcral liars of all the conftcibtioiis, 
for which he can find names in the SitfiJiTtf 
hnguugc: the otily ftws, escepe thole in^ the 

Zoitijct, 
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Zodtackt ihathaveycl been diAincily named to 
mc^ arc the Sepiarjki, Bhrvua, Arundhaih 
%upadt MiStrintantfelt and, ui the fbuthcro hcroi- 
fphcfe, AgaAy^*oi CaHopus. The twenty-fevea 
^{^aftars. mdced» have particular names, m the 
order of the nac/i>JtrM, to which tlacjr bdojig : 
and Cnee we learn, that the//rwi/tfr have de¬ 
termined /Af k/kudst kngitttA tight 

efetitfen of tacitt might be ufcful to exhibit 

the JiA of them; but at prcreiit I cau only lub» 
join the names of twenty-fevcti T<^ai, or di*. 
vlCous of th® E^ptick, 


yijhcamirha^ 

PrUL 

^yttjhmah 

Saubhagya, 

S^hma. 

Atigaadnt 

Sucarman, 

DhrUu 

Sula. 


Gandsi. 

VriddbL 

Bhruviit 

Fyaghiita. 

Utrfiam^ 

Pajra. 

Jfnf 

Vjattpitia. 


Part^ha. 

Siva. 

SiMha, 

Siidhvit. 

Hubbii, 

Smra, 

BrAttmn., 

fiidta. 

PiddhritL 


H-tviNo rtiown in what manner the Hindus 
arrange the Zodiacal Cars with rel^fl to the 
fun and mooHj Ici us proceed to our principal 
fubjed, the nittfquUy td /Aa /double atrangemeni* 
In the firrt place, the Brithtnant were always too 
proud to borrow their Icicnce from the Greeks^ 
jirabi^ Moguisf or any nation of P4U<'hcithas% 


OF TRE /.OlttACK. 

as They cflll iht>(c h'Ho arc igimraiit of thr 
and have iiat (hidicdthc Jan^uage of the 
Gods : theyhave often refieatetl lo meiJic frag¬ 
ment of sn old vcriCf which they now u(ff pro¬ 
verbial fy, na Ti‘fhh yirjiiHJt^ah, or no haft 
artfifur.' Cii/t A' /(setvr rAi» o V/nsm j bv which 
name they formerly meant art hmatj or Crrti^ 
and now mean a or, generally, a Mu~ 

fehtsaa. When I mentioned to dir&renr Paajhs, 
at leveral ttmc 3 and in fcveia) pUces, the opi¬ 
nion of Af!o>**ri’ci>.v, they coold not prevail on 
thcmiclve!: to oppife it by Serious argumcnc t 
hut f<)melaughed heartily; others, withafar- 
ca^lic^lfinile, lidd it ivasa pUitfant haagmtthn - 
and all Teemed to think it a notion bt^rderingoii 
plirenfy. In fa£l, although the figures of the 
twelve Irtiiitm Signs bear a wonderful refeni- 
bJance to tbofe of the f;rea<w, yet they arc too 
much varied far a mere copy, and the nature of 
the variation proves them rt> be original: nor it 
the rrfcmhbnce more extra ordinary than that 
which has often liccn ohlerved between our 
O'Othei days of the week and tliafe of the 
HiftJuif which are dedicated to the fune lu> 
mm-tries, and (what is yet more tingular) re¬ 
volve iti tile lame or tier t Ravi^ The Sun ; Sma^ 
the Moon : 'Toilco ; Wt>- 

ilen ; yrihiiipati^ Thor; .Vwmi, b'reym; iVi//r/, 
Safer; yet jio man ever iiuagiiicd, rtist die 
C c ittiiiani 
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borrwvd fo rcmwkabk an wrangemenj 
the G»h or &™o«. 0.1 rt». plauo» I 

will mllyobfeTM. that hiicRA. tl« togent 
Vtutiu ■». lilt* thcrril, a ruk dotty, natned 
.IfoUtAKAS, o..dh^o«d .0 ^ ‘“-f 

hliiu learntiifi, hui ZonoAlf, tho 

At P^h«, i» 1 

ouraftjxo/rpragenhors: thedmvvnig. 

of the plsnci» which was brought 

bY Mf- relate# to the Urfum tyftcm, 

.:,d repi:fcuts the Gen.i 

over them, es^aiyw 

naeiHA'Tin': ** H® bedecked the ttnoamnit 

“ with ftars, and fliinobltd this earth with the 

» race of men ; he gently turned the auipi' 
** clous new- m«m of the feftiva!, like a bright 
'« kwcL round the ancle of the fky ; he placed 
dhc Hindu Sa'curk on the feat of that rcltive 
** elephant, the revolviug fphere, ami pvit tho 
rahibt-winm his hand, as a hook to cocreo 
theimoRicated heart; he made hi ken ftrmgj 
“ of fuii-bcams for the lute of Vtiios; and 

“ prefcJited jujiTER, who faw the tclicuy o 

true religion, with a rnfary of clurtering 
PJt iadi. The bow of the iky became that 
*' of Maks, when he was honoured with the 
command of the ccleftial hoft; for Gon 
conrcn.jJ fovercigutyon tlieSuti, and tqua- 

** dtousof rtar* were his army, Xdtl 
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THE names mid forms of the lunar 
Ijuioust efpec’iaUv of Bbi/ra/tt and m- 

dkate a timplkhv of mauners peculiar to an 
aiidctit people ; aod they dtticr* encirclr from 
thofeof thc^rtf^ws fv lloro^ bxvhich the very 
firft afrerifm appears in the dual number, be- 

caufc it coiififts only ^ ^ 

the place of aftshting^ properly tignifici 
or and thence is ofrd Ibr on ordinary 
^4\humcy ; ^nid that idea f«ms hcit^ ap¬ 
plied than imnfon to fo inceflant a iravtllcr as 
the Moon. The tamar^ or iuHor 

iii the foUnwiJig order, the particle at bemg 
uuderfrood before every word ; 


SharatiiA* 

Buwn- 

^Thuja^yiL 

DcbiiJ^n. 


NsihrJi- 
Turf 
JalihsiK. 
Ztibfuff. 
£.pLrfkhp 
Aww-L 
44, Siro6Cr 


Ghafr* 

kflL 
Kifk 
Shvuklu 
NuTni* 


Dhihl\u 
Hutui* 
SytUL 
AkWfM* 
Mukdinf. 
Mukbir* 
Rlflu- 


X^ow, if we can trufr ^tefrahiaa lexico¬ 
graphers, the nuntber of Ihirs >n their fcvcral 
mefizih rarely agi«« vi\th ibofr of ihc /Wwiii 
and two fucH nflcjotis miifl naturally have oh- 
ferved, and might tiaturally liavc ram^, the 
principal ibrs, near which the moon pues m 
the courlV of each day, without any commum. 
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cation on the fubjtsS: ihcte is no evidence* 
indeed, of i communication l)ct\ii'cen the Himfas 
and ii« atiy fubjuil of liicwturcor lilcnce; 
for though tve iiavc rcafoi* to bdici'c, that a 
commercial iiitercouHc fubfiltcd iji very early 
ttme> between 7m<fn and tile weiieni coall nf 
yet tlie Brahinmt^ who alone arc [termit- 
red to read the fix one of which lathe 

albroiromlcal Si^ra, were not then commercial, 
and, meifi probably, nciilicrcould Jior u ould have 
C(iiiVL*rftxl with Arabian menebants^ The hofiilc 
irnipticHiofihoAviflj intoi/tWrj^in, intheeighth 
ccntnry, and that of the Mnpih umler Cjikn- 
ot'K, )U the thirteenth, were not likely to 
change the aHronomical Jyftem of the Utniltis : 
tut the fnppofcJ eoufequcnees of imdirH revo- 
Intions are out of the qncfium ; for, if any 
hiftorical records he true, we know wiih as 
poll live certainty, that AMa.H3i kh and Ca'li- 
l>A s compoled their works before rbe birth of 
CifHisT, as that Menanobh and TrmttHcn 
wrote before that impt^rPni epoch : now the 
twelve jfj»r and twenty-feven are 

mentioned, by t!ic fcvcra.1 names before cxlii- 
bited, in a SmfirU vocalnilary by the firft of 
thole IrntfsH authors, and the Iccoiid of them 
frccjuenily alludes to Whitti and tfie refl by 
name in his Vatat Ring^ liU Ch'ildrtn af the Jvw, 
and lus ^Cuma'ka ; from which poem 

J ptu- 
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I produce fwo lifici, tli;it mv evidence may 
not fwm to be coDeded iVom mere coitvcr- 
^uoti: 

Miitic muhilrtc 

** Wbcii the ftars of Ultamp'hal^m b;id 
*' joined III a fortunate hour the fauu-{i)Oitctl 
** moon/' 

Tins teftimnny being dedfive agalnft the 
conjcCluFc of M. MoNTt'CTA, L need not urge 
the grear atitii|[uiTy of MitNi/i Inftitutes, in 
ivhich the twciity-fcvcii afkcrifms are caJled the 
dmghtcrd of Dacsiia auti the coiilorr$ of 
So'ma* or the Moon, nor rely on the tefti- 
mony of the Braltmttnsy who aldute me with 
one voice, that the names of the Z&i^acal ftars 
occur ill the f'fdas ; three of wliich I firmly 
believe, from Litemal and external evidence, to 
be more than ibrtt thGufaad years old. 

IIavin'O therefore proved what f engaged to 
prove, 1 will clofc my efiay with a general obicT' 
\*a t Ion, The re ful t of N e w tok *8 rclea rehes in to 
the hin-ory of the primitive fplicrc was, '* that 

the pruAice of obferving the flars began in 
** B>^pt in the days of Ammon, and was 
** propagated thence by coJitjueft in the reign 
“ of his fon SisAC, into 4/Wc, Ewrope and 
fince which time Atlas formed the 
C c 3 iphere 
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*• fphcre of the LyftioH }; Chiron that of tlic 
“ Grtfks ; Chaideam a iphere of thcif 

♦* own.” Now 1 hot»o, on fomc other oc- 
caftons, to fatisfy the publick, as t Iiave per- 
feaiv fiitsfied myfdf* that ** the praaicc of 
“ obfcfving the ftars began* with the nidi- 
Toents of civil focicty* in the country of 
** diofc whom we call Cbalik 0 ts ; from which. 
<♦ u was propagated into India^ Gmcc, 

** Ita/j/f aiirl Sat/tJfitavjat before the reign of 
** Si«AC or Sa'cva, who by cffltqttcll: Ihrcad a 
** new fytlem of religion and pliilofophy from 
the NUa to the GangfU dmut a thoufaiitl 
** years before CinitRT * but that ClIiROiraiid 
'* Atlas wett allegorical or mytholggical 
pctfoiiagcs* aod ought to Iiavc no placo- in 
the fcrious blflory of our Ipecres*- 


DIS^ 
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dissertation XIV- 


THE 

DESIGN OF A TREATISE 

OH T H S 

PLANTS or INDI/V- 


if onlj, obfcclt to 

the progreft of knowledge ia thefe pro- 
ytftccs, except hi thofe branches of it which 
bebng immcdtatel/ to our fevewl profeffions, 
U oor want of leifurc for geoeral refearchesj 

and, as AacHiMEDES, who was happily maftcf 

of his time, had not fpace enough to move the 
grcatcil weight with the Inaallcft forcct thus 
we, who have ample fpace for our Jnquii'ics. 
really want thu for the purfuit of them. 
“ Give me a place to lland on, 6id the gfcac 
mathematician, and I will move the whole 
•* earth Give ttt we may fay, fir otir 
twxjikothn^ ond Wf tr4m3fir t9 
ait the Jdtnces^ arii^ and lUtrature ^Afia. 
« Not to have defpaired,” however, was 
C c 4 thought 
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thought a of merit In the general, 
even though he ’w aa defeated; and, having 
fbmc hope, that others may occahonally fiinl 
more Icilum, than h will ever, at Jcafl; ui this 
country, be my lot to enjoy, t take the liberty 
toproj^lea work, tmm wliiiiii very curious in* 
fortnarion, and pfi/lihly verj' folid advantage, 
may he derivedt 

Some liutidrcJ$ of plants, tvhicli arcyt f im- 
pcrfe^Iy kitoivn tit Kuroptun boranilis, and 
w'itli the Virtues ol ^'hicli they arc wholly un¬ 
acquainted, grow wild on the platus and it! the 
loreda of /W/tf; the an excellent 

vocabulary of ilie Sanjerit bnguage, contains in 
one chapter the names of alxrut three luindred 
tncdicitial vcgcfithfcs; the d/cy/Vf; mav comp rile 
many more j and the DravymUba 'n,*, or Dk- 
tmsi'}' pf inef uder, I be¬ 

lieve, a ftr greater f.umhcj ; the propcrtjci of 
whitH are dillin^ly reJareil in rnedicaJ 
or' apphjved authomy. Now :iit> dfrt ilcp, lit 
compiling a timthir an the pbnts of India, 
Ihould fee fo n rite their trite iiamcs in Rnman 
kttcfi, (iccording to the moft accurate oitho- 
graphy. and in Sanjent prctcrahly tu aiiv vultfur 
diitlcfl i bcdulc u learijrJ language Is £xcd iu 
boohs, w hile popnhir idioms aie iu coiifbm; 
Hu^iiLitiati, and TV ill not, perhaps, lie undcr- 
fiood t century liencc by tltc inhabitauts of 

thcle 
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thcfc hiJian tern tones, wliom future botautila 
may coiilult ou the common appellatioDs of 
trees ami tliowers. Ttie chiliiiniijenoiTuiiations 
of plants from the per^ns who firft deferibed 
them, oug^ht wholly to be rejoded; for Cham- 
fia/^a and Hitt/ta feem to me not only more 
degaiitr but far propercr, defiginations of an 
JjtJiiiH and an Arabian plant, than Mscheiia and 
Late/ojtiai nor can I fee without pain, that 
the great Sitr^Jh botaijili copfidcred it as /ie 
Juprunc tfW ontv rettwv/ t)f labour in this part of 
natural hilloTy, to preferve a name by banging 
k on a blolTotii, and that he declared this mode 
of promoting and adonnng botany worthy of 
being emthtmd ^hh hah nMerener ; though fo 
high ar» honour* he lays, cugbt (9 be rtir- 
ferred entth cbajle reftrve^ and mt praJtilMttd 
f»r the pu^p^e if the gp^i w///, vr 

eteeni^t^g fHtmtsryi oj any but his ebajen fil- 
lowers ; w, upt even ef faittiu Mis lilt of *r« 
hundred and fifty fucb names clearly fhews, 
that his excellent works am tZic true bafis of 
his jufl celebrity, which would have been 
feebly fupjttjrted by the flalk uf the IJntuea, 
From what proper name the Plantain is called 
Mttfa^ 1 do not (et)osv ; but it fecinfl to be the 
T^ufeb pronuriciatioij of the Arubick word for 
that vegetahte, and ought trot, therdbre, to 
have appeared m his UA, tliough, lu my opi* 
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njon, II 13 iheouiy ratioiwliiamc ui the inuncr- 
(oll. Ae to the lyrtem tjf Lt>'NimU3, it h the 
iyiUio of Nature^ fubordiiiatc indeed to the 
beautiful arratigemcnt of nutami ardert, of 
'V^'hich he has tough {ketch, aod which 

tnayheie^ftcf^ perhapst hccomplctwi; buttha 
di(frihutw/i of vegcMblcs into cities, according 
to the uumber, length, and pofition of the lla- 
tneiis and nod of tbofc into kintk 

vxA/ptekf* according to ceiTaiti marks of dif- 
critniitatinn* will ever be found the cleareft and 
moil ctifivcnieiit of methods, and ftwuld there* 
fare be fluditmfly obfcrvcd in the tvork which 
I now fuggeft* But I tnuft J>c forgiven, if I 
propofc to reject the L 'tttn^m appeHattotis oJ the 
twenty-four r/rf/rt, betaofe, altboogh they ap* 
pear to be Grtfk (and, if they really vrere 
fo, that alone nrighi bethought a rufficieiiiob- 
joaiun), yet in trudi they are not Cnek^ nor 
even form cl by analogy to the language of. 
G^’icims ; for ¥^iygmim,t AUxandrot^ and the 
refl of (hat form, are Ixith niaJculinc and fe¬ 
minine; /Wvii«xjr*M, ill the abftra^, never 
occurs, and Ffflyandr^n mcaits a publicit ceme¬ 
tery ; Dlmia and Xilttaa are not found Sit books 
of authority; nor, if they were, wotdJ they 
be derived fmmif/V, but from which would 
include the Trirttw; let me add, that the hxttifth 
and tbirtanth difl« are ill dilllnguided by 

tliefr 
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ihcirappcJlatiOTiB, indcpcodeoUr of other «- 
ccpibnstg thttn, duet ihc real dimudioii be¬ 
tween them conufts tiot lb much in the numbee 
of their ftameus, as In tlie /Ater where they 
are iiifcrted : that the fcurMfi> andjT- 

tfefst/f ate not mare accurately dircriininated by 
two words formed m defiance uf stammatical 
analt^y. Ihicc there are but two powers, or 
two diverjitia in each of ihofc clalics, 

CidYcofio/yt^^dres might, perhaps, not uiaccu*- 
rarely denote a flower of the twelfth dlafs; 
fucha coropovmd w^>uld ofbarhnnfm 

or pedantry; and the beft ^vay to amend fuch a 
lyftcra of ivords is cffiice ifj 
its place bvn morcfimplc nornrtKbture^ which 
may eafilv be found. Numerals may be ufai 
foe the firfV cbfTcs. the former of two 

numl>efs beitig always appropriated to the fa- 
mem, ami the laner to tbe;>^i7f; fhort phmles. 
as, vM tbt cdy'x or calke, m the refeptm:fe^ 
long, fittr kng, frm om Au/e. from /«», or 
fttofty, bajeu •tttUb etittbers eo/tne^edt «« 
t)i0s, in nvs jiiTJters, in im diJUnB pfmn^ 
mixed, comM or the like, wH anfwer every 
pnrpofc of diferitniustian; hur t do not offer 
this as a perfea fubrntute for the words which 
1 condemn. The allegory ol/fxer and 
even if it 'vere complete, ought, 1 ihtnJc. W 
be difearded* a> unbecoming the gravity o 
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mcli, wKu, while they fcarcit for truth, have 
110 buiincTs to iitAame their imagiiiaiions; 
while tltey profefs to give delcrlptioiis, have 
iiotlihig to do with metaphors : few paflages m 
jihijint the moft Impudent book ever compofed 
by man, arc mofc ’waiitoiily jodccctit than the 
hundred'forty-rixth number of the P-otankat 
FbUcfeiph. and (be broad comment of its grave 
autlior, whojAtrfr, like OcTAvtvs in his epi¬ 
gram, is /peak ^iib Roman Jlmpliaty % nor can 
the ZvA»rr<»f deferiptioii oftlie and mat)/ 

other pbuts, be read in Eti^iijh without ex¬ 
citing Ideas, which the occafion does not rc- 
quire. Hence it is, that no wdUborn and 
well-educated woman can be adviCJ to amulc 
herJeif with botany, as it is now explained, 
tliuugh a mote elegant and delightful ftudy, or 
one more likely to aflift and cmbeHifh other 
female accompli/hmenrs. could not poflibly be 
recommended. 

Wjif-N clic Sanfirh names of the hfStus 
plants have been corrcflly written ui a large 
paper-boi^k, one page being appropriated to 
each, the frcAi plants thcmfelvcs, procuitd In 
their reipofllvc feafons, mu/l be concifely, but 
acemateiy, c/a^td and Je/cribtd ; after which 
their leveral ufes in medicine, diet, or manu* 
f.iAurcs, may he coUeOed, with the alliilaiicc 
o(IJitiJg phylicians, from the medical books in 

fian/eritf 
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Sanfcrit^ and theiraccmitits either diftiroved ot 
cilabltflied by repeated expetiments, as faft as 
they can be made Tyith exaiflttcfs* 

]iy n’ny orcxattiple^ 1 annex the cicfciipnons 
of five hiliim plant-:, but am unalde, at this 
fcaton. to rc-cxarainc them, and wholly dc- 
fpair of Icifure to exhibit others, of which I 
havecoUeded the stiJ naollof which! 

have fceo in bloflom. 

I MU CHOC UN DA. 

Twenty, from One Safe. 

Cal. Five-parted, thick: leaflets, oblong. 
Cor, Five petals, oblong* 
fyara. From twelve to iiftcen, rather long, 
fertile; five fhortcr, fictile. In (bmc flowers, 
the uaprolijtak ftamens, longer. 

P 'tji. Siyk cyltndrick. 

Ptrk. A caplule, with five celts, many- 
feeded. » 

Sctdsi Roundifii, comprefTcd, winged. 
Leavii: Of many diflerent (hapci. 
ijes: T!je quality, rdrigcratic. 

OtiE flower, fieeped a whole night in a glafs 
ni' water, forms a cooling mucilage of ufe in 
V i r ulent gotiorrha'a s. Tlic MvclmcHada^ cal 1 cd 
aifo Piebnea^ is exquifudy fragrant; its caJyx 
is covered with an cidoriferous dufi: and the 

dried 
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flowers In fine powder* nkett like fiiufT, 
arc faid, ia a Saajerit book, airtwft inJlanra- 
ricb^inv to fcmovca nervous hcad-acli- 

Nif/ft This pitmt differs a little from the 
P^ntapetrt <if LlstiJiUs* 

U. B IL V A oa M A' L U' R A, 
Msjiv on the Receptacle, and One* 

M Four, or five, cleft, beneath. 

ar. Four, or five, petals ; onotHy rcfleic, 

Starth Forty, to forty-eight, filaments j 
anthers, moftlycrc^l. 

Pijf, Crrwi, roundilh; 5/»/r, fmooth.lbort i 
StitiHUtf clobbed. 

/’rrff. A fphcfDidjJberry, very large; many- 
feedwJ. 

Sftdt: Toward the lufftce, ovate, inapel- 
luek! mucus. 

IjMei: Temate; common petiole, long; 
leaflets, fabovaie i ohtitfcly nott^hed, with fhort 
petioles i fbrne almofl' hiiecd, 

S/m: Armed with fharp thorns, 

: The I'niit nutritions, warm, c.ithar- 
tick ; in taRe, deiiciaus; in fragrance, exqui- 
fire; its aperient and deterlive cjuality, and lea 
efficacy in remavitig hflbintal laoflivcncfs, have 
bsren proved by coulhuit experience. The 
njitcusof the iwd k, foribme purjwfcs, a very 
good cement. 
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Thii ft u it is Ciilii;;! bccsufo 

Jt fprang, fay the htJkn pocfj, ftv.n the niillc 
rf .SWt (he gpddcfs of abuiidaiicct who beftowcd 
it oil mankind at the requeft of Uwab a, whence 
he alone weat* a chaplet of Siiva flowers \ to 
him only the Bmiks offer (hem ; and. whea 
they fee any of tliein fallen cmi the groutnJ. 
they take them Up with revcfcJicc, and cariy 
them to his temple. From the Hrft blofibm of 
ihiB plane that I could infpca. I had imagined 
that’it hcloiiged to the lame clafs with the 
Jiurio. becaufe the fflamcnts appeared lo be 
dillriburcd in ffve fets; bur in all that I have 
(ince exatpined. they aic pcffcaSy diftiuS* 

HI. sring.vtaca. 

Four and One. 

CaL Four-cleft, with a long peduncle, 
above. 

Ct>r, Four petals, 

Stam. Anthers, kidney-fhaped* 
piji. Gfrm, mnndii'h t Styk^ loog a® the 
filanicnts; Stigtm, clubbed. 

Sfiii: A tiut with four ojtpolla: anglcs (two 
of them Jharp thorns I formed by tlic 

Leaves ; Thnfe which float on the water, 
arc rhombo'idal; the two upper fides ujic^ily 
notched ; the two lower, right lines* 

pCClrOlCS# 
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petioles, biioycil up by fpindJe-fhaped. (pongy 
fublliiuccfi, not bladflers. 

jRoot; Knotty, likecoraL 

Vfett The freft kcrad, in fwcccncfs and 
delicacy, ctpLils that of ihc filberd, A mucus, 
fecreted by mitiutc glands, covers the wet 
leaves, which arc confidered as cooling* 

Nofft It Items to be the floating Trapa of 
LiNNJBUa. 

IV, P U' T 1 C A a A J A, 

Ten and One, 

Cal, Fivc'clcft. 

Cor, Five equal petals, 

Prric, A ihortiy legumen ; two jWs* 

Lfoves: Oval, pirnmed. 

Stem 1 Armed, 

UJei f The lecds are very biiicr, and, per* 
haps, conick: finceoiic of them bruifed tmd 
gwen ut two doles, wilt, as the Bmc/ue aflert, 
cure an intcrmittcitt fever, 

V. M A D H IV C A. 

Many, ft 9 t on the Receptacle, and One- 

Ca/. Penanit? fovir, or five, leaved. 

Chr. One-pculcd. Tifie inflated, flcfliy, 

nine, or ten, parted. 


SAint, 
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SfiiiH, ^Jttbtri from ttvelvc to tivcucy- 
cightf croft, acutCt fubvilJous, 

Fiji. Germ, round iih; Stjrlf, long, awl- 
/hapcd. 

Ftrkt A Drupef with two or tlioce Null. 

; O^Til, Jonnewhat pointed. 

Jjfei t Tltc tubes, otculcnt, nutritious; yjtld- 
iiig, by diftUIaiioji, an incbriauiigtpirit, which, 
it the Tale of it were duly rcilraincU by law, 
might be applied to good purpoles. A ufeful 
oil is cxprefled from the Iced, 

NoUf It rcfemblcs the of Koenig, 

Such would be the method of the work 
which I recommend; but cs'cn the ipeclmcit 
which I exhibit might. In fkilfuf haitiis, haire 
been more accurate. Eugravings of the plants 
may be annexed; but I have more than once 
experiaiocd, that the beft anatomtea] and bota'' 
nl(^ pruits give a very inadequate, and fome- 
tlmesa very (alfcj notion of rheohjefta which 
they were intended to rcptcient. As we learn 
a new ianguage, by reading approved compo- 
fltiotts in it with the aid of a Giammar and 
Difttoiiaiy, fo we can only fludy with effeft 
the natural hiflory of veget.iblcs by analyfing 
the plants thcmfelves with the Fblhfo^id JSe* 
tamc^^ which is ihc and tne Gewera 

it Sfeeiet VLtnuxrum^ which»may he contidcred 
45 the Dt^lmarj/t of that beautiful language, 
P d in 
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in vhlch nature would leach us what plants wo 
snufl avoid aa noxious, and whai we muft cul¬ 
tivate as lalotaij j forths^t the qualities of plants 
arc M fme 4<grie conocAed wuh the na/urai 
orden and ctqfet of them, a number of in'* 
ili^ces would abunda nti j prove> 
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dissertation XV. 

OK T H ® 

SPIKENARD 

OP T H * 

A N C I E N T 


I T upaxoful to meet pcipeniallv with word* 
that convey no diftinfl; ideas; and a natural 
defire of avoiding chat pain excites us olreii to 
Qialce inquiries^ tlie refult of which can have no 
other ufe than to give us clear conceptioiis. 
Ignorance is to the mind what extreme darkneis 
is to (be nerves: both caufe an uncafy l^iia- 
tion t and wc naturally love knowledge, as we 
love light, e\'cn when we have no deUgn of isp. 
plying either to a purpole eflendally ulcfuI.This 
is intended a$ an apology for the pains which 
have been taken to procure a determinate anfwer 
to a quelHon of no apparent uiillty, hut which 
ought to be readily aniwered in ** What 
** is luJian Spikenard ?** AH agree, that it is an 
odoriferous plant, the bell fort of which,* ac¬ 
cording to Ptolemv* grew about Rmgamri* 
$m or and on the herders of the 

D d a country 
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couniiy now called B fit an t it is mciifioiicd by 
DioscoRiDF-^f whole work J Im'-’O not in my 
pofli-flion; but his defcriptioii of it mull be 
very imperfea* fiocc neither LiNUJtt's nor any 
of his difdplcs pretend to chfs U with certainty, 
aiid, in (he latcft boranical work that we have 
received from Eurapet ttU marked as uninmt'n. 
I had no doubt, tMfore 1 was pcrltusally ac- 
<iualntetl with K^oenio, tliai be had afeenained 
it; but he afiured me, diat he knew not what 
the Gfifk writers meant hy the nard of India : 
be Jiad found, indcctl,' and Jeferibed a fijtth 
rpccics of the naiduR, which is called Indian ia 
the Supplement to iJtm^us ; but the tiardm is 
a grais, which, ihough it bear a Spikf^ im 
‘ man ever fuppnfed to h- the h ue Spikenard, 
wlilch the great Botanical Fhilolbphcr liimfelf 
w as iiiclin^ to think 1 fpecics <it Aniropo- 
and pbecs. In hie Materia Medica^ but 
with an cxprdlion of doiiU, among his polyga¬ 
mous plants. Since the dmh of KoE^'to 1 
have confuUed every liotaniA and pliydciaji 
with whom I was acquainted, on the (iihjccl 
before us ; but .ill have confcilc'd without re¬ 
feree, though not without Hi me regret, that 
they were ignoninc what was meant by the /n- 
Aiait Spikenard. 

lx order To procure information from the 
learned u.ativcs, it was aeccflary to kaow the 

namt 
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name of the plant in fome AJi^kk language, 
Tlic very word nard occurs in the Song of So- 
i.omo'h ; but the name and the rhiiig were 
cxotick; the Hr^mv lexicographers 
both to he IndtJ^xi bur (he word is tnti^rli 
Pet/m, and occurs in the follcming ditlwb of 
dn old poet: 

A‘n chti bikheft^ fn cHu narJirfl^ lit chti flilkhrlh fn cha 

Aiichu bikhi fiichii. jwriii piyiiiir* 

Tt ts not ealy to determine'in this couplet* 
whether n/rrd mean tlie Jlera^ or* ai Anjw^ ex- 
pktns it* the fritJ^ ; bid it L» majiifcAly a part 
of a vegetable, and neither tlic roof, the Jinift 
nor the which art all fcparatdy named t 

the Amh have borrowed the word nard, but 
in the finire, we learn from the KdmUt, of a 
c9m/>otiad pittlicf/iA Whatever it fig* 

IItiled ui old Personj the Areddch wordybwinf* 
which, like_^w/iirAt^, means an tarot 
has long been fubibituted lor It; and iltcfc can 
be no doubtj that by the fkad>^ of India the 
Idufitmiihs liadcrfbnd the lame plant with the 
ttard of pToLEftiv and tlie Nardofiuibyt^ ot 
y^htltihard^ of Gaj-£k ; w ho, by the way, was 
tf^cived by the dry fpccimeas which he had* 
feen, and raiftook them for rooh, 

A siNGULAf delcription of Jumhvilhf 
AHi/lf A'/i-, w'ho frequently mentions it asati 
D d j ingredicul 
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ingredtenclii In Jim perfumes, iud for (bme tlmd 
almoft oonvbccd me, that the irHcSj^lkmurdvn^ 
CitacSf or PanJmtti of our bcxaniOs t hig 
words ure, Sutnial pa^f i&'g ah dir'as^an 

dah ang9peJiupahnMsth\ or, “ The fumbnlh>.% 
** five leaves, ten fingers long, and three 
** bnttd.^* Now I well knew, that the mini* 
fter of Acbar was iior a botajiift, and might 
ealily have miftaken a thyrfus for a fingJe 
flower: I had feen no bioflom, or afli:nibbgc 
of hloflbms, of luch dimcnfioaifli except the 
male C'/oea ; and though the Perfan writer 
dclcribcs the female as a different plant, by the 
¥ulgar name Cv6ra^ yet fuch a miflake might 
naturally hsvc octrii cxpc^cc) in fuch a worK ; 
but what mofl confirmed my optnloQ, was tli^ 
extjtiifitc flagratice of the C/taca flmver, whicli 
to my lenie far furpafled the rlchefl perfumes of 
£t^e^ or Scarce a doubt remained, 

when I met w ith a deferipttou of the C^iaea by 
PoASKOH’r., whole words are lb perfe^y sppli> 
cable ro the general idea which we are apt la 
form of S/iiieftard, that! give you a literal tianf. 
aiion of them: ** The Psttdiitiut is an incotn- 
“ parable plant, and cultivated for its odour, 

“ which it breathes lb richly, that one or two 
in a fituatjoo rather humid, would 
bo fiilficicnt to diflule an odoriferous fur 
** a long time througli a Ipacious apartmwjt j 

•‘fi> 
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** fb that the natives in gcnet^t arc not foliclt- 
** oua alxiut the living plants* but fiurchafi thg 
** Spihcj at m great price*' 1 leaniod alfo* that 
n fragrant dTcntial oil was citrtjflicd from th* 
fiovvers ; and 1 procured from BamrJs * large 
phial of it, which was adultciatcd with iandal; 
but the very adulteration convinced nJC* that 
tfic genuine ei&nce inuil be valuable, from the 
great number of ihyrfi that mtifr be required 
in preparing a {mall quantity of it. Xbus had 
1 nearly perfuaded myfclf, that the true iiaril 
was to be found on ^e banks of die Gattges^ 
where the Hitidu women roll up its flowers ia 
Uieir long bhek hair after bathing hi the holy 
river; and I imagioed, that the precious ala* 
hajler box mentioned in the Scripture, aijd die 
/tinill snyx^ in exchange for which the poet of¬ 
fers to entertain his friend witli a ^ 
to;W, contained an clTcJiCC of the lame kind, 
tliough differing in its degree of purity, with 
the nard which 1 bad procured: but an Arab 
of Mwa, whofaw in my fttjdy fome flowers of 
the Citacaf informed me* that the plant was 
extremely common in where it w'ai 

named CuJBi I and fevcral Mabetnedans of rank, 
and learning have li^c aflured roc, that the 
true name of the Jn^att Stitsbul was not . C^tacaf 
h^t JatiimAftt), This was important informa¬ 
tion ; fiiuUng therefore, that the Fandimps was 

Da4 
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Dot pcculliir to atid co^ndefing 

tlic Suittiu! of Abv'ifAZL diti^rcJ from it in tlic 
precifenumbiirof leaves on ihc thyrfiis. In the 
colour* and in the f^fon of flowering, thoogli 
thekngtfiand breadth cor re fjKMided very nearly^ 
1 abandoned my lirll opinton, and began to io'- 
quirc eagerly for the which grew, f 

was told* in the garden of a learned and ingc^ 
nioua friend, and iortunaicly then in btoi^ 
fom, A ffcfli plant was very loon brought to 
me: it appeared on iiif^tcdion to be a muA ele¬ 
gant tvkh a pplilhed three- tided culm, 

an um^lla vvitli three or four enrifurm leaflets^ 
minuidy krmred, naked proliferous peduncles, 
crowded l^iikes, e;xpanded daggers; and its 
branchy root had a pungent lalle with a ialnc 
ariitnatlck odour ; but no part of it bore tha 
leart relbnblance to the drug know'ti in Europe 
by the appellation of Spikenoyd ; arid a Mufei- 
min phylrcian /rom DrM afliired itio poiitwely, 
that the plant w'as not Jatisyaitmh but SuJ^ as k 
is Jiamed in jfrS/ek, which the anihor of the 
To^at:*J Affimen:ft particularly chffingutlhcs 
from the hduti Su/f/M* He produced on the 
next day an eatraa from the Didionary of Na- 
furji Ilifrory, to which he hail rcfcricd ; and 
1 prefent you with a cianJlation of alt that is 
material in it. 

t, Suo has a roundifh ollve-lhaped roof ; 

** externally black, but white tutcmally, and 

lb 
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To fragriiir as to have obtained m Permit the 
** jiamc of Suhterrant&n Mujk ; its leaf has 
*' fame teicmblauce to that of a leek, but 1$ 
** Jougcr and narrower, ilrof»gi (bnicwliat 
** rough at the edges, and tapering to a point, 
** a, SuMBtTL mtaus a J^ih' or and wa# 
** called nurJ by die Grerh. There are three 
forrs of or Nan^/t ; but, when tho 

wxiird flonds alone, k means the Smfi^ul of 
** hiiia, which ii au herb •wii&oui f&wer er 
** fruit (he fpeakf of the drug only'i, like the 
'* uU of an ermine, or of a finall wcafcl* but 
** not rjuite fc tbicic, and about the length of a 
“ fiiigcr. It is (krkifli, lodining to yellow, 
and very fragnint t it is brought from Hiw* 
“ and Its mcdieiiwl virtue tails throe 

*' years,” It tvas caly to ptocurc the dry 

which correlpondcd pertcflly with the 
defenprionoftheSw/r/wf; and though anativo 
Mtfjthmn afterwards gave me ^ Pirfian paper, 
w riiien by birafeif, in which he rcprelcnts the 
Sumhtil of Indta^ the $uirJ^ul^ and the ^t- 
three dilfcreiit phnts. Vet die aumo^ 
rityof die *tobf£iiu*f Mumtnm is dedlivc, that 
the fwrrt Sumhl is only another denominatioti 
of nard, and tlic phyficbn, who produced that 
authority, brought, as a fpecimen of 
the very lame drug, which my Pamlit, who 
is alfoa pbyfician, brmig^ii as a fpecimea of the 

'ydtamuffii t 
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a Brakfttfn of emiiieiii learning gavfr 
rac a parcel oi tire (amc (orfj and told me that 
it was ul^ in their l^rilicci; thatf when h-efht 
ex^uintely fwcett and added much tor 
the feent of rich cfieticcs* in which it was a 
principal rngredlcnt ; that the mcrchaiitB 
bronght it fmm the mountainotis country to the 
n^rth-^ft of Bfttga /; that it was flic eniire 
plant, not a prt of it, luid rectaved its Sim^rit 
names from its rcfcniblanCe to ipcis &/ hair \ as 
tt is Spikrrjor/if 1 fuppofc, from its refem- 
blancp to a Splice, when it is dried, and not 
from the conBgtiffltion of its flowers, which the 
Gr^eitt probaUy, never cjtatniiied* The Prr^ 
Jtan author dcfcribca the whole plant as refem- 
blijtg the tail of an ermine ; and the 
which is manifcflly the Spiknard of pur drug" 
has prccifely that form, cotilifling of 
ifilhcrcd fl^lks aj<d ribs of leaves, coherhsg itf 
a bundle of ^elltnvifh brown capilhuy flhres, 
and conffifltting a fpike about the lize of a 
iinall finger. We may on the whole be afTurtd, 
that the nariut of Ptoi.ekv, the Indian Eutn* 
^»/of the Perfions and Artda^ (he JWfhwflffn of 
i\iZ Hindus^ and thc^/AnWof our fiiops, ace 
one and the laroe plant ; but to what claisand 
genus k belongs in the Lintycan lyflem, ean 
only he afccrtakied ly an infpedltoiiof the frcilt 
hloflbmif Dr. FATfttcit who al^ 

way* 
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ways comoiunicates with obliging facJIty hi* 
eitcnfive and accurate fcaowIedgCf tufbrnied 
me by letter, that ** Spikenard is carried ov« tiia 
'« Dclcrt (from ladia I prtfiamcj to Akpp^ 
** where it h ufed in fubftajicc, mixed with 
•* other perfumes, and worn in fmaU ba^, or 
•* in the form of cfl^c, and kept in little boxe» 

or phiijts, like dtar of rofes*’* He b per- 
fuaded, and fo am 1, that the ItuTraft natdnf 
the anctcjiits, and that of our ihopSf. is one and 
ihc lame vegetable. 

Tiiaonn ddlgcnc refearches ha'^'ebeen mado 
mt my reoudl on the borders of B^nga/iud 
ifidr, yet the has not been found 

graying in any pan of the Briiijh territories. 
Mr, SAvyDEKs, who met with it m Bating 
where, as be was rofotmed, it is very common, 
and whence it U brought itiadry fhtctoJ?ir/(^[pur| 
has no Kefttadon in protioundiig it a fpccles of 
the Bifcrharii ; and (ince it is not poflrble that 
he could miftakc the flwrtjrrw/ordcY and tjkntial 
tharaBtr of tho phuit, which he examined* 1 
bad no doubt that the Jatitimm) was compose 
and coiymbifrraus, writh Ihmens CcmncScd by 
the anthers, and with female prolifjck florets 
intermixed with Jiermapbroditcs: the word 
SptJ^ was not ufed by the aitcleats with borani. 
cal preciilon, and the Stachys Itfdf is verricil- 
taxed, with only twoipecics out of £fleen» that' 

could 


ONI THft smUNARU 

could Its gonedck ^ppollutiurn I tbcfc^ 

fore concludos!, that ttae Sfitii^rtan/ was a 
Bacelf^riSf and thatt whtic chc philofopbcr bad 
becQ fcarchitl^ for sc m bo puriforCf 

i ■ ■ ■ iijc (IilIJ fWlJff 

Trut on it d^ilj with his doufcd fhoon) 

for tbc B4ccBaiht it f«ms» aa well a$ tlic 
Cca/sia, is called by our gardeners, Pt&ugh^ 
man's BpfkmrH, liblpcflcd, ncTcrthdef^ that 
the plant which Mr, SAUKUEas defcfibsd 
waj Slot J^aminth becaufc I knew that the 
people of Biitm had no fuch name for lt| buL 
dillinguifiicd it by vefy difierwil names ia dif- 
toqit [urts of their hilly councry i 1 knew aJ- 
fo» that die Btam^ w'iio let a greater value on 
tKc drug than ii feems, as a perfume, to meric, 
were extremely refened in giving infoimatiujx 
CunEcrJiuig it, and might be tempted, by the 
narrow Ipirit of monopoly, to millead an 
luqiurer for the frelh phot. Tlie frktiJly 
aeal of Mr. Purling will probably procure it 
ill a llare of vegecarion ; for, when he had th& 
kindncls, at my defire, to make impilries for 
it among the Euian mcrdiaots, they aH'ured 
him, that the living plants could not lie ob¬ 
tained without an order from their fovereign the 
to whom be immediately difpatchcd 
f meiTcnger with an carneft fcquclt, lhai eighth- 
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cncnof rlic growmg pbnt3 might be fcxit to 
liim at R/mg^r t flioulJ the Devardjii corapJy 
will! tiiat requeft, and flheiuW the vcgeuble 
flourifli in (he plain of Bengaft 
ocular proof of its claiSt orJer, genus, and 
f|)ccies ; and, if it prove the lame with dje 
y^tdah!ni:ct Nefdl^ which 1 now mull iutfo- 
duce to your acquaintance, tlie queftliJn, with 
which I began this elTay, will lie fitisfiiaorily 
anfwcrcd. 

Havjsic traced the Spikenard, by the 

fume of yaiofttdnsit to the mountains of Ntpdh 
I requefted my friend Mr. Law, who then rc- 
lidcd at Git^4r to procure lome of the recent 
plants by ihe uieansor the pilgrims; 

who being orthodoxandpofleffingmany 
rare hooks in cite Sanfirit language, were mom 
Kkely titan the Buricu to know the true yatd' 
rmtti), by which lume they generally diftb- 
guifti it: many young plants were accordingly 
feut to Gflyd, with a Perfhtn loner fpecificalty 
naming them, and apparcMily written hy a man 
of rank ami literature ; fo that no fulpicitm of 
deception or of error can bejuftly ctuertaiflcd. 
Byamiftakc of the g.irdciicr, they were all 
pLiiitcd at Gam^ where they have bdolTomciJ, 
and at drft ferfhed to fiourlfh : I mml^ dicre- 
fpre, dcfcriiic the from the report of 

Mf-flu*T, who favoured me with a drawing 
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<)f it, snd in whofe accuracy we iftay peffeifl!^ 
confide; but, before J prorfuee tbedefeription, 
1 muft endeavour to remov'e a prejudice, in re¬ 
gard to the nainrat ^rder of the fpikenardt 
which thcj% who arc addiaed to fwear by every 
word of their mailer Likh*€OS, will hardly 
abandon, and whkh I, who love truth better 
than him, have abandoned with fbme relu£bnce<. 
ffiird has been geiicially fupfwfod lo be a p'ajs ; 
and the word fiaibys or which agree* 

With rhe habit of that natural order, gave rife, 
perhaps, to the fuppofition. There is a plant 
in which molt travellers and fbme phy- 

licians call Jpiktnar ^; and the Governor of 
Cbinfttra, who is kindly endeavouring to pro¬ 
cure it thenoe in a ftate fit for examinaiion* 
writes me word, that “ a Dutch author pro-i 
•* nounccs it i grafs/tkttbe Cyjfitus^ but inftflt 
** that what we call the JpUt Uthe fibrous part 
•* above the root, as long as a man’s Irtile fin- 
■* ger, of a brownifh hue incliiiing to red or 
*' yellow, rather fhtgrant, and with a pungent* 
•' but arDmaticic, feenr.** This is too flovenly 
a deforiptloii to have been written by a hoia* 
nift : yet I hefieve the latter p^t of it to be 
tolerably corrcfl, anti fhouM Imagine that the 
plant was the fame wUh our Jatamaits\ If ft 
were not cotninonjy aflerted, that the J'ov/tn 
foikenard waa uled as a condiment^ and if a 

wa^ 
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well-informed man, who had feen it id the 
ifland^ liad not oflurcd me, that it %vas 4 fort 
pf PsmtniSt and confcqucntly a fp^er of 
Myrticy and of the order now called 
The refembbrtce before mentioftcd between die 
IniS^in 5 iiwr^if/aud ihcAri^ian or CrpirMt, 
had led me to fufpcfl, that the true nard was a 
grafs or a t-ecd ; and as this country abounds 
in odor ifgroptj J besatt to coUca them 
fmm all quartcrs> Colonel Ktd obligingly 
fcnt me two plahcs with fwcct-fmetlmg roots r 
and as they were known to th,t Pandirsy 1 fix)n 
found their mmes in a Sanferh dtiSlionary; one 
of them is called gandhoiat*^ and tiled by ilic 
Hindus to feent the red powder of Supin or 
BaHittn wood, which they fcattcr ih the fefti- 
val of the vernal fcafon ; the other has many 
names, and, among them, ndgaramn/ac and 
goftarJay the fecotid of which meang rujiliitg 
m fbe vfoitr ; for all the Pandits infifl, tliat 
nard is never ufed as a tioan in Sanfenty and 
Cgnifics, as the root of a verb, to found or to rtf 
tie* Soon after, Mr. Burrow brought me, 
from the banks of the Ganges near BtridwSr, 
a very fngrsnat graJs, which in fbinc places co¬ 
vers w^hole acres, and diffitfes, when crunted, 
fa ftrong ati odour, that a perfoii* !ic Ciya, 
might eafily have fmelt ir, as Ai.ritAMnffR t« 
repoaed to have fmclt the nard of Gedrafiit, 
from the back of an elephant: its bloflomt 

wer^ 
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were not prcfcrvcd, aniJ it cannot, tlicreibre« 
\< dcfcribtd. From Mr. Blake of Lucnaw 
I received a plane, wblclt has not lowered 
at Calcutta : but I rely implicitly on hisa^ntho* 
rky, and bave no doubt that it is a Ipccjes of 
^Andrapo^onx It baa rather a nuik arorturjek 
Cidour, and, from the virtue afenbed to it of 
curing intcrroittcuT fevers, is known by the 
Sanferh name of f’yt}urdncusai which literally 
meant a Jevtf’-iiaok^ and alludes to the heu* 
with w'hich elephants are managed. Ijuftly, 
Dr, Andkeson of Madras^ who delights in 
purfuits and In ailiiling the purfuits of 
others, favoured me with a complete fpecimen 
of the jfndrcpogoft KarJuSt one of the moft 
Commou gratics on the Coal>, and flourilhing 
moll: luxuriantly on the mountains, nearer eaten 
cattle, but extremely grateful to bees, and 
containing an enhitia) oil, ^vhlch, he tuidcr- 
fbmds, is cxtmdlcd from it In mt»iy parts Ckf 
iitttdujidat and uioJ as aii titar or perfume. H« 
addsttv^ty curious phiblogifoi remark, that, 
in the Tmtul dictionary, tnofl words begiiiumg 
with it.ir have fbme relation to fragrance ? aa 
narukeradu to yield an odour, mrtusn 
Icinon^giufs, niirteij citron, n^frta manttm^ the 
wild orange-tree, panetf the hidian faf 

mlu^ rsdrtau tdlftii a flrotig fmclling flower, 
and mrfUt which is put for nard in die Taatul 
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vcriloti of our Scriptures ; lb that 001 only tbe 
nari^ of the but even the 

mrimn of Uoiace, may be derivett from 
an Indtun root: to thii J can only iliat 1 
have not met with any fvich root In ^attferitf the 
oldcA poiithecJ l.iiiguagc of awd that in 

Ptrpafti which has a manifeft affinity with it, 
ju}r meins a p^mgranait, and nargd (a woi A 
ongiDaJljT Sanjbrii^ a ncidxcr cf 

<\vhich has any remarkable fragrauce. 

Stic It Is the evidence in luppott of iheopi* 
nloti, given by the great natural if!, that 

the true nard was a gramineous plant anJ ji 
fpectes of Mrope^oa ; but fiiicc no gra'S 
tliat J have yet fecn, bears any refembbnee to 
the Jaramaffit, which 1 conceive to be the aar- 

dui of the ancients. I lieg leave to oprefs my 
diflent, with fume confidence as a philologer. 
though with humble diffidaicc aa a lludcnt in 
botanv, I am not, indeed, of opinion, that 
the nardutti of the Rwmm was merely the elTeti- 
tialoilof the plant, from which it was doio- 
minated, but am rtnmgty hichncd to believe, 
that if wMs ^^eeertek word, meainiig u hat 
now call vVer, andcitl»er the ('Wr of rofes irom 
Cafism:r andjpw^n, that of CA’iW’fl, or n- 
ms^ from the wefterti coafl of Wrn, or that 
of or aloe-wood, from Afatnor CscAr^* 

the procefs of obtaining svhich ia de- 
feribedby Aao't.FAZL, or the mixed pcriumc 
called dMr, of which the principal ingrcdicnrs 
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wcj’c yellow laiiJAl, violets, onoge-flowers, 
wood of 4 l«s, rofe-\s^ter, rauJlt, and true 
fpikenard : all thofe cUraiccs and compoftfions 
were coftly ; and moil of tliem Iwiiig fold liy 
the Tnditmi lo the Ferjtmi aiid from 

whom, in the times of Octavius, they were 
received by iheif'K/'/tffl/ and Rematitf they mull 
have been extremely dear at ^eruJiiicM and at 
Fonttt There might alfo have been a pure nar* 
iiirtc c/V. as Atuesjeus calls it; but nardum 
prolmbly meant (and Koekio ^vas of the lame 
opinion) an Indum cflcncc wr gcfstrai^ taking 
its name from that ingtedieni which had, w 
was commonly Thought to have, the moft ex- 
'quilhe feenf. But 1 have been drawn by a 
plealing fubjedl ro a greater length than I ex- 
pcflnl, and proceed to the promired dclcriptmit 
of thc /rwreW, or which, hy the 

wi»Y, lia* other iiames in the Atnarchfift the 
(mofrthed of which arc yntlld and Iinta/3, both 
derived fmm words meaning Mr, Bo it, 

a Act a modcfl apology for bis impcrfcfl ac" 
qu^tintancv with the language cf Iwtamtls, has 
ftvoured me wirh an account of the plant, on 
rile correflnds bf which I have a pcri«A reli¬ 
ance, and from w‘hkh 1 coileft the following 
mtufid th^ir&lUn: 


AGGHRGATf., 


CsL Scarce anv, 

V 

ccmiblc. 


hardly dif* 
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C?r, One pen), ^ttin fomewiiat phbousr 
Border itvc cleft. 

Stam, Three Amhert. 

beneath. One Jivvi’ciio&. 

Sttd Satitary, crouned with a pppui^. 

Km Fibrous. 

Lfoves Hearted, fourfold; rudkai leaves 
pciiuled* 

It appears, rlicrcfore, to be tlw Praitaft 
plant Valerian, a After of the Mottiitaiii 
ftud Cr/Ari Nard, and of a fpecies which 1 
ftiauld deicribe in the UftiUaTt Jlrk, Vale- 
HI AKA jATA^iiA'usi fiaftbut irhmdnt Jtlm 
cardij/ii ^itatrrmf tadicalihm ptihlaiiSM Tlie 
radical leaves, riling from the ground and c«- 
foldiitg rticyounig ftern, arc ptucl>:ed up with a 
pan of the root, and, being dried iu the fun, 
or by an arrificbl heat, arc fold « a drug, 
which from its uppearancc has been called 
ftard t though, at the Ptrjtau writer oblervas, 
it might be compared more properly to the tdl 
t/* an trmtmz when nothing remains hut the 
dry fibres of the Jetyes, which retain their ori¬ 
ginal form; they have Ibme rtfcmhlance to a 
/flc/- sf bak, from which the San/irk name, it 
Icems, is derived. Two mercantile agents 
from Ktitijn fin the part nf the Dk',tn^d were 
cEamliicd, at my rtqueft, by Mr. Hart Kg ton, 
and iiifbmied him, that the drug whkh the 
Bett^alffi call yatemdniit *^grcw ercfl above 

** the 
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** tly: furface of tfre gi^uinJ, rcfcroibling in 
colour an car of green wWcat; that, when 
** recent. It had a taint odour, which was 
** (greatly increafed by the (Imp)e procefs of 
“ drying it» th^t i* abounded an the hills, and 
eeai on the plains, of ivherc tt was 

“ collected and preparol for medicinal pnr- 
■* juifci/’ ^Vhat Lie virtues arc, ex|>crien£:c 
alone canafeertain ; but, as far as baWnical ana¬ 
logy can juflify a conjcihirc, tve may fuppofc 
them to lie aiitirpafmodick ; and in our pro¬ 
vinces, crpecialty in the plant will pro- 

Inhly flourift); fo that we may always procure 
it hi a Jlarc lit for experimeot. On the propofol 
cncjiury into the virtues of this celebrated plant, 
I mull be permitted to fsy, tliat although mniiy 
iKJtaiiifts may hive wafted their time iti enu¬ 
merating the qualities of vegetables, without 
having alijertained them by repeated and faiis- 
fu^ory tfxpcritnciiti, and altliough mrre htany 
go» DO ratther than technical arrangement and 
dclcriptiou, yet it feems induhitable, time the 
great end and aim of a Ijotanical philofophcr is, 
to difoivcr and prove the ftveral ufca ol the 
vegetable Cyftciii* and, while lie admits with 
Hir roes Arcs the falhctmjnejt e/ tKpmtftCft 
TO rely on experiment alunc as the hafts uC his 
knowledge. 
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